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Encouraging, But

Once again, the government has spelled it out.
It deems law and order situation of the country as
its prime concern and continues to sound loud
and clear about its readiness and sincerity to ar-
rest and put in the reverse gear, the present
trend of alarming deterioration of it. Last Satur-
day's day-long national workshop on law and
order actually reverberated with the call for the
necessity of pluralistic consciousness and inte-
grated action to fight terrorism. violence and
similar other evils plaguing the country.

The Home Minister who literally blazed the
trail by presiding over the programme rightly ob-
served that a change in the prevailing law and
order situation for the better is not possible by
the singular effort eithet of the government or
any party for that matter. A man with a distin-
guished background. that of a freedom fighter
and an author, the Home Minister could not have
been more apt in summing up the recent elec-
toral verdict as a responsibility given by the peo-
ple for building a corruption free society: How-
ever, not providing for the participation of many
other party leaders present on the occasion was
also a big failure on the part of the organisers.

The absence of any*representative of BNP, the
largest opposition party. in a workshop on a na-
tional issue crying for a semblance of consensus
and unanimity across the whole political spec-
trum, was a study in deplorable failure.

Nevertheless, we have enough reasons to be
hopeful. The Prime Minister has reiterated her
call for a crusade against criminals irrespective of
party affiliation and the minister concerned is all
there in eagerness as the instantaneous an-
nouncement of a taskforce in this regard, would
suggest. But the heart-warming anti-criminal ut-
terances will be vindicated only when the long
arm of law will be allowed to ferret out criminals
within the fold of the party in power to make a
test case of harmony between word and action.

We all know politics is more about strategy
than sincerity and there reigns supreme the
spectre of Machiavelli. But to effect any percepti-
ble improvement in the law and order, politics of
this country has to be exorcised of the revered'
Italian’s spirit, at least for the time being. Besides
taking the output of the brain-storming session to
the parliament, the Prime Minister will do credi-
bility a favour by sending the bigoted strategists of
her party on holiday and bringing the more sin- -
cere elements to the fore. .

The ZIA's Image

The Zia International Airport (Wﬁﬂm {
multifarious problems. Many of them stem from
inadequate physical and technical facilities re-
flecting either bad policies or lack of policies. No
wonder, the premier air port of ours has been
going through a phase of serious image crisis. A
few avoidable and undesirable incidents that took
place at the ZIA in recent times bore testimony

to it.

Now the director of ZIA appears to be, con-
cerned about the deterioration in law and order
at the airport. Increasing incidence of snatching,
harassment of passengers, illegal transactions in
loreign currencies, etc have prompted him to
seek help from the Dhaka Metropolitan Police.
The fact is that a DMP posse placed earlier at the
ZIA was inexplicably withdrawn on June 15. Now
we hear that the civil aviation authority deems
the expenditure of Tk 3.5 lakh a month on the
Ansars, and the Golden Guards, a private security
agency, rather inconsequential. How long the ar-
rangement have been in place we do not know.
But whaj we do know is that the problems have
been there for long.

- We thank the director for his serious concern

about the image of our international airport. To
the foreigners the ZIA simply presents the coun-
try's face. We cannot allow any smear on that face.
Hopefully, the collaboration between DMP and
aigport authorities will revamp security and im-
prove the law and order environment at the ZIA.
But at the same time, the dealings inside the air-
port office need to be better with firmness re-
maining the virtue but without lacking in niceties
and courtesies. :

Point is Well Taken

To have called our parliament a "jatiya mit-
thabadi sangsad” (national liars' parliament) has
been very unfortunate, ill-conceived, and
reckless. The impropriety is appalling when one
considers the occasion and the person who
_delivered it. The term was used by former home
secretary and inspector general of police Abdul

Khaleque at a law-and-order policy conference
convened by the home ministry on Saturday.

However, the point Khaleque wanted to make
is an issue of tremendous importance, and must
not get lost amidst the furore. The issue concerns
the submission of accounts of election expenses
by the contestants in the June polls. The state-
ments of account showing a maximum e of
Tk 3 lakh in most cases may not have reflected
the true picture. ' /

The contestants could have very well asked the
Election Commission to raise the expenditure
ceiling beyond the level of Tk 3 lakh before the
polls. They did not. So, even if a single MP is now
found to have spent one taka more than the ceil-
| ing, he should be answérable and accountable for |
the same, It is public knowledge that election ex-
- penses exceeded far more than the fixed amount
in every urban centre. | , .

