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Focus

Today's focus page
contains an article
highlighting the anti-
people nature of the
Vested Property Law

| Page 5
International

800 soldiers killed,
claim Tigers

ASEAN urged not to
grant Myanmar

DSE price index 1110.82 (+1.35%)
Marke! capital T 7542.48 1
Transactions in volume 856637

NEWS BRIEFS

25 held from ZIA
ByMéorrespondmt

At least 25 persons were
arrested and five motor vehi-
tional Airport mﬁm the
last two days. Police sources
said, the arrested were in-
volved in terrorism and differ-
ent criminal activities.

Azerbaijan PM
removed

BAKU, July 20: Azerbailjan
President Haydar Aliyev re-
moved Prime Minister Faud
Guliyev and at least two other
members of the governmenlt
on Friday. Interfax news

sald. It said Guliyev had

been asked to resign for health
reasons.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday emphasised
on national consensus among
the democratic forces for the
improvement of law and order,
reports UNB.

Local and foreign invest-
ment as well as employment
and economic activities re-

uire a peaceful atmosphere in
ci'u'.- country, she said while in-
augurating a day-long 'National
Workshop on Law and Order
at the Osmany Mermnorial Hall.

This national worksho
the first step for establishin
consensus relating to law an
order, the Prime Minister said
and regretted the absence of
representation of the main op-
position party. BNP.
Questioning the sincerity of
BNP in curbing terrorism, she
said Awami League representa-
tives had attended a similar
seminar, organised by the pre-
vious government.

The Awami League MPs also

attended the parliamentary

committee meetings durin

the BNP regime, Hasina said.
But, she added, the committee
stopped functioning after the
AL proposed listing the ruling
parly patronised terrorists by
the opposition parties and vice
versa.

Quoting figures of the
country's rising deterioration
of law and order from 1991 to
1995, she said the situation
not only de rﬁlcted the govern-
ment's inefficiency and irre-
sponsibility. but also of a
"horrifying picture of crime
and state terrorism in the in-
terest of the vested quarter
occupying state power.,"

Hasina recalled the brutal
event of August 15, 1975,
which claimed the lives of her
father, mother, brothers and
other relations.

The top priority of her new
government was to improve
the law and order, she said

'Nat'l consensus a must to
improve law & order: PM

and called upon the mls
people to surrender
AIMS,

The Prime Minister urged
them to leave terrorism, re-
turn to normal life and engage
themselves in nation-building
activities.

“Terrorist is a terrorist.
Terrorists have no political
identity.” she said adding that
her party and pgovernment
would not patronise terrorism
and the terrorists.

Hasina said the Home Min-
istry has already taken an ini-
tiative to draw up a working
plan to combat terrorism.

"lIllegal arms will be recov-

ided
illegal

ered. Extortion, killing, da-
coity, mu nﬁ repression on
women an nth:r terrorist

acts will be dealt with a strong
hand,” she said. "We want a
terrorism-free society, secure
life and to live in a normal and
dignitied atmosphere.”

See Page 12 Col 2

Flood engulfs fresh areas
as rlvers contmue to swell

! A flood- hlt village in Munshigan) distrect.

Star photo
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dul Mannan Bhuiyan
Blamed
League
make the Jatiya Sangsad inef-
fective and turn it into their
own lorum.’

become
Speaker violates the rules to
| protect
Treasury
denies the rights of the Oppo-
sition
Bhuiyan asked.

The flood situation in
Nawabg}?nj l{eramaianj and
Dohar thanas of Dh and in
Manikganj and Munshiganj
districts worsened further
yvesterday as rivers continued
to swell. reports UNB.

Accordin to official
sources, the flood situation in
Bogra, Sherpur Jamalpur,
Sirajganj, and Gaibandha took
an alarming turn inundating
fresh areas of the northern re-

Tl.
The

Brahmaputra regis-
tered rise at all points except
at Noonkhawa and

Bahadurabad and the Ganges
continued to rise at all points,
according to a bulletin of Flood
Information Centre.

Five rivers — the Dharla at
l'[urllgram the Brahmaputra at
Chilmari., Bahadurabad,
Sirajganj and Aricha, the
Ganges at Goalundo and
Bhaigyakul, the Surma at
Ranaighat and Sun anj and
the Meghna at Bhairab —

flowing above their respec-

r levels.

The Brahmaputra, flowing
above its danger Ilevel,
recorded fall by 4 cm at
Noonkhawa an 5 cm at
Bahadurabad while it recorded
rise by 6 cm at Sirajganj. 15
cm at Aricha and slight rise at
Chilmari.

