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Partial view (L) of the inundated Bridge Road in Gaibandha to

Purbapara.
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Wife strangulated
+ to.death

From Qur Correspondent

FARIDPUR, July 17; Husband
and his second wife allegedly
killed the first wife in
Nagarkanda thana recently.,

It is reported that Nirumia.
35, of village Chandibardi-un-
der Nagarkanda thana had two
wives who were at dagpgers
drawn and ° quarreled too
often. | \

On the day of incident, the
two wives were reportedly en-
gaged in bitter quarrel throw-
inﬁl abuses to each other in
filthy languages. At one stage of
the quarrel husband Nirumia
and his second wife fell upon
the first wife Aytunnessa, 30,
and strangulated her to death.
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Development works
‘worth Tk 11 cr
completed at
RU during last
S-year plan

" From RU Correspondent

RMSHM;W }JHIVERSIT&I’E
July 17..A opment wor

inwolving Tk 11 crore 8 lakh
87 thousand have been com-
pleted at Rajshahi University

under last 4th 5-year plan
(1991-95) -which ended in
June 1995. Four new d -
ments and one Institute have

been established under  this

Rajshahi University develop-,

ment project. The newly in-
troduced departmeénts are,
Public Administration, Library
and Informafion Science,
Computer Sciénce and Fine
Arts. Institute of Biological
Sciences is the only Institute
that introduced under last
fourth 6-year plan. The con-
ﬁ:im of Shaheed Ziaur
man Hall and Begum
Khaleda Zia Hall, extension of
Bty Bibrs Hel ne see
T . have
been completed #inder this

dﬂ!:b%;l::n( ect.

Institutes and two new de-
troduced befiﬁu m{:
l: res vely a
l-w‘lhlhl Mm;f“umr the
5th five year pian (1995-
2000). RU office -nurc?‘ said.
Government changing the five
inte 3 years al-
Tk 10 crore 5 in

this . From this amount
under t and t:a;:thv
programme {wo new -

. ts namely Population
and Human Resources
Development, Genetics .and
Breeding and two new

Institutes viz Institute of
Business Administration and
Institute -of Environmental
Science would be established.
Moreover - establishing a

. Institute of Language

S fectarch ot Ragebuady Onvecelty’ [

¥ 'ﬂ1 rm . o
recetving fund..
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quiry .commission

1993 BDR firing killed 5 in Jakiganj |

Inquiry report not yet published

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 17: Neither
the report on the judicial en-
dquiry commission formed fol-
lowing the killing of five vN-
lagers by BDR firing three
iﬂ:ars ago has yet been pub-
ished, nor the government
has taken any step to imple-
tn;l:nt hthri recommendations,

ough a long time has already
passed

It may be stated here that,
on July 26 in the 1993, a
gruug of BDR jawans from a
nearby Border Out Post (BOP)
went to the Telikhal embank-
ment and opened fire on the
villagers out any provoca-
tion. The villagers who from
different adjoining areas ear-
llfer had gone there a short-
while before the incident to
cut off the key point of the
embankment attempting to
save several thuuaamf acres of
:iand which face mmna]F inun-
ation every year. Four persons
died on the spot while another
succumbed to his injuries in
the hospital.
The murders by BDR firing

created much sensation in the

The

region. government on the
next day formed a

€11~

- Ku

with

-Anwarul Haque, District and
Sessions Judge of Kishoreganj
as its Chairman and asked it to
submit its report to the gov-
ernment, by - September '93
with recommendations.

The people of Jakiganj
thana demanded for immedi-
ate publication of the report
and also ‘demanded for early
execution of the recommenda-
tions. Several representations
were placed before the author-
ities in this regard. but all in
vain

It may be stated here that,
the swelling waters from the
u]ﬁxr hilly areas across the
Indian borders cause damage

lo the standing erops on thou-
sands of acres of croplands in
Jakiganj, Beanibazar. Bis-
wanath and Balaganj thanas in
Sylhet and considerable areas
in the district of Sunamganj

" every year. :