Finally, Khaleque paid for his insulting com-
ment by tendering an apology but to have forced
_him not to continue with his speech was also un-
i et o]
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Administrative Reforms

by Muhammad Anisuzzaman

’I‘ was possible ev-
" en decades ago. to

"o recei- ve slale ser-
vice without bribery or
influence. But why is it not
possible now? ..... For whose

otection is there legal and
Klrdlﬂai systemn, administrative
system and to punish whom?

or whose interest the present
administration is being run at
the cost of public exchequer?
Why people are afraid to visit
any government office? We
have to free the nation of these
vices and wrongdoings.” (Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's Add-
ress to the Nation. June 24,
1996. The Daily Siar June 27,
1996. P.9.)

" Administrative ms
and structures at levels should
be reformed with a view to de-
veloping a people-centred,
accountable. nen-partisan and
effective civil administration
make more accountable re-
sponsible and efficient.” (Pro-
posals on behalf of ADAB. Gra-
ssroots People s Organisation

and Civil Society to different
political parties Parlia
mentary Election. 1996, The

Daily Star June 9. 1996 P 3 |

’ There is widespread
concern aboul government
performance, and a percep-
tion that accountability mea-
sures and institutions are nei-
ther sufficiently transparent
nor adequately strict to ensure
effective, fair, and efficient
policy and programme imple
mentation.” (United Nations
Report On Public Administra-
tion Sector Study in Bangla-
desh July 1993 P V) °

Hasina has already lost the first
month. She has only two more
months to act on ARs.

Agenda setting: Since ARs
encompass vast, and variegated
subjects, one must be very

ractical or pragmatic in se-
ecting major areas of innova-
tion. One must not shoot at the
sky — rather down-to-earth
concerns and sufferi of the
people must be addressed.
Agenda need not be built
anew. Agenda are already
available in the PM's speech,
NGO demand and donor's

reference — indicated in the

ginning of this paper. How
about implementing these th-
ree agenda. for example? In-
creasing effectiveness of bu-
reaucratic service delivery,-ac-
coumtability of government of-
ficers and tran:parm of gov-
ernment measures insti-
tutions — to take only three
ARs identified by three re-
sponsible institutions.

Im tation possibili-
ties The PM has noted that
people are afraid to visit any

vernment office.” If she now

sires that something be
done to deal with the problem
edfectively and expeditiously
what options are available to
her? We must remember (hat
by this one stroke ol pen
[paper/print she has indeed
encroached upon the bureau
cratic wonderland which has a
century-old tradition of
seclusion, secretiveness. and
confidentiality which sea) the
bureaucrats off from the pub
lic or more correctly. dls.ap;hng
the public to enter any gov-

Since Administrative Reforms encompass vast, and variegated subjects, one must be

or SP could not be brought te
trial in the case of Yasmin's
rape and murder reported]
committed by government of-
ficers themselves — while the
victim was in their custody.

This brings up the guestion
of public-police relations
soured so much over the re-
cent years. A parliamentary
task force maﬁ constituted
to examine public-police rela-
tions and submit a bill within
a month or so enabling the
Parliament to do the needful
with dispatch. The PM might
be required by such ation
to place before the liament
annually the cases oFavrioiaﬂuru
and non-availability of redress
against police action so that
the entire nation can keep
watch.

Accountability and trans-
parency: The so-called au-
tonomous bodies — the public
undertakings and sector cor-
porations — were intended to
render government — service
available with greater dispatch
than is possible by government
departments. The initial con-
cern with speed was so much
that we lost sight of its con-
trol. accountability and trans-
parency The result has been
a parallel bureaucracy besides
government departments
each with its empire which is
not answerable to any body in
the effective sense of the
lerm.

