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journment motions submitted
to him.

As the home minister began
to speak, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury drew the Speaker's
attention that he was obliged
to dispose of certain adjourn-
ment motions submitted by
the Opposition members on
the subject before allowing any
minister to make any state-
ment. But with the Speaker
paying no heed to Prof Chowd-
hury's contention, the BNP
legislators came forward (o
back their leader by thumping
the tables with files and shout-
ing at the top of their voice.

At this stage, the House
witnessed a pandemonium as

e the
minisier to continue his
statement and the Opposition
members to shout. Former
minister i1 Khaleda Zia admin-
istration Col (Retd] Akbar Hos-
sain was seen learing some
papers including that on the
order of the day. Prof Chowd-
hury was drawing the attention
of the Leader of the House on
certain rules of the JS Rules of
Procedure.

When the home minister
finished his statement, the
Speaker, however. allowed
Prol Chowdhury to make his
point. Referring to Rule 64 of
the Rules of Procedure, he told
the Chair that the Rule could
never permit him to allow the
minister to make a statement
on an issue before disposing of
certain adjournment motions
submitted on the same issue.

The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition read out the Rule
concerned which says: "Leave
to make a motion for adjourn-
ment shall be asked for imme-
diately after questions and be-
fore the orders of the day are
entered upon.”

Then he accused the
Speaker of violating the Rule
and ignoring the rights of the
Opposition MPs.

At this point, Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia took
the floor to announce the
walkout protesting “the

Speaker's behaviour™ "We are
now compelled to stage a
walkout as you have violated a

particular rule of the JS Rules®

ol Procedure and failed 1o
uphold the neutrality ol a
Speaker,” Khaleda told the

Chair, adding. "Your behaviour
proves that vou do not want
the JS to lunction properly.”

She then led the walkout by
her party MPs.

Jamaat MPs immediately
followed them. "We staged Lhe
walkout in protest against the
Speaker's refusal to allow us to
speak on the issue.” a Jamaat
member told the House after
their return later.

Defending the Speaker
Sheikh Hasina told the House
that the Speaker had made no
iuistake by allowing the nmiinis
ter to make the statement 5She
also accused the Opposilion
members of violating certain
rules by disturbing the minis
ter when he was making the
slatement.

In this connection. the
Prime Minister referred 1o
Rule 300 that reads: "A slate-
ment may be made by a minis-
ter on a matter of public im-
portance with the consent of
the Speaker but no guestion
shall asked at the time the
statement is made.”

She also called upon the
Opposition to return to Lhe
House for effective functioning
of parliament. The BNP legisla-
tors. however, did not return.

The Speaker. however, re-
fused to accept the BNP alle-
gations of both violating the
Rule and compromising neu-
trality. He said: "None of the
MPs had sought floor before I
gave so to the minister.
Besides, the question of viola-
tion of the Rule does not arise
as 1 was yet to enter into the
order of the day."

Yesterday's sitting, how-
ever, witnessed disposal of two
resolutions. one moved by a
Treasury bench member and
the other by a Jamaat law-
maker. Three resolutions by
the BNP legislators were not
introduced in the House due to
their absence.

The Speaker adjourned the
session at 9:15 pm for resump-
tion at 4:00 pm on Sunday.

Our right deni
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ing the rules and denying the

Opposition members’ their
rights.
Earlier, Deputy Leader of

the DcPansltinn Prof, AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury told a
ress briefing "the Speaker
ad violated rules 64 and 300
of the Rules of Procedure and
had lost his neutrality.”
Terming the jail incident a
very important issue to be dis-
cussed in parliament, he said
his party had submitted ad-
journment motions seeking
discussion on the jail incident
and other law and order-re-
lated issues. But, he regretted,
the Speaker permitted the
Home Minister to make a
statement on the matter.
By doing se, Prol
Chowdhury alleged, the

