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OVERTY excites a lot of

debates in particular its

short-term directiona-
ities. Over and beyand these
debates. however. some con-
clusions are inescapable. After
every last statistical adjust-
ment has been made, the chal-
lenge of rural poverty in
Bangladesh remain a monu-
mental one with nearly half the
rural population living in
poverty of which approxi-
mately half are in extreme
poverty. The challenge of
poverty alleviation in Bangla-
desh is squarely one of scale.
Incremental chanfes become
irequently reversible and such
reversible mobility is starkly
counterposed to the more
significant . task of economic
graduation.

Yet. analysis of poverty is
not only a matter ol counting
numbers. It is equally about
assessing potentialities. It is
precisely on this dynamic
plane that the locus of poverty
debates [requently lose their
substantive moorings and the
challenge of analysiing trends
becomes first and foremost a
challenge of erspective. A
peculiar mala here is to
equate analysis of trends with
regime evaluation and thereby
invest the pursuit 6f profes-
sional analysi$ with the ten-
sions of political competition.
Ground realities, however, do
not necessarily coincide with
regime perodisation. More
significantly, the equation of
trends analysis with regime
evaluation terids to have the
consequence of restricting
empirical attention only to the
range of factors which are sig-
nificant from the standpoint of
regime evaluation. Epistemo-
logically speaking, the analysis
of trends then follows more a
path of deductive logic at the
expense of a more conscious
and active attention to the
complex potentials of ground
realities, potentials rooted
above ail in the independent
capacity of the r and pro-
ducers for initiative and labour.
It is these ground potentials
which can and most frequently

do transform social outcomes
into ones which are quite dif-
ferent from those predicted
thl‘ﬂ_lr.lﬁh deductive logic.

e challenge of meaning-
ful poverty analysis is thus
foremost also a challenge of
epistemology, of Eolnt\f beyond
any empirically limiting terms
of reference which may be in-

ﬁ“lan.u::l 7 per cent during 1989-
‘Rural poverty has shown
unmistakable thou modest

improvement over the p:rﬁ
1987-94., Based on inco
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virtually nil; areas of growth
mainly were services. trade
non-crop agriculture, '’

herent in narrowly conceived &1 cent of the Increase
deductive logic. Bangladesh In-  measure. the proportion of in rural income at the margin
stitute of Development Studies eople living in poverty fell 'is contributed by labour, 36
(BIDS) initiated the Analysis of E-om 57.5 per cent in 1987 to  per cent by land and only 7
Poverty Trends Project In 6] 7 per cent in 1994, It . per cent by capital.

1989 precisely on such an ob-  ghould be noted that expendi- An important factor behind
jective, to be alert to the the improvement in rural eco-

changing complexities of
gruund realities and thereby
raw out the dynamic lessons
most meaningful towards em-
powering the livelihood strug-
les of the poor. The Project
as been monitoring rural
goverty trends on a continuous

ture measures of povert{ may
give somewhat lower levels
thﬂlﬁ] this does not change
the finding on directionally.
The decline in rural
poverty was evident. for both
moderate and extreme poor.
Moderate poverty declined
from 31.7 per cent in 1987 to

nomic conditions has been the
drastic reduction in the
growth of rural population due
to rapid rural-urban migration
and reduction in natural

owth of population. Rural-ur-

an migration reduced rural
population by nearly 1 per cent

asis on a nationally represen- 599 s
.2 per cent in 1994. Over per year during 1987-94 while
Latlt:irc samp'lje of rural house- the same eriod, extreme the child-woman ratio
olds spread over ?112 ﬁllﬂgfi-‘?- poverty declined from 25.8 dropped from 77 to 50 per
across the country (the sample per cent to 22.5 per cent. cent over the same perfod. Av-

was selected in 1987 for an
earlier BIDS study). The same
set of households have been
monitored over time and find-
ings from this massive exer-
cise has just been presented in
a special BIDS Seminar under
the report titled 1987-1994;
Dynamics of Rural Poverty in
Bangladesh. The Report is
edited by Hossain Zillur Rah-
man, Mahabub Hossain and Bi-
nayak Sen while contributors
additionally include Sharifa
Begum, Rushidan Islam Rah-
man, Raisul Awal Mahmud and
Ahmed Kamal. Major findings
are summarised below in a
poverty balance-sheet.

spundin'% rate increased from
7.4 to 1
females.

non-agricultural activities
creased from 34.5 to 44.5 per -
cent over the survey period.