Their operations are not yet
ruhlit knowledge and the pub-
ic undertakings committee of
the Parliament Is yet to bring
these ‘emperors’ to book. The

very practical or pragmatic in selecting major areas of innovation. One must not
Matthcahy—rntherdowu—tafndhcmandmﬂbdnpofthemkm

__beaddressed.

Differing in semantics. but
not in substance, the GO, NGO
and Donor — the three prima
donna on the Bangladesh the-
atre — have underscored the
major issues of administrative
reforms, viz, effective public
sgrvice delivery, (PM): ple-
centred and accountable civil
administration (ADAB), trans-
parent measures and institu-
tions to ensure programme
implementation (UNDP). One
can ill afford to join issue with
such identification of need s or
what should be done.

The point, however, is how
to do it. This paper seeks to
place the enterprise of
Administrative Reforms (ARs)
in its proper perspectives so
that those who want ARs can
sift the chaff from the grain,
because ARs are amorphous in

connotation — including a
ange iud]FM's rivate secre-
e : tretming -
in Union P g S P

The time frame: ARs are
undertaken within a time
frame and the best time is
first three months of a new
regime. The time is just right
when people are in a mood to
see changes ilake place Later
innovations might be liard to
implement or new and more
pressing demands might past
it to the background. Just re-
call that the last regime set up
a local reform commission
which took so much time that
it failed to do anything at all.
S0 strike the iron while it is
red. ;

The past as prologue:
Every regime experimented
with AR beginning with high
hopes and ending with some,
little or no effect. Among ma-
jor ARs, Sheikh Mujib's Dis-
trict Governors' Scheme 1975
could not see light of day. Ziaur
Rahman's District Develop-
ment Coordinator ‘scheme was
put into operation (1977), but
could not make much headway
as the relative position of DCC
and DC was not made clear.
Ershad asked his Adminis-
trative Reforms Committee
(1981) to report within a
month and he introduced its
recommendations about Upa-
zila Parishad as an elected
local government system at
thana level. Khaleda Zia with
unseemly haste did away with
the Upazila System (1991)
without replacing it with any-
-thing else. Sheikh Hasina
might guard against such an
attitude. An institution or
measure must be considered
in terms of "its objectivity and
not subjectivity. If the three-
month rule has any merit,

“dhies level,

ertiment officer's room to get
their grievances redressed.
Members ol the public require
the permission of bureaucrats
1o enter the Secretariat —
which is not an easy thing to
et when one needs it. In the
ivisions and Districts, Com-
missioners and DCs are not

Yeasily accessible either. Many

Commissions and Committees
casl doubt on the utility of main-
taining such colonial offices
lor a free nation — such as
Ershad's Administrative Com-
mittee recommended doin
away with these officers an
replacing them by elected
representatives. While Ershad
did away with SDO at sub-dis-
trict level and accepted elec-
ted system at thana level, he
kept Commissioner and DC in
fact.

In Bangladesh, the most
powerful officers are Segreta-

Jpies, at the nmai#vd‘:ﬂw

autonomo

Commissioneérs at
the Divisional level and DCs at
the district level. If people
have any grievances ainst
them, what is the rem av-
ailabje? The Ombudsman re-
mains on the Constitution in
letters only.

Instead of setting up an AR
commission to look into and
report on the state of affairs —
for it is already over known,
why not consider the ways of
dealing with it? How about
scrapping the British made
laws and regulations that put a
long list of powers and func-
tions in the hands of DC and
replaciffg these with laws and
regulations enabling elected
chiefs of district administra-
tion to remain "accountable” to
a District Parishad? Instead of
lamenting on "for whose inter-
est the present administration
is being run at the cost of pub-
lic exchequer?” the PM might
consider bills of District Adm-
inistration along "accotntable”
lines and place these before
Parliament. Hitherto Parlia-
ment has been by-passed in
ARs and hence these could not
be effective. .