Speaker had violated Rule 64
as he allowed the minister to
make the statement before

disposing our motions and
RulI;OSO(F by directly allowing
the minister to speak without
the latter's seeking permission

for the r%)ac
mH: aﬁz the Speaker

lamed
Deputy Speaker for

and the

what he said ignoring the
Opposition MPs and giving at-
tention only to the Treasury

Bench, members. "We've rea-
sons to believe that the

Chief Whip of the
Opposition Khandakar Delwar
Hossain said at the briefin
that the 13 convicts escape
from the jail after a section of
the inmates brought out a pro-
cession protesting former
president Ershad's release on
parole,

He further said Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
had protested Ershad's stay in
Gulshan sub-jail and demanded
his shifting to the central jail
in 1991. But now her govern-
ment has now released convict

Ershad on parole on the lame
excuse of attending parliament
session, he asked. ™ laring a

house in the Jativa Sangsad
compound as sub-jail amounts
to contempt of the parliament
and it's an unprecedented
event,” Delwar Hossain said.

10 hurt in bus
plunge

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 10 persons were
injured when a bus fell into a
road side ditch at Rayerbagh,
Shmufi:i'n J:;hkhra underd[}emra

e cit terday.

The in umdy 2 /
different hospitals.

Demra police said the acci-
dent occurred when the driver

were taken to

Speaker had prior understand-  of the bus bound for Mono-
i with the government to hardi lost control of the vehi-
behave this way", he said, cle.
adding "The Speaker is the A rescue team of the fire
guardian of the use and not service and civil defence ru-
of the rning party mem- shed to the spot and helpcd in
bers mﬁvo-’” the rescue operation.
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pe yesterday villagers said

A total ol 30 unions were
Nooded in the district affecting
more than 40,000 dwelling
houses. The worst hit' are
Gaddimari, Sindurna. Douabari
Bhotmari, Mohishkocha. Kuni
agacha and Kulaghat unions

Road communications in
Sadar thana were also dis
rupted as many roads, bridge
and culverts went under flood
waler rushing from across the
border

In Sirajganj district. flood
situation aggravated further for
the rise ol water level in the
river Jamuna. Some 30 more
villages were inundated in
Kazipur thana as the flood wa-
ter entered through the
breaches in flood-protection
embankment.

With these a total of 367 vil-
lages were affected in flood hit
areas of the districts in
Kazipur. Shajadpur, Raiganj

and Sadar thanas. unofficial
sources said.
Three children were re-

ported drowned in the [lood
water in Raiganj thana. The
victims were identified as
Hena Khatun. 7. of Brahm-

agacha village in Raipur thana,
Ayub. 8, and Shamema in
Shahjadpur thana.

In Jamalpur, flood situation
further deteriorated due to the
rise ol water level in the river
Jamuna and Brahmaputra.

Road link between
Jamalpur and Sherpur was cut
off last night as the ferryghats
in Jamalpur and Sherpur dis-
Lricts were inundated. The
chistrict highway also went un-
der flood water.

Biswas
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the greatest Bengali in several
thousand years of our history,
President Biswas said he was
not only an outstanding son of
this soil, but held a unique po-
sition in the sub-continent.
President Biswas said the
late leader had fought not only
for the Bangalees. but for the
neglected and oppressed peo-
le of the whole world. a
liever he was hopeful that
Bangabandhu will be granted
jannatul ferdous, the best of
the heavens. by the Almighty
Allah for the good job. done to
the people, the President said.
Earlier on arrival at the
mazar premises, the President
who was wearing a black suit
took off his shoes and after
wearing a cap recited several
verses [rom the holy Koran.
After offering his respect to
Bangabandhu. the president
walked a few yards within the
mazar area to offer Fateha and
ay respects to the parents of
angabandhu, who were also
buried there.

