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Plane crash: Biswas |
Hasina shocked
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina condoled the
deaths of more than 200 peo-

R il i s e

mes-
to US hmm
President Biswas and
m Minister Hasina also ex-
pressed their sympathies to
ihe bereaved family
and relatives of the victims

reports UNB.

§I

te the flood-hit areas. WA
Zia will first visit the -af-
hn:mdlmnfi’ﬂanauldﬂ-ﬂ—

E:chdll‘: of tl"iengln]'rjwill ac-
reports |

Lt of the House at 9:1é

uianﬂuamﬁmng

fnr second day. reporis

BANCON-2
returns home

The second Bangladesh
in the

Cmﬂgmt (BANCON-
Unit Nations Mission in

by a UN Chartered air-
craft t after a
10-month discharge

45 officers. 24 JCOs |

' $30m ADB-aided project for

and 423 troops of the
Army as well as 10
navy and 10 BAF personnel.

reports UNB.

Gen Salam chief
d‘ﬂmutthed

s B

poin retd)

Abdus Salamm MP as the i-
atiya

dent of Bangladesh
ﬂlmung Federation with im-

mediate effect. an official an-
nouncement said yesterday
reports BSS.
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ATLANTA fﬂm:iﬂ: July 18

The Centennial Olympic Games

here tomorrow in a city of
lgiﬂi landscape, where a
carp becomes sales tent

and the cash tills ring
out loud in the temple of sport,

reports AFP.
Nowhere in the world will so
scramble to make a
m two short weeks after

US President Bill Clinton, using
the terse prescribed formula,

pronounces the Games

The second day of first ses-
sion of the Seventh Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) yesterday wil-
nessed a walkout by angry
Opposition members from the
House.

The legislators of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) staged the walkout in
protest against what they said
violation of a rule of the JS
Rules of Procedure and dis-
criminatfon-against them by

the Speaker,
.J.nillulll

members also

SHRAVAN 4,

 the

1403 BS.

of the 26th Olympiad formally

open.
Organisers say hundreds of

thousands of souls have made

est of the Olympic
antnng? Juan Antonio

wwlﬂdtﬁn

Games were more
than the Catholic
The Olympics have a more

ble advantage. The Olym-
mﬁtﬂllﬂﬂ]ﬂlﬂdﬂ!ﬂlﬂd

in the flesh. We can see and
fell their pain as perform
those superhuman feats that

once every four years at the
Olympic Games beguile the
world.

And the world has l:lunpad
its on Atlanta's
watch the show. The city ia
swamped with more athletes, of-
ficials, j
Tl:te Dljnpic Vlllm is
over-
and hundreds of athletes
and have been forced to
stay in accommoda-
tion. were lodged in
shelters for the homeless.
The International Olympic

walked out at the same
time. accusing the Chair of bias
against them.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury, however, denied
the allegations. Prime Minister
and Leader of the House
Sheikh Hasina and her col-
leagues in the ruling party de-
fended the Speaker.

Two Jatiya Party members
who spoke on the occasion
mildly criticised both the
Awami League and the BNP in

this ragl.rd

to Atlanta where

Committee limited the number of
athletes to 10,000 but two dT
m the 1,200
Samaranch, tha 10C
dent, and l!.il often l.l.ilglr)e
family h.n'r:lmnu:l in
ﬁ:m““‘ ey of g doniiry
up on av
able in thld city.
Atlanta's Olympic super-
w Payne, chairman
-] nnlnin. cﬂmml
e el gl s s oo
ry
from 197 nations taking part, 28
more than in Barcelona four

years ago.
Two new s softball,
added

beach

tnthahltnflpurh,ﬁ:nminlthe
Americans to the compe-
traditional two

weeks,

The break-up of the Soviet
Union and the of new
nation states has swelled the list

nus after the convergence uf
three railroads which was its

Violation of rule alleged

BNP, Jamaat walk
out of Sangsad

Bv Staff Correspondent

The trouble began when the
Speaker gave floor to Home
Minister Major (Retd) Rafiqul
Islam to make a statement on
the recent incident of 13 pris-
oners' escape from Dhaka Cen-
tral Jail, at a time between the
question-answer session and
beginning of the order of the
day.

The BNP legislators insisted
that the Chair could net allow a
minister 0 make a statement

before disposing of the ad-
Se I.n._l 1200l

Our right to speak
denied: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Oppeosition in
the Jatiya Sangsad Begum
Khaleda Zia has blamed the
Speaker for not allowing' her
parfﬂu lawmakers to speak In

ouse and said "We won't
go hack there until this issue is
resolved "

The BNP chief was talking
lo m newsmen at the
her unpd a walkout
from the House yesterday
protesting the issuance of a

statement by the Home

members | Minister on the escape of 13

| convicts from Dhaka Cenitral

| been eurbed. Toda

Jail. before that disposal of ad
| journment motions on the in
cident.

