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Tk 77cr IDA funded project to
check river erosion in N-dist

NATORE. July 20 : A long
term extensive project, river-
banks erﬁ:tinn plan’ has
been taken to protect north-
ern region of the country from
constant erosion by river
Brahmaputra and Jamuna and
to make the flood control ar-
r I;m:nl'.s more tﬁﬁ;itivﬂ._ ;

iminary expenditure o
the project has hE:n fixed at
Taka five hundred and 77
crore.

Of the total amount of ex-

ﬂdi‘luﬂ:. about 97 per cent
ill be provided [rom IDA loan.
Bangladesh government will
provide the reslt amourit.

The primary works of the
project Igave already started at

the three worst aflected points
of Bogra and Sirajganj
According

im

save millions @f people
from flood and erosion. Over
two crore people will be facili-
tated indirectly with the pro-
ject rehabilitation plan.

The sources said, the land-
lords and their families whose
land Are acquired for the pro-
ject are being socio-economi-
¢ rehabilitated.

h arrangement is first in

- the country,
added.. The authority has
launched a rehabilitation pro-
gramhme for this reason. The
sufferers identified t 15
are being facilitated

under programme. :

As a resuylt, landlords are

l-::aﬂngdthcir land for the in-
terest of the project peacefully.
- In the mean , about 94
_hectares of land has been ac-

quired for the project.

From M A Ali Himu
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The sources said. the 225
ki long flood contrel em-
bankment is about to be inef-

fective following the onrush of

water and erosion.

If the water level in Jamuna
further increases by a metre of
mare huge areas of land in the

northern region including
Natore-Nagarbari road will be
submerged, the sources said
addi that this is why, the
immediate implementation of

the project has become neces-

1

to officials, the |
tation of the projéct -

the sources

RAJSHAHI, July 20: A young
boy was chopped to death in
broad daylight at Shaikhpara
near Rajshahi Passport oifice
in the city last Wednesday.

The dead was identified as
Mijanur Rahman Shopon, 27.
of Shaikhpara. He was a first
year student of Rajshahi Law
College. |

The killing was a sequel to
longlasting conflictions : be-
tween the deceased and one
Matin of the same locality ei-
ther on a love-affairs or divi-
sion of money earned as com-
mission from the passport of-
fice, it Seems.

According to the Boalia
thana police sources, Mijanur
Rahman and Matin were loc:
ked in a quarrel at aout 11 am
under a tree beside the pas-
sport office. At one stage Matin
brought a sharp Hasua (an
iron-made ) and chased
Mijanur Rahman who tried to
flee. Unfortunately he stum-
bled while running in the lane

and fell on the ground.

Young boy murdered
in broad daylight

From Our Correspondent

Matin attacked him there
and hit him in the waist. thigh
and arms with the weapon and
fled away.

Mijanur Rahman was at
once taken to the nearby Raj-
shahi Medical College Hospital
where he succumbed to his
injuries at about 12 O'cloek.

A case was registered with
the Boalia thana. Police could
not arrest Matin till writing of
the story.

Police sources said that
Matin and Mijanur Rahman

“ had been friends and residents

of the same locality.

Both of then were involved
in collecting commissions
from the customers of the
Passport office and a quarrel
had developed between them
some days ago on division of
the commission-money.

Another information says
that Mijanur Rahman had fell
itn love with  Matin's sister
which Matin did not like. This
made them enemies.