Labour force participation

rate for rural males decreased
from 86 to B2

r cent during
1987-94 while the corre-

.2 per cent for rural

Incidence of child labour

show a decline in labour force
participation rate from 19.6 to

11.8 per cent during 1988- -

95. For boy children, the de-
cline is from
cent while for girl children it
is from 7.1 to 1.8 per cent.

30.4 to 20.7 per

Number of workers em-

ployed in agriculture declined
in absolute terms between

1988 and 1995. The share of

in-

cent while the decline has
been in the ranks of the
mixed owner-tenant category.
Pure owner category increased
from 38 to 45 per cent over
the period while non-cultivator

~ households declined from 32.5

to 30 per cent. The propor-
tion of land under tenancy also
declined by 6 percentage
points. :

Savings and Investment;:
The proportion of negative
savers among rural househbdlds
declined from 55 to 40 per
cent between 1989 and 1994,
However, the proportion of
households displaying high
savings rale (in excess of %ﬂ
er cent) is still very low at
ess than a fifth of rural
households.

Average private investment
rate in rural Bangladesh con-

——

The hope lies in the survival resilience and attitudinal changes in the rural society. The
.despair springs from the fragility as well as the modesty of the change process. The

challenge is not of survival but of graduatio

poverty becomes a thing of the past

ation so that not just poverty but also the spectre of

The Poverty-Gap ration
declined from 21.7 per cent in
1987 to 19.2 per cent in 1994,
The FGT index declined from
13.5 in 1989 to 9.6 in 1994.

The degree of income
inequality has remained un-
changed over the 1989-94
Fmog. However, the absolute
evel of income inequality re-
main fairly high; Gini ratio for

erage size ol the household
declined from 6.16 in"1988 to
5.95 in 1995,
Self-Assessment: The im-
provement in the rural povert
situation as revealed tﬁornug
the inconie criterion is also
corroborated by self-assess-
ment by rural households on
the nature of change irr their
economic condition. 39 per

A Poverty Balance-Sheet,  concentration of per capita  cent assessed improvement in
1987-94 incomes was 0.4 in 1994. their economic condition
come in 1994 was-taka 8803 :!on-crop agriculture and ser- deterioration; 44 per cent

vices contributed to an wors-

assessed no change.

or US Dollars 220 at current
prices. The Poverty Line In-
ar was Taka
6287 for US Dollars 158; the
Line for
poverty was taka 3757 or US
dollars 94, both at current
Fric:s, The rate of change in
he poverty line income was
4.4 per cent during 1987-89

come for this

Income

extreme

tion.

ening in income distribution
while crop production and
trade contributed to an im-
provemert in income distribu-

Average rural household in-
come grew at the rate of 2.9
gtr cent during

rowth in crop income was

erate
1987-94

Employment: Total
plovment
creased by 27
treme é)uur households over
the 9

responding increase for mod-

been 2
poor households 36 per cent.

em-
per worker in-
per cent for ex-

0-94 period. The cor-

oor households has
cent and for non-

However, expansion of nort-
agricultural employment has
been in activities which are at
the lower end of labour pro-
ductivity. Growth in labour

oductivity in.non-agriculture
as been slow (.03 per cent
compared to non-agriculture )
(3.3 per cent).
emale-headed House-
holds: Proportion of {emale-
headed households was less
than 5 per cent. However, one-
fifth of rural households have
at least one female earner. In-
cidence of poverty is higher in
households with femdle earn-
ers than with only male mem-
bers.

