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Election to Parliaments of Bangladesh

by Osman Ghani Khan

Among the elections to the seven parliamendts of Bangladesh, the election to the 5th Parliament
dated February 27, 1991, under the interim government headed by Chief Justice Shahabuddin was
'free and fair', and perhaps the best of elections in the country. The election to the seventh
 Parliament, dated June 12, 1996, under the caretaker government headed by the retired Chief
Justice Habibur Rahman, has also been praised by international observers as 'free and fair'.

LECTION is the process

of filling up political po-

sitions by voles. Parliam-
entary election in Bangladesh
is held for a term of five years.
on the basis of adult franchise.
There is one Election Comni-
ssion set up under provisions
of Article 118 ol the Con-
stitution of Bangladesh. A
citizen of not
years of age is entitled to be
enrolled on the electoral roll
for a conslituency delimited,
unlese he is declared by a
competent court to be of
unsound mind.

The Parliament has 300
general seats for direct elec-
tionn. and there are 30 seals
reserved for women to be
filled by indirect election.
Elections to seven Parliaments
of Bangladesh were held up to
June. 1996.

The seventh election was
held on June 12, 1996 under a
caretaker government Readed
ﬁy a retired Chief Justice Mr

abibur Rahman, with a team
of advisers constituted ac-
cording to the provisions of
the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution. Eighty-one
political parties, and 2.574
members contested for the
300 seats. The number of vot-
ers was 5.67.16,935, and the
voter turnout was 73 per cent.
The result was: AL won 146
seats, BNP won 116 seats, JP
won 32 seats, Jamaat-e-Islami
3 seats, two minor parties
won one seat each, and one
independent candidate won 1
seal.

Going backwards. eléction
to the Sixth Parliament was
held under the BNP regime,
under parliamentary form of
government on Febru 15,
1996. There was 5.67.00,000
voters | approximately with
turnout of approximately 15

¢ cent, as was stated at
9 of The Economist, dated
February 24, 1996. Only BNP
and Freedom Parly contested
the election. All major parties
boycotied the election. BNP
woil 298 seats approximately.
The nomination commitiee of
BNF did not give nomination
to the sitting BNP member of
Pabna-2 constituency in which
he had defeated his nearest
rival in the 1991 election to
the Fifth Parliament IY about
20.000 votes. In the June 12
election to the 7th
Parliament. the BNE lost this
seat and two other seats of the
Pabna district (Pabna-3. and
Pabna-4). Regarding nomina-
tion, there were many com-
plaints in the newspapers.

By the Twelith Amendment
to the Constjtution of the
Republic (Act Il of 199]
with effect from Sept I8
1991), the form of government
was ch from presidential
to parliamentary. Seventy-six
political parties and 2.787
candidates contested the elec-
tion which was praised dis-
tinguished international ob-
servers das Iree and fair'. The
voler turnout was 55.35 per
. vent. BNP won 142 seais. AL
won 92 seats, JP won 35
seals. Jamaat-e-Islami won 18
weats and other minor rties
andd tndependent candidates
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won |13 seats.

Election to the 3rd and 4th
Parliaments took place under
the Jativa Party regime, under
Presidential form of govern-
ment, on May 7. 1986 and
March 3. 1988 respectively.
For the May 7, 1986 election,
28 parties and 1.527 contest-
ing members participated.
Number of voters was
4.73.25.886 and voter turnout
was 50.28 per cent. There
was influence on nomination in
the JP. rigging ' in voting and
interference in declaration of
results. The JP won 183 seats,
AL won 76 seats, Jamaat-e-
Islami won 10 seats, other mi-
nor parties and independents
won 3] seats. For the March 3,
1988 election to the 4th
Parliament. there was a com-
bined opposition which se-
cured 19 seats. JP won 251
seals. two minor parties won 5
seats, and independents 25
seats. The num of voters
was 4,98,63,829 and voter
turnout was 54.93 per cent.
This election was also rigged.

Election to the 2nd
Parliament was held on
February 18, 1979, under the
BNP r under presidential
form of government. Twenty-
nine s and 2,125 candi-
dates contested. Number of
voters was 3.83,63.858 and
voter turnout was 50.24 per
cent. BNP won 220 seats, AL
won 39 seats, other minor par-
ties and independents won 41
seats.

Election to the First -
liament was held on March 7.
1973. under AL regime, under
parliamentary form of govern-
ment. One thousand ninety-
one candidates contested. The
number of voters was
3,52.05,652 and voter turnout
was 55.62 r cent. AL won
293 seatls, two minor parties
won | seat each, and indepen-
dents 5 seals.

