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Eccentric Bus Ride

by Chandra Shekhar Das

With his terse leaned out to left and the left
hand caughl in an act of tireless thn.ml[:mmgl~ the
helper turnad janitor attracts the huddled
commuters at different pockets. Signaling to
the prospective passengers. he continues his
persuasive assault on your ear drums, "gatelock.
gatelock'! Piercingly audible in the repetitive
‘chants of the crew, who has been graduated
overnight from the school of observation and
reciprocal necessity. and barely visible in the
handiwork on the gates of the private buses
and minibuses 'gatelock’ is a word that like
many others in our vocabulary continues to ex-
jst — albeit far and lon¥ removed from the con-
text of its origin.

For the inexperienced bus riders, the word
is a decoy capable of disappointment and exas-
peration. Those who are taken in by this un-
paid ad are generally left with the feeling of
travelling in a local train deemed earlier as a
miailtrain. It stops, suil]ﬂ'i and slithers. Most

e do not mind suc Tisy.
whnac who do, gﬁncrm believe in the
spirit of asides. And if on occasions one or two
n}?that tolerant audience hit out at the aberrat-
ing vehicle managers, the huge drone of the
automobile demon, nonchalance and broad
smile of the passengers in appreciation of a
comedy of acrimony and above all. the slang-
happy conductor's inarticulate often angry at-

. genuity is not in the act of giving

tempt at justifying his ways bring down the
curtain on such edifying enlerprises,

If the conductors and helpers are adept in
taking the mickey out of you, drivers, the qui-
eter and more technicalfy advanced compo-
nents of the crew of private buses are capable
ol producing dooms-day visions. Theirs is a feat
mertting to be described as an improvement
upon static strategy vis-a-vis man's competitive
instinct. More often than not, the driver of a
third bus behind the two arrived earlier at a
stnppag;:. would bring his monstrous toy to a
halt right,in front of the still, small and shim-
mying queue of automobiles. The touch of in-
a damn to the
norm of letting the first arrived the privilege
to leave the stoppage first but in the cﬁahulica]
idea of thwarting that possibility. Normally the
bosses of these lately arrived buses stop the
vehicles dangerously and diagonally right in
front of their front-runner at the stoppages.
Half of the body blocks any attempt of move-
ment in a straight line and half, precisely the
posterior, is left to occupy what little room for
passage is left on the road in a manner so that

no other ‘rival' can steal its thunder by getting -

round it. For all the fits of annoyance, you can-
not deny that the Bengalees are an innovative
race,

Playing pranks.

SCI election
A 19-member executive
commyjttee with Dr Maswoodur
Rahman an<l Mian Akbar Hus
sein as the president and the

national secretary respectively
of Service Civil International
[SCI)-Bangladesh was elected
@l ils biennial general meeti

held Friday in l.f:f LIy, accord-
%tﬂ'l press - release, reports

The other  executives are:
vice presidenis — Asaduzza-
man, Anwar Hossain, national
treasurer — Shamsuddin Baher
Mojumder, assistant national
secretaries — Kazi Khairul Has-
san Masum and Quazi Wazed
Hossain Papan.

Former information minis
ter and president of SCI-
Bangladesh Dr Mizanur Rah-
man S presided over the
meeting. e election was
conducted by Md Mozammel
Hoque as the eleclion commis-
sioner.

Indian HC calls
on Razzak

The Indian High Commis-
sioner to Bangladesh, Dev
Mukharji called on Minister
for Water Resources Abdur
Razzak at his office Pesterday.

crepeoria BSS.. | L |

They discussed matters pl
mutiial interest and exchanged
views on various as of wa-
ter resources of both the coun-

tries.

Screening suspended

Bangladesh
Board has suspended the cen-
sor certificates of two English
feature films due to their ille-
gal exhibition with obscenes at
two cinema halls of Khulna,
reports UNB.

The suspended films are —
'‘Spiritual Super Cop' imported
by Nandan Trade Infernational
and Fatal Mission’ imported by
Screan Films Distributors, said
a PID handout yesterday.

- young man was sta

Film Censor.
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2 killed in road
accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed in separate road acci-
denits in Narayanganj and a
' . by toll
collectors In the city Sun
day, hospital sources said.

An accident occurred at
Fatullah bus stand in the mom-
ing when a speeding truck ran
over a pedestirian. He was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
where he died just after ar-
rival. The victim, aged aboul
60, could not be identified
immediately.

In another road accident. a
Enuungﬂ was killed when a
us suddenly overturned at
Arathazar thana. Narayanganj,
in the afterncon. The wvictim
was identified as Shamsuddin,
45
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Bandbox

Qutdoor Cleaning

Iintroduces Total Cleaning Care at your doorstep
For the first time in Bangladesh

Bandbox - always one step ahead with innovations in
brings for the first time in Bangladesh -

cleaning technology.

Bandbox Outdoor cleaning services include -

We Will Do It Better For You
p.
For your requirement please contact :

Bandbox Outdoor Cleaning Services
13 Mohakhali Commercial Area, Dhaka 1212, Phone 885644

“OUTOBOR. CLEANING
services aiready popular

ing safisfaction, Simply give us a call and we'll arrive at
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files, marble floor ana vinyl tiles
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Banglad

sh Federal Union of Journalists at her office in city

The Baily Star 3

BFU]J team
meets Hasina

. Prime _ Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said, her -
ernment believes in total e-
dom of the press to help
establish a true democratic
%}ggem in the country, reports

The Prime Minister was
talking to a delegation of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) and its fed-
eral units at her office in the
city yesterday.

