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Useful Project

A 180 million US dollar project aimed at im-
proving rural infrastructure is reportedly in the
offing. This project is a follow-up of a similar one
undertaken earlier. It is mainly focused on expan-
sion and development of rural communication
along with an extension ol marketing facilities.
So. here is a recognition of the need to invest in
an area that has a tremendous potential to grow.
Road communication improved considerably in
the 80's but still there are many many miles to go
before all people are reached at the farm or field
level. This second phase of rural infrastructural
development will not only help secure what was
achieved in the first phase but also build upon it.

We are really heartened that the scheme has
been developed as part of augmenting rural em-
ployment and thereby reducing poverty. Both
concepts of investment and growth in the villages
have so far touched the lives of rural poor only
marginally. The lack of an adequate and effective
transport and marketing network has remained a
big handicap for agriculture. An absurd gap ol
prices between the point of production and that
of consumption in cities and towns could only be
explained by the inadequacies of the marketing
network. This project not only seeks to drasti-
cally bring down the marketing costs but also
aims for development of compatible facilities at
the local-level growth centres on a participatory
basis.

How will the local people participate in the
project? They will have to make their contribu-
tions in building the infrastructure in their local-
ities. That sounds quite realistic. Their involve-
ment and the understanding that the facilities
they are going to enjoy cannot be entirely free of
cost will help instil in them a sense of responsi-
bility to protect those. In the past quite a few set-
ups or structures put in place by the government
in rural areas crumbled due to neglect. The prin-
ciple is to raise people's stake in what they use as
public property. The fact that roads are leased
among villagers for tree plantation is to receive
the guarantee that both the road and the plants
will survive mindless encroachment.

As for the implementation of the plan, the Lo-
cal Government Engineering Department (LGED)
has once again been given the responsibility. The
World Bank, whose affiliate the International De-
velopment Association (IDA) is funding the major
share of the cost, will monitor the project. So let
us hope the overall rural infrastructure will re-
ceive a big shot in the arm.

EPZ in the North

Rather than ventilating grievances testily, the
President of Rajshahi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Mohammad Ali Sarkar has, for a change
that is so very welcome, aired some concrete sug-
gestions for accelerating the development of our |
northern districts. Of foremost importance is his
proposal for an export processing zone (EPZ) in
that rather neglected region, the third one on
the horizon after the Chittagong and Savar EPZs.
This may sound like an ambitious piece of ad-
vance thinking, but we are all for an EPZ in Ra-
jshahi or thereabouts in not-too-distant a future.
The north-western region lacks in direct access
to a full-fledged sea port, Mongla being largely a
secondary and largely underdeveloped entrepot.
The area depends on an East-West interconnec-
tor for electricity. So far as gas is concerned, it is
the eastern half again where it abounds. So basi-
. cally if we decide in principle to have an EPZ for
the northern part of the country what we should
start looking for is the conversion of Mongla into
a first rate port and the implementation of the
Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge project on schedule.
In-between it will be good to have one LP Gas
plant in the area. There is some talk of the south-
ern bay being endowed with a hydrocarbon re-
serve, let alone the Baropukuria coal mine de-
posit.

.Although these are all in the womb of future
there is an obvious element of time-bound cer-
tainty about them. So keeping that time-scale in
mind, it should be possible to plan out an EPZ for
the northern region and let the whole world
know in advance about it inside of a year or so.
Let's flag off Rajshahi, the silken city, on the
global investment map with a self-contained
prospectus widely distributed abroad through our
overseas missions. '

As investors get enlisted and the land is ear-
marked and developed for the EPZ, we shall be
shortening the gestation period to that extent. It
is time we set the ball rolling under an integrated
plan following the footsteps of countries which
planned ahead to succeed. ‘ :

Nip it in the Bud

It seems the curse of acid-throwing is coming
out of oblivion it had been consigned to after a
persistently high incidence during the decade
of eighties. A national Bangla daily reports that
‘| last Wednesday 13-year-old Alefa Banu of
Jhenaigati Thana Sadar School in Jamalpur dis-
trict was badly burned in the face when Sujan,
15, sprinkled it with acid out of dejection in his
advances towards her. He had been making
passes at the girl for days together with impunity.