Some comments of the
Time ne, dated Dec 7,
1987, dated December 21,
1987, Bangladesh, Blow b
Blow. regarding the May 7.
1986 election are quoted be-
low

"... He has been trying al-
most since the day he seized
power in a military coup in
1982 to transform himself into
a timate democratic leader.
He lormed Jatiya Party. dis-
pensed patronage and toler-
ated corruption, all to build a
polilical base. But when he
staged a t election
in1ihy. I;lr . h.uaﬂctnﬂuus
party was charged with mas-
sive fraud. Five months later
when Ershad finally stood for
election as a civilian presiden-
tial candidate. o tion lead-
ers refused Lo participale cit-
ing the vote rigging that had
taken place in May. This time,

they are trying to bring him
down. and he is Ing in
kind. “Unfortunately for

Ershad. his gambit appeared
doomed to failure. as pressure
moutitedd lor the general to
step down in favour of a care-
taker government.”

In an editorial titled
"Nomination Hiccups”, The
Datly Star. dated January 16.
1996, stated "Simmering dis-
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content and outbursts have
marked the rulin BNP's
nominations of candidates for
certain constituencies of the

next parliamentary polls. From
Narayanganj to Nilphamari,
from Shariatpur to Sylhet to

Rajshahi the internecine feud
has been manifest, sometimes
in an ugly form.” In The
Independent dated January
10, 1996, under the heading
"50 injured, 30 vehicles
smashed in districts”,
"Nominations spark off vio-
lence” it was, inter alia, stated:
"Feuds over nomination con-
tinued between BNP factions
also in different s of Pabna
district. Nomination of local
BNP leader Selim Reza Habib
from Sujanagar., replacing
former state minister Osman
Ghani Khan triggered tension
in the area... B nomination
of Group Captain (Retd) Saiful
Azam from Chatmohar-Ishurdi
constituency caused protests
and demonstrations from
within the party.”

There were wide reports
about "rebellion in BNP.," etc
on the nomination issue pub-
lished in the Janakantha dated
January 12, 1996, January 13,
1996. Januar 11, 1996,
Janu 16, 1996, January 18,
1996. Reports were also pub-
lished about "vicolence” and
"Hartal" ete. in The New
Nation, dated February 11,

1996, The Daily Star, dated
February 2, 1996, Janakantha,
dated Febru 11, 1996, Feb.

13. 1996, February 6. 1996.
Violence also occurred durin

election of the sevent

Parli t on June 12. 1996,
for which by-elections were
arranged by the Election
Commission for 27 con-
stituencies with a large num-

ber of polling centres.
Among the elections to the
seven parliaments of

Bangladesh. the election to the
oth Parliament dated February
27, 1991, under the interim
government headed by Chiel
Justice Shahabuddin was 'free
and fair’, and perhaps the best
of elections in the country.
The election to the seventh
Parliament, dated June 12,
1996. under the caretaker
government headed by the re-
tired Chief Justice Habibur
Rahman. has also been praised
by international observers as
free and fair’. notwithstanding
the violence at certain cen-
tres

It may ln nentioned Lthat
during the term of Lthe 5th
Parliament, 144 members of
three major opposition parties,
the AL, JP, Jamaatl-e-Islami
submitted resignation through
the leaders of their parties, to
the S er of the Parliament.
They all absented from the
Parliament up to the date of its
dissolution — on November 24,
1995. Some detalls of their
boycott of the Parllament may
be found in the Article "Mass
resignation — opposition par-
ties seek to boycott Parliamert
in Bangladesh" by the ker.
Shailkh Razzak Ali. MP., pub-
lished in The Parliamentarian,
the journal of the Parliaments
of the Commonwealth, July

1995 LXXV]I No. 3. page 184- .

187. The event led to political
tension, strikes and disruption
of communication and as-
tened the thirteenth amend-
ment to the Constitution,
paving the way for a caretaker
government for holding of
election to the seventh