Tenancy: The proportion
of rural households involved in
tenancy declined from 30 to
25 per cent during 1988-95.
The "percentage of pure
tenants was constant at 9 per

low at only
E.?(!,Je_r cent in 1994,
risis and Income Erosion:

tinues to be ve

. While the proportion of rural

households who suffer natural
disaster type of crisis show
strong variability. those rou-
tinely exposed to illness ex-
penditure-related crisis and
insecurity-related crisis are
relatively stable at around 40
per cent and 15 per cent re-
spectively. About 4 per cent of
rural households regularly suf-
fer from dowry-related crisis.
The magnitude of average
annual income erosion per
household is estimated at taka
7839 in 1994. Average income
erosion per household consti-
tutes on average 15.5 per cent
of average household annual
income. For extreme poor
households. the correspondin
percentage is as high as 2

HEN | was a young

doctor in the Sri Lan-

kan city of Galle. the
only neighbour who never
consulted me about his ail-
ments was Mr Fernando.

Everyone else would stop
me in the street or the shops
and ask me what they should
do about their aching knee or
latest bout of back pain.

Not Mr Fermando.

He was not a with my
family, and nor was he in per-
fect ﬁcatth. The truth, I dis-
covered years later. was that
he treated himself.

Mr Fernando's "heal thyself”
attitude has much to be said
for it. But though do-it-yourself
medicine may often be a relief
for the neighbourhood doctor,
it has dangers.

Sad though it is for me to
describe him thus, my old
friend Mr Fernando was a dan-

ous drug abuser.

If he felt a sore throat com-
ing on. for example, he would

p down to the pharmacy and

a supply of antibiotics.

1': is an approach which suits
both drug-takers and drug-
sellers: the-: former because
they do not need to spend
time and money consulting a
doctor for a prescription. the

Why Nice Mr Fernando was a Dangerous Drug Abuser -

Dr Sanjiva Wijesinha is

grateful to patients who do net rush to him with every little ailment. But he

warns that people who pop down to the pharmacy to buy medicine without a prescription are ofte
contributing to a worldwide health crisis. Gemini News Service reports on antibiotic abuse. ;

latter because they are only too
sell as
medicines as ible.

ernando’'s sore
t have been caused .
by a virus, for which antibiotics
have no effect. Even if it was
due to bacteria su
Mr Fernando
only until he felt
better, and then :

By not compileting a full
course of whatever antibiotic

t. he was reduc-
lveness against the
bacteria. As a result,
anyone who had caught the
same bacteria from him — a
member of his family perhaps
—wotlld have found the same
anlibiotic of little hel

happy to

But Mr
throat

an antibiotic,
took the dru

he had bo
ing its eff
inkecti

Says Dr
Kumararatne,
Immunology

just not gras

tance of completi
antibiotic drugs.

uramya
Reader in
Britain's
Birmingham University:
over the world people have

many

tible to

& AS 3

Dr Sanjiva Wijesinha writes from Colombo
The antiobiotic boom - =%

7o O national
pharmaceutical

"'1.;: :”"'1.

"All Total value: $15.5bn
the impor- take the medicine until they  time.”
a course of feel betier and then save Lhe People like Mr Fernando
ey simply remaining tablets for the next have been unwittingly con-

tributing to an emerging
worldwide health crisis — the
basic cause of which his the
ability of bacteria to develop
resistance to antibiotics.

Among the billions of bacte-
ria inlecting Mr Fernandos
throat would have been a
small, tougher group which
was slightly better equipped to
fight ofl the eflects of the drug.
I ﬁ}unt enou medicine was
taken to kill only the other,
susceptible, germs, t few
remaining resistant ones could
have survived (o grow a new
colony — and this new breed of
bacteria would be rehatively
immune to the original antibi-
otic. '

Explains Dr H W Szeto. bac:
lrrigru ist at Hong Kongs
Queen Mary Hospital: "Patients
must stop thinking of antibi-
otics as harmiess. Every antibi-
otic has a specific range of ef-
fectiveness. and must be taken
with care. otherwise real -harm
can be done, with hartcria'ht*-

ing given more opportunities
to develop immunity to the
drug.”

