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US to urge India 1 in talks not

to block CTBT: Christopher |

WASHINGTON. July
Secretary of State Warren
Christo said on Wednes-
day the United States would
accept a compromise version

signature because it would be
such an important step for-
ward for the world as a whole."

US officials said President
Bill Clinton decided two weeks

of the pro « nuclear test ago to forgo further efforts to
ban treaty and he would ur find a more flexible formula for
India in talks next week not to having the treaty enter into
h]n-i:'k the landmark pact. A fm:l:e whlt.:.;t had n a major
n an interview wit end game dispute in the 0-
Reuters, he said the Clinton tiations. il e
administration ideally would Instead, Clinton eed the

still like to see "various imn
provements” in the text

by Dutch diplomat

er r:hairman of the 6
nation negotiations in Geneva

administration would try

to
convince \other countries to
accept Ramaker's text as is
and aveid additional negotia-
tions when the next session of

last month. the conference on disarma-
ment reconvenes in Geneva on

But in the first blic ac- Julzrﬂﬂ
kno t that t United It isn't quite cnmin to-
States has thrown its weight gether as quickl like
behind Ramaker's version, to see it" one US n;t'ﬂcial told

Christopher told Reuters "like  Reuters.
in all negotiations of that kind,
there are places where you feel a
that from your own standpoint,
provisions could” be slightly
improved.
"But in an overall sense, we
ct is a
ant one and we'd
ke to get it open for

nature wuuid be a major blow

im in efforts to achieve the long-
simply sought pact.

IBIQIEIZLY

UNSC debate on Sudan

The Security Council has postponed until next weck ils
planned debate on whether to toughen sanctions on Sudan,
which is suspected of harbouring terrorists, council president
J;ilaain Df:janunet said Wednesday, AFP reports from United
tions.
The council has instead decided to focus its mceting
'Ihursday on the situation in Bosnia, he added.

Bga.l Basses bill for minorities:
T‘he West yesterday passed the West Bengal
minorities mnmﬂsshm 1996 fur a-etting up a minorities
commission for the pruttt:tiﬂn of the religious and 1 istic
minorities in the state, PT] reports from Calcutta.’ -

The bill sought to provide a broad-based statutory commis-
sion to replace the current commission which was consti-
tuted by administrative resblutions. The Minorities Affairs and
Wakf ter, Md Amin said that the commission would have

judicial power. |
kills mother in France: »

IE -vear-ol 1 shot her mother dead near Nantes late
Wednesday then took a train for Paris, where she was

to Clinton's arms control
agenda and a serious setback

Failure of the conference to
rnwe a text and send it to

United Nations General
Aa-m:ﬁhl in New York for sig-

We have reached a |ud
men! that this is an acceptab

ireaty that meets our require-

ments and we think the besi
way fo get a treaty at this stage
is nﬂl to have everybody make
the best the enemy of the
good, said a senior US officials,
who spoke on condition - of
anonymity. , .

Some US officials are con-
cerned that India, a so called
threshold nuclear state might
try to block the treaty — which
bans all atomic test from being
sent to the United Nations.

Christopher said when he
holds talks with India's ncw
Foreign Minister I K Guijral
Jakarta next week "I'll f:ﬁ
ing them (India) not to blo
that a. proach ... it should not

in the c:apamty of India -

tu hln-r.-k such a treaty.”
The two ministers will
‘meet on the fringes of the Au-
ust 23-25 Association of
utheast Aaian Nations' an-

nual mﬂni
Christopher said he tele-
g’hun:d Guijral a few days ago
make sure we'd have a use-
ful and effective meeting."
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4,000

COLOMBO, July 18: More
than 4.000 Tamﬂ separatist

rebély attacked a key military

base in northern Sri Lanka
Thursday. and desperate sol-
diers called in air strikes to
stop the ﬁuerillas from over-
running the camp. military ol-
ficials said, reports AP.