BFUJ president Igbal
Sobhan Choudhury led the del-
egation. Leaders of Dhaka,
Chittagong, Jessore, Bogra,
Khulna, jshahi, Dinajpur,
Mymensingh unions of journal-
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Workshop on agri technology
tional workshop on "Transfer ol Agricultural Technolo
begin. Bangladesh Agricultural

« A three-day na-
" will

Research Council (BARC) has

organised the wnrkshnFDin cooperation with Department. of

Agricultural Extension

AE). Minister for Agriculture, Food,

Relief and Disaster Management Begum Matia Chowdhury will
inaugurate the workshop as chief guest. Venue: BARC audito-

rium. Time: 9 am.

Film show: Two British films. ‘Shadowland’s and
'Widow's Pealc,” will be screened. Vernmue: British Council audi-
torium. Time: 4 pm and 6:30 pm respectively.

Workshop on medical edn: A national level work-

sho

on Examination System in Medical Education will be

held. Health Minister Salahuddin Yusuf will inaugurate the
workshop. Professor Usha Nayar, Chairperson, Centre for

Medical Education and Technology. All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, New Delhi will speak. Venue: Hotel Sheraton.

Time: 8 am. ’

RDtﬂI'}T Club of Dhaka North: The instailation cer-
emony ol office bearers 1996-97 of the club will be held.
Chief guest: Vice-Chancellor of Jahangimagar University Prof

Ami
DRB,

Islam Chowdhury. Venue: Sasakawa auditorium, ICD-
ohakhali. Time: 7:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Gulshan: The regular weekly meet-
ing of the club will be held. Venue: Sajna restaurant. Time;:

4:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Central: The regular

weekly meeting of the club will be held. Venue: Dhaka Club.

Time: 1:30 pm.

Rotary

Club of Dilkusha: The regular weekly meet-

ing of the club will be held. Venue: Purbani hotel. Time: 5 pm.

Seminar on Irrigation: The institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh has organised a seminar of "Towards Sustainable
Minor Irrigation Development in Bangladesh’'. Dr Ainun Nishat

of BUET will present the keynote pape

r. Agriculture Minister

Begum Matia Chowdhury will attend the seminar of chief
guest. VC of BUET Dr M Shahjahan and president, IEB M An-
warul Azim will be present as special guests. Venue: IEB audi-

torivm. Time: 10 am.

Goethe Institut: The Zahir Raihan Film Society will
resent a 3-day Krzysztof Kuslowski Retrospective (Part 1).

enue: Institut auditorium. House-10. Rd 9,

A Time: 5 p. . . .
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Competition 1996. Chiel

ceremony: Awards |
nners of the S M Sultan Gold Medal Painting
guest:

Dhanmondi.
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Rafiqun Nabi. Venue:

Shilpakala Academy auditorium. Time; 5 pm.
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The Bangladesh Awami Knshak lLeague brought out a pro-
cession in the city yegterday to protest the removal of a por-
trait of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman from the

Cabinet Room of the Jatiya Sangsad recently.
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Minister ;
Ilasina yesterday called upon
all irrespective of party, occu-
pation and class, to play their
role in successfully implem-
enting the tree plantation pro-
gramme to make it an effective
movement, reports UNB.

The Prime Minister was
addressing the closing cere-
mony of the National Tree Fair

‘96 at the National Parade
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Konak's parents
seek trial of

his killers

By Staff Correspondent

The parents of a college
student who was killed in an
armed attack in the city, have
sought the arrest and trial of
the persons responsible for
the killing.

Nafis Sadik Konak, a Dhaka
College B.Com (Honours) first

year student., was gunned
down by miscreanis at Lne
city's New Elephant Road April
21 Some of his friends were
also injured in the incident.
Konak's fapgher, Foru
Ahmed. a relired divisiona

engineer of T&T Board. and
mother Jahan-Ara Farugq, an
associate professor of V!{iarun
Nessa Noon College. alleged
that the killers of their son
were now roaming around in

the city freely.

Even after three months ol
the incdent, lice have not
arrested any of the accused. A
case was filed with Dhanmondi
police station in this connee-

tion.

Konak's parents alleged that
pressure was on them to with-
draw the case. also al-

that when contacted, the
ide told them the accused
persons were in hiding.

The investigation officer of
the case at Dhanmondi thana
was not available for comments
on the progress of the case

Water shortage
in Shantibagh

Thousands of people in
Shantibagh area of the city
have been facing acute scarcity
of drinking water for the last
three weeks.

However, the water scarcity
has been prevailing for the last

iwo months, loecal residents
informed UNB
They said, people of Central

Road and Masjid Road were
the worst-hit in the last few
(lavs many [amilies have re-
puriedly left their houses at
Shantibagh and taken shelter
with relatives and friends in
other areas of the city.

Many others were said to be
taking their meals at nearby
restaurants as home-cookin
had to be stopped for want
water.

The residents alleged that
despite repeated complaints,
the WASA authority has failed
to arrange emergency supply
of waler in the area.

When contacted, a WASA of -
ficial in the complaint section
told UNB yvesterday that water
projection of the Gulbagh
Pump house fell sharply in last
few days, caunln& waler
scarcity in the area. Steps are
being taken to solve the prob-
lem. the official said.

He said that water was be-
ing supplied to some parts of
the area on emergency basis,
but the shortage was so acute

‘that many parts could not be
covered ASA
The WASA official, however,

assured that the situation is
likely to improve within two to
three days.
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"Our responsibility should
not be limited to observing
lree plantation week, month
or tree fair. We've to be com-
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