Incurably unrequited infatuation gone com-
pletely hay-wire by the blinding jealousy of the
girl's mental equanimity has been the most com-
mon cause for the driving rage to degenerate into
- a mind-boggling brutality in the end. :

Thanks to the societal angst, mobilisation of
social and human rights activists against the mal-
ady, and a law prescribing death penalty for the
perpetrator, the scourge seemed to be on its way
out. The Jamalpur incident is a dreadful re-
minder, however, of the lurking possibility of a
return of this abominable crime if localised vigil
is allowed to go by default. The culprit in every
instance should be deterrently punished.

In Bangladesh it is the demonstration effect of
the evil unchecked that breaks inte a kind of
l flurry. Let acid-throwing be nipped in the bud.
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MAGES ol urban experi

ence in the last month
l or s0 have been distur-
. if not exactly terrilying
The reason lor sounding rather
ui!:;lugeu[- about the second of
the two adjectives used in des-
cribing Dhaka from the view:
potnit of criine rate in the re
cent Umes, is the fear of being
mithridatised by the com-
parative allusion of any south
American city where criminal
incidences are higher in rate
and more diabolical and expan-
sive in nature. Dhaka, Bangla-
desh's capital and an Inexo
rably desuned megacity in the
demographic ﬁ)erﬁpc(-twr ma-
kes a compelling case to be
portrayed a hothed of crime.
simply on its late and lethal
strength in criminal record
What an assortment of so
cial evils we have had in a
week or two! Robbery in day
light at public places. house-
break IHI:FE_I"TE misadventure
ending in death caused by pub
lic wrath and lastly the mind
boggling escape ol some con
victs from the Central Jail All
form a very said commentary
on the standard of contempo
rary life and time, and more

importantly, on the law and
order situation prevailing in
the country

The decade we are halfway
through will be marked as the
most checkered patch in the
political history of Bangladesh
since (ts emergence in 1971
From the conflict of dream and
disillusionment many happen
ings took place, quite a few
phenomena appeared by lhe
uncharted course of futurity in
the last five years though no
less allusion deserving are the
preceding twenty lor sheer in
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To Redeem These Images

by Chandra Shekhar Das

The Prime Minister urged the members of the law enforcing agency, in the simplest of the terms, to nab
criminals even if they are found to belong to her party. Armed with this green signal, a much more powerful
weapon than any of those outdated rifles they use, the police should go for an all-out effort to

impirove

consistency in pattern. From
the heinously unethical act of
jail-killing to the fairy tale en-
actment of elections under a
non-party governmernt for the
revival ol the anasthetised
democracy, we have had all for
the delight, of a conrloisseur of
diversity.

Through all these vicissi-
tudes one thing has remained
steady in pattern. Like popula
tion growth and the irre-
versible phenomena of rise in
the price of any cenceivably
thing except human beings
crime has been on a seemingly
unending 1rip to newer
heights and newer dimensions.
It is true that maintenance of a
tlolerable crime rate is not
simply a case of the ineptitude
of 1the law enforcing agency
Evidently, thee is more to it
The relatively poor record of
guardians of the law in this
country is so inextricably asso-
ciated with the legacy of so
many social curses. No one can
ignore the indirect contribu-
tion of a huge and Increasing
population to the overall law
and order situation, None can
contest the most damaging
and encouraging influence of
our politics on the crime sit-
uation either It will be
?uinnur lo look for a day in
uture when Bangladesh will
have overcome these problems
and the law orddér situation will
have the perfect ground to

the alarmingly

deteriorating situation in the law and order sector.

score a perfect ten. That will
be the day when pigs will fly
As a third world country we
have to make the best of the
WOrst.