The district administration
is in dire need of new laws to
deal with the requirements of
the situation — "people are
afraid to visit any government
office” and the PM is pledge-
‘bound "to free the nation of
these vices and wrong doing."
Because the district adminis-
tration officers are well
shielded by laws and regula-
tions, no effective and e i-
tious redress was possible to
the entire population of
Dinajpur district, when its DC

irmen-at the
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. Thoughts on 7th JS
Sir. | avidly watched the in-
augural session of the Seventh
Jatiya Sangsad live on BTV,
However, | was shocked by the
lack of eloguence shown by
members of both the Treas
and Opposition benches whic
contrasted sharply with the
forceful oratory of the Lok
Sabha in India which | have
seen’ on satellite television.
What disappointed me most
were 'am speeches of the
Prime Minister and the Leader
of the Opposition. Far from
setting examples for others to
follow, both seemed content in
‘ln_dulgln,g in banal trivialities
and digging up skeletons of

the t.
| ﬁ walkout staged by the

BNPFP does not bode well for the

future. ] feel it would be a po-
litical mistake for the BNP to
insist on paying back the
Awami Lenﬂ.m in same wa
in which the latter had dealt
during the former's tenure in
power as this would not be
well received by a fast-matur-
ing polity. Instead, the BNP
would be better advised to
a "wait-and-see” attitude.

During the proceedings of
the JS ) at:gmun was drawn

ar incident. At one

toap
stage during her speech the
Pﬂm_!ulln.l:ger referred to the

TEEEESS———————. S, de—— -
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roceeding of this committee
ike Lthose of Public Accounts
ConMmittee have been noted
for "backlogs” in their official
reporting, and much less on
actions taken.

The Seventh Parliament can
take the lead in making the
Public Undertakings Commi-
ttee more vistble in particular
in view of the growing im-
portance of those public
undertakings — bringing their
chairmen, members ang direc-
tors to lament commit-
tee heaﬂpar: and rﬂh:g them
justify their existence and ex-
penditure and publishing its
report expeditiously to inform
the public. Here again, the PM
has the crucial role.

Lastly, the NGOs — whose
size, and operation have grow-
ing so much as to form an NGO
Bureau in the PM's office.
Again, there is little or no par-
liamentary debale on . them.
Only recently have (hese
cowe up lor public scnithiy as
to their sources ol income.
nature of expenditure and ini
pact. The World Bank's stress
on the financial tr irency
of the NGOs is a case in point
(Editorial, The Daily Star July
12, 1996}, Again , why not a
Parliamentary task force on
NGO and it report within
two months placed before the
parliament? Necessary legisla-
lions may then be initiated.

The readers may by now
have noted my emphasis on
Parliament, new laws made by
it where needed, its commit-
tees being made at once active
and responsible in controlling
bureaucratic excesses and in
letting the public know what
goes on in the enterprise
called the Government. Only
four levels of analysis have
been indicated here — the sec-
retariat, the sector corpora-
tions, the district offices and
the NGOs. If the PM can initi-
ate quick action in these four
levels — by placing appropri-
ate bills in the Parliament —
then Parliament will serve as
the nerve-centre of govern-
ment as the PM is on record
to seek. Other concerns of
ARs mighit be identified and
placed before the Parliament
as the needs arise. The point is
that Parliament has had no
role whatsoever in AR efforts
in Bangladesh. Let the PM re-
verse the trend by puttin
Parliament in the scenario o
ARs,

The writer is a former me.m'
ber of Administrative Reform
Committee, 1982.
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previous BNP government as
fertiliser-thieves."
Subsequently, the Chief Whip
of the Opposition raised a
gﬂint of order and asked
eaker Humayun Rasheed
Choudhury to expunge the
comment from the record of
Prnceedinga as it was, he al-
eged, derogatory. However,
amazingly, the Speaker chose
to completely ignore the issue
and instead of deliberating on
it proceeded with the sched-
ule. Cries of protest from the
Opposition were drowned in
the fanfare heralding the ar-
rival of the President. 1
thought that the incident was
most discouraging for those
hoping to see a neutral
Speaker. | sincerely hope that
the Speaker's oversight was
due to unfamiliarity with his
new position and did not stem
from partisan considerations.

