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We should be knowing Hm:da like the palm of
our hand given their patterns established through
the years. Yet, every time they strike us we seem
caught unawares facing them anew as if the first
hominid has been awe-struck by a mighty natural
henomenon and ducking for safety in wide-eyed
Eﬂglrasntﬁs at the mouth ol his cave.
ur stereo-typical response to floods can be

dissected on three levels: First, there is invariably
a round of shadow boxing over the origin of the
floods. their cascading downstream, and the in-
ternal swellings on Bangladesh soil due to-dere-
liction of water channels, evidently with no prac-
tical relevance to the work on hand. Secondly,
there is a near-total fatalistic attitude to the de-
structive swipes. Thirdly, when the red alert is
thrown in, the sleeves are rolled up and the dis-
aster relief gets sent out from the headquarters,
the flood has already worsened into all-engulfing
sheets of water with virtually no communication
to reach the marooned and needy with succour.
We are for graded flood management and pre-
paredness, all in place and in hand well before
the.onset of the flood to be pressed into service
at a short notice. Every time it is the same old
story of embankments breaching and river banks
eroding washing out village after Villﬂ%ﬂ with
reckless abandon. Could we not have embanked
the vulnerable river-sides or strengthened the
exiﬂtinF embankments well in time to avert their
crumbling to pieces? The predictability level is
fairly high about river erosion, so that apart from
taking the structural precautions we could have
oved people to safety as well.

Our point is, we ought to keep in readiness
helicopters, stretchers, vehicles. speed boats,
ORT sachets, medical units. communications
sets, etc. for despatch at moment's notice.
The implementation of FAP to which all the big
economic powers had lent their support in prin-
ciple is unfortunately see-sawing between what is
good about it and what is presumed to be bad in
it. It is not even in a state of suspended anima-
tion. Let it be revived to the centre-stage. At the
same time, as the Water Resources and Flood
Control Minister Abdur Razzak has promised in
an interview with us, let's have a focused seminar
on floods at an early date attended by planners,
experts and environmental journalists.

TWA Tragedy

The possibility of sudden and untimely death i%
something we all have to learn to live with. More
so in the case of those among us who have to un-
dertake journeys in one form of the scientific in-
vention or the other for travel purpose. But
nowhere the tragic impact of an accident is as in-
tense as it is in an air-crash. It splashes out so
much sadness on our consciousness that words
are always found wanting in any attempt to
fathom its depth or encompass its expanse.
The challenger like flaming fate of the TWA
jumbo jet with all its 229 passengers dead at
0045 GMT, Thursday shortly after its take-off for
Paris from the JFK airport in New York is a tragic
reminder of life summed up by a royal character
in one of the plays of an English dramatist of con-
siderable repute: "a tale told by an idiot full of
sound and fury signifving nothing". Indeed. when
fate takes such cruel toll on this irreplaceable and
uninimitable phenomenon of inhaling and exhal-
ing, that too not for a long spell, you have all the
provocation to call it some idiot's tale.
. What a synged seal of fate! What a terrible de-
- struction of dream and desire! A group of people
who bought their rights to set their feet safgley on
the Charles de Gaulle airport ended up as the
bumt offerings for the cold water of Atlantic.
Primary investigations have not revealed any-
thing yet to swggest the involvement of any ter-
rorist group in the accident. although a tinkler to
a television station in Florida who introduced
himself as a member of an Islamic crusaders'
roup, reFﬂrtedly claimed responsibility. Eve
all out of a holocaust is accompanied by suc
unauthenticated inhuman claims and few lead to
discovery of the epicentre of such monumental
tragedies. However, if there is a human hand in
this skyey inferno and not any technical glitch
that might have gone into the explosion, then
more than the memories of all others on the
board the illffated aircraft, that of the members
of the French Club of a Pennsylvania school urge
the universal conscience to discover that anarch's
hand for punishment. Because theirs contributed
so much to the darkness at noon; the noon of life.

A Quiet Passage

The year-long celebration of Dhaka University's
seventy-fifth year of foundation culminated yes-
terday. The concluding ceremony marked by the
symbolic flying of seventy-five pigeons and the
customary addresses of the luminaries among
numerous alumni could not erase the lingering
memory of the poor celebrity value of the sev-
enty-fifth year of country's highest seat of educa-
tion. It was more of a fate than a case of inade-
quate human will and effort.