The Daily Star
| Dhaka received $240m
WB loan in fiscal '96

By Staff Correspondent

The World Bank has pro
vided over three billion US
dollars in loans. credits, and

Qarantrrn lo counliries in
Soulh Asia Including 240 mul
lion dollars soft loan 1o

Bangladesh. during the 1996
liscal year which ended on
June '15

According to a press release
issued here yesterday. the
Bank's continuing active lend-
ing programme to the region
includ | .25 billion dollars in
loans and guarantees from the
International Bank for Recons-
truction and Development
(IBRD) and 1.8 billion dollars
in credits from the Inte-
rnational Development Asso-
ciation (IDA). the conces-
sionary lendings arm of the
Bank.

World Bank lending also
generated 82 billion in addi-
tional co-financing for South
Asia countries. the release
added

Iin FY '96, Bangladesh re-
ceived a total of 240 million
dollars all in IDA funding India
received a total of 2.08 billion
dollars, comprised of 780 mil-
lion dollars in IBRD loans and
| .3 billion dollars in IDA fund-
ing. Pakistan received a total of
540 million dollars, sed
of 390 milion dollars in IBRD
funding. 80 million dollars in
IDA funding, and a 80 million
doliar guarantee. Sri Lanka — a
total of 816 billion. all in IDA
funding. No lending was pro
vided to Alghanistan. Nepal,

Bhutan or the Maldives
release said.

Lending to South Asia held
sicady, at an average of 8§ 3 bil-
lion dollars per over the
Faﬁl five years. although there
:ave been substantial fluctua-
tions between IBRD and IDA
lendi

In ‘96, the Bank funded
22 projects in South Asia —
compared to 19 in each of the
two previous fiscal years The
lending supported economic

the

and infrastructure develop-
ment;: the social sectors to
keep pace with the economic
growth. and other needs of

each country in the region
Significant projects in-
cluded a State Health Reform
project in India that will hel
provide better and more tﬂ?—
cient health services; the
District Primary Education Il
project in India to increase
school enrollment — particu-
larly amunﬁ E,'Jrlsz the Ghazi
Barotha an CH power pro-
jects in Pakistan which were
the first projects to use guar-
antees; the Orissa Power
Sector loan to reform the state
level electricity board. two
projects in Bangladesh to as-
sist in coastal embankment
otection; and the India Coal

sector Environmental and
Social Action.
In co-financing the Bank

was able to attract 2 billion
dollars —mostly in power and
linancial sector projects in
Pakistan and India.

—

Insurgent killed
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nine magazines. 120 rounds ol
ammunition and two wireleas
scis were recovered. police

said.
Meanwhile. some leallets
have been dro from a he-

licopter in Rangamati district
announcing Tk 50,000 as a
reward for Information leading
to the rescue of Kalpana
Clhiakma. a tribal girl who has

heen reportedly missing since

June 11,
Wilnesses said. the heli
copter dropped the leallets

near and around the residence
of Kalpana Chakma. a leader of
the Hills Women Federation
yesterday morning

DMC principal
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of the DMC unit,

The JCD alleged that the
Prof Hadi was replaced be-
vause he took the decision to
reopen the college on July 20.

e DMC was closed sinc¢
cdie following a series ol
clashes between the JCD and
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League during the Golden
Jubilee celebrations on the
college campus on July 10.

The JCD also demanded re-
opening of the college by to-
morrow and holding of the
DMC students union elections.

PM's directive
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come forward in aid ol the dis-
lressed people.

Accompanied by Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak, Food and Agriculture
Minister Begum Motia Chowd-
hury and Whip Mizanur Rah-
man Manu. Hasina visited the
flood-hit areas under Dimla
and Hathibandha thanas of Nil-
phamari and Lalmonirhat dis-
tricts.

She also distributed relief
materials among the flood af-
lected ple in those places.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
was brieled by officials on the
extent of damage wrought by
the flood in the two thanas.
She was told that flood had
washed away 700 metres of
Teesta barrage bypass, affect-
ing 12,000 families in Dimla
thana of Nilphamari district
alone. A Sonali Bank branch. a
madrasah, shops and several
dwelling houses were washed
away at Sadar Bazar.