. The situation goes abnormal
when the hilly water cause
breaches at points through the
Dyke constructed by
the Water Development Board
inundating large number of
villages in different thanas.
Erosion in the rivers also

contribute to this situation ey-
ery year. Almost all the starting
points of ‘the canals which
start from the river Kushiyara
were blocked due-lo gonstruc-
tion of embankments. These
unplanned embankments
though provided fishing facili-
ties but blocked the way of the
outlet of waters especially dur-
ing the monsoon. :

It leads to overflowing of
the river on both sides,
Besides, about 30 thousand
acres of land in the low-lying
areas have been sufferi
much from stagnancy of wa-
ters. Of this, 15 thousand acres
of land was totally unfit for
cultivation. The rest areas also
go under water almost every
year as the surface water can
not roll down to the rivers due
to the embankments.

Every year, additional lands
are becoming uncultivable as
the stagnancy of water has
been extending to the adjacent

s.
Common farmers prefer
epening of the entry points of
the embankments to save their
lands from the cluiches of fre-
quent floods. Due to this, they
have to face occasional clashes

ng very .

withla small number of fisher-
men groups. :
Agitation among the

] pecrgl_e
went extreme following the

killing of 5 villagers in the BDR
firing. The situation was con-
trolled as the government as-
sured the people of taking
necessary steps for opening
the key poinfs of the embank-
ments.

All these pgroblems were
discussed threadbare in sev-
eral meetings of the Jakigan
Thana Development Council.
All the chairmen of the union
parishads viewed that, faulty
and unplanned construction of
the Dyke and embankments
had caused the situation due to
which water stagnant areas
were increasing and flooding
the areas -has become a regular
[eature, they said.

They also’ maintained that,
with a view to avoiding the
untoward incidents in future,
immediate steps should be
taken for opening the key-

oints of the embankments.

ey also called for taking a
master plan for construction of
Dyke, embankments and for
dredging of the rivers.
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Bril}iant students,

VArious organisations
awarded Tk 6 lakh

. From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, July
17. Nawabganj education. cul-
ture. health and games devel-
gpment trust distributed 6
lakh 27 thousand taka among
the brilliant students and edu-
catwonal, cultural and social
wellare -organizations during
he last four

. -~
" The trust ga{-!“lz thausand
taka to 21 briliant students. 5

lakh 73 thousand taka to vari-
ous educational, cultural and
social welfare institutions and

o

40,000 families shelterless due to erosion

About two lakh people leading
miserable lives in Jamalpur -

- b1

JAMALPUR, July 17: About
two lakh people of different
char areas in seven thanas of
the district who were ren-
dered homeless by the contin-
ued river erosiong have been
living inhuman lives.

e erosion affected unions
are: Nowarpara. Chinduli,
Shapdari, Belgassa, Kulkandi,
Goalerchar, Charguali unions in

Islampur thana, Bahadurabad.
Perramrampur unions in
Dewanganj thana. Balijuri,

Jarkata, Pakerdah unions in
Madarganj thana. and some ar-
eas of sadar thana. ~

These homeless people
took shelter on flood control
embankments after their
homesteads were raged or
washed away hy fi{rsun:hlmj €ro-
sion over the last five years.

A few of victims have
erected slums and the rest are
virtually living under the open

’ ijnu[ﬂciai source said at
least 12000 kutcha houses
were tlotally damaged during

the last five years by the flood

and erosion in different char |

areas ‘rendering about 40.000
[amilies shelterless.

Different non-government
Oorganisations (NGOs) dis-

} tributed house-building mate-

rials among the affected fami-
lies and the gther families are
still remaining homeless.

In Dewanganj thana all the

From Our Correspondent

Reliable sources said, these
distressed people wWere facing
starvation and scarcity of
drinking water and cinthm%s.

Meanwhile, about sixty-five
villages in Islampur thana were
eroded by the rivers Jamuna
and Brahmaputra during the
1988 devastating flood render-
ing about 20.000 people
homeless. These erosion
victims have taken shelter on
Brahmaputra and Harindara
flood control embankment.
Thousands of slums have been
erected on either side of em-
bankments posing hindrance

of Shapd

pated in the procéssion that
paraded* the streets in the
town chanting various slogans.