Parliament.
Though the election dated
12 June 1996, to the seventh

Parliament was marked as 'free
and fair' some rigging in polls
and violence were also re-
ported. In this connection, the
article titled "Rush 1o
Judgement” by Mr Abdur Rob
Chaudhury. a contesting can-
didate of the BNP in the con-
stituency 278. Lakshmipur-4,

published in the Holiday dated
July 5. 1996, told a tale of
largescale ng and ballot-
stu :ﬂ Mr Zafar and Mr
Monirul Huq Chowdhury of the
JP, and Mr Shamsul Huq, AL
candidate for a séat in Comilla
district, had also their tales to

tell. :
The elections to
Bangladesh Parliaments have
taught us some lessons, ' One
lesson learnt from the results
of all the elections to the seven
Parliaments is that in spite of
all inadequacies of democracy,
Lhe ple in general ulti-
mately vote for the right per-
son. The second lesson is that
the several minor political
parties are being gradually
eliminated leading ultimately
to two major ies . for
which the and the BNP
show the sign of survival. The
third party, JP, has also some
important role, particularly in
the matter of forming coalition
government. In future absolute
majority win can hardly be
achieved, and a coalition gov-
ernment is almost a 'must.
After election to the fifth
Parliament. the BNP had to
make coalition with the

-of some parties

Jamaal-e-Islami. Thirdly. le-
feat of many notable candi-
dates, particularly more than
twenly Ministers, Whips,
Deputy Speaker, etc. meant a
greal casualty for the BNP.

Such. spectacular defeat of
notables indicated that win-
ning a parliamentary seat is
not easy . It was also demon-
strated that name ol a party is
not necessarily above the qual-
ities of the contesting candi-
dates, their knowledge and
fund of experience, -Vice
Marshal A K Khondker.
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury,
Justice Nurul Islam of the AL:
Mr Moudud Ahmed, Mr Kaz
Zafar, Mr Shah Moazzem,
Sarder Amzad Hossain of JP:
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, Mr Abbas Ali Khan,
Moulana Abdus Sobhan. and-
SK Ansar Ali of the Jamaat-e-
Islami, Dr Kamal Hossain of

/Gono Forum; Rashed Khan

Menon of the Workers Party:
Salman F Rahman of Samr-
iddha Bangladesh were also,
defeated. Fourthly, leadership
is weak and
some nomination commiltees
were not free from bias, and

they did nol properly evaluate
the knowledge and experience
of the contesting candidates;
this is a notorious hole in the
organisation of some important
partics. Fifthly, defective
composition of the various
commitiees of the party. and
failure to organise the district
and thana committees and to
nurse these committees
proj :'ﬂg. This is particularly
applicable to the BNP. Sixthly,
appointment of a minister of
state from Natore to be in-
charge of Pabna district
caused considerable damage to
the party in that district. and
it was largely responsible for
loss of three seals, viz. Pabna-
2. Pabna-3, and Pabna-4 in the
election dated June 12, 1996
to the 7th Parliament. The

- BNP not only lost three seats

in Pabna district, but also the
defeat of the Secretary General
of the party, Abdus Salam
Talukder ol Jamalpur, Major
Géneral (Retd) Majidul Huq of
Magura, Tariqul Islam of
Jessore, Col (Retd) Mustafizur
Rahman of Bagerhat. Dr
Mosharraf Hossain of Comilla,
Nurul Huda of Chandpur,
Abdullah-Al Noman,

Defence Secretary,
Secretﬁﬁ;. Auditor General of
Bangl

Chairman
lors. He was also a Member o
the Fifth Parliament an
Minister of State for Estab-
lishment from March 20
K September 19. 1991. :

Siddiqi of Chittagong, Brig
(Retd) Hannan Shah. Prof A
Mannan of Gazipur,
Choudhury
Shajahan Siraj, Humayun Khan
Panni and Maj.
Mahmudul Hassan of Tangail,
Lt. Gen (Retd) Mir Shawkat
Ali, Mirza Abbas, Abul Hasnat,
and Abdul Man-nan of Dhaka.

Prof
Rajbari. Abdur Rab Choudhury
of Lakshmipur and many other
prominent leaders of the party
demonstrated
standing on a sandy base. But
these were all good lessons in-
deed. They wi
some parties and their nomi-
nation committees of their
evils. and promote the onward

'march of democracy in the
country.

A -Matin
of Narayanganj,

Gen (Retd)
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Children Learn to Live with Scars of War
Tim Weaver writes from Igalo, Yugoslavia

The Dayton peace agreement has brought hope to Bosnia and surrounding re-
gions, where people are picking up the pieces of lives and lands torn by
conflict. Many children were traumatised by the fighting, and Gemini News
Service reports how they are being given special help to heal.

OTHING prepared you-
nﬁl psychologist Darka
inic for Lhe stories

she hears from the children of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

“They saw things | could not
imagine,” says 24-year-old
Minic, who works at a rehabili-
tation centre for Bosnian chil-
dren. "l knew there was
shelling. but what they said

. was incredible to me. [ didn't

know they had been in jalils.
that they were mistreated by
Fenp!: who had been their
riends."