Waves of rebels broke
through the Mullaittivu army
camp's defence lines during
the midnigh
the 1,500 soldiers inside scur-
rying for cover, officials said.

aval pgunboats which
rushed to be area were being
driven back by the rebel boats
and miortat fire from the
shore. One naval gunboat was
damaged and a sailor killed in
the ﬂ hting, in which a rebel
so was destroyed, said a

scninr navy official.
Air fnrce pilots flying over
the battle zpone reported that

most of the base was in rebel
hands, about 12 hours after the
fighting began. At dawn, air
force planes and helicopter

gunships began bmnh!uﬂ_ and

— Inte:-rl_lation'al~ ,
ers attack key
military base in north

L assault, sending

40 kilometres (25 mile
= #

strafing rebels, ﬂfﬁniuls said.”

rcpurtcd it had lost contact

Heavy casualties were ~ with the besieged soldiers
feared in the fighting, but the  about four hours after the at-
military headquarters in tack began, said the officials,

Colombo had few details from
the area because. the rebels
had destroyed communication
lines to the camp, about 275
kilometres™172 miles) north-
east of the capital, Colombo,
officials said.

In November 1993, the
rebels launched a similar at-
tack on the Pooneryn military
complex in northern Sri
Lanka, and 754 soldiers and
sailors and 700 rebels were
killed in four days of fighting,

“Treops continue to fight
back and are holding on," said
a Ministry of Deéfence state-
ment.

Responding to distress sig-
nals by the soldiers, naval gun-
boats arrived off thq coast of
Mullaittiva, but were unable to
get close because the rebels

ed fire with mortars from
the shore.

The nearest military base,
away,

spcaking on

anor

The militalz was gatherin
soldiers in port city o
Trincomalee to attempt an

amphibious landing to help
save the base. Trincomalee is
a0 kﬂﬂmeters (56 miles) south
of Mullaittivu

The atlack was the biggest
in the north since government
troops drove the rebels out of
their longtime stronghold of
Jafina city in December, cap-
ping a grueling 50-day offen-
sive,

In May, the military an-
nounced that it had extended
its control over all of the Jaffna
Peninsula, and 400,000 Tamil

.civilians who had fled during
the offensive had returned to
their homes

The rebels either retreated
into the jungles in the north or
moved to Tamil-dominated ar-
€as in eastern Sri Lanka.

condition of _

the
in northern Mghan town of
Mazaj-i- Shajif the headquar-
ters of
General
Jumahi-Milli movement.

10 Indian soldiers

- killed in Manipur

NEW DELHI, July 18: Ten
Indian soldiers were killed and
one injured in an ambush by
suspected tribal rebels in the

far teastern state of Manipur, _
the Press Trust of India re-

ported today, says AFP.
Officials told the news
that nine soldiers from
the Jammu and Kashmir light
infantry battalion were killed
Wednesday when the rebels
ggen:d fire on a patrol somie
kilometres (37 miles) frcrm

the state capital Imphal.

Ond soldier died later in
hospital, they said. There have
been no claims of responsibil-
ity.
~ The officials said had
been rushed to the site of the
ambush to search for the as-
sailants.

US group, Filipino
senator get UN

arrested on arrival after

said, AFP reports from Nantes.
The unnamed teenager all
year-old mother, a dermatologi

pistol while her father and

3

to a passenger, police

ed down her 54-
3 several shots from a

The United Nations

population award

UNITED NATIONS, July 18:
presented
its annual population award -

|
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An,lllusl.rﬂuun shnws a TWA Bﬂemg 747. A Pms—bound TWA
and crashed into the Atlantie after take-off from New York J
200 passengers are feared to have lost their lifes.

FK airport Wednesday.

Jumhu jet exploded in mid-air

Over
—AFP/UNB photo

US won't press for ban against junta

ASEAN rejects demands
for sanctions'on Myanmar

Taliban rockets kill 12.in Kabul -

Five Afghan factions

PESHAWAR, Falua-tan

18 : Five Afghan factions hme
sign:d E:_n
peace front to work for a
transfer of
ttled Presi
Rabbani, the leaders of one of

the s said on Wednesday,
po%tqr !

agreement forming a

wer from emba-
gt Burhanuddin

Syed Ahmad Gailani, leader
ahaz-i-Milli, told reporters
t was signed nnﬁnﬂa}r

opposition warlord
ul Rashid Dostum's

The three other groups

were Jabh% Ni 1;]lELI'. -i-Mili of ex-
- president Sib
didi,
Wahdat of Karim Khalili and a,
council
province of Nangarhaj.

gatullah Mofa-
Shi'ite Mushm Hezb-i-

ruling the eastern

Jumbish., Wahdat and Jaha

were already grouped in an
anti-
the
provincial Governor Abdul

der and Mahaz-i-Milli had pl"E—
viously been effectively neutral,

overniment alliance, hut
angarhar Council led b

other

the
nent individuals to help in
forming the broader council,
he said.