Addressing a gathering
there, she said her govern-
ment would adopt proper
Elanning to rehabilitate the

ood-battered people in areas
where they would not be af-
fected by recurring floods.

Thumb-showing
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sending the 1ssue (o the Privi

lege Committee. the Speaker
lold the House last night that
he did not see Rab showing his
thumb on that day and Rab
himself had claimed not have
shown I,

Rab had said, the Speaker
added, that he just corrected
BNP deputy Jainal Abedin
Farugque by raising seven of his
lingers, to Indicate seven cases
were [lled against Rab during
BNP rule

Speaker Chowdhury also
gave examples of how the
imeaning of thumb showing
changes In various countries
and regions

If one shows a thumb In
Greal Britain, that will mean a
sign lor goodness while Amer
icans take it for being really,
rfa.'le.'lg good, the Speaker
not .

In Brunai, showing of a
thumb means he or she wanits

i point oul something he
A and cited the incident ol
w showing of a thumb up-
vard saved a life in ancient
o '

Himsell liailing from Sylhet,
the Speaker pointed out that
there always remains a threat
on one's lile if pecple in Sylhet
raise both of his or her thuinbs
pointing to anyone.

The Speaker also laughingly
noted that people of Noakhali
lake the meaning of ‘thumb
showing' as one telling the
other that, “You will be able to
do nothing to me."

Most AL MPs

From Page 1

argument for not moving a
thanks motion: Firstly, the
President's not adequately
hounouring the nation's archi-
tect, Bangabandhu, in his
speech and secondly. not
honouring the 'script’ deliv-
ered to him from the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) during
final drafting of the presiden-

tial speech.

A ruling party deputy told
The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity that "at a certain
stage the PMO gave up bargain-
ing on the wordings of the
presidential speech just to
avert an eventual setting of a
bad precedence of staging a
walkout by rulinﬁ party MPs on
the first day of the first session
from the House."

In the ALPP meeting. party
leaders also reviewed the per-
formances of party MPs. spe-
cially those who got elecled as

MPs for the first time, in the p

opening session of the parlia-
ment.

JS bodies:1 Rules to be amended
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forming the bodies with non-
ministers heading those",
State Minister for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Abdul
Malin Khashru told this corre-
spondent.

A discussion on the issue
will take place in the House
before the Rules of Procedure
are amended, the minister
hinted. Any amendment to
those can be adopted in the
House by a simple majority of
members present.

Rule 247 of the Rules of
Procedure states, "The Minis-
ter or, if there be no Minister,
the Minister of State in-charge
of a subject relating to a
Standing Committee shall be
ex-officio Chairman of every
such Standing Committee."

Defining generally the roles
of the standin es on the
ministries, Rule 246 says: The
committees will "examine
draft Bills and other legislative

roposals, review the en-
orcement of laws and propose
measures for such enforce-
ment and examine any matter
referred to them by Parlia-
ment” under certain article of
the Constitution.

Rule 248 adds: "The func-
tions of a Committee shall be
to review the works relating to
a Ministry which falls within
its jurisdiction. to inquire into
any activity or irregularity and

serious complaint in respect of

the Ministry and to examine, if
it deems fit, anly such other
matter as may fall within its
jurisdiction and to make rec-
ommendations.”

The standing bodies on
various ministries "shall con-
sist of not more than ten
members including the Chair-
man," and they are o un-
der the Rules to meet "at least
once a month."

According to convention,
fifty per cent of the members
of a JS standing committee
come from the ruling party
and the rest come from the
Dp%sitiun in Parliament.

ere were, however, cer-
tain standing committees
which had been run without
any minister heading those
since the introduction of the

' committee system in 1979.

The committees included
Standing Committee on Public
Accounts, Committee on Public
Undertaking, Committee on
Government Assurances, Busi-
ness Advisor Committee,
Committee on getltmna. Com-
mittee on Rules of Procedure
and Libr Committee.