Patients such as Mr
Fernando are not the only drug
abusers. While people who
swallow antibiotics without
prescription constitute a major
problem. doctors who pre-
scribe antibiotics unnecessarily
must also accept a fair share of
the blame. g

Most unhelpful of all are the
patients who shop around —
getting drugs from one doctor,
taking them for a day and
then, because they have not
got a quick cure. going to an-
other doctor without disclos-
ing that they have already
started a course of drugs.

Mr Fernando would never
have dreamed of using a really
harmful drug — not even to-
bacco — and would have been
most upset if he heard me de-
scribing him as a drug abuser.

But my abusing antibiotics.
over the years he and well
meaning people like him have
been contributing to a massive
public health problem.

DR SANJIVA WIJESINHA is
a medical specialist wwho has
pracltised in Sri Lanka. Hong
Kong, England and Ausiralia.
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per cent. .
L Vulnerability due to crisis
events is relatively higher in

the two northern Division of
Dhaka and Rajshahi compared
to the two southern Diyisions
of Chittagong and Khulna. =~

‘Coping ities: Over 80
per cent of rural males and
around 70 per .cent of rural
females have access to emer-
gency credit. The greater ma-
jority of emiergency credit
sources are soft sources i.e.

zero or low interest loans from
kins and friends. :
Self-assessed average credit
limit on emergency loans taka
109 for rural males and taka
72 for rural females in
1995. Increase across income
groups is significant in case of
males but not so in case of fe-

males.

Expenditure-savings: Ex-
EEnditurersavtngs for rural
ouseholds arise in three

- sources: homestead forestry,

product residuals and common
property resources.

e most important cate- -
gory of expenditure-savings is
supplementary foods (taka
1374 per household per an-
num) followed by fuel items
(taka 1315), animal feed (taka
1177) and lastly, house-build-

ing materials (taka 568). Total .

annual nditure-savings per
household was Taka 4461 in
1994, 1t was taka 6767 in
1990, -

For rural Bangladesh as a
whole, expenditure-savings as
a proportion of household in-
come is B.9 per cent. This
proportion rises to 22.5 per
cent in the case of extreme
poor hauseholds.

Scope for expenditure-
savings has been declining
over time. The decline is the
most severe in the case of fish
(41 per cent of households re-
port such a decline}. Decline
has been greater in the two
northern Divisions of Dhaka
and Rajshahi compared to the
southern Divisions of Chit-
tagong and Khulna.

ration: Life-time migra-
tion represents 7.5 per cent of
total panel households in
1990. Of the total of individual
migrants, 71 per cent are eco-
nomic migrants.

Health: There has been a
general improvement in health
status over the 1988-95 pe-
rincdd. However, 12 per cent or
2.2 million people still remain
chronically ill amd 2.3 per cent
or 470,000 are disabled.

Overall morbidity rate for
rural Bangladesh is 12.5 per
cent. The rate for repeat ill-
ness is 9 per cent and for ma-
jor illness is 4 per cent.

Morbidity risk does not
show noticeable wvariation
across economic classes. This
tends to indicate that non-
food physical environment may
still be the dominant determi-
nant of rural health status.

Health risks for rural men
and women are basically the
same, namely., environmental
hazards. The only area of out-
standing difference is repro-
ductive health of women. Ma-
ternal risks is a pervasive phe-

nomenon and improvement in

household economic status
lowering ef such
risks. This points towards a
critical problem of inadequate
provision and practice of 'safe
motherhood’ for rural women
irrespeclive ol economic con-
dition.
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- RURAL POVERTY TRENDS '
Times of Hope, Times of Despair

acute 'illness show a suhﬁfan-
tial decline from 16.2 per cent

in 1984 to 4.3 per cent in

1995. . '
Public health system play a

strikingly minor role in the

provision of curative services
to rural population. Only 12
per cent of rural sickness are
treated im the fetwork of gov-
ernment health centres,

role is somewhat more sign

eir
ifi-

. cant in the case of major ill-

ness. -

Rural population suffer an
average of 13 days per episode
of acute illness and 72 days

er episode of major illness.

uration of forced inactivity is
on average a week for acute
illness and a month for major
illness,

Rural population on aver-
aglf incur an expenditure of
taka 342 on acute illness, taka
2680 on major iliness and taka
83 per month on repeat ill-
ness.