- form peace front

Gailani sald a commission

comprising three men from
each of the five
been set u
Nangarhar capital of Jalalabad
to work for fi
council that could take r
from Rabbani. i

groups ' had
up with its base in the

a broader

The commission would
oups, including the
owerful opposition Taliban Is-
amic mﬂitia factions backing

government and promi-

AP adds: A barrage of rock-

ets devastated a crowded fruit
market in
Thursday, killing at least 12
people and wounding
uﬂ:iers witnesses and doctors
sal

central Kabul on
- 36

One of the rockets fired by

the Taliban militia landed in
the middle of the market's
main
were scattered across the road
amid debris and dozens of
overturned fruit carts.

road. Mangled bodies

Off the Record

Earth's core spins

slightly

NEW YORK: As the world turns, ils core gues just a little

faster, reports AP.

Earth's inner core, a solid iron crystal about the size of the
moorn, rotates about 4.1 degrees faster in a year than the rest

of the planet,
Observatory announce
Nature.

geologists from Lamont-Doherty
in Thursday's issue of the journal

- Earth

That means that the core finishes a complete rotation not
in 24 hours, but in 24 ours minus two-thirds of a second.
At that rate, Earth's core "laps” the rest of the planet every

400 years, "which in geol

cal and astronomical terms is

pretty darn fast." geologist Paul Richards said.

Richards and Lamont-Doherty geophysicist Xiaodong Song
used an irigenious method to detect the core's slightly faster
spin. They studied old measurements that recorded how long

it took sound waves from earthquakes one side of the

lobe to

pass through the core to seismographs located literally half

way around the world.
' And the scientists are not surpri

sed. Computer simnulations

have told them that the Earth's inner core ought to rotate. So

by cunﬁrmmE
helped furt

that it does, Song said he an
er the und:rstanding

Richards have

of the engine that

er sister were on a t:!lr
of

JAKARTA, July 18: The As-

I addition to Indonesia.

h-:-u-u: arrest.

Canada. Police and utors refused to give any det Wednesday to a Fili "

pino sena

the motive for the killing. tor and l‘ S organisation that

has helped launch family

Ex-British PM's 80th birthday marked. planning services in 30 coun-
Prime Minister John M on Wednesda h:mt.cd a tries, reports AP.

Street banquet to celebrate the 80th of former UN Secretary-General

Conservative Premier Edward Heath., AFP reports from Boutros Beutros-Ghati ,-.,-

London.

Queen Elizabeth U and her husband the Duke of Edinburgh
were among he guesis who also included former sec-
retaries Lord C and Howe and violinist Ye-
hudi Menuhin. The dinnu'm the hﬁfm of a glittering
round of dinners and held over the last
week for Heath whose ymnn..lulyﬂ

East Tlmur activists I:mm producu fram Iminnuu 1n
Lisbon Wednesday to protest against their import by Euro-
ﬁ: counfries. East Timorese, both in Portugal and in
Timor protested the 20th anniversary of Indonesia's

annexatiop of the former Portugese colony.
— AFP/UNB photo. | oecupied land.

sented the dollars

ﬂra:d to Pathfinder I[nte

con
cated
Phili
tion
problems.

founded. in

12,
pf Watertown,

ator wmmxm

Ramos-Shahanil, sister of

Philippine, President Fidel
Ramos,

is one of her country's
advocates of lation
and has llrug:?;-lndw-
the view that the

s' exploding popula-
exacerbated economic

Pathfinder International,
1957, has sup-
ported more than 2,000 pro

grammes in some 30 countries
on subjects such as family

planning and AIDS prevention.