The Ganges in the Ganges
basin recorded further rise by
22 ¢cm at Pankha. 26 cm at
Rajshahi, 25 cm at Hardinge
Bridge. 13 cm at Goalundo and
by 9 cm at Bhaigyakul. The
river was flowing above iis
danger level by 47 cm at
Goalundo and 69 cm at
Bl akul

e bulletin effective for
the next 24 hours till 6 am to-
day said the Brahmaputra may
fall at Chilmari, Bahadurabad
and Sirajganj and rise at Aricha
points and It is likely to flow
12 emy, 34 cm, 20 cm and 53
cin above their respective dan-
ger marks

The Ganges, during
S e 1200l 7

the

lﬂﬂ YEARS CIF MDDERNISATIDN Prumr& uttheaa upenmg uf the Atltalypuh
on Julj' 19, form the five familiar rings and a one hundred to symbolise the centennial
anniversary of the Games' modern era.

— AFP/UNB photo

Biggest sporhng extravaganza

ATLANTA. July 20: In a
blaze of light, colour and mu-
sic, the Atlanta Olympics were
launched here Saturday as
brash Holl od and the tra-
ditional old South met to %_v
hearty American send o
Lthe Centennial Games, reports
AFP.

US President Bill Clinton
opened the biggest sports
event the world has ever seen.,
telling an estimated 3.5 billion
television viewers worldwide:
"l declare o the Games of
Atlanta. celebrating the 26th
Olympiad of the modern era.”

Shortly afterwards the
Olympic flame was kindled
into glowing life by Muhammad
Ali. who as Cassius Clay won
the 1960 heavyweight
gold medal and later became
World Champion and one of
the most famous sportsmen in
the world.

Ali, chronically ill with
Parkinson's disease. accepted
the Olym torch on the final
relay leg Janet Evans, the
United States swimmer who

has won four Ol ic gold
. ympic g

SR
Atlanta 19%

His left arm and hand shook
uncontrollably as he lit the ta-
ﬂer with the torch clutched in

is right hand. Seconds later
flames burst from the pic
cauldron that will burn until
extinguished at the closing
ceremony on August 4.

But getting to the s
proved a nightmare m
83.000 spectators. It took
nearly three hours to fill the

stadium as security personnel

combed through personal be-

longings in a clear indication
of just how seriously the
Olympic city is taking the
threat of terrorism,

Security throughout Atlanta,
a prime target for terrorists
during the Olympics, was
stepped up on the eve of the
opening ceremony following
the deaths of 230 people
aboard a TWA flight to Paris
which plunged into the At-
lantic off New York late
Wed

Only hours before the open-
ing ceremony a bomb scare
forced security officials to seal
oll the Olympic International
Broadcasting Centre from
where television pictures are
beamed to the world. It re-

ned more than an hour
after the alert, which was
prompted by a suspicious

. ' was ended.

In the stadium purpose-
built for the Olympics. which
will later be used by the At-
lanta Braves baseball team as
their new home base, people
who had paid from 420 to 636
US dollars for tickels fanned

"Ske Page 12 Col 3

US-Bangladesh
caucus soon

A US-Bangladesh caucus
comprising Senators and Con-

gressmen is being launched to
ve a boost to the Wash Ofl-

haka relations. reports UNB,

US Congressman Bill
Richardson who is working to
launch the disclosed this

while briefing newsmen at the
press club in Washington DC
on Friday, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka yester-

Bill Richardson said he
himsell would be the leader of
the Democratic group in this
caucus and declare the names
of other members of the
friends-of-Bangladesh group'
and ltadtr of the majority
part

e uhjertl?e of the caucus
will be to create awareness in
the Congress and the Amneri-
cain people aboul Bangladesh,”

See Page 12 Col |
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Task Force on law & order
soon: Home Minister

Star Report

Formation of a task force for
improvement of law and order
was announced by Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam at the
end of a day-long workshop
organised by the Home
Ministry in the city yesterday.

The task force will work as
a contact point for the people
to put forward suggestions for
improvemnent of law and order,

he said. "It will be t of the
ministry and headed by an ad-
ditional secretary.” the minis-

ter said. He said he will take
personal interest in the func-
tioning of the task force,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina inaugurated the work-

shop at the Osmany Memorial
Hall.

The workshop. aimed at

finding out ways to improve
the law and order, was divided
into four working sessions.

Rafiqul Islam later talking
to The Daily Star said, "the
task force will scrutinise the
suggestions put forward by the
ll.)_l:ﬂ ple for necessary action,

hose will be placed before
the Jatiya Sangsad whenever
required.”