Shorn of the accmn?anﬁ
and abetting agencies. law alt::gl
order as a precondition of a
modestly modern society has
never been looked at in a
newer prospective from the
summit level There have been
visionary lip-services galore
though. With the revival of
democracy in the truer sense
way back in 1991 following
BNP s ascension to power thr-
ough elections under a care-
taker government. the prob-
lems and weaknesses in the
law enforcing agency started
appearing more glaringly It is
prt:rhah]lv a sine qua non that
political guarantee of demo-
cracy will necessarily bring
along enormous pressure on
the whole system of law and
order maintenance. should
there'be not any guarantee of
economic well-being and edu-
cational uplifiment. Unfortu-
nately. an unprecedented rise
in the criminal activities index
failed to opemn the eyes of the
previous government towards a
meaningful and sincere look at
the law and order situation

Not unlikely in a country pla
gued with a tradition of lea-
dership which Is myopic In
essence and cross-the -bridge

as-it-comes-in practice.
Hapnily enough the new
overnment headed the
wami League Chief Sheikh
Hasina has until now showed
every inclination of rising to
every occasion the law and
order may demand. Seemingly
she is prepared to do it at any
cost. Immediately after assum-
ing the control. of countrys
executive lever. she was lgtad
and clear in declaring law and
order as one of the priorities
in her party's agenda for run-
ning the government
e most recent utterance
w: that street came last
ednesday. While visiti the
police headquartgrs at ja
rbagh. the daughter of the po-
litical architect of Bangladesh
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. went on to hit the
headlines in a very significant
manner. a manner significant
for its forthrightness and its
absence at this level before
The Prime Minister urged the
members of the law enforcing
agency. in the simplest of the
terms. to nab eriminals even if
they are found to belong to her
party Armed with this green
signal a much more powerful
weapon than any of those
outdated rifles they use the
police should go for an all out
effort to Improve the alarmin-
gly deterforating situation in
the law and order sector
The Prime Minister re

called the supreme and trail-
bi contribution of the po-
lice force in the War of
Independence. It was a cus-
tomary but effective button to
press on. Beeause the job of
police is to serve people and
excellence in any service de-
pends on idealism to a great
exten!. Hence, recalli the
role of the police im 1971 was
a good attempt to inject new
doses of idealism.

But the functioning of the
law enforcing agency at the op-
timum level is not ensured by
idealism only There is. be-
tween realily and dream. the
larger-than-life presence of
econiomics For an optimistic
start. focus has been shifled to
this aspect. In-service incen-
tive like death while being in
duty has been earmark at
more sensible but never ade-

uate compensation sum of
aka one lakh. a decision that
came alongwith the annou-
ncement of doubling ration for

&Iirr These are only the
ginnings of the reforms
needed to help police win the

place it should have in the
public heart. There have been
suggestions that most of the
problems lie at the base of the
yramid that is at the lower

evel of the unit By long-term

and sustained research. 1he
government should iry to de
tect the canses contributing to

the gradual tarnishing of the

image of a force. As in other
scﬂm‘;s;_ of hadu:um&lratm. the
‘apex of police is leading or has
had until now. a rel .
and charmed life. It is the
oundings that have feit the
t of the hard times.
One of the jail escapees was

nabbed, significantly -on the
day Prime Minister made her
address at Raj . He shed-

ded light that looks like dilut-
ing the darkness in the heart
of the sensational incident.
According to that man. drill
machines by which a tunnel
was dug as it was dug b

Edmund in the fictional wnrlzl
of Alexander Dumas Count of
Monte Cristo. were hrg)rt:d
in the cell by bribing the jail
guards For Taka 70 only. the
report reveals. the guards did
the spade work. so to :
for the escape of a group of

hardened criminals. This is
one incident that tells us about

the ability of corrupti to
make shortwork of &lionw
arm of the law.

Unless problems at the
lower level of the law enforc-
ing agency is dealt with in a
pragmatic manmner corruption
will live and thrive and, fail
breakers will continue to hawve
their way out like that. Man is
born free but everywhere in
chains. Until a is created
where Rousseau's lament and
Shellev's optimismm on the
same issue can be fused 1o a

sense of all einbracing freedom
for al men. men and women
in the administration should

go on doing something so that
those who deserve to be in
chains among us remain fet-
tered and certainly not free
like the jail breakers.

Challenges Before the Government: Needed Strict Enforcement of Laws
by Md Asadullah Khan

Nobody would ask the law enforcement personnel to jump to death, but how can a clear neglect of duty can be
dismissed so easily or a simple suspension from services of personnel supposed to be responsible

FTER the election vic
tory of Awami League in

the 12th June elec-
1Hion. l:u:npir: were: ecstatic.
Virtually the whole couniry

was cheering because polling
was concluded wilthout any
major or violent disturbances.
Bul if there was ample reason
tor celebration, there was also
cause for concern.