ME peace process
is dead: Velayati

TEHRAN, July 18 : Iran's
F Minister Ali Akbar Ve-
layatl said Wednesday he be
lieved the Middle East peace
process was "dead.” just as his
wlr}' had predicted, reports

“The new lsraell govern-
ment does nel even respect
Lhe so-called positive points of
the talks on the issues ol
Jerusalem, Golan Heighs and
the Jewish settlements," Ve-
A;Pu said in an mnterview

Mﬁ:rdmg to our asse
ment, t peace process (s
dead.”

‘it was cooked up between
Israel and the Untied tes.”
he said, referring 10 the US-
sponsored peace process.

lran, which has called for
an end to Israel, had repeat-
edly called on Arab countries
te avoid with the
Jewish state. Despite initial

progress in the peace process,

which in based on the princi-
ple of land for ce, Israel's
new right-wing Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has taken

would net turn over any more

sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations defended its growing
ties with Myanmar on Thurs-
day, rejecting demands lor
sanctions to pressure its mili-
tary rulers to improve human
ta reports AP.

yapmar is to be given ob-
a&w‘r stafus in AN al a
meeting. of its foreign minis-
ters this
and eventually is expected té
become a full nember of the

,c_[r::u..i.‘{::S

"ASEAN has one cardinal
rule, and that is not to inter-
fere ... in the internal affairs of
other countries.” said Indone-
slan Forgign Minister Ali
Alatas, chairman of the week-
end meeting.

Alatas sald Myanmar's par-
ticipation in ASEAN will not be
aflected by its internal politics
and human rights record.
Moreover, he sald he hoped
Myanmar. as well as Laos and
Cambodia, would soon join
ASEAN,

weekend in Jakarta,

the current members are Sin-
gapore, Malaysia, Thailand. the
Philippines, Brunel and Viet-
nam.

"Hopefully, yes. by the end
of the century, all 10 Southeast
Asian countries will be under
one single roof.," Alatas told
re ers. -" That would be in
fulfillment of the long-held
dream of the hSEAN founding
fathers.”

ASEAN leaders EEI}I’ th:ir
~constructive engagement,”
policy of dealing with the gen-
erals rather than ostracisin
them will] coax them to cncF
their crackdown on pre-
democracy activists led by
Aung San Suu Kyi.

atas said ASEAN's ap-
proach has helped ease politi-
cal and economic problems in
Myanmar.

"Any objective observer
would see that there have been
some very positive develop-
ments. " he said, including last
year's release of Suu Kyi from

Despite this, Wtﬁtcrn
coultries are expected lo raise
the issue of coordinated sanc-
tions a aF:unﬂt Myanmar ‘during
talks after the meeti

Alatas said AS officials
will listen but aren't likely to
be swayed.

- Reuter adds from Washing-
ton: The United States. faced
with opposition from Asian
countries, will not press sanc-
tions against Myanmar, Secre-
tary State Warren Christo-
phcrr_- said on Wednesday.

"l think that we do not see
a present role for sanctions.”
he told Reuters in an inter-
view.

"But we want to have a dis-
cussion with other countries in
the region to see what steps
they might be prepared to take
to try to ensure that the
regime in Myanmar does not
!aE,; additional repressive ac-
tion and ﬁrnvhlfs more opern-
ness for their people,” he said.

generates the planet's magnetic field.
“It's ang to be very important in solving the puzzle of the

origin of the magnetic fields,” Song said.

Wrong kind of publicity

LONDON: A Scottish insurance company shipped out 77
live hominilpigtﬂns in public relations stunt. But it generaled
the wron of ublh:lt reports AP.

“It's absulutelyr 1s.gusting in all aspects.” said Jo sz,ier a
spokeswoman for the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.

The society is considering animal cruelty charges over
Wednesday's campaign by Scottish Life Intermafional aof
Edinburgh.

The insurer sought to promote investment opportunities
hﬁ delivering boxed homing pigeons to new organisations,
2 E;“llﬁg a caac of Scotch whisky to the one whose pigeon got

ack first.

Swiss police are not only
for human, but also for ...

KANDERSTEG: Switzerland, Swiss police swooped in to
save 142 snails which an amateur of this gastronomic delicacy

had cellected to cock and eat, local police in Bern Canton

said Tuesday, reports AFP.
Snails are protected in Bern and it is an offence to collect

them in the wild.