During the [first session
SOIMe WoInen wearin% badges
"Where is Kalpana Chakma?’
Distributed pamphlets asking
the Home Ministry the where-
abouts of Kalpana.

By and large, the discus
sants and participants were
seen enthusiastic about the
workshop. There was, how-

Sec Page 12 Col 8

“discussion on

Mannan Bhuiyan tells The Daily Star

Ruling party trying to turn Jatiya
Sangsad 1nto 1ts own forum

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNFP Secrelary General Ab-
MF. has
ruling Awami
atltempting o

the
{or

How can the parliament
effective il the

the imterests of the
Hench members and
lawmakers?” Mannan

In an interview with The

Daily Star at the BNP central
office yesterday. Bhuiyan said
'Our party is 'keen
present parliament as the cen-
tre of all national activities and
neip it play an effective role in

to see the

~ Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan

resolving all problems facing

o e —

the nation. But BNP alone can't |

do this unless the ruling party
is sincere in doing so

"Making the parllajnent ef-
fective depends on mutual co-
nptrauun between Lhe govern-

arty and the o ition in
lhE ouse and the latter's role
is definitely determined by
that of the Treasury Bench”,
the former minister said,
adding “they (the government)
must create an atmosphere to
get our cooperation.”

The BNFP leader expressed
his dissatisfaction over the
performances’ of the Speaker
and the Treasury Bench mem-
bers. saying "Theyre denying

our rights as Opposition law-
See Page 12 Col 6

. senijor DMP official

f

Police to be redeployed
at ZIA to check crimes

By Masud Ant

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMF) personnel will be re-
deployed at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport immediately fol-
lowing a request from the air-
port authorities, according to a
esterday.

The director of the ZIA. in a
letter to the DMP Commis
siloner last week. requested
redeployment of DMP at the
airport to check increased
movement of criminals there
sources in the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAAB) told this cor-
respondent

CAAB officials said that
movement of criminals in-
volved in snatching, harassing
passengers, illegal foreign cur-
rency transaction etc. in the
air increased since the
withdrawal of DMP personnel
on June 15.

These criminals are har-
boured by some organised

gangs in Ashkona. Bauma.
Khilkhet and other adjoining
areas. They disappear in the

adjoining areas after commil
ting crimes in the airport area,
security officials at the ZIA
said.

The airport securily per-
sonnel. now numbering aboul
700 are not well equipped to
curb the activities ol
criminals. They include secu
rity ersonnel of the
Bangladesh Civil Aviation Au
thority (CAAB), Armed Police
Battalion, Ansar and Golden
Guards, a private organisation.
the sources said.

Sources neither in the po
lice, nor in the airport could
specifically say why police
were withdrawn [rom the air
port. Another senior police ol
licial of the DMP however said
that the team of 25 policemen

See Page 12 Col |
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Jail-break
Another

escapee
arrested

ByStaﬂ'Cmt

Another esca
Dhaka Central J -hruk I!ll:i
dent was arrested from
Machhdanga wvillage in
Nilphamari district yesterday.
With this, the number of
escapees arrested so far by
lice has risen to two. Thirteen
prisoners, including five con-
victs, escaped from the Central
Jail in the early hours of July
15

Acting on a ti
the CID, the Nil
arrested Abdu
Daulatpur, Ma
residence of one Moulana Md
Mizanur Rahman in
Machhdanga village. Mannan is
an accused in two under-trial
cases, CID sources said.

Last Wednesday, a team of
the Special Branch (SB) ar-
rested Shawkat alias Abdur

See Page 12 Col 8§

JS session

resumes today
By Staff Correspondent

The first session of the
country's seventh Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) resumes after a
two-day recess this afternoon,
with uncertainty over the
Opposition BNP's return to the
House.

BNP staged a stormy walk-
out on the second day of the

sessionl Thursday protesting
against the alleged violation of
the J5 Rules of Procedure by
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Cﬂﬂwdhur}r. The party also ac-
cused the Speaker of being bi-
ased towards the ruling Awami
League.

The opposition party did
not return to the House on
that day.

When asked whether his
party would return to the
House today, BNP Secretary
CGeneral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
told the Daily Star yesterday
that the party's parliamentary
wing would decide on the is-
sue this afternoon.

An influential leader of the

party told this corre-
Spo t lﬂ}.;t night that they
were trying to contact the BNP
leaders concerpied ‘18 have a
efr comtention;
to pave the way for théir re-
turn to the House today.