- When the wheel of this celebration was set in
motion at around this time last year, the whole
country was caught in the welter of a political
confrontation between the party then in power
and those who opposed its rule. Having got a new
lease of life only a few year ago, democracy was
- again gasping for breath as political instability

ve rise to enormous tension in every sphere of
ife. Nevertheless, the joyous occasion was mar-
ked out but the gilt of the gingerbread was taken
off by the divisive and confusing nature of politics.

The hallowed institution became a sad study in
ironical helplessness, for almost all the grounds
well of major political events of this land had its
epicentre here and yet by the quirk of an unkind
fate it was left to a destiny of relative indifference.
. The insular and indifferent fate it suffered this
time had a lot to do with the factional and divisive
spirit of time. | *

But then a curious happening which has only
coincidental significance can move our eyes to
the utility and tradition of the educational institu-
tion as a place for unification of the forces in
favour of learning, consciousness and progress.
Last year, the year-long programme was Pau-nched
dum?B:IhFE] reign of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party and this year when the wheel came a
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circle it was the Awami League back in er
ving outlived the nightmares of history. In the
uiet, unresonant passage of its seventy-fifth year,
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Calculating the Price

of Politics

Research IWWEMMMMMMMMM
growth. It would be in the interest of Bangladesh also that researchers come out
with the particular political problem that is likely to sting the economic
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property rights, which make
[)eaph.' reluctant to invest. or
ack of respect for the rule of
law, which makes citizens
wary of doing business with
strangers.”

General comments on the
political factors constraining
growth generally abound. But
the mbst Tﬂanl challenge
that economists seem to face
is to pin down the specific
political factor which is rele-
vant to economics. In other
words, a set of available
political lactors affecting
economics only few could have
direct correlation with eco-
nomics and the formidable
challenge is to work out the
pertinent ones

Among many ways available
to do the exercise, one
lar approach has been to
equate economic growth per-
formance with the nature of
political regimes — | e
whether democratic or auto-
«ratic  regimes. Which are
friendly to higher growth? The
Economist quoted survey re
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by Abdul Bayes

Al the very outset, it neecds
lo be established that, as lar as
economists are c(oncerned,
they are yet to come up with a
definitive answer to the appar
ent causality between litics
and economics. Traditianal
growth theories. for example
consider total uul{.ml as a
function of capital, labour and
the state of the technology
The tamous law ol dimimishing
returns should enable a
Eonn:r country to reap more

enefits from the additional
capital given a higher return
on additiona)l capital in that
country. As a result, rer
countries should grow faster
to bridge the gap between the
LDCs and the DCs. However, if
one compares the growth
rates between Bolivia and
Malaysia between 1965-19495,
one stands surprised with the
evidence of mixed conver-
gence of economic growth. In
1965 Bolivia had a per capiia
GDP of USS 745 compared to
Malaysia's USS 870 — a differ-
ence of roughly F5 per cent.
But now Malaysians. report-
cdllg.,:i are roughly four times as
rich as the Bolivians. The most
pertinent question is: how
could that happen? There are
a volley of factors adduced for
the emergence of such a yawn-
ing gap and political differ-

* ences are tipped as the most

important. "Slow growth may
be the result of insecure
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This time, the “instability in-
dex” so ctonstructed observed
that the rate of ccnnnn'lti;
owth is negatively correla

Eruth the number of dist
events. But the relationship
between growth and stability
was not nd strong — and
hence expectations still
loomed large for a better indi-
cator .

In the search for a better

indicator. economists then
tumed on to the “political
credibility index”. The political

factors that mattered most to
businessmen were taken up as
the explanatory variables. A
sample of entrepreneurs from
28 developing countries were
asked two general questions:
(1) whether they had to cope
with unexpected changes In
laws or policies that could
easily affect their business and

(if) whether strict adherence®

to announced policies were
expecteg by them

The political credibility
index seems to have per-

sults lrom three Swiss
economists who completed
16 emptrical - studies on the
above mentioned NneExus

“Three of them find a negative
correlation (l.e. the more
democratic a country. the
lower its growlh rate). three
find a positive one and ten find
no conclusive results either
way The resecarches, of
course, admutted that such an
outcome was not unexpected
given the way democracy was
measured. "In most cases, the
measurement ol democracy
was based on an index that
concentrates heavily on the
fairness and transparency of
the electoral process. ese
lactors, they argue. may be less
imiportant than the stability of
a regime and the confidence
that investors have in mind in
the political environment.” We,
the Bangladeshis should also
bear in mind that a fair and
transparent electoral process
has very little to lure investors.
Rather we should emphasise
of political regimes
itical environment.