Police said the culprit had taken advantage of rainy
weather to go out snail hunting. He was imercepted after
other walkers reported him to the police and the snails were

Us President Bill 'L'hnt;u (R) leans towards US First Lady
East Room of the White House during a ceremony for the Friends of Art and Preservation in
Embassies Programme. Arkansas court watchers are expecting President Clinton to testify

by \hdeutape Wednesday in the eriminal trial of two former associates.

Hillary Clinton Wednesday 1n the

— AFP/UNB photo

immediately released.

Netanyahu faces Arab
anger for hardline
stands in Cairo

CAIRO, July 18: Benjamin
Netanyahu arrived Thursday in
Egypt on his first visit to an
Arab country as Israel's prime
minister, facing Arab anger
over his hardline stands re-
garding the Middle East peace
process, reports AP

Egyptian Newspapers
greeted Netanyahu with a bar-
rage of tnsulla that reflected

the Israelli prime minister's
unpnrgularit here.
3 to the Rotten Smell in

the Land of Egypt.” read the
banner headline Thursday of
the opposition newspaper El-
Ahrar. It was a play on Ne-
tanyahu's hame — in Arabic
neten means rotten smell’
Egyptian Prime Minister
Kamal el Ganzourv met Ne-
tanyahu at Cairo International
Adrport. and the two then left
for [Egypt's Tomb of the Un-
knowr gol-dirr and the burial
site of the late President An
war Sadat, who was assassi-

nated by Muslim militait® in
198) .

Sadat was the first Arab
leader to make peace with Is-
rael after a remarkable visit to

Jerusalem in 1977.
Netanyahu then was to meet

President Hosni Mubarak for

two rounds of talks.
Although one of the Middle

East's most moderate coun-
tries. Egypt has forcefully led
the campaign to slow normal-
ization with Israel since Ne-
tanyahu's election less than
two months a

With the backing of S
and Saudi Arabia, EYP*—
month contened Arah
world's first summit in Six
vears and has hel orches-
trate a flurry ol meetings

among Arab leaders.

The summit was one sign
that Netanyahu s victory is
ing more to unify the diﬂdﬁd
Arab world than years ol

diplomacy.

10 bodies of Russian POWSs f{)und_

Scientists seeki ing biological weapons to fight mosquito

PANAMA CITY. Flornida. July 18: Scientists
are, secking ways to silence that annoying,
thrtatznmgm in the night — the mmqmtn
buzzing around you, its prey,

These dayaLnggyr: H% tu turn bi-
olﬂgz against mosquito re investigat-
:ngllarv andm.icmacapic. rci:‘il."::l::l’gﬁ'I
Nsec ae tives S
ders and crabs. o

They believe these could be alternatives to
insecticides that can be sive. could harm
the environment and may efiectiveness’ as

itoes Duild up resistance to them

“Those pmhie:ﬂaé are probably never going
lo go away " says Department of Agriculture
Researcher Dom Barnard. "So. whether you
wart 1o do it now. or whether you want to it
20 years from now. tl‘ﬁtlgﬂmgtﬂhavclubc
alternative methods in place.”

The USDA Centre for Medical, itural
and Veterina Entomo in Gainesville,
where Barnard is lead mosquito-and-fly re-
searcher, is wor on the problem So are
two state laboratories in F'bncE home to more

than 70 species of the bloodsucking pests.
One approach may be to fight mosquitoes

with mosguitoes

Florida A and M U s John A Mul

rennan S¢ Laboratory in Panama City is .

ing cannibals that in the larval stage eat

larvae ot other mosquitoes. As adults they feed
on L nectar so are han:nlcu to peopie.
research began a few years ago with a
tic tropical from Burma, but the
nch-lopg (2 5-centimetre-long) creatures
proved better actors than killers. The lab pro-
vided some of the glamts for the movie
‘Jurassic Park." But the species doesn't adapt
well to Florida's climate.

“There's a problem with its ability to owver-
winter in Florida.” said lab director John
Smith. Scientists are looking at ether cannibal
species that may adapt better.

The u:uverﬂtrs researchers also are study-
ing microscopic arthr , called copepods.
that feed on newiy ha to larvae.