For Sheikh Hasina, her in-
stallation as head of the gov:
ernment also ended a two
decade long quest to vindicate
the memory of her
Bangabondhu Seikh Mujibur
Rahman who was assassinated
along with other members of
the family in a 1975 tnul) engi-
neered by some disloyal army
officers.

Within just 15 days since -

Sheikh Hasina took the reins

of the country. she announced

some spectacular policy guide-

lines and directions that do.
not appear 10 be just cosmetic

changes. It seems to have wide
i

mrlicatluns on the whole body
i

Fo itic of the nation and is
ikely to Boest the morale of
the people as well as economic
activities that
«during the last couple of years
full of turmoil.

Despite the fact that Sheikh
Hasina got a clear mandate to
run the government, she
seemed well aware of the
fragility of her position. While
expressing her gratitude in
her meeting with a cross-sec-
tion of the citizenry., media
people and in a public gather-
ing in the. Dhaka city. she
struck a confident but sombre
note. She declared. "We are
standing on the brink of a dis-
aster, both economic and
moral, but a whole generation
is ready to launch constructive
efforts to save the country. We
will bring #n end to hunger
and degradation and malaises
both moral and economic. We
will rid the country of corrup-
tion and terrorism and will

rovide education. healthcare
acilities and above all shelter
over- the heads of the home-
less.”

But something ominous was
still waiting on the wings. The
new government's symbolic
gesture to bury the hatchet in
a trouble-ridden country has
already won applause and
praise from the citizens. Peo-
ple were almost gasping in a
spasm of political violence and
terrorist activities. With a lull
for about there months in this
orgy of violence, the cities of
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Sir. The caustic soda solid
is an important raw material
for indusiries like textile, pa-
per and soap. The finished
product from these industries

are essential commodities for

all the people.
However,
years the National Board of

Revenue, ignoring the apove
fact, has been fixing the tariff

value at USS 480.00 per met-

ric ton tp collect Customs duty
on caustic soda. The rate of
duty is also high: 22.5% + VAT

15% + Development Surch-
arges 2.5% + AIT 2.5%. The
total component of duty is
46%; that is to say the gov-

ernment is collecting Customs

duty at USS$ 221.00 Tk

(9.280.00) per metric ton of

caustic soda.

Surprtainﬁlg. before four
tional Board of
Revenue discontinued assess-
ment of Customs duty under
re-shipment inspection
roved agencies.
the authorities

resulted in increase of caustic
-soda price by more than Tk
4 5.000.00 per

months, the

ey
y ap
The action o

metric
Before four months, the
of eaustic

now the

per metric ton.

~ Interestingly., the import of

father

plummeted most
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for last many

ton.
price
soda was Tk
22 000.00 per metric ton. But
ce is Tk 27.500.00

the country are again rocked
by a sudden surge ol criminal
activities. And the evidence
accumulatmg for the last few
weeks through the pages of
the dailies is inescapable.

However much the new prime

minister might have wished to
heal the country's litical
wounds, the series of debilitat-
ing attacks on differeng fronts,
in different forms and direc-
tions must have left people
gasping wider than ever,

The recent incidence of
removal
Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman from the Cabinet
room of the Parliament House
is a clear manifestation of
naked defiance of authority of
the governmieni. People under-
stand that the portrait was

hung up after a decision to that

eflect was reached in the cabi-
net meeting. No body will deny
or grudge portraits of other
liberation war heroes being
there but the way
Bangabondhu's portrait was
removed suppnsegl}' at the in-
stance of some over-zealous
and charismatic politicians,
puts all-patriotic 1gladeshi

citizens to shock. If there were

Bangladeshis who have reser-
vations about the role of
Bangabondhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in spearheading the
liberation movement and
leading the nation to freedom,
then they must be groping in
darkness, and the nation may
have to pay a heavy price for
shying away from this truth.