o face the above men-
tioned definitional deterrents,
11 other studies banked on
“instability indices®. The insta-
bility indices were based.. for
example, on the number of
mishaps that tend to shake a
country s political regime, e.g.

and

number ol coups, revolutions
and political assassinations.
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Sir. | read with interest Mr
O H Kabir's letter on this sub-
ject published in your 4th of
July issue. He wanted to know
how the exchange rate of a
currency is determined. It is
also intriguing that although
Japan is an economic super-
power its currency. the Yen. is
worth ‘only 39 paisa. and one
Kuwaiti Dinar is equivalent to a
fabulous sum of Tk 139
although that country was bat-
tered by Iraq not long ago.

I don't know how to put in
a language plain enough 1o
make it readily intelligible.

There are a number of theories

that try to explain the rationale
for exc rate relationships
of the world currencies.
Among them are balance of
payments, the all-pervading
demand and supply and the
classical purchasing power
parity theories. | don't want to
get into a discussion of these
theories. What 1 want to say is
that the strength or the weak-
ness of the currency of a
country depends on its eco-
nomic _performance demon-

strated by such macro-eco--

nomic indicators as growth of
output, balance of payments
rates of inflation.

Before World War I a
pound sterling was worth over
4 US dollars. By now it has
‘reached the equivalent of only
about 1.60 dollar reflectin
the poorer progréss of Britis
economy in comparison to that
of the USA. Again, Japan has
outperformed the mighty USA
in the last two decades chang-
ing the ratio of Japanese Yen
to the US Dollar from 350 to a
little over 100 yens. The value
of our Taka has plummeted in

. relation to most currencies
even the weakened-

including |
sterling as a result.of our poor
economic performance re-
flected by stagnancy in growth,
widespread poverty and infla-
tionary pressures. «
About the intriguing equa-
tion of Kuwaiti Dinar and
Japanese Yen vis-a-vis our own
Taka, I can only say that
monetary units in different
countries provide only money
illusiongs. Yen is a unit — a
small unit — of otherwise
strong Japanese money; Dinar
is also a unit — a bi
though — of Kuwait. are
mere accounting units and
should not be construed as re-
flectin their
strengths. For instance, if
B adesh were to ch
unit from Taka to Paisha, a

yen would be worth 39 units of.

our currency; a cup of tea in
the restaurant round the
vorner Would perhaps cost

@ @
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formed better than the stabil-
ity or instability index mention
earlier Economic growth was
found to-be highly correlated
with political credibility. The
credibility Index explained
about half of the variation in
per capita income growth In
the sample countries between
1981 and 1990 It needs to be
mentioned here that the
credibility index Is also not
immune from criticism. It is
alleged that the sample size is
loo small to allow a grandiose
generalisation., Besides, the
subjective nature of the con

structed index also came un

der severe attack. In the back-
drop of all these limitations,
quite obviously, research
should comntinue to hunt for the
political pins that might prick
economic growth. It would be
in the interest of Bangladesh
also that researchers come
out with the particular political
problem that is llkel;r to sting
the economic performance.
The ral notion that politi-
cal disturbances afflict eco-
nomic growth does very little

help. p is
which, m =m:
available evidence tend
show that the system of gov-
ernment might not have a
close link with economic
growth. Developing countries
should make attempts to raise
thg credibility index and min-

i the instability index.

300 Paisha rather than 3
Taka. The larger number of
units would not make you any
better of worse but will give
you some money illusions.

It is an over-simplified
version of an otherwise com-
plex topic. 'l deon't like to
sound patronising but if Mr
Kabir wants to have a closer
look he may like to read a
modest
Exchange and International
Finance.” It is available in li-
braries but | would be happy to
lend him one,

Syed Ashraf Ali
295-Ka-3 Tally Office
Rayer Bazar, Dhaka

Garbage

Sir, Dhaka City Corporation;
the vanguard of cleanliness and
hygiene has decided and al-
ready started filling up the
Khilgaon/Rampura fakt: with
garbage. We can now look for-
'.n.r:aLrnrillr to a t:;li'lta{}l’: of disease,
smell and fall of all pro
values in and around Hg
eas. - :

