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PRETORIA, Jul 2;: South

African President
dela
swimmer Penny H

victory Iin the 100 metres

breaststroke, the first Olympic

gold won by a South African
since 1952, report agencies.
thcul walched with great pride
have done our country proud.
You are our golden girl." Man-
dela said in a message sent to
Heyns in Atlanta.

History beckons
"Pocket Hercules'

ATLANTA. July 22: The man
dubbed "Pocket Hercules”™ may
be on the verge of making

ic weightlifting history.”

Naim Suleymanoglu, 29, of

Turkey, is one of 12 lifters to
win gold medals in
Olympics, AP.

ay, he goes after
his third gold — a weightlifting
feat never before accomplished
— in the 64-kilogram (141-

pound) division.
Samaranch thanks

the Pope

VATICAN CITY, July 22: In-
ternational mpic Commit-
tee (1OC) pre t Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch sent a message
of "profound titude” to Pope
John Paul y for his prayers
for this year's Games, reports
Reuter.

"The blessing of your holi-
ness will enco us to pro-
mote friendship. solidarity and
fraternity among all le of
the world,” Samaranch said in
a letter sent to the Vatican.

"In the name of the
Olympic Movement | am
honoured to express our pro-
found gratitude...for your mes-
sage.”

The Pope on Sunday prayed
for a peaceful Olympics and
said he hoped that the event.
the 100th anniversary of the
modern Games, would
"strongly relaunch the ideal of
sport as the n of man
and peaceful and caring en-
counter between peoples.”

Olympics: What's

two

on
ATLANTA, July 22 (Reuter):
“Pimetable of
Olympics ™ titfion " on

Tuesday (all venues Atlanta
unless stated. att times BST):

Swimming

8.05 pm: Men's 400 metres
freestyle preliminaries.

8.50 pm: Women's 200 metres
breaststroke preliminaries.
9.15 pm: Men's 100 metres
backstroke preliminaries.

940 pm: Women's 100 metres
butterfly preliminaries.

10.05 pm: Men's 4x100
metres freestyle relay prelimi-
naries,

5.30 am (Wednesday): Men's
400 metres freestyle final.
2.50 am (Wednesday):
Women's 200 metres breast-
siroke final.

6.15 am: Men's 100 metres
backstroke final.

6.35 am: Women's 100 metres
butterfly final.

7.00 am: Men's 4x100 metres
freestyle relay final.

Soccer
Men's grtlmunnﬂﬂ

Group

6.00 am (Wednesday): South
Korea v Mexico (Birmingham
Alabama)

7.00 am: Ghana v ltaly
(Washinglion, DC)

Group D

6.30 am: Brazil v Hungary
(Miami. Flonda)

6.30 am: Japan v Nigeria

(Orlando. Florida)

Hockey
Men's gr:hn:u:mnfs

7.00 pm: Netherlands v Britain
3.30 am (Wednesday) Malaysia
v South Africa
6.00 am (Wednesday| Australia
v South Korea

Shooting
Men's 50-metre free pistol

7.00 pm

12 30 ;uﬁ (Wednes ayv) Finals.

lson Man-
today congratulated
s for her

of your feat ... you

LIVE ON
PHILIPS TV

Mandela greets

Lo P

record. The 21-year-old clocked one minute 07.02 seconds=

Springboks'’

—

§ l s

ATLANTA. July 22 (AP):
South Africa, the world's
largest gold producer, hadn't
won Olympic gold lor 44 years.
It took a woman from the
heart of America to finally
bring it home Snday night.

y Heyns. a 21-year-old
student at the University of
Nebraska who competes for
het native South ca, tri-
umphed in the 100-metre
breaststroke to become her
country's first post-apartheid
Olympic cham :

Her time of 1 minute, 7.73
seconds was slightly off the
world record she set earlier in
the day. but a huge improve-
ment over her 33rd-place re-

sult in the 1992 Olympics.

In addition, it continued a
South African sport renais-
sance after the ee decades
the country was banned from
most international sports —
including the Olympics — be-
cause of ap eid.