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee and the Public Under-
taking Committee had been
headed by ruling party legisla-
tors, while the Assurance
Committee had been headed
by the Chief Whip of Parlia-
ment. The Advisory Commit-
tee, Petition Committee and

Rules of Procedure Commiittee
are, according to the JS Rules
of Procedure, to be headed by
the Speaker. The Library
Committee is to be headed by
the Deputy Speaker.

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee. consisting of not more
than fifteen MPs, enjoys the
right to examine the "accounts
showing the appropriation of
sums granted by the House for
the expenditure of the Gov-
ernment, the annual finance
accounts of the Government
and such other accounts laid
before the House as the com-
mittee think fit."

According to Rule 233 of
the JS Rules of Procedure,
"Upon examination of irregu-
larities and lapses of institu-
tions, the Committee shall re-
port to Parliament with rec-
ommendations of remedial

measures.”
The functions of the Public
Undertaking Committee in-

clude, inter alia, "To examine
the reports, if any, of the
Comptroller and tor Gen-
eral on the public undertak-
ings; to examine, in context of
the autonomy, any deficiency
of the public undertakings,
whether the affairs of the pub-
lic undertakings are bein

managed in accordance wit

sound business princi and
prudent commercial prac-
tce....”
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Corded Conventional Kettle

Fast boil: | Litre in just over 3 minutes.

Closing ceremony
of DU founding
anniversary today

Dhaka University will hoild
the closi ceremony of its

75th founding anniversary cel-

rhr;ttizvi today . UNB.
asing 75 -
bolising Tﬂgﬂmlm’rgjﬁ-
try’s highest seat of learning
will mark the opening of the
concluding programme organ-
ised by the residential s of
the university.

Former provosts of the stu-
dent dormitories will recall

past events of their alma mater

al a reminiscence session at
9:30 am at the mall area be-
tween the Arts Faculty Building
and the Administrative

Building.

National Professor M Innas
and Professor Emeritus
Mafiz Uddin Ahmed. former
rovosts of Mohsin Hall and
SM Hall. will attend the func-
tion as the chiefl guest and
guest of honour n.-?erlhrr
Vice Chancellor rol
Emajuddin Ahmed will pre-

sidle
TWA plane
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65 F (18 C) and an air tem-
perature of 73 F (23 C). off}-
clals estimated that survival
would not be sible much
mnnd noon (1600 GMT) to-

Among those booked on the
flight was a group of students
irom a Pennsylvania high
school French club.

There were 212 passe re
and 17 crew mtmhs:- ut:utthr
flight, said Mike Kelly, a TWA
vice president. The plane had
nrﬂvﬁd dir;:n hltmn;.t Cireece,
ar a on 1
about three hours b'g:u.::
takeofl for Paris. Some of the

ssengers were from an ear-
jer cancelled flight to Rome.

Kelly noted that the Federal
Aviation Administration had
been placed on an increased
level ol security because of the
Olympics, which tomor -
row in Atlanta. but said there
had been no specific threats
against TWA.

The TWA jetliner that ex-
ploded yesierday was a 25-
year-ol Boeing 747-100

mﬁﬂ}tl. a Boeing spokesman

Spokeswoman Donna Mikov
said the plane was delivered in
1971 to Eastern Airlines and
transferred immediately to
TWA.

The first 747-100 entered
commercial service in January
1970 and the last 100-model
was delivered in September
1986, Mikov said. About 250 of
Boeing's 1,800 747s are 100-
models, she said.

$30m project
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report prepared by the SIP of-
fice shows that the slum popu-

Alj

lation is increasing at an
alarming rate. Over 45 per
cent of the total slum

population of the country live

in Dhaka city alone. Statistics
also show that every 2,500

le share one acre of land
in the slum communities and
over 90 per cent of the
families have just one room to
live in.

Almost a third of the people
of the city are slum dwellers.
Over 80 per cent of them have
no access to basic amenities.