M R Khan
37/A Indira Rd
Dhqkﬂ-l 215
Matters to consider,
or not ... '

-

Sir, Radio Banglpdesh is
now being announced to be
called as Ban Betar. |
don't understand why the

F ]
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name had to be changed. If the
reason behind it is that 'radio’
is an English word, then what
about ot innumerable Eng-
lish words used in our coun-
try? What about Bangladesh
Television? Will it be called
Bangladesh Doordarshan or
what? We saw in the inaugural
session of the Jatiya Sangsad
that all the members, inclu-
ding Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina addressing the newly-
appointed Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury as 'Manania
Speaker'. ‘Speaker’' is an Eng-
lish word, why not it be subs-
tituted with available Bangla -
word? What about 'mayor, 'ci
corporation’ and other Englis
words, [ think the list will be
too long. So, is it not irrational
to make unnece changes?
As 'Awami League' itself is not
a Bangla word, it is half-Urdu,
half-English. It puzzles me why

* there's so much centrovers

over "Zindabad’', just because it
is an Urdu word.

It would be much better if
the government pay attention
to impeortant matters which
will benefit the country and
not waste time upon Issues
:Elch may become controver-

Nurdahan '
East Nasirabad, Chittagong.

Prime Minister, Parliament and |

Turn Griefinto S

Was up in arms the

government. | first wr-
under the above

T was December 11, 1994
I when the then oppesition

ote
headline and
from support

ers of -
sh's two nnt:- political parties.
then written that

I had
mest people do think the op-

position s demmand for a consti-
tutional amendment seeking

elections under a non-partisan .

interim ment was
and would help stop vote

game
They also do not like street
agitations that cause disrup-
It::ina to their daily lives now
pr ted by the oppo-
lltigng. hope Sheikh Hasina
will take "benevolent” steps to
gain more support. than antag-
Now. as Bangladesh wel-
comed Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's Awami League gov-
ernment, after 21 years in
political wilderness, | decided
to resume the column with the
hope that the change that was
brought about through the
elections has also ushered in a
temperament not to take ev-

erything on partisan lines.

posi-independence good
deeds and misiakes does not
need a unilateral decision to
restore his rightful place in
history. He is a that
does not need to be imposed
on others once the true history
is unfolded in steps. not in
haste
Sheikh Hasina. by leading
her Awami League to power
and state honours for
her lamented father. has ac-
complished a t feat by any
standard. An more is be-
ing looked upon as either
steps taken out of emotion or
on y lines.
any feel that the issue of
Angust 15 should have been
brought to the for a
‘consensus” ision and it
was unlikely to have been op-
m by the main Ttﬁn
Begum Khaleda Zia. wife
of decorated war veteran slain
president Ziaur Rahman
By not doing so. the Awami
League has given some section
the unity to dishonour
one of history's greatest lead-
ers. Let there be no more ac-
tions that will give the
unity to dishonour him.
whim above controversy.

was in the osition. But

(B
ent as an opposition group.

As some commentators
have said that the BNP was

Thus, at the very outset. |
would like to ur that the elec-
y

torate. specially those who
seek to see the rious inde-
pendence str e upheld in

its true perspective, have lots

of expectations from Sheikh
Hasina, the daughter of Bang-
ladesh's ioundlnﬁlthtr -
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur -
man. in implementing her
pled rather than del ng
regulgr sermons.

The sermons have been

praised, even the one deliv-
ered to the armed forces. but
those can quickly get tired (f
she falls to translate pledges
inte reality — at least one —
during her first month in of-
fice instead of going for usual
analysis after a government
crosses its first 100 days.

Already the main discussion
with everybody is that except
the restoration of hu
in his rightful place, no sub-
stantial thing took place.
People think that there was
hardly any need for such a
haste to lare August 15 a
"national mounting day and a
public holiday " .

The prime minister in her
first comments to the press
after the elections said : "We
will heal the wounds, not cre-
ate new ones, unite the nation,
mot divide it.” A comment that
immediately drew praise and
international attention.

By the cabinet- decision a
part of that comment appea-
red. just a "political one,” lack-

ing human angle E:lrmued in,
her tone on June 14 d a

press conference at the pre-
micr s Dhanmondi residence,
3angabandhu, with both his

OOL'S PARADISE?
S @
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by Nadeem Qadir
The whole world knows who
led Bangladesh to its indepen-

dence.

