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Godspeed the Centenary

Games

The greatest show on earth opens in Atlanta
today. Americans, at first rather tentative and
lukewarm, are now back fully behind it to make
this even greater than the greatest—something
unbeatable. But the fear is this may land the
Olympics Centenary session on being the greatest
commercial show held ever — the thing the
sponsor-nation is adept in — and little more. This
prospect has the risk of compromising the spirit
of the Olympic Games as either held in classical
Greece or as revived by Baron Conbertin. Glitter
is not the end-all o§ anything even when it comes
off true gold.

This is one world congress of nations reaching
through individuals and teams of such the limits
of the powers of the body. And to stand out in
such a concourse. bodies have been bent for years
in each contestant's case and a hundred for the
nations to techniques and heights of will and ap-
plication that come from pressing the mind —
specially intellect — to excel interminably. And
the results ot all that put into the contest then
require a final cathartic push
than physical. It was not for nothing that the
sporting sanctuary on mount Olympus some four
thousand vears back was started as but a place of
religious rituals. And even when the Romans took
over its control and kept it for 14 centuries —
8th century BC to 4th century AD — the sport and
ames formed only a part of a four-yearly religious
estival culture of the body.

We in Bengal from very early on have believed
man to be the measure of everything and put
man's body almost at the centre of the universe —
naming one of our glorious musical genres —
dehatattva — the knowledge of the body. But we
did differently from the Greco-Roman approach
by trying to extend the powers of the body by the
powers-of the mind. When in 1896 Pif"I‘l‘f‘ de
Conbertin singlehandedly brought the Games
back in the First Olympiad, Athens, he did that
minus the ancient religious predominance and
supplanting that with a new secular religiosity
about the body's express powers and a growing
world paternity basing on this growing culture.
' For the last few Games starting in the eighties,
pageantry has been becomin .f uverwhelming and
the sport too specialised and numerous.
Competition, rather than bringing the
competitors and their nations closer, is pushing
them away further — sportwise.

And now this unabashed Atlantan commerciali-
sation should push the non-professional and cul-
turistic Conbertin inspirations recede further
into the background. If this be the price for
something, what is that something?

We wish the Atlanta Games a grand success,
gameswise.

Our HDI Rating

Bangladesh has made a slight progress. in
terms of human development index (HDI). This is
a measure that takes into account the average life

people in a country. So the progress statistically
eqabllshed but hardly tangible — 'has immense
value for us. Among 174 countries our ranking
has gone up from 146 in 1995 to 143 in 1996.
There are two ways of reacting to this: we can
take comfort in the fact that we have not gone

down the ladder and then again we can take the
position why did we not perform still better.

—

some have been worse off compared with sus.
What about the global position? That is hardly
comforting for anyone. Globally the rich are get-
ting richer and the poor poorer. So the polarisa-
tion or marginalisation or both are taking place
on two basic levels. First, it is between countries
and then within a society. Twenty per cent of the
countries have as much as 78 per cent of global
resources and the rest 80 per cent of the coun-
tries share as little as 22 per cent of resources.

against two giant adversaries — one within the

— more mental |

expectancy, education and per capita income of

Some countries have done better than us and

So the poor in a poor country have to fight

* resource distribution the world over shows that

country and the other beyond the borders. In
such a situation it is indeed difficult — if not
impossible — for them to improve their HDI
rating. On that count, Bangladesh certainly has an
achievement to its credit. What is even more
important is the confidence that it gives. If
against overwhelming odds, and despite.internal
squabbles, we can improve our HDI record, we
stand even a greater chance to make it better.
What we need is to use our resources most
discreetly, develop skill of our people
particularly of the poor segment. The unequal

creation of wealth alone does not guarantee
human development, it also calls for equitable
distribution of resources. Let our efforts be
concentrated on investing in the poor to get the
maximum benefit out of them. That way we can
rest assured of a spectacular improvement in the
HDI rating.