A recent study reveals that
only 37 per cent of the slum
dwellers in the city get suffi-
cient quantity of safe drinking
water. Most slum dwellers buy
water al the rate of Tk 0.50 a
jar from local water supply

taps. _
Olympics
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have soared by some 50
per cent in the past four years
to 900 million dollars for the
Allanta games. The top 10
sponsors pay 40 million dollars
each to be involved.

Samaranch is widely cred-
ited with making  the e
Movement into a cash cow of
billion dollars &uﬁglrﬂunl in
his 26 years at m.

But the Olympic family has
never known real peace even

though the political boycotts °

and d War posturing of the
t-war years have dissolved.

Serious allegations that thr-
ee in four athletes are drugs
were levelled in the week
leading up to the Games and a
IEW harraﬁe of testing a]!:par—
atus including the new high-
resolution mass spectrometer
will do nathinﬁ to stop them.

Atlanta will no doubt pro-
duce its share of drugs scares
and cheat scandals but will also
serve up those beguiling mo-
ments, that are long remem-
bered after the dust setties on
the controversies.

For Atlanta, there are other
controversies t may not die
so quickly. The city of Martin
Luther King, but also of the Klu
Klux Klan, was branded "racist”
by human rights advocates be-
fore the Games and is
awaiting another verbal ham-
mering from Amnesty
International, which reports
on the city while the Games
are under way.

The flag of the confederate
slave- south still flies on
prominent buildings here,
viewed as an insult te the black
majority in this white ruled
city.

to a starred
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any facility
beyond law
of the land

Home Minister

land. reports UNB

Ny AT
BNP.

the government st
only aimed at ena

n_.

SPSSION

taken steps as
could attend the

:

in this respect?” _
the statement of Ershad as

ying to a g
Shahidul., <he Home Minis.er
earlier informed (the House
that there were 13,299 con-
victs in the country's prisons
tll July 1. 1996.

The government has no

relea prisoner

JP can't claim
itself as
opposition: B.Chy
:itiE:wP?ofﬁ uéntmdruddﬂpﬁ;
Chn'dhu& yesterday reiter-
ated that Jatiya Party was a
part of the government and

can never claim itselfl as oppo-
sition, UUNB.

e Jelbr Pavty
e
to be a coalition partner of the

Awami L.
However, Jativa Party MP
Advocate Fazle bbi earlier
said in parliament yesterday
that his party was very much in

the opposition.
Refuting Rabbi's claim, the

Deputy ition Leader said
the ENP%ESB clearly stated in
the House on the o day
that they would not accept the
Jatiya I:'art}r as tion.
plying to a question Prof
Chowdhury said on a humorous
note: There is a gulf of differ-
ence between marriage and
live together. They (JP) are
now living together with the
Awami League and let them

enjoy it."

1,89,816 have gone
to Malaysia with
jobs from '91-96

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday that
1.89.816 workers from Bang-,
adesh had gone to Malaysia
taking jobs from 1991
1996. reports UNB.

Replying to a question from
Jamaat-e-Islami member
Maulana Delwer Hossain
Sa i, the Foreign Minister
informed the House that the
government was taking efforts
to bring back 2,560 workers,
now detained in Malaysia for
illegally entering into that
country or carrying no valid
document.

Samad Azad, replying to a
supplementary from the same
member. told the House that a
process is underway to legalise
‘'sorhe Bangladeshi workers in

Malaysia.
Five ADPs

implemented

since '9]

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria, who is discharging
the responsibility of Planning
Ministry in Parliament, yester-
day told the House that five
annual development pro-
grammes (ADPs) had been
implemented from July 1991
to February 1996 for develop-
ing agricultural, industrial and
physical infrastructure in the
country, reports BSS.