They are easy to rear and their tiny size
means they can be applied to mosquito -
ing areas. such as stagnant . with con-

ventional pesticide equipment such as back-
pack sprayers. Smith said.
A bacterium isolated in also can be
kﬂ:lihl:;:an insecticide. A larva “will pull
t ittle toxic spore crystals into its body
thi it's food.” Smith said “Once it's in-
side. | sically disemboweis the mosquito
Another potential weapon under st udg“lt
the urdver lab is a hormone g
::3- ) mosqguitoes from into
ts. Although effective. it doesn't work well

ical, Ent

in highly polluted. environments or {f not ap-
plied at just the right.time, Smith said’

Scientisis at the University of Florida's Med-
Laboratory in Vero Beach are
trying to find out what it is about the Asian
tiger mosquito that seems o be killing oli yei-
low-fever mosquitoes

The answer could have major implications
for worldwide disease conitrol.

The yellow-fever mesquito is the top
?preadcr of its namesake disease and Dengue
ever

The Asian tiger's advance has cnrrupnnd-:nt
with a decline of yellow-fever mosquitoes,
something everni a multimillion-dollar eradica-
tion effort falled to do in the |1960s. sgid
Florida profrsser George O Meara.

Omne theory is the Asian tiger may be carry-
ing certain pat s that do not affect. them
but are deadly te vellow-igyer mosquitloes,
= F:sdunj-'d htr: alread

Fresearc re reparing
to field-test a pa 1'za.l]n.rnj lhg: has

been eflective in thr Inhurl against the lar-
vae of the to.
The US Au Hamard state and'lederal

environmental regulators have given peritus-
sion to release the protozoan in semicontrolled
conditions at ﬁai:mllc A similar test is hrlng

planped for Argentina.

The protozoan has an advantage over some '

of the nlh:r biological alt:rnattvru such as
copepods, hormones and toxic u because
it wouldn't have to be r I pplird by
mechanical means, Barnar

it would be spread by t':mah' mosquitoes

and then te itself in the environme::!
The § alsa is studying a tiny nema-
tode. The wormlike parasite, isolat fnn Ar-

gentina, lives lnlld: a mooc} uito larva. growing
to eventually take its body cavity

“You can look nt these (hings undr:r the
scope and you can seg these nematodes wound
around inside.” Barnard said. “It's like a non-

. stop corkscrew.”

Although blological alternatives have shown
promise, no one is ready to declare victory In
the uito war.

“We're always really careful about talki
about biecontrol ts because it's an area
research L at expectation ]_uni hasn't been met
in terms bf field ation.” Barnard said. "A
lot of e are pretty skeptical.”

have shown

But, he sald, mosgquitoes already
they can develop resistance to chemicals and

there are limits on how much insecticide for
muilas can be cha to overcome that ability

“When that ers out, if there isn't some.
thing in place then we won't have any way fo
gmitrol mosquitoes”. Barnard said

Troops get mandate to use

-force against Chechens

MOSCOW, July 18: Russian Moscow's commitment

troops, battling separatist peaceful settlement to the 19
guerillas In the southern month conflict

Chechen region. have been A six week truce agreed in
given a mandate by Prime Min- May has collapsed and the

ister Viktor Chernomyrdin to warting parties blame ea

use . jorce to keep Lhe peace

rocess on (rack, reports Chermmomyrdin, who is not

uter regarded as hardliner on

A meeting on Wedniesday of Chechnya lashed out at n:.-hell
Russia's state commission on on Wednesday for stirrir

Chechnya | out a strat-
egy for hm the conllict

for the rest of this year, ITAR- ace.

to restore

Tass news naid AP adds, authorities on
C hrrnnmﬂ'd n and other Thursday found the bodies of
pll'l,lrl to adhere 10 Russian POWs enslaved,

lortured and then executed
Chechen rebels,

Prﬂidtn Boris Yeltsin's
plln for ending the fighting

to a

ch

other for violating the accords.

violence and said military nrtr
would be applied I necessary

by

announced with at (anfare The bodies of four officers
during his re-election cam- and six soldiers were found
patgn near the v!l]-gr of Khatuni In
An upsurge in fighting al-  southeastern Chechnoya, whm
most immediately alfter Russian forces are pursul
Yeltsin's July 3 clection viclory recent offensive against |t
| has raised doubts about  separatists. -