City Transportation

A 121.7 million US dollar Dhaka Urban

Trans

Bank the project is expected to bring about im-
provement — both short-term and long-term — in

port Project (DUTP) has been finalised for
implementation from 1998. Funded by the World -

the city's communication network that will
hepefully help us cope with the grawing demand
in the sector for the next 20 years. The details 6f
the project preparation studies, expected te be
completed in three phases by 1997, will actually
give us an idea of the prnpused improvement.
owever, the areas likely to figure for action are
civil works, equipment for traffic management,
institutional strengthening and policy studies.
We must have different categories of buses
rendering_services to meet varying needs of pas-
sengers. The concept of running minihuses in

the city has been to abused and distorted. We

need more wide-bodied and double-decker buses

to cope with the growing number of passengers.
The entire city should be divided into blocks

connected with the main thoroughfares with
provision for specific types of vehicles —
preferably buses and rickshaws — using specified
roads. We do not know whether the
focus on such compartmentalised vehicular

lan will -

services.
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T the recent G7 meet-
ing in Lyon, President
Clinton st the ground
rules to combal terrorism, na
onal and international Sneak
attack on the US marine
encampments in Bahrain and
Saudl Arabia. ultrarightist
resurgence in the US, IRA
terrorism in European — all
locused the attention of the
world's seven most powerful
leaders

It is said, perhaps with
soine justice, that if you want
an open society. you have to
put up with certain amount of
chaos. The society has an un-
determined tolerance level a
kind of Plimsoll line, In
absorbing certain amount of
confusion When it goes beyond

that line state has 1o
intervene. Every democratic
society has o come face 1o

face with this situation once in
a while

In the three major coun-
tries of the subcontinent. In-
dia, Pakistan and Bangladesh —
terrorism has manifested itself
in the past years in three dis-
tinct different forms. In India
almost all major terrorist at
tacks have been traced to out-
side interference But since
the Indian democratic institu-
tions are firmly established,
such periodic attacks or con
vulsions cannot destabilize the
democratic process, In Pak-
istan almost uninterrupted
military-Wadera culture was
not conducive to the growth of
democratic iInstitutions An
overarching military presence
in the background, occasional
implosions of terroristic ac
tivities did succeed In creating
a situation of instability in the
past. Ms Benazir Bhutto s lib
eral background, albeit
propped up by military sup
port. does give hope of a future
democratic polity in the coun-
try. In spite of difficulties, she
seems 1o be making consider-
able progress in containing the
situation in Karachi. The detri-
tus of the Afghan unbroglio
continues to haunt her though

Bangladesh presents. how
ever, a very different phe
nomenon : A War of Liberation
with millions dead and many
others maimed the country at-
tained independence in De-
cember 1971 The defeated
forces had however never ac-
cepted the reality of

Bangladesh. The result was al-
most predictable. Within

~months ol the return ol Banga-

' text book
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A Shot Across the Bows :' '

" The enemies of Bangladesh in the pes 9 _
associated with Bengalee nation
mmmmmhﬁmwﬂmm
w-m

bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man to Bangladesh from his
incarceration Iin Pakistan

. those defeated forces got into

action without any loss of time
lo destabilise the country A
shattered economy with only
£11 in cash in the Bangladesh
Bank. and no gold reserve, the
new country inched its way,
with generous international
support, towards political and
economyc stability. While the
new leadership was fully occu-
pied , with rehabilitating 10
milhon refugees who fled from
their hearth and home: and
providing the very basic mini

mum to the freed people, its
eniemies assembled in dark-
ness and like in yveasts the
second coming the rough
beast slouched back and un

leashed its conspiratorial activ- -

ities throughout the country

It is worth recalling that
the new country had to con-
tend with such terrorist ac-
tions as movement for estab-
lishment for Arakan Muslim
Bengal in Teknal/Cox's Bazar,
the so-called class struggle
launched by the Sharbahara
Party ol Bengal. the clandes
tine killings of Purbo Bangla
Communist Party, particularly
i the Jessore-Kushtia
s wathe and the anti-social ac-
tivities ol so-called Revolution-

ary Gono Bahini orchestrated
by the then JSID Thanas were
being looted and innocent
civilians killed

Tragically for the new
country. those anti-state ter-
rorist aclivities were given
moral support by some

gentlemen of the Fourth Estate
who were govell known for their
sympathies with the anti
Bangladesh elements during
the War ol Liberation ele
ments who assumably recetved
active support, moral and ma

terial, from the enemies of the
new country at home and
abroad The ground work was

done by these elements. with a
perfection, as in the
military parlance, softening
the ground with artillery bom-
bardment before the final as-
sault. Then followad one of his-
tory's worst tragedies Banga-
bandhu was brutally murdered
All lamily members including