The minister was replying
uestion from op-

sition BNP member Zafrul
slam Chowdhury in the Jatiya

s.mn informed the House
that the o nal and revised
ADP for 1991-92 were Taka
7.500 crore and Taka 7,100

crore respectively, for 1992-
93, Taka 8,650 crore and Taka
8.121 crore and for 1993-94

to

Taka 9,750 crore and Taka

9.600 crore.
The minister said the -
nal ADP allocation for 1994-95

was Taka 11,000 crore while
the

revised ADP was Taka
11.150 crore, and for 1995-96
corresponding figures
2.100 crore and

Ershad won't get

Rafiqul
islam yesterday said former
- nt Hussain Mohammad
rshad would not be
facility bevond the lnﬁ :l?cr

slam of
the Home Minister said

were
ng the
Jatiya Party chief to attend the

atever we have done

Was acc to the law. We
won't do a beyond the
law is an MP. We have

per law so he
Sangsad.” he

termed

formed
ol skirmishes
Battalion and the residents of
Srimangal

vibazar district has
its report
Major (retd) Rafigqu
swering a

Minister assures
JS of action against
ponsible

those res
for jail-break

Home Minister Rafigul Is-
lam yesterday

convicts -;july 14 night
. on

would be clear after the com-
pletion of investigation, re-
ports BSS.

Making a statement in the
Jatiya under Article
300 of the of Procedure,
the Home Minister assured the
g Torgritn. g Ry

en
oo tﬁm : respon-

He said he had ordered the
Police Directorate to arrest the
escapees and asked the Prison
Directorate and CID police to
undertake an tion
immediately. In this context.
he mentioned the circum-

the interest of inves-
tigation the ml.:i. sus-

been instituted them.
Later, the chief officer
was also . said.
adding cases have

also been instituted against the
jailor concerned,

Rafiqul islam said a case has
been registéered with the

Lalbagh police station and they
have started an investigation.

The police have also arresied
ﬁl:l;ur jail security personnel for
their in the
all br incﬂ:ntw& in-
ormed the House.

The Prison Directorate has
formed a three-member inves-
ligation committee headed

additional general
son and the
o o » g poweret

a high-
vesiigation M::h a
i as its convenor
1::“ said. .Zi these two

committees submit re-

number of jails

Home Minister Rafigul

Islam said in L yes-
terday that ment
was to increase
the number of to strike a
bﬂnmehﬁmmtmdthe
inmates, reports L
to a dur-
i ¢ question hour, he
out that the country's

ﬁlung a total ntlyiﬂ,m in-
mates, including undertrial
prisoners, their capac-
ity of 21, :

The Home Minister. re-
sponding to another ;
the House there
were at present 13,299 con-
victed prisoners in different
jails of the country.

765 foreigners
In jails

Home Minister Rafiqu!
Islam yeslerday informed
House that a total of 765 for-
eign nationals are now in dif-
ferent d_;ilu of the country, re-
ports UNB.

Re to a question from
BNP ohammad
Islam Bakul, the Home -
ter said of the jailed foreign
nationals, 323 are convicted,

440 under trial and the rest
two are on detention.

The rcount se hreak-vp
of these ja rf&. ?ru is:
Myanmar-463,,India-227 ¥
ailand-23, in-23, fg~
anindll,ﬁ_zﬂﬂ u;:h
China-3, one
from Germ ., UK. USA,

Russia. Japan. the Netherlands
and Malaysia,

Probe body report
on Srimangal
incident completed
By Staff Correspondent

The inquiry committee
the incident
the 9th Ansar

thana under Moul-

. said Home

| Islam an-
uestion of Abdus
Shahid of BNP.

23318 policemen
in 4 metropolises

Home Minister 1 Is-
lam yesterday informed the
House there are 23,318 met-
ropolitan police in country's
four metropolises, reports

UNB.

to a question from
Jamaat-e-Islami member Mau-
lana Delwar Hossain Sayeedi,

the minister said to them
Dhaka Met has 15, 196
Chitt 4,003,

olice, agong
Rhulnn 2.102 and Rajshahi
1.927.