People such as Minic are
trying to pick up the pieces —
both mental and physical — left
by the civil wars that torn
through the Balkans over the
past five years.

The peace agreement
clinched in Dayton, Ohio. in
late 1995 may have halted the
lighting. but the scars remain.

ey are in evidence at the
rehabilitation centre in Igalo
on the Montenegrin coast.
Every month. two coachloads
of children arrive from Bosnia
to fill the centre's 87 beds.

Most turn up alone. but
there are also 26 beds for par-
enis to accompany children
with special needs. The centre
cares for youngsters disturbed
by war and also those with se-
rious illnesses. f[or which
treatment is unavailable in
Bosnia.

One mother, Mira. is staying
with her four-year-old daugh-
ter Natasha, who suffers from
¢crebral palsy. With the help of
a physiotherapist. Natasha is
strugghing gamely to improve
her walking.

"Al home it was very diffi-
cul.” says Mira. "We were
stuck in our apartment be-
cause it was {oo dangerous to

go out.”

Backed by the United
Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). the centre offers

psycho-social care for young-
sters suffering from war-re-
lated trauma and siress.

For example. surveys have
shown that almost all children
in the cities of Mostar and
Sarajevo have experienced
shelling. More than half those
i Saranjevo has been shot at. In
Moslar three-quarters of
those surveved had their
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homes atlacked and 57
cent  reported  having  a

wounded parent.

In lgale. such children can
benefit from psychotherapy.
Counsellors encourage their
young patients to up and
express their shock. fear and
anger, through talking. playing
[l::n'lcl drawing and other out-

s.

To help set u the pro
grlmmc. UNICEF provided
75.000 and organised spe.
Flahnrd training for stafl. The
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svelioterapsts also learned
W 1o mianage their own job-
related stress.

One problem: they face is the

sense of frustration at not be-
ing able (o do more to help.
The demand for places is high
Because ol this. most children
can stay for little more than a
month. But this is not enough.
says Minic.

"Even short-term therapy
should last six months. If you
open the trauma. you have tc
be able to close it. and vou
cannot do that in a month.
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sometimes it is better 1ot
te start the treatment at all,
especiallv when the children
have lost their parents. There
enough time for the
grieving- process to be com-
pleted. At first | wanted all the
children to stay. and I can ask
some to stay longer. but | can-

is noi

not do that for evervone.”

Minic tells of one youny girl
who came to the centre griev-
brother who was
killed in Tighting. The girl had
worn black for a year and had
not laughed. At the centre. she

ing for a
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learned to live again and to
laugh. "But 1 knew that when
she went home. things would
return to the way they were."
In nearby Croatia. another
UNICEF-assisted programme
is using art to help lift the
spirits of children who wit-
nessed the horrors of war.

School children in the in-
dustrial town of Slavonski
Brod, on the border with
Bosnia, are creating dramas
and pictures celebrating peace
and tolerance. Their inspira-

 tion is the work of a Croatian

writer, Ivana Brlic-Mazuranic,
who wrote folklore tales of
human triumph over evil su-
pernatural forces,

Slavonski Brod suffered ex-
tensive damage during the
fighting that lollowed the cre-
ation of an independent
Croatia in 199}. The locals’
former antagonists live just
across the River Sava in
Bosnia. and the Serb-held re
gion of East Slavonia lies to the
east.

The idea of using moralistic
fairy tales to impress upon the
children that war is not the
natural state of aflairs is cham-
Finned by Verica Vukelic. who
or 20 years worked for the
town's culture fund. She has
been helped by her husband.
Mato. the town mayor.

. He and counterparts from
11 other former [ront-line
towns in Croatia have declared
themselves “defenders of chil
dren” as part of a gebal initia-
tive, launched by mayors and
nmnic!pa] leaders in 1992. to

“enstre that youngstets' néeds

are met in ‘accotdatier 'with
the international Convention

+ on the Rights of the Child.

The Croatian mayors have’
slated projects based on wvari-
ous themes. Dubrovnik. for in-
stance. has taken the lead in
educating young people about
the dangers of land-mines and
unexploded devices

Slavonski Brod's mayor and
his fellow eivic™ leaders are
driven by the desire to rebuild
for the young. He says: "There
is no more important thing in
the town than the children.”

The writer is a freelance
Journalist currently based in
Croritin,
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