Begum Mujib. Shetkh Kamal.
Sheikh Jamal and young Russel
were slaughtered on the 15¢h
of August, |975. The mayhem
and murder on the night has
very few parallels in history —
only one or perhaps two. Ih_
Irag Nuri-Assayid and the eff-
tire family
Revolution in 1958, The

ing Faisal of Iraq and even his
mother with the Holy @uran on
her head., were not spared
The other was the elimination
of the House of in
the night of 16-17 July, 1918,
Czar Nicholas Il with his ailing
son Alexis. wife Alexandra, four
daughters. family doctors and
three servants were all brutally
executed by a minor Siberian
comrounist — Yurovsky. The
Tzarina's maid frantic tried
to save herself with a cushion.
Their shrieks still echo in the
Upensley Cathedral in Moscow
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as the Sumerian city of UR, the
birth-place of Abraham, holds

in painful memory the blood
letting of August 1958
Yurovsky's as been con-

signed to the dustbin of his-
tory. as the [raql conspirators
themselves were vicfims of
subsequent Bonapartism In

Iraq.

M’n Bangladesh too, the
Bangabandhu Bhavan at Rd 32
Dhanmondi, stands as the liv
ing testimony to the alee
struggle to realise the dreams
of a sovereign homeland of
their own,
stairs will not dry In as mucH
as the memory of B bandhu
cannot be effaced [rom our
souls. The murderers are now
fugitives from law,

The enemies of

inth:pml?&ptrhdm .

every possible way to banish
the ethos and ideals associated
with Bengalee nationhood.

Sudderily, issues not indige-

was killed im ™

blood on thE _ hy. armed ‘cr
i

mu

many
contribution to
War of Liberation were

who head
the
wﬁﬂ';nrgct:d. and were ei-
ther or removed, or re-
tired fromr service en one

text or angther. Then

tried to obif¥rate the naine of
Bangabandft Al importagpt
agencies weér® manned by
those who didn't believe in a

vereign Bangladesh. Foreign
MT uwsed as a dump-
ing of all unwanted

g; Those who opposed
desh and aetiv:&a
worked for the aggressors

e

]
}'Il 't:l.'lll:.

December 16th, 1971 were
later made Foreign Secr=-
taries. '121*1'111‘::«:--:r::'y’s replaced
m?*m letter and

. school fextbocks

distorted .ITn.u: hﬁnﬂ of
the struggle of Bengalee na-
ttanheod

m suppressed. Even
the diary published by the
Ministry ol Information be-
}:un s . Nn'“ ﬂgmued

story. | quite from diary
published in 1995 : "The na-
tional struggle of the people of
Bangladesh took a new shape
under ¥ tani rule followed
on the

Ol Bangladesh

w b to the declaration of
i ence of Bangladesh
J March, 1971 by Ziaur

’ml!nlml]orintht

_%

malayarmr—Magninu
presiderrt-ZIa ﬂlﬂlr crarmed
this honour™ his lifetimé

By allowing this lalsification

'dhiiig
her

ofﬂleDogs of War

um Zia_ rather
usband s eon-
raf. Abu Osman Chowdhury
Tiger A
g B e S
— General Ziaur Rah-
man

“l“; 5 rmr:ik'd

Most hensibie is
the total — and deliberate —
disappearance of the tives
of picture showing E
bandhu on various history mak

ing occasions.
The new government
elected to power is planning to

write the true h]ltﬂ!‘}" of the
War of Liberation. In this en-
deavour. they must be careful
and avoid the mistakes of the
past regimes. Recognition
must be given to each and ev-
ery individual regardless of
party affiliation. :