“What shall we do in the
House where our privileges as
members of Parliament have
is privale
members day whereas the

Speaker allowed the minister
o speak violating the Rules of
Procedure. We have been de
nied our right to speak.” the
Opposition leader said
Alter walking out of the
House, Begum Zia held about
one and a half hour exclusive
talks with her senior party col
leagues at her parliament
chamber before she left at 7:50
pm
While Ir.uvmﬁ her office, the
Leader ol the Opposition told
another group ol newsmen
that her party had decided not
o attend the session for the
day \[arntrrda y)
eve not come here
(Parliament) only to sit idle.

We have been elected to speak
on people's problems”, she
sald, reiterating that the

Speaker was repeatedly violat-
See Mage 12 Col |

Thumb showing'
iIssue to be

Investigated

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury yesterday informed
the House that he had decided
lo send the issue of thumb
showing' to the Privilege
Committee for probing and
would let the members of Par
Hament know about the com
millee s report later

During the inaugural session
of the ‘-rvrnlh Jatlya Sangsad
on Jul the Speaker had
ANSL HP: belonging to main
opposition BNP that ’Hr would
Zive his decision about their
allegation of thumb showing
by ASM Rab. an MP and a Min-

Isler

Bringing allegations ol
showing his thumb in the

House against Rab, BNP law
makers had urged the newly-
elected Speaker to ask Rab for

an apology for the latter's
indecent posture’.

Justifyinug his decision of
See Page 12 col 5
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some lu as -hlhby

commercialism has
Wﬂﬁlp-dnnhylhla

likdtncﬂlit‘thawﬂd'lm:t
great city."

"quthumumi.ﬂum

nth:dmhnﬁon

UB ambassador to the Untied
Nations, and a member of the
Ormiﬂn:ﬂnmnﬂtﬁu.

hrl ninna billion :iinl—
spent ur-
Iﬂltwu weeks, to
ucunnmm Taxis, hotels nnd
restaurants are cuhi
Bottled water sells with auu
;nt mark-ups and dinners ﬁ
per cent service charges.
Canadian Dict Pound, the
I0C's mar head, has hit
out at the sea uth;ti;e tents
sprouting across
it will never be allowed to hmm

again.
The I0C makes its money in
other ways. Worldwide TV rights
See Page 12 col 6

President's address
Most ALL MPs

against Motion
of Thanks

By Reaz Ahmed

Most of the MPs at the
Awami League Parliamentary
Party (ALPP) meeting yester-
day expressed their opinion
against moving a Motion of

anks on the President's ad-
dress in the inaugural session
of the 7th Jatiya Sangsad on
Sunday. according to some

. MPs.

The ALPP meeting was held
at the cabinet room of sad
Bhaban before the House sat
for its ﬂrst Pri\ratt Members'

Da
'?TIK tm g. scheduled for

3 PM and delayed for half an
hour. began as soon as ALPP
Leader and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina returned to the
capital from her Nerth Bengal
tour.

ALPP sources told this cor-

respondent that two 'signific-

1 ant peints’ were made in - the

See Page 12 col §

2, 1417 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, &
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, |
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

Flood situation in

N-dists,

Dhaka

worsens further

Flood situation in the
northern region deteriorated
lurther while fresh areas in
Dhaka and adjoining districts
were inundated yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Most of the rivers contin-
ued to swell overflowing
banks adding to the miseries
of lakhs of the affected.

Situation in most of the
flood-affected districts in nor-
thern parts, including Nilpha-
mari, monirhat, Kurigram,
Dinajpur, Rangpur, Gaibandha,
Sherpur, Jamalpur and Sira-
_Lganj worsened further with

esh areas inundated.

Five rivers — the Dharla at
Kurigram, the Brahmaputra at
Chilmari, Bahadurabad. Siraj-
ganj and Aricha, the Ganges at
Goalundo and Bhagyakul, the
Karatoa at Panchagarh and the

Surma at Kanaighat and
Sunamganj — were flowing
above danger levels,

The Gan cigl:& is likely to rise
further and flood situation in
Manikganj. Munshiganj dis-
tricts, and Nawabganj and
Dohar thanas of Dhaka may
worsen. More areas of Rajbari,
Faridpur, Madaripur and
Shariatpur districts will be in-
undated.