Education: School partici-
pation rate for the 6-10 age
group increased from 56 per
cent to 70 per cent during
1990-95. The rate of increase
has been faster for girl chil-
dren. .

Improvement in the par-
ticipation rate in secondary
schools has been marginal.
The rate currently is 29 per
cent for the relevant age
group.

Cloth : Proportion of
rural ‘population without min-
imum clothing declined from
15.4 per cent in 1990 {o' 3.5
per cent in 1995. The decline
was true for both male and fe-
male. i

Housing: The proportion of
rural households living in ex-
lreme vulnerable housing. i.e.
jhupri, declined from 9 to 2
per cent during 1990-95,

Sanitation: lJse of sanitary
toilets increased from 7 to 22
per cent of rural households

- during 1990-95. Use of open

space over the same period
declined from 50 te 25 per
cent.

Conclusions

Poverty remains the cen-
tral problem for Bangladesh.
But it is not an unchanging
story. While the deductive
logic of many pundits limit
the story to regime evaluation,
the larger story is being forged
by the resilience and initia-
tives of the common producers
and workers and those who
facilitate such initiatives. It is
a story which bespeak of both
hope and despair. The hape
lies in the survival resilience
and attitudinal changes in the
rural, society. The despair
springs from the fragility as
well as the modesty of the
change process. The challenge
is not of survival but of gradua-
tion so that not just poverty
but also the spectre of poverty
becomes a thing of the past.
To reach such a turning point.
however, we need in the lan-
guage of the economist both a
necessary condition and a suf-
ficient condition. The neces
sary condition is alreadyv in
place as provided by the initia-
tive efforts of the common
producers and workers. What
remains elusive is the suffi-
cient condition, namely. a po-
litical and administrative pro-
cess which alone can provide
the necessary big push towards
rapid economic graduation.
This is the challenge which
confronts our journey into the
Z1st century,

Film 1:00 Maovie Club Fim: {Rep).
Sesh Theke Suru 1:30 Nyer Sange
Dekha 2:00 Pratingsha 2:30
Bandhu Chile Bhalo 3:00 Kemon
Aachen 3:30 Comedy Owiz 4:45
Mowvie Club Film (Rept): S Jagan

1:30 nath 5:00 Jishu 5:30 Nuer Sange

Kaash 2:00 Sunday Ki Sunday
2:30 The Nwlep Rasoi Show 3:00
Khoya Khoya Chand 3:30 Mowie
Mama 4:30 Homse Barkar Gong
500 Rangeeta Re 5:30 Mere
Massege Mer Geet 6:00 Aama
6:30 Video CD Premwér 7-00 Good
shot 7:30 Ja Be Hanuman B:00

Sdsda 1130 Special 12:00

Newshne 1230 Dance Dance News 1:20 PTV Music Library surt- Wheel 0f Fourtune 8:30 Cine

138  Best of the Bewi 230 130 Vusa Pakistan 755 Ghazal Prime Hindh  Featwre Fim 11:30
Uss Naye Sawee 8:25 Dentonic Fortune Hunter 12:30 Humse

Toeana Awr Fasane 330 Mk
e

World Of Sports B:45 Ancta 9:00
Bresk For Headhnes News 10:00
Khabarnama & Commercial News
10:35 TBA 11:55 The Flash Pomt

Barker Gong 100 Hospral 1:30
Aahaat 2 00 Kuch Ml Ne Kaha

Dekha 6:00 Nirjan Dupure Premes
Gaan 6:30 Pratihngsha 7.00
Nandamk 7:30 Bangla Sambad
8:00 Dhitang Diwtang Bole B8:30
UJALA  Surer Asar 900 TBA
925 Classical Musc  19-00
Drama 10:30 News and Bengah
Sambad

ZEE CINEMA

930 Yhe To Kamal Ho Gaya
1%15 Karam Yudh 2:30 Aab Kya
Honga 600 Yateem B:45 Box
Othce 330 Himmatwala 12:30

Bioe Flag 798 B8C Werld
“"‘“lu. ' "ENS it News 030 Tme Ow
Shesthakathe - Hesith gLl c 598 BEC Werld