When | lost my father in the
independence war at the
of 10. | was repeatedly l:ﬁ

turn your into

Even Bangabandhu -tm ™
mother to have "c " wi
the fond words of m “you
are like my daughter.... come
to me whenever you want.” He
held me close and hugged me
like a father

For the past 25 years, Allah
above and my mother have he-
Iped me survive with courage
;Ed dﬂrgn;lmﬂun. with (mi-

t sou unny) a for
a father who rmfld nm us
to tell the harsh world -- "get
lost”

What Is important to re-
member is that truth always
triumphs — may sometime
take a long ime — and no man
can change the course of

event either by distorting l:llE

torv or dishing out lies or "self-
censori news . The
last was Zia's main en-

emy,. as | have seen it with
q_ll-;nt regret in some cases.

truths could have helped
her more than the censored
versions.

For the new prime minis-
ter, her immediate task should
be to take st that effect the
life of Hanglxttm in geperal
— the man on the i

Control on price of con-
sumuer goods should be a prior-
ity alid those found responsibile
dor art il increase in prices
s be severely death 'with.
Mercy is humane, but in run-
n;ﬁ a statecraft it can be a
i quality.” Look what hap-

trying that day to give back
A :

has been a lot change in public
sentiment between. IBQFJand
1996

| can only say ; can de-
stroy, but Pltlﬂlcﬂl fruit.

Just one a . please dis-

tance ymnri:mplh;_-:hﬂhu

opposed Baﬂl&'h‘l :
Sheikh Hasina was ex-

pected to act like a premier
and reserve her accusations
against Begum Zia for a later

One can how pray that
our leaders ﬂﬁnt let us
down once again and instead
try te find more common
rounds than feuds to leun:

— described

r;nm by
chief Muh Habibur
Rahman as a "unfortunate’
country — to ty. Let it
no more be “mﬁtummw 'y

| would like to put up
a point | made in December
that the constitution should
make it for politi-
cians that, before fighting it

out themselves on any
issue and the
masses as pawns on their

chess boards. they must first
fr}-:tk public 'mniun on that

rough an pendent body
»0 that there is no fear of tam-
peringg with the results. .
The writer is a Special Corres-
pondent with Agerce France-
Presse (AFP), Dhaka.

Mandela's Odyssey from Robben

HE end of the Cold War

has brought many extra-
ordinary transformatio-

ns. but none has the f tale
guality of Nelson Mandela's
rogress from a prisoner to an
ovoured statesman in the
span of a few years. Once vili-
ed and reviled by British
leaders as a terrorist, Mandela
the first South Africa black
President was given a hero's
welcome during his recent 4-
day state visit to UK. He ‘was
received by the Queen and the

Duke of Edinburgh at the
hurs:ﬁﬁuarda. ted by a 21-
run salute treated by the

traditional royal carriage drive
with the Queen to the Buck-
ingham Palace, to have the
rare privilege bf staying there
as her Guest of Honour. In
stark contrast of Common's
silence for 20 that fol-

- lowed Mandela's imprison-

ment in 1962, he was ac-
corded the distinct honour of
an address to both houses of
arliament at the 900-year-old
est Minister Hall, the first

visi head of state to do so
since sident De Gaulle in
1960,

Another event lfad no pre-
cedent as Chancellors of about
a dozen universities including
Oxford, Cambridge. Lendon,
Nottingham, Glasgow and
Liester tipped over each other
to' confer honourary degrees
onn Mandela at a unique mass

raduation staged  at
uckingham Palace. People
lined up the streets of Lon
to and see Mandela, con-
sidered a legendary icon,
whereas the average state visi-
tor barely earns a second
ance. He attended a state
uet in his honour at the
Buckingham Palace with 200
uests and received the
onourary freedom of the city
of London at a Guild hall ban-
quet. Prince Charles accompa-
nied him in course of his walk
about in Brixton in south
London.
This unprecedented ho-
nour shown to Mandela by Bri-
tain is a reflection of Mandela's

unique and inspiring story. .