Maltese vessel

detained

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 20:
Departure of the Maltese flag
carrying vessel MV Blue North
which partly sank in front of
KAFCO after damaging its jetty
on June 25 has now become
uncertain following order for
detention ot the ship by the
Admiralty Court.

The detention order came
after the KAFCO authorities
lodged a case with the court

-off given by
amari police
Mannan of

nj. from the

| claiming a compensation of Tk

46.7 crore lor causing damage
lo its business. relevant sour-
ces said.

Chittagong Port ofticials in-
lormed that they had already
received the copy ol the de-
lention order against MV Blue
North.

As a result, Chittagong Port
Authority will not give any
clearance to the Maltese shi
till the case is settled. port of-
ficials said.
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New 50-taka note
from Saturday

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Bank (BB) will
issue a new H50-taka note from
next Saturday from ils
Motijheel office. said a press

release.

The new note will be simi-
lar to the existing one regard-

| ing size, design. signature,
. embossing: and security
1hrr:'ad

But the signature ol the
Governor. Khorshed Alam, will
be sharper and finer.

The clouds in the back of
the note will be set in deeper
tones and the lines besides the
picture of the Jatiya Sangsad
will also be deeper. But the
words “Fifty taka™ will be little
lrll.h"

The existing Taka 50 notes
will also remain valid

Food import estimated at 1.7m tons

By R M Titumir

Although the projected food

production in the current fis-
' cal year —
a million tons
of last year. the country's food
import
around
year. sources concerned said.

1996-97 — is nearly
than that

is estimated to be
1.7 millien tons this

According te the World

| Food Programme (WFP). food
aid to the c
showing a downward
| ower the years is likely to stand
at 453 thousand tons this year
| 190 thousand tons less than
last year's. raising the govern-
| ment unpart by nine per cent

which is
trend

the current fiscal

year. U:c:nuﬂtqllm'lllﬂ
any food aid from

Ilrgﬂt bflateral donor It

tons in
thousand tons and stood at
over 2. 4 million tons last year

l;uarnwdcd 169 thousand tons

st years, 23 per cent of the

year's food aid.

According to the "B

desh Foodgraln Digest” of the
WFP.
ports comprised food aid 453
thousand tons and commercial
imports 1260 thousand tons.

the total projected im-

In its continuous slide. food

aid went down from 1.5 mil-
lion tons in
thousand tons in 1994-95 and
further to 743 thousand tons

1990-91 to 935

last year
On the contrary, the im-
s soared to 5 million

1994-95 from 966

Of the food imports last

year, Lthe government and the
private sector imported 35 per
cent each while 23 per cent
came as bilateral aid and the
WFP provided the rest 7 per

cent.
According to the projected
foodgrain shipment for the

current fiscal. private sector
import is estimated to be 29
per cent of the total, less by 6
per cent from the previous
year s. The ment's share
is likely to 44 per cent and
the total food aid would com-
rise 26 per cent of the total
mports,

Instead of providi food
aid to the government, the US
would channel its aid to care
an American NGO working in

the country

Mcnrdllﬁ to the Food Pro-
curement Monitoring Unit of
the Ministry of Food, the gross
production in 1995-96 was
estimated at around 19,040
thousand tons by the WFP
since the ulanuticu of IRRI1/
Boro and wheal production
was yet to be finalised by the
Ba h B'LH'L'II.I of Sulll
tics. For 1996-97, tlr
20 million tons,
18.7 milllon tons nf
1.3 million tons of whent

Of the targeted 20 million
tons 1.8 milllon tons are to
come from Aus crop. 9.8 mil
llon tons from Aman, 7.1 mil-
llon tons from IRRI/Bore and

See Page 12 Col 2

%5
| Adamaton

OFFICIAL SOFT DRiNg
1996 OLYMPIC GAMES

final.

LATEST FROM ATLANTA
Poland captures first gold

Poland's Renata Mauer won the first
gold of the centenary Olympics on
Saturday, snatching victory from the
grasp of German Petra Horneber with
her last shot in the 10-metre air rifle
Horneber,

who had led the

competition throughout, lost her nerve with her 10th and
last shot, scoring only 8 8 out of a possible maximum 10.9.
Mauer, a 27-year-old from the town of Wroclaw, registered
10 7 and edged out the German, finishing with an aggregate
score of 497.6 against 4974 tor Hormmeber. Aleksandra
Ivosev of Yugoslavia claimed the bronze with a final score
of 497 2. It was Poland’s first women's shooting goid

medal. — Renter,