Programme 10:35 Drams Senes

Fhe adflarve s Ir:l!-ﬂlrw
Wli:ﬂh=nw 10:00 BBC World News 10:30
1135 Tomermrew's programme Twme Dut: Auction 1188 BBC

summary 11-:48 Close down

§08am BBL World News 6§29

Headines 1-95 Horuon 2-98 BBC
World News 2-30 Time Out Top

e

" 3 r : -'. .:'.- L .‘ ..“
i Wi raa
. T

2

Bay Watch On Star Plus at 8:30 PM Tonight

Gesr 300 BBC World News 3:25
Wdow On Ewepe 4080 BBC
Worid News 4:25 Thes Week 500
BBL Workd News 520 The Ant
Mas gthor

CHANNEL V

B30am Asian Top 20 VJ Nome
30 By Bang Weekend VJ
Alessandrz 12:30 Billboard US
Countdown 2:38 The Ride V.J Trey
300 Rewwmd VJ Soplwya 4-00
Mouse Of Nmse V) Luke 530 V!
I's §00pm The Vibe Weshend V.
luke 500 BPL Dye! 500 The
Tcket 930 Twex Time Pass
100 The Best Df Time Pass
10:30 Videocon Flashback 1139
Visushse A def Leppard Special
1:38 The Ticket 180 The Ride vJ
Trey 200 Musc Update Tekye
2:30 Over The Fdge V) Gapluys
3:38 Big Bang V. Alessandra 4-00
Frame by Frame

12380 Mowe: “It's Good To Be
Awe” 230 Mowe Clisscs
“Caraival Story” 4:30 Herun of TV
Censored Bioopers and Practucal
Jokes 530 WMove Telewswos
600pm Famasy Island 700
Thalland Panorama 730 The
Addams Famuly B:00 The Senpsons
8:30 Baywatch 930 Star Trek
The Next Generation 10:-30 L A
Law 1930 Code I 1200mn
COPS 12:30 Mystery Movies: B L
Stryker Part 51172 2200 Mowme
Tonamera &:30 Movie TY 500
The Sullvans 530 Wild Wid Viest

STAR MOVIES

D00 Comedy A Prwvate Funclion
(Arsbec  Subtitles: 930 Classx
The Gt 01 Love PG [Aralec Subts
thes) 1130 Romance A Wornan
Named Jackie [(Hndi Subtrtles)
3.30 Famuly The New Adventures
of Welham Tell PG (Hind Subtstles)

530 Famiy: Joumey To The
Magic Cavern Hind Subtities)
130 ¥ amily Undercover Kud

fHinds Subtities) 900 The Pre
vew 930 Bartie Cres The
longest Day (Mind Subuitles)
1130 The Conous Etfect 1:30
Frght Naght  The Hidden (Mindi
Subtities) 3:38 Fibm Chb: Smash
Palace (Hind Subtitles) 538

}m Privates On Paade 18

iHands Subtities)

§:30 Ched Chad 7:30 Music Twné 8 Dlam

105
ldawar A Mo

Urdu Feature Fidm
Khabr an- Close Down

Khas

| m——

10:30 Janmadin 10 35 Move Club

insal Ki Pukae 3-45 Tangewalla

STAR Sports ZEETV

S-00am Spark 7-30 Glette Word 500 News 6:30 Jagran 700 4

Sport Special 8:00 NBA Insde 07 Computer 830 Al Dut 9:00

Swit 0:30 World Westimg Feg  Dov™wita Ow: Contest 8:30 Yo

eraton Mame 330 Super § 1 New Namaste 1000 Ad Mas Show
—_— _'.". :-.‘_l_____ h :

Startrek: The Next Generation On Star Plus at 930 PM

QUITE A SHOWPIECE. EM -

MAD IT COPED FOR OUR
THUNDE R BIRD COMPANY
FROM THE ORIGINAL 7

SvERY MOVE

nd TCNE
a5

A