Heavy downpour worsens
flood in Gaibandha

July 20: Flood

GAIBANDHA: Scene of Gaibandha Poura area at Uttar Para inundated by
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deep water.
flooded vast tract of 5

From KM Rezaul Huq
were submerged flood wa-

ter. As such road link remain
_totally disrupted with Shahata.
Fulchhari and  Sundergani

thanas, The main roads. station
road and highway link road of
Gaibandha went under knee-

detﬁ‘::tu‘ yesterday.

claimed four lives in
the district already. All of them
are children. One Parvez (4)

GAIBANDHA: Portion of Kalibaripar under Gaibandha Pourashaba remain under waist

and an infant of : ez
Moulaw o{viﬂa.ggg;cg:uﬁn-
iﬂ};ﬂ?ohrﬂ&gauj thana and an-

Apisur 5 of vi Baha-
tiburail undu'saud.rrﬂj}g:m dre-
wned in flood water Besides a

meanwhile made a preliminary
estimate on flood
in the district. According to
district relief office over

flood water.
— Star photo

1.97.500 peo have directl
been aflected by flood water.
them badly aflected are 29 632
lamilies . Total 7 400 dwelling
houses were damaged com-
plrlel{ and 13.500 affected
partially. 324 km nroads and

— Star photo

embankments were destroyed
while |9 bridges and culverts
cotlapsed at different points
Flood water shattered 37 edu-
cational institutes including
prisnary scheol and madrasha

astation
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Jamuna erosion causes havoc in Pabna

PABNA, July 20: Severe
erosion on the bank of the

. river Jamuna within Bera thana

continuing for several months
already grabbed over one thou-
sand acres of cultivable land’
More than 2,000 houses
including dwelling houses, five
markets, at least seven educa-
tional institutions including
one High School of Nokalia
have been devoured by Jamuna
while miles of katchha roads,

PABAN: The helpless village WGIE' from a erosion-

the purpose with the thana
council and henge he could do
nothing. The matter lay with
the Water Development Board.

.He said repeated requests

were made with the local of-
fice of the Water Development
Board and the Deputy Commi-
ssioner. Pabna. but to no effect
whatsoever. _

When contacted, about the
steps taken by the Water
lopment Board. the Executive

‘devoured village under Bera thana, took shelter upon flood
control embankment, but again faced threat of the same
disaster as erosion already approached near their temporary

“shelter.

mosques, temples, several
hundreds of trees were dam-
aged

Erosion has been continu-
ing with all its fury and has al-
ready rendered at least 5,000
men, women and children,
mostly dependent on farmin
catching of fish. and-small
business.,

This correspondent visited
the affected areas., about 45
‘miles from Pabna town on
Sunday and witnessed the rav-
ages caused by the erosion.

is correspondent found the
area, to the east of the flood
control embankment, com-
pletely under water and the
river Jamuna, after devouring
the areas., has turned into a

{ vast sea with nio hbuse, nor any

structure in sight although
there were a number of vil-
lages, human habitations, hats-
bazaars and many other places

. of human importance.

The flood control embank-
ment. popularly known as
‘Mujib Bundh' constructed by-

the then WAPDA and now ma-

intained by Lhe Water Deve-
lopment Board. was virtually
partially damaged.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the Thana Nirbahi Officer, Bera
said that in terms of money,
several crores ol taka have
been lost. The vast areas rang-
in from Pechakhola to
Nakalia., outside the embank-
ment area on the bank of the
river Jamuna turned already
into a deserted area with no
habitation at all. .

When asked what steps
were taken to prevent tﬁt
losses, the TNO stated there
was no provision of fund for

— Star photo

Engineer in his office at Bera
on the same day told The Daily
Star that he, on his turn,
brought the matter to the
higher authorities of the Board
but no fund was allocated for
er'hﬂlttﬂﬂn of the embankment.

atever meagre fund was
available, he went on to say, it
was spent for safeguarding the
embankment and for this
g;ierpuse* bamboo ﬂ:ncing has

n erected at several places.
+ The Executive Engineer
admitted that inspite of the
above step taken by them,
there was a grave threat to-

From Our Correspondent

the embankment area, pro-

tected so lnn% from inundation
by flood,-would go deep under
waler vendering immeasurable
losses. Hence, felt, immediate
sieps were required to be
taken at least for saving the
area from facing more losses

and damages., |

When contacted over tele-
phone;, Md Ishaque Ali, ty
Commissioner, Pabna, told The
Daily Star that the erosion in,
the area’caused a severe disas-
ter to the area. )

The Deputy Comimissioner
expressed his deep concern
over the situation and said that
after visiting the area on sev-
eral occasions, he, both in
writing and over telephone,
drew the attention of the
Water Development Board au-
thorities both in Pabna and in
Dhaka but nothing tangible
transpired. .