Since negotiations began
six years ago between the
former white-led government
and Nelson Mandela's African
National Congress, South
Alrica has slowly made its way
back into international arenas
and on to glory. It won the

World Cup last year and
the continental soccer cham-
pionship this year.

Heyns said she felt the
pressure of swimming for a
sports-crazy country that last
celebrated an Olympic gold
medal in 1952, '

"l know the country had a
lot of big expectations and |
tried not to let that weigh on

A
lanta

my career and

22 (AFP). What people are saying at
career in the has

been an influence in
too.”

Olga Klochneva after winning the women's 10m air pistol
T din't go out as well as I wanted to do. There are a
}p u couple

of things

Penny Heyns after hr:aking her own world record in the

100m breaststroke heats.

“This is nothing new from China — they always
tricks to try and irritate us. --mn;:-msz
No other countries come out shit like this. It is totally

unnecessary for them to use such triks because they are a
good team — it would be better {f they practiced sportsman-

Ewedlsh table tennis coach Soren Ahlen on Chinese re-
marks that the Swedes were trying to con everyone by pre

tending Jan-Ove Waldner was injured.
"mewchminhmnlutwthg

would be in ﬂu]hul."
Swedish table tennis coach Soren Ahlen on the Chinese

-

usually gets it right

rule out because !
Lm‘lt gfhhrundm-um

Disgraced Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson on Linford

Christie’'s Olympic chances.

I gave to a friend, she's fighting for her life. She's got

COancer,
American swimmer
here 100 metres freestyle

| Martino on what she did with
onze medal.

T love them. As soon as my events are over I'm going out

to buy a -

w 10,000m champion Haile Gabreselassie on his pas

sion for American hamburgers

‘In Iran, we women have the same as men."
Twenty-four- -0ld Lida Firmin. lran's first women com
petitor at the since 1979, discussing life back home

. four-time Olympic discus champion, advising

Atlanta medalistis how to savour their success.

Greco-Roman wrestler
who lost all three of his matches in the 100kg
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Penny Heyns of South Africa paddles her way to win the 100m breaststroke with a new world

— AFP/UNB photo

me." she said.

She began her perfect day
in the pool by smashing her
own world record in the pre-

liminaries. Her time of 1:07.02
lowered the mark she set in
the qualifying heats of the
South African Olympic trials in
March by 0.44 seconds.

Heyns then won the final
over a fast-closing Amanda
Beard of the United States and
waved a multicolored South
Alfrican flag on the medal plat-
form as the country's post-
apartheid national anthem was
played for the first time at any
Olympic Games.

The anthem was adopted
wilh the nation's first all-race
election in 1994 that ended

white rule and brought Man-
dela’'s ANC to power. At the
1992 Olympics, South Africa’'s
first after the ban was lifted,
its athletes won two silver
medals competing under the
Olympic flag and anthem.

Heyns sports a tattoo on
her shoulder of a springbok. a
simnall African antelope, that
was the national sports sytmtiol
during the apartheid years. As-
sociated with white privilege,
blacks hated the emblem and
it has been dropped as a sym-
bol in every sport except

rugby.
‘I'm aware there's certain
people that find it offensive ”

Hayns said. "I've never been
able to wear my springbok
colours and this was a way o
cdo it."

She got the tatoo in March
when she first set the world
record in the 100-meter
breaststroke. The accom-
plishment earned her an invi-
tation to meet Mandela, who
she called one of her major

supporters.

South Africa is bidding to
host the 2004 Olympics In
{Ta‘!]}t.- Town to help promote
and develop a nation ﬁﬂ riven
and impoverished by
apartheid. ce the sentimen-
tal favourite to win the bid.
Cape Town has fallen from
favour, due in part to the per-
ception development money
should help millions of impov
erished blacks instead of build-
ing sports facilities

‘I have mixed feelings.”
Heyns said of the bid. "In some
ways, South Africa should host
the Olympics in the future, but
maybe 2 is too soon.”

A psychology major at Ne-
braska. Heyns swam four sea-

* sons lor the Cornhuskers and

has another year of study be-
fore graduating.