Into exactly 24 days of the
E;'& gu'rt;!nmmt in office,

are -disconcerting signs

of . Licensed and
u guns handed out to
known terrorists of the coun-
try are how ' home to
roost. All ?n a en there is
a of violence. hald-
Jﬂﬂ'lrg daylight damltu:
Those at Chittagong, Mirpur
and Khilna show a certain
kind of similarity irf the modus
operandi. One need not be
panicked but conscious citi-
mtl}ﬁmnw&mu get
t ARd mip t hydra-
headed mpnf terrorism
in its bud. This kind of terror-
ism is redolent of activities of
those wunderground wrganisa-
tions in Whe early seventies
The tao main political
ought to work towards
a modus vivendi BNP may net
like the call of a natienal con-

sensus government. They can
certainly play the role of a con-

Shi el ive ition in the
Ilarlu—u s not to be for-
gotten that Nelson Mandela's

consensus government in
South Alfrica worked. Mandela
also Invited his jailers at his
inauguration ceremony, thus

g Speme Semn s
‘decries any effort of

waler sharing agreement with

India we are really nen
plussed. During her visit to In-

- Sattar.

dia in June 92, she did not

even raise the issue lfl"irm
with Prediler Narasimha Rao.
Forewgnn Minister Azad's re-
mmares onl the whole gamut of
our jereign policy tives
including hie emphasis on

economic together
with Farook 'S exc
of views with his — Indian

;‘:nuntcrpnn_ t on relations with

ndia seém 1o uligmd

start W
Politicians are known to be

. they with-the national in-
terest the thr
sophistry and political

brinkmanship. they are cer-
teiunl]r answerable to the peo-
ple
A tme has come when all

the major political parties
must rise above partisan inter-
ests and find a common

ound to save country.

umber one is
terrorism and rid the aca-
demic institutions of mastans
and terrbrists. The govern-
ment would do well to consult
the opposition. July 20 round-
table is a step in the
right direction. If circum-

- stances demard. the govern-

ment may cofiSider seeking
the assistance of FBI, [talian
Carabinieri and Scotland Yard.
As a matter of fact an -
bmmt ‘E-,: reached with

inderi develo C a-
tion with our poljctm mwpu'm

- 1992 but it seems to have

withered on the vine. It is to
he remembered that with con-
certed eflorts terrorisin can be

tunmrﬂﬁthmﬂmy special
that the Red

law.
mn‘f was controlied
the existing law of the

Terfurinla are nobody's
friends ' They not only desta-
bilise the existing system.
They also create conditions for
other anti-social elements to
raise their heads. Poiftical par-
ties must agree on this simpie
fact. Infamous terrorist Imdu
was captured in 198] from the
house of State Hlnitu.r of then
BNP government of Justice
No El?ti:tn of
Bangladesh would to recall
those davs with equanimity..

The payt of the article
'rmm
sensus: Some

posed to appear

"#‘
is held
over due to unavoidable cir-
cumstlances.

Finance Minister's Pre-Budget Deliberations

by Kabir U Ahmad

HE new Finance Mini-

ster Mr. Shah AMS

Kibria has recently held
informal discussions with the
country's distinguished econo-
mists and journalists on the
major issues of national
economy belore preparing and

- presenting his new budget to

the parliament. Inviting such
an informal participation of the
high level professionals and
media representatives, and
getting their feedback, is a
commendable gesture which
reflects the democratic attit-
ude of a popularly elected
government. The finance
minister deserves congratula-
tions for such openness,
gdﬂlti patory attitude and con-
dence bmldmg

However, the economists
have expressed their views on
giving subsidy to agriculture,
reaching consensus within the
government on reform pro-
grammes, formulating action-
agenda by the government in-
stead of relying on the donor-
sponsored ones, giving priority
to the power sector am;‘l having
pre-budget dialogues with rep-
resentatives of people at dif-
ferent levels. There is no doubt
that these are important issues
to be taken note of before for-
mulating the budgetary poli-
cies.

On his own part, the fi-
nance minister has assured the
participants that the govern-
ment wanted to achieve
‘Mnflation-neutral” high rate of
growth to make a dent on the

overty level; social justice;

igh rate of domestic and for-
eign investment, and an en-
abling economic environment.
All these are laudable objec-
tives of the present govern-
ment's economic policies
which needed to be sp:lt out
early on in the life of the new
administration so that all the
ministries, especially his own,
can redesign the existing poli-
cies to meet them. Whether
these are achievable simulta-
neously in the short run or se-
quentially in the medium-term
over the next five years is a
question that needs to be an-
swered by doing a careful
quantitative analysis.

