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US likely to shift substantial
number of troops within KSA

WASHINGTON, July 17: The
US military salid on Tuesday it
expecled to announce soon a
Bi:n to shift a substantial num-

r of American troops within
Saudi Arabla to protect them
better from terrorist attack,
reports Reuter.

The move, which the
Pentagon predicted will be
supported by Saudi leaders,

l':vuu ;1 Iniln;w Lhe I.Jum: 25 truck
ombi of a milit complex
near Bﬁahran thaTykIIIEdPIB
US airmen and injured hun-
dreds of others.

“Those plans have been un-
der discussion within Centcom
(the US Central Command)
and between Centcom and
Saudi Arabia.” Defence
Department spokesman Ken
Bacon said

'l expect that we will have
details to announce soon on a
possible movement of US
troops. .in the end. | believe a

International
Protection from further terrorist attack

fairly substantial number of our
troops will be moved.” he said
he United States has

23,000 troops stationed in the
kingdom and wants to move
some [rom high-profile bases
such as an airbase near
Dhahran to more remote fa-
cilities for their protection

Five American troops also
were killed in a car bomb blast
at a base In Riyadh last
November

US officials have expressed
concern abgut Saudi coopera-
tion with American Investiga-
tors in the June blast. but
Bacon said the Saudis have re-
cently expressed a strong de-
sire to help protect American
lroops.

e official Saudi press
agency reported over the
weekend that Defence
Minister Prince Sultan said
Rivadh did not favour the
Pentagon proposal to move

lroops. But US and Saudi offi-

clals said on Monday tha! the

stalement had been taken out
of context.
‘It was the Saudis who first
recommended moving some
US troops of Rivadh to a more
remote, less urban location. [t
was their idea after the bornb-
ing on November 13 in Riyadh
that it would be easier to pro-
tect US troops if they were
outside of on urban environ-
ment.” he said
FBI Director Louis Freeh
visited Saudi Arabia last week
to press for closer cooperation
in the bombing investigation.
No arrests have been an-
nounced but there has been
speculation that the attack was
carried out by an anti-western
Emu of Saudis also responsi-
le for last November's bomb-
1r;g Four men were beheaded
after confessing in the first in-
ctdent.

Koko Morinoue (L} and Dr Yamaoka Tetsuya are garlanded
with flowers and currency notes during their wedding July
16 in New Delhi. The couple, both from Tokyo, Japan, and
being extremely fond of India decided to wed in the tradi-

tional Hindu custom.

Dl'llogs S‘Eized in TOkyﬂ: Police seized more

than 5 kg, (1.1001b} of amphetamine in Yokohama in the
largest confiscatiog of its kind on record in Japan. police
sources said yesteMay. Reuter reports from Tokyo.

Customs officials at the port of Yokohama. near Tokyo. last
week found 250 kg ( 550 Ib) of amphetamine packed inside
- cans of cooked bamboo shoots imported from a southeast
Asian country.

New Russian defence minister:

Russian President Boris Yeltsin yesterday appointed General
lgor Rodionov, chief of the general ﬂta%’f academy, as new
elence minister, the Kremlin press seryvice said. Reuter
reports from Moscow. '

Rodionov, 59, and a career military man, replaces Hawkish
Pavel Grachev whom Yeltsin sacked on June 18. Rodionov will
take over from the Caretaker minfster. chief of the general

staff Mikhail Kilesnikov.
Forest fire rages in Brazil 'k

forest fire has charred 32,000 to 37.000 acres [13.000 and
15,000 hectares) in a national park in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
firefighters said, AP reports from Brazil.

ile no one has been injured by the blaze in the Serra
Lanastra national park, danfage to the land is considerable.
Sgt Jose Reis Mattos, a fireman in the nearby city of Passos,

said Tuesday.
7 Congress workers held in Delhi:

Seven Congress workers. including Delhi Youth Congress-I
president, Jagdish Yadav were arrested when supporters of
two rival groups clashed outside the official residence of
senior Congress leader, Pranab Mukherjee. Thursday evening,
PT1 reports from New Delhi.

The DCP New Delhi district. Dr Aditya Arya said the
incident took place when two supporters of the dissident
group shouted anti-Rao slogans outside the residence of
Mukherjee. where an informal CWC meeting was in progress.