When asked about the .

assessment of losses, the thana
Hirbahi Officer. Bera, said ear-
Her that 15 villages Within
Bera Pourashabha and in five
unions under Bera thana,
namely, Haturia, Nokalia union,
Natun Bharenga, Puran Bhar-
enga. Rupper and Dhalarchar
unions under Bera thana were
completely eroded so far. New
areas undér the szid areas
were also being devoured
everyday.

our villages under }laturia
Nokalia union, three villages
under Natun Bharenga unicn, thr-
ee villages under Puran Bharenga

unon, two villages under
Ruppur union and two villages
under Dhalarchar union so far
were eroded. The area under
erosion spread upto five kilo-
metres so far.

The Thana Nirbahi Officer,
Bera, told this correspondent
that about 1500 huts were
completely grabbed by river
Jamuna rendering about 3.000
men, women and children
completely homeless.

While visiting the area. this
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PABNA: The wreckage
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akhola Bazar, eroded by

Jamuna, where people are hurriedly removing their shops to

safer place.

wards the existence of the
Mujib Bundh and. if it devel-
oped breach. vast areas within

— Star photo

correspondent met Noor Mo-
hammad. Sirajuddin, Sohrab-
uddin. Zahurul! Haque. Khabi-

badly affec

\

ruddin, Nafiz Uddiri. Yazuddin,
Ahhﬂ Sardar, Hasen Ali (1) and
Hasen Ali-(2) and 1n
ol village Madhya P
all of whom victims: of Jamuna
erosion and are now sheltered
on the Flood Control Emban-
kment. :

others

This corresporident whilé

visiting village Pechakhola, a
area by erosion-
met Md. Abul, Abdus Sattar
and Md Nazrul,

o W R
PABNA: The

ola —.

devoured and deserted scene of Nﬂkﬂliﬂ

the embankment.

A KM Shamsul islam. Pro-

-ject Director, Water Develon.
ment Board, stationed at Pa

na, when contacted told this
correspondent that the WDB

was meant for constructi
maintenance i

Embankment.
had no fund

of Flood Control

They, therefore.
for checking or

resisting erosion. - But, he
however, said the board would

E, .:J o

&
azar

in Bera thana caused by severe Jamuna erosion. — Star photo

fellow colleagues. Who were
taking temporary shelters on
the embankinent.

The traders of: Nakahia
Bazar of which 95 per cent of
them are victims of river
Jamuna erosion said that mea-
sures to protect the market
could have been taken.

Some of the traders

" Baharat Chandra Kundu Mad:

hab Chandra Kundu, Mizanur
Rahman, Narayan Chandra,
Kalu Miah, Babul, Abu Bakkar
Kokha, Baset, Hamid Molla,
Shafiuddin Pramanik told The
Daily Star that erosion was so
severe that they had only time
lo remove tin-sheds of their
shops and godowns but, in
many cases, goods worth lakhs

protecting the embankment if
it faced any real threat of
erosion.

Moreover, the Project
Director said that erosion in
river like Jamuna. outside the
embankment area, and flood-
inﬁ also of the area, as impos-
sible to resist. According to
him, all these works, involved
a huge financial allocation and
also a master plan with high
engineering approach was
nece 3 :

Meanwhile, a  high-level
team of the Board from Dhaka.
comprising Syed Moazzem
Hossain, Member of the W.D.B,

~one Superintending Engineer,

one Executive Engineer and
Sub Divisional Engin :

L

PABNA: echa khola roa

.

with several villages around Bera thana,

of Taka could not be saved.
The traders were now condu-
cting their business by opening
small and temporary shops on

about one k.m. loag eroded along

L

— Star photo
L

cently visited the erosion spot
and it was expected that an
appropriate solution would be
found out soon.