They submitted papers ap-
aling to the local authorities

or rehabilitation but that came
to no effect.

On the other hand, -hun-

dreds of homeless people re-
cently migrated to Dh
seeking work and food and
shelter.

a city

Md Nurul Islam, Chairman
ari Union in Islampur

-thana told this correspondent

to repair and maintenance

wolrk on the embankment.
Meanwhile, about one thou-
sand homeless people brought
out a procession in Dewanganj,
from Jamalpur district towns
demandin shelter. Men,
women and children from the
erected slum areas partici-

that over 90 per cent area of
the union were eroded except
one village by the Jamuna dur-
ing thre last five years. The
chairman himself is homeless
who took shelter in Islampur
thana parishad staff quarter.

The homeless people have
demanded their rehagilitauun
immediately.

Wife, alleged lover

chopped to death

BARISAL, July 17: Two per-
sons were chopped to death
and another two were injured
following an alleged illegal love

Another two. Selina Akhtar,
17 and Abdul Kader, 35, — the
victim's neighbours — were
also injured when they tried to

_—— organisations. 12 thousand people of 42 villages have been ﬂﬂ?:llr tugile 31 [i}ha:ﬁ villag? n;:cs}:st osarraf during the in-
. - g5~ 2 J taka to the proficient people in rendered homeless during the Ifjli” = d eie e b ar]lad D e
Imp()ﬂer LA™ 3 . o . ”1':1 !:;m! of sports. culture |floods and erosion. Flood wa. Hﬂrr?{i;;l;l :,.i:;ﬂ il Soon after the incident, vil-
’ - r : . At ucation and 1 ]Jakh 60 ; ; iz ‘
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C}HTTQ%DHG im dormitories. . : otar photo Association. }-:ﬂ ﬂi FEandsuH in 200 villages. puller chopped his wife Lucky. scene. They handed him over
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found -+ Loy =g C £ - alam, 24, lo death when he -
Wﬂruh‘: took delivery of/ Semlna_r On effeCtS Of Changlng eDVlI'Onmen[ ltllral labourers. were unem- came to know that his wife hzu{l lo Barisal She:-e-Bangla
most by ) - - — a— » ployed developed i=|t‘j._’,i'l_| love affair Mt‘:f'":fl" Lﬂl:fﬁg hu:pilal in a
: . with Abul Kalam, a distant rela-  Crilical conc 1. casc was
= wonens s | Plants, animals increasingly disappearing | Dacoits fire on | it e
; ]
toms Authority ordered ? : ' . 3
an immediate investigation in : < 2 pO[]CE w Ctg J al I' B h d b d h t
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From _ o X olice constables received From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY. added, The climatic condition crops excess in few HYV is de- expansion than horizontal). yullet injuries when armed da- | -
July 17: Prof M Eusuf All, Vice- of our country is also changing creasing The speakers concluded coits lired on a police patrol JAMALPUR, July 17 the rall medicine, and drinking water,
Chancellor of Univer- due to green house effects, * Alr. waler, land pollution that regional exploitation of leani fecently at Chowdhury-, communication belween .Ja. About 2,000 tube-wells has
sity has said due to adverse ef- like facing hllﬂ.h temperature.  and human health hazards, are  this northern areas of Bang para under Chandgae thana in| malpur-Bahadurabad ghat and gone under two to eight feet”
fect of Farakka Barrage a grad- less rainfall, frequent cyclone, taking place gradually. And Jadesh is necessary 1o mai tain the cily lere Jamalpur-Jagannathganj ghat deep water. Several hundred
ual but alarming environmental severe drought. etc domestic animals products susta nability of brodive ity They are identificd as | has been digfup“—:{j ,:". ,UP‘,-”_ people have shelter on the roof
changes was Yisible in the Prof Altal said that global (milk. meat, skin etc.) are dé¢-  and to keep the environ. ent Jasim (ddin and Jamal Uddin undation by fleod water o\ rail of houses and trees in rural ar-
northern of the . chmatic changes may occur in creasing wild animals fthirds, free lrom any crisis. Seek Lelp They were admitted into Chit- lines in rﬁﬂ:rent | Iﬁces lt::n eas of the district.
He was at w the Ist gquartér of the 7 1st mammals, amphibia etc.) arg  from all sectors like national tagong Medical College Hospi these route during the last 24 Reliable sources said that
nar title —"Effects dcnrﬁl century. He also said that fun reducing for distraction of en- regional and international level t i P hours, according to official (wo lakh maund of paddy.
Environment on Northern nel s coastal areas of vironment. And ponds are con- and cooperation of scientists, Police said the dacoits ijrcéﬁ The raiigcmnmumca— wheat, onion were washed
of Bangladesh” organised Bangladesh and its world fa- verted inte swamps and then social scientists, economists '{:-prurd fire wherni the atrﬁl tion is likely to be suspended away by the flood. About
EBHM Association for mous mangrove forest may  agriculture land educated persons for manage team challenged them HEI the | any time today, sources E;ld 25.000 pouitry, cattle head
Advancement of Science submerge completely under The seminar also took a ment of socio-economic envir dacoits immediately fled from The flood affected peopl were missing in the affected
(BAAS) Rajshahi Chapter saline water and one third of series ol recommendations to  onmental sustainability i puhrr saicl wre sulfering from alicartggrpf areas.
receri our economic activities along maintain the sustainability of : ‘ & _ N