She for another medal
in the -melre breaststroke
on Tuesday, although she's not
favoured to win. Beard and
bronze medal winner Saman-
tha Riley of Australia are con-

sidered stronger in the longer
race,

No matter. H s has se-
cured her role in th African
sports history, tattoo and all
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Russia

ATLANTA, July 22: Russia's
women gymnasts, responding
to an inspiring pep talk from
coach Leonid Arkaev, grabbed
a slender lead over the United
States on Sunday after the
compulsory exercises, report
agencies.

World champions Romania
set the early mark in the
morning session but were
overtaken by the Americans,
who in turn were cauﬁht by the
Russians in a compelling com-
petition that promises a siz-
zling showdown in Tuesday's
optionals.

Russia needed a superb
showing on the vault to stay
ahead of the powerful US team
and they got it.

"We told them they had to
hit other landings, that we
needed to do well in the vault,"
said Arkaev, who rallied his
team around him before the
crucial exercise.

Paying closest attention to
her coach was Rozalia Galiyeva,
who soared to a score of 9.837,
matching the best mark of the

day on the apparatus.
Russia totalled 193.796

Toasting gold
in Italian

style!

ROME, July 22: An Italian
wine association said on Sun-
day it would award marksman
Roberto di Donna 150 bottles
to toast his ﬁuld medal, Italy's
first of the Atlanta Olympics,
reports Reuter.

Di Donna won the 10-metre
air pistol event on Saturday, by
a nailbiting one tenth of a
point, the narrowest possible

;i!ﬁ:. national wine grou

'Citta del Vino' (wine city).
which aims to use wine 1o
boost tourism and economic

development. said it would

present di Donna with the

rize later in the year in the
scan city of Suvereto.

Di Donna., who will be given
one bottle for each of the 150
rlecalities which belong to the
association. triumphed in the
event after a blunder de-
fending champion Wang Yifu o
China. Wang had been on
course to beat his own Olympic
record but blew his final shot.
He collapsed and had to be

given oxygen.
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points from 24 routines to lead
the United States by a scant
0.127 of aﬁmint. Romania were
third another half-point back.
followed by Ukraine and China.

The Americans looked as if
they might run their medal
chances to zero with four suc-

cessive shaky performances on
the beam.

The US women showed few
signs of nerves, despite per-
forming in front a flag-waving,
cheering crowd that expects
nothing less than gold. The
tiny Moceanu, who sat out the
Olympic (rials with a stress
fracture in her right shin,
missed a blind release move on
the uneven bars twice during
warmup, but nailed it squarely
during her routine.

Then came Shannon
Miller's turn, and the five-time
medalist in Barcelona put the
US team back on course with
the day's best beam perfor-
mance, a 9.737.

"l didn't see anyone else's
performance but [ knew 1
needed a good routine to help
the team,” said Miller.

Tiny 14-year-old Do-
minigue Moceanu followed
Miller with another superb
routine on the gymnastics’
equivalent of the high wire and
the US side was olf and run-
ning.

US coach Martha Karolyi
said the beam is always a
WOITYy.

%
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ATLANTA, July 22: Medals table after the second day of the
26th Olympic Games in Atlanta on Sunday:

Poland
France
Russia
China
United States
Belgium
Tur

Italy i
South Korea
Australia
Costa Rica
Ireland
Kazakhstan
New Zealand
South Africa
Germany
Belarus
Cuba

Brazil
Sweden
Greece

L
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Total
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Asian youth championship

A 25-member Ba-
ngladesh under-
19 football team
is scheduled to
leave for Maldives
this afternoon to
in the qualifyin

take
round ol the 30th Asian Yout

championship.

part

The tourney involving
Bangladesh. Iraq and hosts
Mﬁ?l ives will begin from July
27 .

Bangladesh will face a

Z Iraq in the inaugural

. next match aﬂ*ﬂ

on July 31. The win-

ners of the qualifying round
will be through to the final

round, scheduled to be held in
South Korea next September.

The Bangladesh team com-
prising of 20 players. are very
much confident of crossing the

i o
£ P'. e -

Belgian Ulla Werbrouck (R)

18 about to topple her opponent

Yoko Tanabe of Japan during their 72kg division final in the
judo event at the Georgia World Congress Centre on July 21

Werbrouck won the gold.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Bangladesh off to Maldives

Sports Reporter

first round hurdle.