L hundred grams of

200 grams of
ganja
recovered
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JHENIDAH. July 20: Two
*worth
Taka 5.000 was recovered
from two places of Jhenidah
poura area on July 15 last. it is
reported.

According to district con-:
lrol department sources, act-

ing on secrel Information the

authorities ralded a grocers
shop at Kanchannagar and
Hatkhola and recovered the
ftern. Bul authorities could nol
nrrest anybody so [ar

I'wo separale cases were
lodged wilh Jhenidah thana.

Contraband drug
se1zed from

bus roof top

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. July 20: Gal-
bandha thana ice recovered
66 bottles of phensedyle from
Gajbandha-Rajshahi coach
Nannu Enterprise at Gaibandha
bus terminal last week

According lo police during
regular cheeking launched by

combihed DSB and Galbandha
Thana police in a joird drive
recgvered 66 boltles of gou-
iraband phensedyle from the
roof top of Gaibandha bound
coach. On challenge none
claimed the ownership of the
said item. Police, however,

Comprehensive crop
cultivation plan
taken in Kishoreganj

"From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, July 12: A
comprehensive summer crop
cultivation programme has
been undertaken in Kishore-
ganj district during the cur-
rent season. The mm%tr
crops include jute. aus. broad-
cast aman vegetabile.

According to the Agricul-
ture Extension Department, a
total of 47,300 hectares of
land have been brought under
the programme in the district
this year. Of the total acreage.
16010 hectares of land have
been brought under jute,
29173 hectares under aus,
148 hectares under broadcast
aman and 197)] hectares under
vegetable cultivation. The pro-
duction target has been esti-
mated at [ 53 500 bales of
jute, 47619 metric tons of aus
rice, 146 metricc tons of
broadcast aman rice and
24 000 metric tons of vegeta-
bles

A total of 713 demonstra-
tion plots of different summer
crops were set up in different
thanas of the district to pro-
vide practical training to the
growers for cultivation of
sinmmer crops

Exports ﬁslhr Agriculture
Department are directly su-
pervising this programme to
attain the optimum produec-
Hon.

-

RAJSHAHI, July 20:

crore loan amom
in 16 districts of
sion du
official sources here said.

shahi Divi-

through 300 branches of the

cent of the fixed target.
The bank had fixed a target

loan last financial year.
According to the RAKUB

against the sectors for cultiva-
tion of boro, aman and aush,
wheat, sugarcane. potato etc,
animal husbandry. ultry.
dairy farms. buying

Rajshahi Krishi Unna Bank
= UB) disbursed Taka 172
the farmers
last 1995-96 fiscal.
The loans were distributed

bank. The achievement of loan
disbursement was about 69 per

lo distribute Taka 250 crore

sources, loans were sanctioned

of bullocks

for ploughing, small trades,
buying ol agriculture machines,
agriculiure-based factories and

differeiit socio-ecornomic sec-
lors '

Out of the total, Taka 31.41
crore loans were distributed in
Rajshahi, Natore, Chapainawa-
bgan) and Naogaon districts
under Rajshahi Zone Taka
33.70 crore in Bogra and Joy

urhat districts under Bogra
ne, Taka 27 04 crore in
Pabna and Sirajganj districts

RAKUB gives Tk 172 crore
in Rajshahi Div last fiscal
| From Our Correspondent

- under Pabna Zone, Taka 40.50

¢rore in Rangpur, Kurigram,

Gaibandha and Lalmonirhat
districts under Rangpur Zone
and Taka 36.95 crore in Dinaj-
pur, Thakurgaon, Panchagar
and Nilphamari districts under
Dinajpur Zone. '
Krishi Unnayan
Bank. during the same period
of 1995-96 fiscal year. realised
Taka 168 crore outstanding
loans from the [armers.