The flood situation in
Lalmonirhat district deterio-
rated further due to the on-
rush of water for the rise of
water level in Teesta and
Dharla rivers.

An old man. Syed Rahman,
29, died at Duuabarl village on
Wednesday while a minor girl,
Chandana Pal, reported dro-
wned at Purba Dighaltari villa-

Sce Page 12 Col 3

TWA jumbo explodes
killing all 229 aboard

NEW YORK, July 18: A TWA
jetliner with 229 eople
aboard exploded in a fireball
shortly after taking off for Paris
and plunged into the waters off
Long Island on Wednesday
night. apparently killing all the
passengers. reports AP,

Rescuers ullcd burned
bodies from tﬁc waters early
today as an FBI terrorism team
investigated what caused the
jumbo jet to explode.

"It's too early to tell if it's a
bomb.” FBlI spokesman Jim
Margolin said.

Flight B0OO. a Boeing 747
bound for Paris Charles de
Gaulle Airport from Kennedy
Airport. exploded about B8:45

TAMPA (Fla),
Television station
received a phone call early
from a man who identifie
himself as a member of a 'Jihad'

18:
here

and claimed responsi for
the TWA crash, a station cial
ﬁll.nptlhnr

pm Wednesday (0045 GMT
Thursda},f] and plunged into
the ocean off Fire Island, a
narrow strip of land 64 Kkilo-
meters east of New York City
that runs parallel to Long Is-
land.

Wreckage and fuel on the
water burned for hours as heli-
copters hovered. A (C-130
transport plane circled. drop-
ping parachute flares to illu-
minate the scene. Overnight.
rescuers used infrared night
vision goggles to help spot
bodies.

Fresh crews were brought
in at daybreak to relieve those
that had been working through
the night. said Coast Guard
Petty Officer Phyllis Kay in
Boston.

Bv 7 am (1100 GMT) today,
rescuers had pulled at least] 00
bodies [rom the water. some of
them burned beyond recogni-
tion.

With a water temperature of

SE(‘ F'agt 12 col 6

Rules to be amended before

The Seventh Jativa Sangsad
will constitute some parlia-
mentary standing committees
during the on-going session,
while the rest of the commit-
tees will be formed during the
second session. sources in the
caucus of the ruling Awami
League's parliamentary wing

Under the Rules of Proce-
dure of the Jatiya Sangsad, it is
obliged to constitute some
standing bodies. such as Privi-
lege Committee, "at its first
session.”

The Business Advisory
Committee, which iIs meant for
deciding the agenda for and
length of a session and distri
bution of deliberation time
among the members ol the
Treasury and the Opposition
benches, would be constituted
very soon as the national bud

By Nurul Kabir

get would be placed during the
current session. said the
Prime Minister's Advisor on
Far’luamrutanr Affairs Suranjit

1pta.

hr standing committee on
private members’ bills would
also be formed during the first
session, Sengupta added.

On the formation of stand-
ing bodies on the ministries,
Rule 240 of the JS Rules of
Procedure says: "Parliament
shall. as soon as may be, after
the inauguration of each new
Parliament, appoint the Stand-
ing Committee on each min-

ill.ryv.,

e of course would for
constituting the standing bod-

ies as soon as possible, but be-
fore that we have to amend the
rules to accommodate the rul-
ing party's election pledges of

Sev Page 12 Col 3

forming JS standing bodies
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PM's directive
for air-dropping
of relief goods
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday directed air-

dropping of reliefl materials in
inaccessible flood-ravaped ar-
eas of the northern region. re-
ports UNB.

Touring the worst affected
areas of iif:hamﬂri and Lal-
monirhat districts, Sheikh
Hasina also announced dona-
tion of Tk 10 lakh from the
PM’s relief fund for each of the
four flood-hit districts of Nil-
phamari, Lalmonirhat. Dina-
jpur and Kurigram for recon-
struction of houses.

The Prime Minister in-
structed the district adminis-
trations to make allout efforts
to provide food and shelter to
the affected She also
urged the we l-tn-l:-l_n people to

See Page 12 Col 4

Myanmar insurgent
killed in gunfight
with police
From Our Staff

Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 18: Po-
lice shot dead one M ar
insurgent and arrested two
others in a gun battle in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts on
Wednesday.

Police were informed by
some sources that a number of
insurgents of Myanmar had
taken shelter in a Buddhist
temple of Kaptali Para under
Naikkhangchhari thana of Ban-
darban district. _

When police raided the
temmple to nab the insurgents,
they tried to escape and
started exchanging fire.