: Most revealing, the episode
has ended with the caretaker
of the parliament building be-
in% brought to book, report-
edly costing his services for

. the offennse. Apparently he was

made a scapegoat in the dra-
matic event.

ous governance of the country
but this unmistakably bears
paramount significance and
throws a challenge to an
elected government that has
just started working to undo
the wrongs done in several
sectors simply because of non-
governance and seemingly,
even for non-reco
spirit of the war of liberation.

The new pgovernmment

of the Eurtrail of

The event, of
course, does not hurt the seri-

ition of the

might

lake one thing into considera
ton. Although the country had
hit rock bottom. its people
were willing to make painful
sacrifices o rﬂialn the pros-
perity they had lost. After a lot
of tumultuous events and tur-
bulence during the past two
years Sheikh Hasina, the new
prime minister ol an yet un-
successful nation has made
ood pledges to the nation.
orking with her apparently
BRas o T Yvade and
Industries nunister, Sheikh
Hasina wants lo cul govern-
merd ipcndinig. privatise a
slew of money losing state in-
dustries and bring in a sizable
foreign investment. What she
has to do first, perhaps for the
first time in the financial sec-
tor of our country, is to force
the affluent group to pay their
taxes. This group even if th
are earning a lot in trades an
industries. have always evaded
taxes through different tactics.
On the loreign policy front,
the new government seems Lo
be making some radical
changes as demonstrated by its
commitment to friendship
with neighbours and respect
for each other's sovereignty.
The recent visit of the Indian
Foreign Secretary, carrying a

-message of goodwill for the

new government of Bangladesh
ushers in a development in re-
lations with our close neigh-

‘bour. People recall with grati-

tude the enormous sacrifice, in
both men and money. India
had made along with our
valiant freedom fighters in
emancipating the country from
the holocaust unleashed by the
Pakistani forces against the
unarmed civilians of Bangla-
desh. People, this time also
feel that India can never
hoodwink the fact that this
country starved of its due right
in Ganges waters from the
Farakka. Hopefully, the two
countries under the leadership
of two new prime ministers
are trying to resume relations
ruptured in the meantime,
Public confidence in politics
and politicians which re-
mained so low so long seems
lo have a chance to reach a
new diniension. A long term

.prognosis inay be [avourable in
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linished products such as tex-
liles, papers, soap and deter-
gent etc are allowed for

assessment of Customs duty

under Pre-shipment Inspect-
ion (CRF). The result is

flooding of market with these -

foreign finished products by
few importers to make profit
at the cost of local industries,
The
compe
duty

te due to high Customs

them.
At present the Ministry of

Finance and the National Board

of Revenue are in the
of pre arin%

year 1996-

sented by
the next

rocess

997" to be pre-
the government in
session  of the

Parliament. I hope, the legacy
of the past will be corrected by

appropriate reduction of
Customs duty and tariff value

on most of the raw materials

required by our local indus-
iries.

Abdul Wahab
20 New Eskaton, Dhaka

"Islamisation of Hill -

Tracts..."

Sir, 1

" views expressed by Mohiuddin

Ahmed in his article entitled
"Islamjsatien of the Hill Tracts:
A Case of Majority Chauvinism,”

which appeared on June 29 in
The Daily Star.
In fact the hilly people of

local industries cannot

and high tariff value on
the raw materials imported by

.budget for the

fully endorse the

-

can be a remedy for such a gross indifference to duty?

e —

repairing the damage in rela
tions of both the countries
People now wail to see the
new government s success in
stabilizing the economy and
sustaining democracy. In re-
oent times, there has been an
escalation in the terrorist ac-
tivities and a steep deteriora-
tion of law and order situation.
Dacoity, looting and extortions
in different areas of Dhaka,
Chittagong and Khulna have
given a jolt to the confidence
of the people who were rather
pinning great hopes for a soci-
cf}y shorn of violence and chaos
after the change of govern-
ment. '

In some cases the attitude
and inaction of the law enfore-
ing agencies are also shoc
How come when the dacoity
the Chittagong market area in
broad day light was goimg on
for almost an hour; the ASI of
Police who was reportedly on
duty there and was certainly
aware of the incident did not
ask for re-enforcement from
the nearby thana situated just
within one kilometer of the
place of occurrence? Nobody
would ask the law enforcement

rsonnel to jump to death,
ut how can a clear neglect of
duty can_,be dismissed so easily
or a sim];he suspension from
services o sonnel su
to be rcaplzrﬁsiblc ::a1111:'1§1.:Mf.r'1:l
remedy for such a gross indif-
ference to duty? %