Nelson Mandela incarcerated
political Prisoner for more
than a quarter of century at
Robben Island prison, the sym-
bol of black majority's st e
against apartheid and white
domination became the first
black president of the new
non-racial rnment of na-
tional unity in South Africa in
1994. Mandela played a vital

role in one of the most succ-

essful political transitions of
20th century by bringing about
an end to apartheid without
the backlash of any hatred or
rancour. In his lack of bitter-

| ness towards former white

by Abdul Hannan

oppressors. he is a living witn-
ess to the value of tolerance
and reconciliation and, may be,
a lesson Lo all political leaders
who preach democracy.

dela, however, went on
a visit to Britain to altract
commerce and not compli--
ments. Between all the colour-
ful splendour and ceremonies,
the aim of his visit was a hard-
sell. Although large propor-
tions of foreign investment lost
in punitive sanction years un-
der apartheid has recovered,
there is a de ate anxiety in
Pretoria to attract foreign in-
vestment and promote its farm

ruling party.
nunciation of power by a per-

- Island to Buckingham Palace

physic fit, Mandela has
made it own that he is not
*interested to contest 1999

election but would step down
in favour of a younger succes-
sor able to take char%e of
lormidable challenges of his
country recovering from
missed out opportunities of a
lost generation by Apartheid's
inherent distortions in educa-
tion, health, hou and wel-
fare and high rate of crime and
violence., however has indi-
cated that he would be pleased
to see his Vice President
Mbeki elected the ANC, the
voluntary re-

the

products in markets of Euro

to shore up its economy. He
was accompanied by a delega-
tion of more than 100 indus-
trialists and businessman. He
held talks at the Bank of
England, had a meeting with
the British Prime Minister
John Major and attended a
one-day conference on invest-
ment in his country sponsored
by the Confederation of the
British Industry. Britain is the
largest investor in South Africa
which is at the same time a
First World and a Third World:
the former in much of its capi-

talist structure, the latter in*

terms of the income of its ru-

ral H;}or
e economy grew by 3 per

cent in 1995, investment was
up by 6.5 per cent and infla-
tion was low at 6.6 per cent
reflecting business confidence
at home and expanded inter-
national involvement. The eco-
nomic policy of the new
democracy in South Africa is
characterised by ‘surprising
Eragmauam in favour of mar-

et-friendly’ policies. The gov-
ernment has begun phasing
out exchange controls, has
drastically reduced import tar-
ifts and will shortly n to
privatise. Generating jobs is
critical to well being country's
new democracy. The sirategy
aims at 6 per cent wth and
the creation of 400,000 jobs

r annum. It is possible.

uth Africa does not suffer
from what is described as
African syndrome. South Africa
is far more economically de-
veloped than any other state in
the continent . It has a larger
middle-class, a bigger urban
population. an even bigger
non-Africa professional minor-
ity and vast nAtural resour-
ces. Mandela's commitment to
national reconciliation, his
devotion to multiracial rela-
tions and determination to
come fo grips with the vicious
cycle of poverty and violence
bodes well for stability amd
attraction of foreign inves-
tment,

At 78 although surprisingly-

ho- h
son who enjoys uucpuwh::ty

claim as a statesman is

of Mandela's wisdom. good
sense and political vision in
stark contrast to many of his
contemporary African political
leaders including Jomo Ken-
yata of Kenya, Kenneth Kuanda
of Zambia and Julias of
Tanzania, who held on to
power for an inordinately long
time till they were eased out.
It is as if, out of sufferings of
his long confinement, he had
attained Nirvana, a Salvation

from all greed and ambitions of
power. ;

Mandela is compared
with Gandhi and Martin Lu-
ther. His life is an incarnation

sufferings and ess, love
and c on. His is a triu-

h of human t over evil,
right over and truth

wrong

over falsehood. By honouring
Mandela the British people
may have made amends for
their past mistakes. Even as
late as October 1987 at a press
conference following . the
Commonwealth heads of gov-
ernment conference held in
Vancouyer, the former British
Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher said: "The ANC is a
typical terrorist organisation ...
Anyone who thinks it is going
to run the Government in
South Africa is living in a
cloud-Cuckoo land.” e un-

recedented honour shown to

andela in a | SeNnse, may
be an act of atenement to help
achieve a catharsis of the col-
lective shame of all white
colonial masters ::::-l the tyra-
niy, oppression injustice
agi{inut the black in the past.
Nevertheless, as has been aptly
said by Mandela that Britain
remains the bastion tIJ:" drml{;
Cracy, honouring him. t
British people have hon#ured

their deep and enduring values
of demecracy, freedom and

human dignity.

. The writer is Press
Counsellor, Missi
on to the in New York.