Khilgaon Rehabilitation
Zone is a planned area and it
developed over the last 30
ears. Alffected people from the
uilding of Kamalapur railway
station and other areas of
Dhaka were rehabilitated in
this area. The Khilgaon area is
a densely IJuHulatcd area with
newly built flats and indepen-
dent houses. Inhabitants of this
area have invested a good part
of their lives making this a
habitable environment. Once
the garbage starts to
the whole neighbourhood will
become unlivable. It will be
difficult for the house owners
to stay here let alone rent out
their houses/flats for the re-
payment of building loans. The
question is whether the city
corporation is within its rights
to do what they are doing? Can
the corporation bring to ruins
a perfectly habitable neigh-
bourhood that has been paying
urban taxes? Or
mayor think that these areas
are inhabited by people who
are not worth thinking about?
- This whole process is un-
heard of in any decent society.
If the government plans to fill
up the lakes and turn them
into plots it can always do so
but the filling material must be
earth, not garbage. I am sure
the city corporation will not
dare do of this sort in
the Gulshan or Dhanmandi
lakes. The process of dumping
waste on the outskirts of the
city is in itself irregponsible.
Now we are being told to live

in the dump iIJelif
I am earnestly requesting
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Government of National Consensus

(Continued from before)
N the two previous install
ments (published on 16
dnd 17 July) we discussed
how it was wrong for the
Awami League to call its
t one of national
consensus and how, on the
contrary. it was equally wrong
for the BNP to reject the
potential of this idea outright
and call it a camoufl
at to introduce one party
rule. We also pointed out that
by offering cabinet posts to
other parties and allowing
them to continue to sit in the
opposition. Bht:ikhf Hasina's
government was in fact ng
something quite new. o
We argued that given the
€ENormous soclio-economic
problems of the country. and
the acute tal chal-
lenges that we faced. it was
not possible for any one party
to run the tountry without the
support of the opposition.
Therefore it was necessary for
the present and all future rul-
ing parties to reach out to the
others while governing the
country. Is Sheikh Hasina's of-
fer of cabinet posts to JP. JSD
and finally to BNF a move
based on the above realisation”
Only time will tell
As we had argued earlier.
there are two ways of looking
at Sheikh Hasina's offer First
to see it as a move to keep
BNP isolated. as it was while in
power. The other was to see it
as a genuine and sincere move
to form some sort of a united
approach towards running the
country.

by Mahfuz Anam

any harm in the PM's cgll to

BNFP and others to join
verninent. especi
is willing to allow them t
continue to be in the opposi-
tion. In fact if other parties
participate in the decision
making of the government,
and can still play the role of
the parliamentary ition,
then more accoun and
transparency is bound to au-
occur in the work-

ings of the majority party.

The opposition parties can
be said to enjoy some clear ad-
vantage in this arrangement as
they can always resign from
the cabinet if at any time they
feel that their role as i-
tion is being :

While we see no apparent
demerit in Sheikh Hasina's call
. we would like to suggest that
she should concentrate more
on achievi CORSETNsus in
GOVERN. rather than in
the formation of the GOV-
ERNMENT.

Put simply. instead of try-

in% to get everybody ‘inside the
ca . AL must concentrate
on trying teo get everybody
inside policies . It means that
no effort should be spared in
getting views and opinions of
all pplitical forces and gen-
uinely attempting to incorpe-
rate them in policies. Not

of the political parties. but also
views of all social. economic
and community groups musl
be taken into tﬂnaécﬂzntmn.
Chambers. trade unions. NOOs,
all professional organisations
and bodies of representative
nature must be consulted, and

Instead of trying to get everybody ‘inside the cabinet’, AL

yw:::?

Some Thoughts

national seminar on figh
leTTorisi as an attempt to by-
pass the .
We r BNP decision to
do all its talking inside the
but cannet accept its
stand that ing a serninar
amounts to ignoring the par-
liament. How are citizens,
who are non-MPs, to partici-
fots i et Soes ut

if does not
provide for the public to
ExXpress its views. e are

many BNF ptalwarts who are
not MPs who can participate in
such events and inform the
public of their views.

Seminars or what have .
the main thrust of CON -
SUS IN THE GOVERNANCE
PROCESS will have to be in-
side the t. Here will
lie the real test of the ruling
party as to how genuine it is in
seeking participation of the
opposition in running the

The early signs are that
BNP intendt:atu extremely
tuan and t it will spare no
fault of the ruling party, and
run it down on every opportu-
nity it gets. It will take advan-
tage of every opening - in fact
create where none exists - to
harass the treasury bench. It
will provide every incentive in
the book., and even some out-
side it. to push the treasury
bench to hasty decisions. Most
importantly. the BNP will try

the ruli party's to
no end. it all AL
will have to show the utmost
maturity and . As we

patience
had said earlier, AL will have to

must concentrate on trying

to get everybody ‘inside policies'. It means that no effort should be spared in getting
views and opinions of all political forces and genuinely attempting to incorporate

them in policies.