The hidden complexities
associated particularly with the
achievement of "inflation-neu-
tral’ high growth rate, poverty
alleviation, and social justice by

using monetary and fiscal tools
when the economy is stuck
with huge resource con-
straints, wasteful public ex-
penditures, rigidities in the
tax collection svstem, wides-
pread inefficiency in the public
sector industries and poor
infrastructural facilities are

quite formidable. Nevertheless,

the finance
of luck in his

one wishes
minister best

efforts in achieving his ob-
jectives.

Facing the Twenty-first
Century
The purpose of this short
article, however. is not to
criticise, condemn er deride
anyone but to inject a new di-
mension into the pre-budget

as well as the general national
deliberations on the desired

ahead of the gpening of the
borders of the trading coun-

itres.

The present administration
is the only one will have
to undertake this wit and

unpleasant task. There doesn't
seem to be any significant and
serious national. awareness in
the country fet alone any ac-
tion-programme on this vital
issue while its co s are
?mctly bracing themselves

or this "brave new wnrld » .A.I-+

far as one can see, is the-
honourable minister 0 finance
in cooperation with the minis-
ter of commerce and industry
who are the ri rsons in
the new cabinet o have to
come to grips with thia diffi-

cult l;:u-t:rtzlr em and its varieus
ramifications affecting every
sector of the economy.

a&mm-wﬂ-l have te be
moderniaed —and ex d-ed.
and hyman feseurces have

to be retrained . and developed

on a massive state-of-the-art

3753.71 croges accounting for
about 16 pc::mntj.'if the total

and Tk 3175.49
(revised :ﬂimates} in

crores. h it rational to

technology “4n- produclion, Unfversity and
management, ication  Technical Education gﬂﬂﬂ
and marketing. these the which get lesser
perspectivés, Bangladesh grants? Su ﬂ’“‘& when
seems to have a widy to go, only about 40 erores of
The Present of e e e 1o Al
was a hue
e Hmw.‘th*ﬁ "7 "dand événtually the rmggl
Urié examines the gov- rmment had to s

ermment ‘::ikms“h :S:caugl:m 993 7 _. hi mop. R 1_:1_
one 1y Sfruck wit levels of However,- the next major
resotrte Wastage. a small head of > ‘?gl?r
numbér of items will be is Transpert which includes
pointed out here. Roads, Bridges and Ferry, and
“In the first place, education Railways tl.ug 52.42
and 8 the t cmn:u 5-96 (both
amount of; ation Tk - Revenue a.nd ADP allocations)

crores
1964 -

Theueryﬁmtthmgthatrmﬁmbedmwuﬂw restoration
e s uﬁmmmmﬂwmmmrdy
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over decades direetly through
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economic policies so that the
people in general and the pol-
icy makers in particular be-
come aware of its conse-
quences and are able to ra-
tionally plan their policies and
actions well ahead. This di-

mension is missing from all
the discussions held so far. It
is simply this : that the pre-

sent government with its five-
year tenure, hoping nothing
untoward happens to it in the
mid course, is the last admin-
istration that will usher the
country
the twenty-first century which
is going to face a freer and
ruthlessly competitive glob-
alised market economy.
. Bangladesh will also have to be
ready to face this new global
market. Quota system givin
special benefits to the favour
countries will vanish, tariffs
will be drastically reduced in
all the countries and subsidies
will have to be eliminated.
Preparing the country for
sheer survival in that ruthlessly
competitive world will call for
many tough policies to be
adopted and implemented
over a number of years well

and the economy into -

The very first thing
needs to be- done is the
restoration of productive effi-
ciency in every economic
activity quite . That

_means, all the distributions nt‘

largesse maintained owver
decades dirﬁ:tl'y thr tht

government budge
rectly through publlc mtnr
industries banks as well as
by showing leniency to corrn

practices of the cials which
are euphemistically. called
leakages and pilferages from
various tobe’

cut out. It auu

to be done if Bangladesh has to
suwrvive. The current scale of
resource wastage through

ernment budget and bygwagggf
incurring losses of the state
owned 'enterprises is further

that

. cruel and
harsh but that's what is needed -

" the sprfacé-ef-it. it is landabie
to give t-amount ef
budgetary alloeation to nation's

education seeter. {Incidentaly,

-if one adds all-the items under

“ varfous heads irr the Demand
for Grants. one finds that there

are other items-of hudgﬂt ex-

Eﬁmm which 1 -
~atiorrs). If one 1ook’s closely
at the sub-heads under Edu

tion in 1995-96 budgdet one
finds, that Primary E; caupn
gets Tk 953 crorea.
s@% H ucatiun %d