People in the country felt

.ﬁr:atly inspired when they

eard the new Home Minister
Major (Retd.) Rafiqul Islam an-
nounce that a national confer-
ence on Law and Order incor-
porating people belonging to
all walks of lﬂ'e would ﬂ: eld
on July 20 with the objective
of thrashing out a concrete
line of action in striking at the
rdot of the problem that
plagues the society so much. It
is at the same time heartening
to learn that the Home Minis-
ter himself is monitoring the
most sensitive files of terror-
ism-related cases. But people's
patience is waning thin day by
day. The best prescription, as
pragmatists say, is to strike
the rod when it is hot.
People also believe as the
Prime Minister said Lo a group
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tlie CHT have been deprived of
their due rights in indepen-
dent Bangladesh. The majority
Bengali chauvinists always
tried to make them Bengalees
in the name of assimilation.
Thus fear of being extermi-
nated as a distinct national

identity has deeply rooted in
their minds. _

Now secular Awami League
is in power. We hope the gov-
ernment will pay due attention
to their problems.

Let the hilly people live in
their own land without any fear
and with their own culture,
heritage and lifestyle, After all
these are the objects of pride
for Bangladesh.

Finally, thanks to
Mohiuddin Ahmed for his
write-up.

Milton Chakma
Dhaka University
"Blowing one's own

horn"

Sir, | would like to refer to
the letter of Mr Aidit Rahman
in your daily on 14th July 96
under the hﬁadln% "Blowing
one's own horn”. In the last
sentenee Mr Rahman has
asked whether he had a na-
tional consensus on the sub-
ject. | do not know whether he
will have the same or not but
he has my support.

Nurul Basher
Khilgaon. Dhaka

It;terfetmce by

ministers
Sir, Awami League has

come to power with people's
mandate after more than two
decades. Recent utterahces of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has generated much hope
among the people. :
She has vowed to fight cor-
ruption and terrorism which
are eating into the vitals of the
economy. She has directed her
ministers to submit wealth
statements. :
One field in which some
ministers have already in-
dulged in corruption or misuse
of power is interference or ex-
erting pressure on officials of
other ministries and depart-
ments in matters of appoint-
ment, posting, promotion eic.
If she employs her intelli-
gence agencies she can verify
the matter.
So in the interest of her
ﬁmrernment and to preserve
er own image she is re-
quested to direct her minis-
ters not to interfere in the

case of appointments, posting, -

promotions and transfers of
other departments. She may
also issue a circular to all sec-
retaries and heads of depart-
ments and offices not to pay
any heed to request of minis-
ters who are not the direct au-
thority of the
departments.

Mrs Momtaz Jahan
Fulbart. Sylhet

ministries or

- on exactly

ol media people on the eve of
her departure for Saudi Arabia
performing Umrah-Hajj,
that the present activities of
Nnow
confined in the city areas of

for

looting and dacoity

Dhaka, Chitt and Khulna,
are sponsored spawned by
terrorist elements hawvi links

with some self centre

these activities may even be

construed as a deliberate effort
to destabilise new administra-

tion that is just on its wings.
Again, despite the fact that

government has

tives aimed at reducing public

hardship either on the road or

in the house, law enlorcers

sometimes c things to
such an excess that ultimately
tarnishes the image of the gov-

ernment. The Prime Minister

reportedly had issued direc-
tives not to create traffic jams
to help movement of her own
motorcade. On the contrary,
overzealous traffic sergeants

str:g:

and from Bijoy Sarani for a

25 minutes to clear the pas-
sage of prime minister's mo-
torcade Lo the Airport.

In another incident on 8th
July at about 1-30 pm some
distraught and irate HSC ex-
aminees at the Dhaka College
centre, in protest against the
stiffl and uncommon questions
set in the Economics-paper
during the morning schedule
of the examination, started
rampaging objecis on the
street inJront of Dhaka College
which obstructed pedestrian
and traffic movement. The sit-

and
disgruntled politicians. And

taken some
policy directions and initia-

ed wvehicles passinﬁoﬁu
t

uation came to such a pass that
examinees for the alternoon
session could not enter the ex-
amination centre in due time.