Ashik wants
to be a pilot.

Ashik Noon who has se-

M Altafl Hussain., Pro-
Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi
University and President of
BAAS local chapter presented

she at the sem-
.m.iu'.kel{zc in his paper

said that, plants and animals in

the region disap-
pearing Gue Lo copandng 0
¢ Goughis s poversy
SEvVeTe s and ;
A ' area, about

29pucm1dnctcuitw¢]e

with people and ecosystem
will be ted.

The key-notes speaker Prof
Altaf Hussain in his concluding
speech that due to adverse ef
fects of Farakka barrage and
perspective of changing envi
ronment like water scarcity
untime and less rainfadl. un-
time flood caused the follow

* Fish productien reduced
in the natural water - includ-

biodiversity viz a wviz. plany
conservation is a must through
afforestation. reafforestation to
Increase muliti-species grass
land and-high trees forest. im-
plementation of laws for forest,
grass land and wild life pro-
tection. Fuel supply must be
granted by using natural gas,
solar energy. biogas. mineral
energy. hydro-electricity. ato-
mic energy. introducing
proved cooker eic.

aircraft pilot, says a press re- area has been t under ing Hilsa and others. Killing of wild birds and an-
lease. : flood control and draina * reproduction of aguatic- tmals should be protected
His father. A K Firoz Noon | (pcp & disndl FCD-hTig!: economic species hampered. through international laws. Wet

mmmmﬂmﬂc;um is a drastically changed the inland rials (thatched grass, bamboos. ated agquaculture model with
e water aguatic environment elc) (People used bricks for s emphasis on agriculture

Ashik awards in draw- both quantitatively and qualita- that, trees) are reduced in Flood water and rain water
ings from Academy and tively. adversely affecting habi- number. conservation in needed. Which
S-hilhru u s i ds ﬁ'u a child tat condi of the open wa- * Sudden high-flood Laking can be possible through land
3 st }; e e visited ter fish other aguatic fauna due lo siltation of river use policy, cluster village on
apan. visited Saudi and flora.. s (effect of river dam). the bank of the union level sur-

tion FCDI) projects which

A.lamluﬂ‘tnlandog

fishery production
been steadily declining, he

* house construction mate-

* Wetland converted _into

lands.
* Production of agriculture

land should be used for inte-

face water should be reserved.

Land and water use policy

must be adopted (nheed vertical

e

@

| families living next to Jamuna ri:

TANGAIL: Kakua chanpel a tributary of Jamuna attack (top left) Kukua char village areas. Ip the same village (top ri?‘.hli
victims moving to safer place dismantling their ten-shed houses An erosion hit {amily in Khandokar Para of Geb-
indadash Union (bottom left) on way for shelter. Houses being dismantled in a village of Bhuapur thana by a number of

— Star photos by Manirul Ilslam Manik