One short machine gun,

See Page 12 Col 4

Ershad absent
from JS session

Deposed president and
Jatiya Party Chairman H M Er-
shad was absent from the
House yesterday though he was
given parole to attend Parlia-
ment. reports UNB.

Ershad attended the open-
ing session of the seventh
Jatiya on July 14,

Party Secreta General
Anwar Hossain Manju. when
contacted at his €. in.the
Parliament, expressed his ig-
norance about the matter.

'l have no knowledge of it.
Only the authorities concerned
can explain the ition. Even
I was not all to see him in
a house where he is detained
now. | have only read in the
newspaper that Ershad is not
taking food.” he §ald.

T

= NTTRS

4 f;ﬁﬁ

| President Abdur Rahman Biswas offering Fateha at the mazar of father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Tungipara in Gopalganj yesterday

—PID photo

TUNGIPARA (Gopalganj)
July 18: President Abdur Rd{'I
man Hi-wan flew in here this
MOorning y his respect to
the Latl:- l?:':idtnt ggcnga
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, geports BSS.
President Biswas offered
Fateha at the mazar of the Fa-
ther of the Nation and prayed
for the peace of the departed
soul. Several hundred people,
who assembled there on the
occasion, joined him in the
prayer ¢ President also
placed wreath at the Mazar.
Later addressing a sponta-
neous gathering., President
Biswas said he felt honoured
and lucky to pay his tribute to
a person, who is the pride of
the nation. He said the le
ol T ra are fortunate
cause great leader was
born md h-url-cd here.
Describing Bangabandhu as
See Page 12 (ol 3
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Prof Ahsanullah
new DMC
Principal
By DMCH Correspondént

Prof. ABM Ahsanullah 1||||'.|:-;'.f
appointed
the Dhaka Hedlcwmgc

{DMC) replacing Prof. MA Hadi
vesierday
Before being appointed

| principal. Prof Ahsanullah was

Director ol the Hospitals
and Clinics. The outgoing
Principal. Prol. Hadi has been
given charge of Director of
the Hospitals and Clinics. ac
to DMC officials.

Pro Ahsanullah, who
passed MBBS from DMC, was
the Head of the rtment of
Physiology of the mlit-gt

Meanwhile, the o-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
in a press release last night,

condemned the transfer of
Prof Hadi and ntment of
Prof Ahsanullah as the
Principal. The JCD press re

lease was signed by M Ashraful
Alam Nipu, the joint secretary

See Page 12 Col 4
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A roof for $ 55,000 a night

Can't find a hotel for the
Games and think that 55,000
dollars a night (750,000 dollars
for the two weeks) is a fair price
for somewhere to stay? Then

there's just the place for you at

Alpharetta, just outside Atlanta. Dean Gardens
has a house, heliport, five-hole golf course, four
servants and 50,000 tulips (sadly, not in bloom
at this time of year). It's not been booked up yet,
but the owner is hoping for a homeless Arab

Prince.

dard of 1t
Dhaka ci
official

ment Engineering Department
. (LGED)

signed at a
ing held at
in Manila in April this year

The government is planmi

to undertake a 30-million U
| dollar slum im

provement pro-
ject to upgrade the stan-

slum s of
. according to a high
the Local Govern-

A trilateral agreement was
jation meet-
headqguarters

Signed between the Bangla-
desh
consultants. this will be a five-
year
some four lakh families Wving
in nearly 3.000 slums in the
city  This ADB-financed
consists of two parts —
million
5:-1 hahil H

ar rehabilitation A
mime. the official said Gl

government. ADB and

plan and will address

dollar
Amime

hnuﬁ
a 25 niIII:ﬁ‘

The rehabilitation pro

by Naimul Haq

gramme will involve infrastruc-
tural development. income
generating schemes. vocational
Iraining. informal education,
sanitation, EH and health pro-
grammes. ilot housing
Progr amime Invn ves quuinng
of land and building houses. he
added

A factflinding mission from
ADB made a 2]-day study of
the conditions in the lluml in
March 1995 An 18 member

city slum

team of consultants arrived in
May this year to work out the
lm ementation stra They

work here till November

th.lrﬂd'rln

i Director
of the Slum Improvement
Projeet (SIP) of IED. told

The Daily Star that the work
of the project was expected o
start sometime In January. A
meeting was held recently
with Dhaka cily corporation

dwellers

Mayor Mohammad Hanif to
discuss how best to coordinate
implementation of the project
he said.

to a 1989 survey
by Centre for Urban Studies.
t were 2,156 slums In
Dhaka city. As no other survey
has been done since then. it
has been roughly estimated
that the number Im- risen to
about 3.000 today A statistical

See Page 12 col 6
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