Many students lost a chunk of .
their valuable time for
the examination and could

hardly settle down for answer-
ing questions when they finally
succeeded in entering the ex-
amination centre after a sub-
stantial lapse of time. The inci-
dence, doubtless: will have a
backlash that would be hard to
heal up either by the nation or
for the students themselves. In
this case also police action
which was not so prompt and
which lasted @iuch beyond the
time schedule it necessitated
contributed to the disaster.

Reports have it that traffic
sergeants are sometimes car-
ry'inﬁ things to excess in a bid
to clear the city roads of traffic
jam. Well, besides that, what
we see is defying government

ulations city buses,

rucks 'an baby taxis
(scooters) often plying at high
speed and s noxious
black fumes deemed to be
highly hazardous to road

and health undetected or
when at all ected. a settle-
ment reached by a road side
discussion between the parties
clears the offender of crim-
inal action and the
continues as usual.

In anticipation of the
prime-minister's determina-
tion and plans fruit
against the backdrop of the
hazart{:n;i:l:umgntd over the
years her first prerogative
of rem t:rrnris!?m and im-
proving the law and order situ-
ation in the country, any rash,
irate or insensible action by
either an individual or a group
in any sphere of administration
and society might thwart the
good intentions of the gov-
ernfment. So the need to be
cautious enough, =

I OPINION )

Focus on the Future rather_

than Rue the Past
Tanya Gupta

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria announced on July 14
that there will be no political
interference in the manage-
ment of banks during the
Awami League rule. By this he
probably meant that no politi-
cally motivated loans will be
made. If this is done. then it
will be a very important first
step for a corruption-free
banking sector. This will be
achieved by putting 'men’ of
integrity on bank boards to se-
cure discipline. If one ignores
for a minute that ‘'men’ will be
needed to do the job and in-
stead focuses on the reduction
ol political interference alone,
then it is probably not enou
to merely state that it will
reduced. No measure is suc-
cessful without an incentive
system in place.

Besides making general
comments on the budget, the
minister did not say of having
any specific measures or ways
how he intends to
build incentives into the sys-
lemn so that there is an initia-
live for reduced political inter-
lerence. The government is
meant to serve the people.
Whenever a member of the
government makes an accusa-
tion against a previous gov-
ernment and claims that the
present will do better, at the
very least the member should
have a comprehensive plan in
place that will demonstrate
exactly how "our” plan is better
than "their” plan. Minister
Kibria had no plan, no sugges-
tions, merely accusations and
emply proniises

He could have anmourfced,
for example, that the Bangla-
desh Bank will be made
independent from the gov-
ernment. This could be im-
plemented by measures that
would ensure that none of the

\ senior bank officials are ap-

pointed by the government,
there is no interference by the
government and that /the
management of the central
bank, while continuing an in-
deperdent existence, is staffed
by qualified and capable man-
agers. The US model of the
central bank is widely ac-
cepted as a strong model and
could function as a role-model.

Whichever model one
chooses, one has to concede
that in the ideal scenario, the
central bank has an au-
tonomous existence. However,
at the pre-budget meeting the
minister chose to say that
there would not be any politi-
cal interference even though
the Bangladesh Bank Governor,
Mr Khorshed Alam was ic-
ipating. If indeed there was to
be no political interference by
the government, why was the
central bank governor present
al a government meeting?

The Awami League is tak-
ing some Fond initial steps
towards Iflinancial reform.
However, if it continues to live
on the past and focus on the
mistakes that BNP had made,
it will lose the positive image
Jhat people have been getting

in the past few days. Agreed
the BNP may have made some

mistakes, but the new gov-
ernment should be forward
thinking and focus on the fu-
ture rather than rue the past.
It is now tithe for them to sub-
stantiate their promises by
giving the country someth

real, rather than removal

duties on a few items. allowing
limited participation of the
private sector in the telecom
i“mm‘%n and rtduﬂn%lubll—

e

dies. u mi udget
s hould rrvea!r?nwh. r they
are merely making |Ses

or whether their claims have
meat on them )




