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"I ud 1t hard to believe, but, my teenage.
son dresses, eats and even thinks just like his
friends. To him, suddenly a.ll my recommenda-
tions are unacceptable.” says one puzzied
m-tHer,

"My ten year old dﬂughtt':r won't take music
lessons, she won't wear salwar-kameez, won't
keep her hair long and will not drink milk just
because her s don't do those things." says
another vcxcgcm rent.

These may small instances of peer pres-
sure among children. But there are hundred
others. They may begin with a small problem
such as following a particular haircut or may be
more serious ones like skipping classes, stay-
ing out late or even sometiines going as far as
for early sex or drug abuse. Parents point out
that peer pressure among children seem to be
rlsmf everyday. Often they are unable to tackle
prnh ems of peer pressure without expert ad-

F'eer essure does not necessarily have to
be bad. lpcers have mature healihy attitudes
towards lile, they can sharpen others person-
alities. But whal worries parents is that peer
pressure these days seem to cause more harm
than good.

On the other hand, 16 years of Keya was de-
fending herself about staying late at parties, at-
tending mixed parties. wearing clothes which

hrr parents disapproved of by saying,
one | am with is into these things and
ihat as a big efiect on me. | don't want to

loose friends by b-cinf different.”
Everyone needs Iriends. But when one is
, friends can leave an influence over how
one thinks and acts moreé than their parents
do. As some youths get older. the influence of
ts wanes and a desire to be popular and
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to be accepted by peers grows strong. The
more so when there is lack of communication
with parents a feeling of insecurity. and lack of
sell-confidence.

Our children think, act and dress differ-
entlv than we did when we were of there age.
Even society itself is characterised by changes
of attitudes. When children step out of homes,
they meet others who hold values and beliefs
different from theirs own. Not wanting to be
left out they sometimes lie their way to join
the activities of their

"I started smoking at the age of 15 because
if 1 didn't my friends called me "Mummy's
baby.” But I bought cigarettes with the money
Ma gave me for nckn aw fare. | lied to her
about that money."” confessed a teenager

'l didn't want to drink beer but mIV rs
were all doing it, I would lose them if
Of course, my parents knew nothing ahuut 1t
says amother teenpager who finds himself ad-
dicted to alcohol. .

Parents these days wonder how much peer
pressure the children can take without hurting
themselves?

"We are the Bengalees with our own rich
culture, But our children seem to choose some
foreign cultures.” many parents sigh and la-

 ment.

Watching their children bend under peer
pressure. some parents impose too much re-
strictions without building a good relationship
and mutual trust with their children. That
often leads to a more confused child than ever,
and even more vulnerable to peer pressure.
The best parents can do is to approach early
with love and care to instill values in their
children. It can help the child beat peer pres-

s|re.

I Et.J-l ﬁ : l

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

-

tempora t most

Barisal,

gusty wind is likely a
hittagong

till & pm today. reports UNB.

Met office said day temperature may remain nearly

unchan
Weat

over Lhe country.

forecast no marked change.

Country's highest temperature was recorded yesterday
33.6 degree Celsius at Srimangal and the lowest 25 degrees

at Cox's Bazar

The sun sets today al 6:45 pm and rises Tomorrow at 5:25

i T
Maximum and mintmum

places over Khuilna,
and Sylhet dlﬂliﬂnl and at many
over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions during the next 12 hours

ermen predicted a little change in the next two days

while giving an extended for the subsequent fivé days they

temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

Two boys die 1n
city mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

Twio boys injured In sepa-
-rate incidents in the city suc-
cumbed at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) yes-
terday.

Habibullah. 11. son of Abdur
Rashid. who was fatallvy injured
in a road accident at Konapara

 under Demra thana Mondav
might died at (he DMCH ves
terday morning. hospital
sources sald. Habibullah «ns-
| tained injuries when a spced
ing car hit him

places

In another incident. Joni.
13, son of Rezaul Huq ol Lake
Circus. Kalabagan under Dhan-
mondi thana, was injured
when he fall down from a tree

City Town
y : Tﬁg‘ﬁ{:::" I;:'r‘::l:!dnl:;;: in front of his house on Sunday
ki Min Morning Evening afternoon. Joni succumbed to
32 0 27 0 82 28 his injurtes at the DMCH ves
Ch!'[ ong 32 5 25 6 89 K2 tercdlay morning. hospital sour
uﬁu 332 262 88 o OF B
Khuhm 33.0 27.0 B8O | 00 The bodies were sent to the
Bansal 32.5 26 4 81 92 DMCH morgue lor autopsy
Sylhet 33.1 28.0 85 61 sources adde
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Bhutanese envoy calls on PM

Bhutanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Tashi Tobgyel
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her affice in
the city yesterday, reporis

He paid tribute to father of
the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
expressed happiness over his
illustrious dau lghte:rs assump-
tion of office of the prime min-
ister.

"We hope his dream for
Sonar Bangla will be materi-
alised under your able leader-

shi

& the Bhutanese envoy
0

the: Prime Minister.
Hasina recalled with grati-
tude the role of the Bhutanese
Emrf-rnmf-ni during the War of

iberation of Bangladesh in

1971. Bhutan was the first
country to recognise indepen-
dent Brgngladﬂs?ﬁ r

She hoped that the existing

'friendﬁhlp and bilateral rela-

tions. particularly in trade and
business, would be further
strengthened between the two
countries in the years to come.

President of Bangladesh Mahila Samity, eminent educationist Prof Dr Nileema lbrahim (R)

called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

Probe into July 10
incidents at DMC

demanded
Leaders of Dhaka Medical
College Students Union [(IDM-

CSU)} have demanded probe
into the violent incidents that
occurred on the DMC campus
July 10, during the college's
Silver Jubilee celebrations.
reports LINDB.

The DMCSU put forward
their five-point demands 1o
the DMC academic council,
including withdrawal of false
cases filed against JCD leaders
and workers and announce-
ment of the DMCSU election
schedule before resuming the
classes ol the Eﬂ]]i_?ge,

Shahabuddin felicitated

President of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry

(DCCI) Ali Hossain yesterday

congratulated Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed on his being
Plﬂ(‘l!‘d as the President of the

ai'.)les Republic of Bangla-
desh, reports BSS.

In a message on behalf of
the DCCI directors and mem-
bers Hossain expressed that
liis accession as the President
ol Bangladesh shall restore a
sense of mutual trust and re-
spect in all segments of society
Lo propagatle a new momentum
in our national life.

President and general sec
retary of Bangladesher Com-
munist  Party Shah:dul]ah

Chowdhury and Mozahidul Is-
lam Selim also congratulated
Justice Shahbuddin Ahmed for
being elected as the head of
the state. |

Meanwhile. Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, president Bang-
ladesh Federal Union of
Journalists [(BFUJ) and M
Shahjahan Miah, general sec-
retary BFUJ, Abul Kalam Azad,
President Dhaka Union of
Journalist (DUJ) and Azizul 1s-
lam Bhuiyan. General Secre-
tary. DUJ in a joint release yes-
terday congratulated former
Chief Justice Shahbuddin
Ahined on his being elected as
the Proesident of the republic.

.

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

The First Government Approved Private University
12 Banani CA, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka.
Phones: 885369 606047, Fax B83030

into Undergraduate programs

Applications are invited for admission into
undergraduate programs starting Sept. 1996.
Financial Aid available for meritorious students.

Admission test
10 August at 10:00am.

Information for prospective students 'between
10:00am to 2:00pm in the Admissions Office on
the ground floor of NSU Main Campus.
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