£ tés, Technical uca- |
flfon gets Tk 44 crores ‘and

uctigns s Tk

164 crores- ww}e g%ther
Bccnnda;y-" Educational
Services get-Tk 91 crores. In
this pcrspe:ﬂre - see the
amount of dire;:j.,g‘mnta given
_to Non-Government Madrashas

-

discussed below. ,..-IEE} ﬂﬂﬂ' schools) Bsector in

In addition., new pmdun-- 19 it has been Tk 200
tive capacities will have to be-- ~creres~ Tt is not an tional
created both in export and ex~—- Y@ uch allocation, The

port-related industriés, new- -

exportable products' will_have
to be developed, banking and
insurance institutions will have

_yevitwed Budget of 1994-95

. sheows tHe same amount of Tk
., 408 “crdres
c:tptndﬂ'urc

and the actual
in 1993-94

to be streamlined. the entire- - shuws an _ 1 _amount: of Th lﬁE
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Tk 90 crores to

mmm:nweﬂmby

called

-

lar loss of
100 crores

"!I.l and lt

about 225 SOEs (grouped un-
der 38 corporations] which
are in operation. about 154 of
them in the manufactu
‘sector. The total losses of

- the SOEs now come to about

Tk 2.5 billions which when

. gpenverted into US dollars at

the ﬂl-l’l'll'lt exchan

e Ts sor

rate
million.
covered by

of capi-

other times b?
write-offs of the :
its. Whichever way it is fl-
nanced, there-is no doubt that

At r:prumulmm hem-

orrhage -t the economy.
Ho . U one calculates

all the losses inside
and outside the alloca-
tions, it will come to about 81

a j

M.mecununﬂl}?nf
Bangladesh is about 8 24 bil-
lion while its current external

debt is about $ 15 bilkion. The
annual interest and capital re-
payment eats up about 25 per
cent of the country's export

ml?r'ﬂmthe grace pe-
the past loan is over,

which seems not too far away,
the payment burden can in-

crease at almost an ::punm
tial rate.

Hopefully, the country
doesn't reach -a- stage when lt
will Bave to borrow to pay its
imternational debt obli

gations.

e — . o o o
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every year under Railway only.
Further,

one sees a Lump
Provision "Non-Sectoral Alloca-

tion of Tk 47811.02 crares

. (Revenue expenditure of Tk
‘3B96.58 crores and ADP
890.44
crores) in 1995-96 while .the -
revised esti-
r 1994-95 was
Tk 4323.31 crores {R:w:nue

expénditures of Tk

correspondin
mate res

expenditures

penditures being Tk 572.63
crores).

hciﬁg
3750.68 crores and P ex-

‘Whéré have these
colossal mmournts been spent?

Were these spent produc--
tively? Finally, there was an
item of Unallocated

Expenditure. of Tk 200 crores

in 1995-96 budget (only in
the Revenue
thre corresponding

crores. Here again the same

“expenditure) and
'1994-95
amount - was only Tk 18205

question arises : was it spent -

pro uctgcb’l .
= In the second place. one
has to draw attention to the

annual amounts of losses in-
curred by the State Owned
Enterprises (SOE]. There are
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It would be appropriate to
cenclude by raising some ques-
tions. Is it possible for sug'{lm
Intﬂiﬂﬂlt . debt-ridden md

loss- beu'm economy to

tactu*imn.l Eﬂu than its n—
C rﬁc around 3.5 per
' per cent? How long
can nl:h a poor economy bear
such a colossal loss of national
resources every year? Does
gfullng out such a amount

ta.:.-plyerr money to main-
w of unproductive

ﬂ'lt criteria of justiee?
Should it continue decade
after decade? Shouldn't some-
thing drastic be done to
eliminate injustice from the