The cynical interpretation
cant be brushed aside. given
the long hi-toq ol rivalry be
tween our political parties
especially AL and HHF Sud
denly to expeci the sition
to accept everything that AL
says on face value is politically
naive, and in fact may be dan-
erous, t:fccullg. rnr BNP

erefore will have to earn
its trust of others, for which
its performance will have to be
{udued over a period of time
n other words AL has to give
time for trust to grow, and not
try to impose its own ideas and
thoughts in a husry. Time is
also nece for the le
to attribute credibility in tﬂe
genuineness of the AL move.

Judged from this context
AL's attempt to stast calling its
government as one of 'national

ture, BNPs reaction o 1t Wes

natural and justified as uﬁn

geu.red'tn be thrust upon

J&n coalition of AL, JP and
For us the most important

criterion for judging any issue

is to ask, is it good for the
country or bad? We do not see

the mayor of our city to kindly
look into the matter and make

amends. One cannot condemn
a whull¥ functional neighbour-

hood of lacs of ple to this
kind of misery. It is irrespon-
sible. callous, and unethical.
The mayor of the city and the
corporation have a responsibil-
ity to all. The people of these

unfortunate areas are awaiting
the mayor’'s quick intervention.

Asfarul Islam
Khilgaon, Dhaka

Congratulations

2ir. In a meeting recently
held, the Banglades cul-
tural Institute Teachers’
Associatior has congratulated
Sheikh Hasina on her as-
sumption of the office of the
Prime Minister. The members
of the association wished her
success in dischar her re-
sponsibilities as. head of the
state. They also conveyed their
thanks and gratitudes to the
Prime Minister and her gov-
ernment for giving top priority
to the agri-sector in the coun-
lry's development programme.,
The members expressed their
hope that Bangladesh will
achieve progress in every
sphere of its socio-economic
disciplines under the leader-
ship of the Prime Minister,

M Zahidul Haque

BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

_

To the Prime

Minister 5

Sir, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, after being elected,
declared that her first job in
the office would be to elimi-
nate terrorism, and during her
election campai also, she
had stressed on this point. But
now we see that instead of
declining, terrorist acts have
increa manifold.

For the last two years
there was political unrest in
. and crimes hap-
pening at that time were
thought upon as culprits t
advantage of the unsettle
condition. But why is it now

happenin with renewed
force S us,
Nobody is feeling safe now-

a-days. On July 5, '96 a daring
dacoity was committed in
broad daylight at Apollo S
Centre in Chittagong. It was al-
leged that policemen on duty
remained inactive.

Almost every day there are
news about murder, dacoity,
hijacking and many other sorts

r

-

of crimes.

We hope that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
keep her words and will give
instructions to the relevant
authorities to gear up efforts to
apprehend the criminals and
bring them to justice. But care
must be taken so that ne in-
nocent person become victim.
In this context, | am ref
to a few lines of the dance-
drama ‘Shyama' of the great
poet Rabindranath Tagore,
‘Chor chai,’ je korei hok, hok
na shay je kono lok.' (We need
a thief at any cost, whoever he

may be. )

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

Water in exchange

of transit?

Sir, New Delhi has alwa
been violating human rights for
the last 20 years by dg)mdng
millions of people of Bangla-
desh of their due share natural
water of the Ganges.

- The recent visit of Indian
Foreign Secretary Mr Salman
Haider to Dhaka in the name of
handing over a ial letter of
Indian Prime Minister Deve
Gowda to Bangladesh Prime
Minister She Hasina has
made it more or less clear that
New Delhi is prepared to re-
lease Ganges water to
B adesh through India's il-
legal and unlawfully commis-
sioned Farakka barrage pro-
vided that Bangladesh allows
India to carry Indian goods,
equipments and commodities
to seven north-eastern states
of India through Bangladesh
territory. -

We wonder whether New
Delhi wants to dictate us. Are
we not a sovereign and inde-
pendent nation? Can't we
raise the issue of great injus-
tice in the International Court
of Justice, mobilise world pub-
lic opinion and redress of our
genuine grievances?

May Mr Salman Haider
kindly tell us how New Delhi
settled the distribution of wa-
ter dispute between two
Indian states, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu?