While talking to The Daily
Star at the BFF office last
night. captain Hasan-Al-Ma-
mun said, "We are looking at
the tour very positively. Our
mission is to win both the
matches and we are hopeful of
beating Iraq.”

Mamun, the young national
left-back further added that
rigorous training for the last
two months at the Mirpur
Sports Village has been very
helpful in tuning themselves
_ force. |

, a confident Mamun'
said, "We played a few practice
matches during the last two
weeks and the results are con-
vincing. "They U-19 team beat
Mohammedan Sporting Club 3-
0 in their last warm-up match.

Asked whether he consid-
ers Iraq as powerful oppo-

nents, the handsome young
defender of Abahani said. "You
see at the under-19 or under-
16 levels there is hardly any
difference between us. | don't
think lraqware formidable op-
ponents. What we need is a

Quiet end to
booters' transfer

Sports Reporter

The three-day inter-club
footballers' transifer concluded
at the Dhaka Metropolis Foot-
ball Association (DMFA) office
at the Dhaka Stadium yester-
day.
A total of 263 booters drew
their tokens in the last three
days. Among them 203
changed their allegiance.

There was nothing special
in the transfer on the last day
as most of the big clubs stayed
away from bourse. Only Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club, last
year s runners-up paid a brietf
gianréﬂ the DMFA office on
saturday to sign up two \
sters. 1yht}' amr:-, \R’arl'sygggﬁ
keeff)cr Mizanur Rahman Minar
and Dhanmondi midfielder Bil-
lalur Rashid Dolon.

On the day. Brothers Union
roped in Masud Igbal from
Badda Jagarani while Young-
mens' Club Fakirerpool, who
finished fourth in the Premier
Division league last year. en-

ticed three new booters to
their side. They are KEamal Ud-
din Kajal (Matuail Udayan

Sangsad), Selim hhan (Rayer

Bazaar AC) and Ramzan [Little
Friends Club).

well co-ordinated game. If we
can play as per our normal
abilities, [ think we have a
better chance to beat both Irag
and the Maldives.”

On the other hand, German
coach Otto Pfister., who will
accompany the team as lech-
nical adviser, refused to make
any pre-tournament com-
ments. Bul, asked about our
chances of qualifying. the
German coach who missed
most of the training session

id, "l ain not be coach of the

said
.:;_:-?,Ir_fﬁ I was gut of the countiy

g the tratming sessioh.
You better ask Sadeque f(the
coach). He knows better."

However, Abdus Sadeque,
the coach of the team. was not
available to make any com
ments in this regard.

Meanwhile, the members of
the national youth team met
with Obaidul Qader, State
Minister for Youth and Sports,
at his office yesterday afier-
noon. The team also met BFF
president Mohammad Hanif at
the Dhaka City Corporation of
fice last evening.

There was a last-minute
change in the 20-player squad
after forward Milan withdrew
himself from the tour for his
academic commitments. Milan
has been replaced by Tazu of
Victoria Sporting Club.

The team: Hasan Al Mamun
(captain), Toni, Himu, An-
warul, Faisal. Nazrul, Pradeep.
Shahjaza. Jahangir, Rajani.
Don, Tipu. Rana, Tazu. Azim.
Igbal, Nayan. Sentoo, Asker
Babu and Raju.

Officials; Dr. Shamimuzza-
man Basunia (team leader),
Nazrul Islam [manager) Otto
Pfister (technical advisor), Ab-
dus Sadeque ([coach) and
Hasanuzzaman Bablu (assistant
coach).

Eritrea & an
errant IOC

ATLANTA, July 22: Eritrea.
Africa’'s youngest nation; has
been denied a chance to com-
pete in the Atlanta Olvimpics
reports AP

Eritrea gained indepen-
dence from Ethiopian in 1991
and was granted UN member
ship two years later But it was
not among the nations invited
to take part in the Centennial
Games. A record 197 countries
sent teams to Atlanta, totaling
nearly 11.000. athletes.
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