armmd non-budgetary
allocation processes? If noth-
ing is done to restore eco-
nomic efficiency and allocative
justice, very little improve-
ment can _be brought about,
will remain a
"sick man" of Asia while others
will be marching ahead in the
ruthlessly competitive world
that is cmcrging in the early
yeurs of the next century
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Sir, The government has
recently announced privatisa-
tion af the four trust newspa-
pers, viz. Dainik Bangla, The
Bangladesh Times, weekly
Bichittra and fnrtnightl}r
Ananda Bichittra. A meeting of
the Central Coordinatin
Council comprising Banglades
Federal Union of, Journalist
(BFUJ), Dhaka Union of Jour-
nalists (DUJ), Bangladesh Ne-
wspapers Press Workers Fede-
ration and Bangladesh News-
Eapers Employees Federation

ave expressed their concern
at the announcement of the
Prime Minister to disinvest
the four newspapers of Time-
Bangla Trust.

As a regular reader of all the
four publications and a con-
scious citizen, I would request
the Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to kindly consider the

[ollowing points before pri-
vatising those newspapers ;

i) In the context of
Bangladesh, at least one or twﬂ
newspapers should be ke
under government control c:-r
ensuring dissemination of in-
formation pertaining to gov-
ernment plan and action on
various developmental issues
on priority ‘basis, i) All the
four publications have so far
achieved reputation as stan-
dard publications ke na-
tional values, iil) many journal-
ists, :mpln}r:es and press
workers would lose the job
which is a great humanitarian
point of consideration.

Under these circumstances,
it is sincerely expected that
the government will change its
decision and take some prag-
matic steps for further improv-
ing the standard of these pub-
lications and for raising their
credibility as effective com-

munication media.

M Zahidul H :
Assistant Professor, BAI
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207 »

Politicisation of
administration

Sir,
meeting of the officials of the
Bangladesh Secretariat, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina de-
clared that her government
would ‘not politicise the adm-
inistration like the previous
governments,

Officials who addressed in
that meet ‘were mn to ex-
press their solidarity with the
so-called "Janatar am:ha o

fo ected
&at rlila-:lnfll: who bf e Mng

president of the Dhaka City
Awami League, du j.ﬂhﬂrh—
njng of the then omﬂ-tinﬂn

parti S0, it is
those ﬂffmiﬂl*“m.

whatever m
hues. In fulfi

Hnme‘ﬂ"

i
saTm® A8 the role and task of a
freedofn f
apprec

nouri

‘made thcma:!w: liticalt in—
wvolved with a a.rgﬂ ular p‘;{rt}r

Being flanked by them, was it
not tdnfradlcmry to say what
she has said? i I
Sdkot Hossain

Gréen Road

Dhaka-1205 - -
While addressing a ' -

- =~ at home
Sir, New Home Minister
has taken gqn endeavour to rid

society from térroriet activities
be the ferms and

has de!cﬁbnd
task to the

ter in 1971. We
te his approaeh.

£eneral belief. that
of terrorist -by

- it s

5 fep——_ i
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political Ieadtrs the mis-
chievtiis culture if they can
shun. then solution as to is not
far off. Charity begins at home.
We want to remind all political
leaders this famous proverb
before . reaching general
consensus to make our country
free from terrorism.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House # 413 Road # 10,
Block-B, C R/A
Chittagong-4212

'‘Composing’ in
Khubna

Sir, Who says that our soci-
ety is not technology-oriented
enough? Yesterday for three
iﬂn;ﬁ m;rn I relentlessly tried
0 a lew pages of my library
book photoeeopied but Fatltd It
was because all photocepier

(abeut nine sh that |
ied at various p&ﬂl of the

—

city) were overcrowded with
HSC examinees ‘composing
their answers for the examina-
tions on the next day.

The HSC examinees adopt-
ing unfairmeans have given the

size reducing photocopy
mechanism the pet name
::-un iﬁ‘g“ and the photocopy
Iputtin up adver-
tﬂemrnt of 60-2 r cent
composing (reduction).

SC examinees are
swarming around various pho-
tocopier shops with their
notebooks to reduce them to
their pocket size. Their
shameless and unwary faces
surely prove that our society is

indeed getting the highest
benefit of the cutting edge of
modemn technology.

m‘l&mﬂ Year

Khuina University, Khulna.