Why does New Delhi want
to link supply of the Ganges
water with transit facilities?
Under what international law,
norms or convention, custom,
behaviour and practice? We
always want (o maintain

oodwill and f(riendship with
Indln but only on an equal foot-
ng.

0 H Kabir
6. Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

to the exitent possible, incor-

porated in the policy
This consensus seeking ef-

fort must also be very trans-

parent. Exampies galore in our f

country where opinion once
sought are thrown into the
dustbin no sooner they are
given. This is so because deci-
sion had alre been finalized
and the show of discussion was
meant only for public con-
sumption. It will be very dam-
aging lor the ernment to
get this image . way to pre-
vent giving such impressions is
share with the people the dif-
ferent views that come from
the public, especially from the
ug . Government should
then explain which ones it ac-
cepts. and for what reasons,
and which ones it does not,

o rwlﬂ ' lnl:n
0 ocess o a
wl::rninm a uq:ﬂ.glr of uung
sensus in the public mind
which even the oppeosition will
not dare . or do so at a
greatl risk to its own credibil-
ity.

We commend the govern-
ment for so far trying to in-
volve the BNP in two major
Eolir:y fermulation efforts -

udget ff:lrépa:ati.un and semi-
nar of fighting terrorism. BNP
turned down invitations to
both saying that since there is
the parliament. it is there that
it will participate in whatever
discussion there has to be. In
fact there was statement in the
parliament by a BNP member
terming the Home Minister's

earn its trust. It cannot expect
it to be there just because it
wanis .

The most important step
for the bench to take
in order to start a uine
process of consensus
is to set up, withoul any un-
neces delay. the various
PARLIAMENTARY COMMIT-
Alow the fulles participation

t t
‘of the opposition members in
these committees, many of
which they should be to

head. Also arr to hold

lic hearings m le-"“b'
tees. Invite all , Te-
search bodies and Think

Tanks in these and
publicize the outcome '
the media. For special hear-

ings, hold them on TV and ra-

d;::' with the flity of
phone-in participation the
viewers. This w-l;lull int?dluc
tual and : commu-

professional

nities can m:sén the
CONSENS P . mot
only just the political opposi-
tion. In fact more open and
wide-spread the process - both
inside and outside the parlia-
ment - more will be the pres-
sure on all sides to play the
game by the book, not go
out on all sorts of tangents.

We conclude by cnuumﬂ
the party not to get
tracked creating unneces-
sary deba
a government of national con-

sensus or not. Let actions
speak louder than words.

(Concluded)
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Soft Money

more and more cynical about
their elections. They believe that
politicians, and those who give
back il their man wins, It's more compli
tem works as follows. No individual can give more
than 51,000 to a candidate. But any trade organi
union or corporation can give unlimited amounts to
parties that can use the money to finance the candidates of

The dollars that interest groups
" It looks and feels like hard ;
but when you spread it around it smells more like political

thank for these numbers.

Bob Dole got $9.75,149 from Phili
jump to the conclusion that Dole would
Fresid:nt just because of these donations, you are wrong. Bob
1as always been a pro-nicotine kind of guy. ever since
ceived free cigarettes in World War II.

RJR Nabisco gave $6.96.450 in soft mon
Lion was not to further its cigarette business
Newtons. Dole heard the me e and has
Brnmiscd that, come hell or high water, he will keep the

ood and Drug Administration from meddling with the cookie

AT&T contributed $3,52.000 and Atlantic Richfield
$2,82.172. Once again this was soft money, but neither the
phone industry nor the gasoline industry
getting favours from a Republican administration.

[ am happy to report that the Democrats are not accepting
political reasons. They took $1.8 millien in
1995 from the trial lawyers, which is no b
heavy donation from this profession? Well, Hillary Clinton is a
lawyer, as is the president, and when it comes to soft

ou have to support your own. As one lawyer explained it.
x'ﬂ]ﬂ contribution was an investment because v.re‘]lxget it back

ers, the Democrats Hgnt a $3,03.480 donation
$2,15,250 from An

These are just a few of the soft-money contributfons in the
news at the moment. They don't
many actual dollars are being
their candidate. We're talking about fund-raising dinners and
what people are paying to rub shoulders with President
Clinton and Bob Dole. Each rub aver 810,000 translates into a

raised by the parties to elect

Both parties deny that soft money guarantees access to the
accept the mont&ebecauae
't take it. their

“"We could run this campaign
sts, but it would take all the fun out of it for the
t would also mean that Dole and Clinton
portunity to meet the real people who can help

ial arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate
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