Elder brother
killed in the
hands of
younger brother

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 20 The
Dhola Mia, 35, of B}rhaluria vil-
lage under Tanore thana was
brutally killed bv his younger
brother Thursday noon in
broad day light,

According to police; Dhola
Mia was working in his betel
leafl garden in the morming wh
en his younger brother Ajharul
Islam suddenly attacked him
with a spade.

Rajshahi

Rats consume
grains worth
Tk 1.4 crore

From Delwar Kabir

JHENIDAH. July 20: Believe
it or not foodgrains worth Taka
over 1,40 crore goes into the
stomach ot rats during boro
cultivation seasons in Jhenidah
district, according to Banglad-
esh Plant Protection Depart-
ment and Bangladesh lcu-
Iture Research Institute sour-
Cces. ;

A joint-survey of the two
departments stated that the
damage of foodgrains by rats
occurs only during the cultiva-
lion period. Damage by rats
however, in store or during
lransportation was not in-
cluded in the statistics.

According to District Agri-
culture Extension Department
(AED), Jhenidah, 48,190 hec-
tares of land was brought un-
der boro culttvation in six tha-
nas of the district in 1995-96.

AED sources said 2.56,922
metric tons ol paddy was col-
lected by the farmers. Statis-
tics stated that zero point
eight (0.8} per cent of pacﬁi}r is
dam by rats in the district.
On the basis of the statistics.
about 55,500 maunds of paddy
is damaged or consumed by
rais. Total population of Jhen-
idah district is about 14 lakh
and the foodgrain of three days
tor the total population is
damaged by the rats

New executive

there are waist to chest deep five year old girl Shakina under in remot as. F 2 sized the item and a case was 4 :
walér. Total eleven roads to- Sadar thana died from snake dama r:df :I:;;ingk??u;dl;:a , | filed with thana but none was i bOd Of RU
gether with lanes-and by-lanes bite. 25_522 acres. arrested in this connection. - y
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A legal aid commitiee was
formed in a meeting held at
Gaibandha bar library on July
11. On the occasion. a discus-
sion meeting was held that was
presided over by Advocate Mo-
ranunel Haq. mﬂnﬁ wWas
addressed by Advocate Aynul
Huq. Abdus Satter, Jahangir
Alam Jirmah: The meeting de-
cided to form a IEF&] aid com-
mittee 1o render [ree services

o poor people.
RU lIst yr hons
class starts

from July 22

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
July 20: The first year honours
classes (session ]1996-97) of
Rajshahi University will

n | :_ A
from July 22 Mmﬂar.ﬂm 1 - o
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RAJSHAH!I UNIVERSITY,
July 20: The executive body
clection of Rajshahi University
Rolaract Club [(session 1996-
97) concluded here recently
with Rtr Shohel Ahmed Likhon

and Rir Tareq Chowdhury
president and secretary re-
spectively.

The newly elected office
bearer of RU Rotaract Club are,
Vice President Azlgarul Islam
Masud and Fakhrul Ilslam
Palash. Joint Secretary Moinul
Haq Bipul and Gazl Salahuddin
Mahbub Abu Treasurer., She-
ema Ashrafi., Director (c¢hub)
Ataur Rahman -Khan Ripon,
Director (Comm) Inun Nahar
Shewly, Director (prof) Ahsan-
ullah Shahid Director (Int'l)
Minu Yeasmeen Minu, Editor

; | : .I ; s ; ed : Md Anwar-Ul-Hussaln Rana,
grwnﬂﬂ- A village, Baguria went under flood water situated on the bank of river ;m'mc:;niﬂlht :IT-:; JAHANGIRNAGAR UNIVERSITY: JU Vice Chancellor Professor Amirul Islam SUT AT-ARMS, ABM Saifur Ra-
e ' — Star photo | a RU press release said. | Chowdhury welcomes the freshers at the Women's Hall-3 recently. —Star photo | hman Babhi and M A Man-nan.