L ] L]
Indian FF' Dr Aruna improving.
Renowned freedom fighter. Dr Aruna Asaf Ali.” was shifted out
of the Intensive Care Unit of the Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital
in New Delhi Tuesday. PTI reportis from New Delhi.

Her condition was better, Dr S P arwal. medical super-
intendent of the hospital, said. "She has been shifted to a
room but is being fed through a tube.” he said.

Gore visits Kovalyvev in Russia: us

Vice President Al Gore paid a 30 minute hospital visit to
Sergei Kovalyev, a former human rights adviser to President
Boris Yeltsin who resigned his Kremlin post in protest over
the war in Chechnya, Reuter reports from Moscow.

Kovalyev has been hospitalised after suffering a heart at-
tack and Gore wanted to visit him out of respect for Russia’'s
leading- human rights activist, said Press Secretary Peggy
Wilhide. who was travelling with Gore.

Assam floods death toll 20: m. 1oos

situation in Assam continued to remain grim as nearly two
million people of nine districts of the state were affected and
the death toll rose to twenty, PTI reports from Guwahati,

Officials sources said in Guwahati that the Brahmaputra
and its tributaries continued to rise in most places as hun-
dreds of villages were under water in Dhemaji. Lakhimpur
and Nalbari districts. The death toll rose to 20 with report of
one more death from Nalbari district. Unconfirmed reports
said that two children were washed away by flood water in the
same district. '

Amr Mussa back home: coptian

Foreign Minister Amr Mussa returned in Cairo late Tuesday
[rom Moscow where he won.a Russian call for Israel to push
forward the peace process, AFP reports from Cairo,

Mussa told journalists at Cairo airport upon arrival that his
two day visit to Moscow was "very good and positive.” "It has
shown that Russo-Egyptian relations are in a good state of
movement. The Russian role as a co-sponsor of the Middle
East peace process will be reactivated, Mussa said. ¢ :

and Pakistan to build an effec-

— AFP photo

Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic (L) shakes han

e

29 killed in
HK hotel fire

HONG KONG. July 17 Al

wast 29 people were killed in

a fire which broke out early

loday imn a hotel in southern

China s Shenzhen Special Eco-
nomic Zone. officials said re-
ports AFP

Thirteen others were in-
jured in the fire when they

umped from windows in the
dﬂdﬂmﬁS!Hmu}m at the bor-

t o . the offi-
clals said. 0e Ko

They said the fire broke out
in the hotel's restaurant and
has been extinguished.

There were some 200 gu-
esls staying at the hotel at the
time of the fire, they added

Local authaorities were car-

mmrt:rvuu;ntmg the cause of

Israel to ease
blockade of WB,
Gaza Strip

JERUSALEM, July 17: The

Israeli government decided
Tuesday to ease the 19-week
block of the West Bank and

Gaza Strip which has kept tens
of thousands of Palestinians
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Legal campaign for Di's
royal status launched

LONDON, July 17: A British
newspaper launched a legal
campaign on Wednesday to re-
gain Princess Diana's royal
status and title after she re-
signed as patron of nearly 100
charities, re Reuter.

The Daily Mirtor, a top
selling tabloid. said it had writ-
teri to Queen Elizabeth's proc-
tor. who the mona-
rchy in matrimonial matters
urging him to intervene in the
divorce roceedings and
restore to the title 'hér

“We have asked for a Z
e

t:umcm:ntu{thcdm
ute — due on August 28

Dianas royal status is re-
stored.” the newspaper said.
urging readers to sign a peti-
tion

It claimed Diana's decision
to trim her charity world was
directly due to the loss of her
title and ¢ in - status as

part of the divorce agreement.
The Daily Mirror believes

that the remowval of the title is

damaging to the public inter-
-est, and goes against pubiic

opinion, the newspaper s edi-
tor Priers Morgan said. .

left
shocked and saddened by Di-

-2 i
The charities were

anas surprise i,
which came just a day after the

start of her divorce -
e s povcend

ds with US envoy Richard Holbrooke

(R) who arrived in Sarajevo Tuesday on the first leg of a pre-Bosnian elections Balkan
lour to obtain the ouster of indicted war criminals General Ratko Mladic and Radovan
Karadzic. leader of the Bosnian Serb ruling party.

— AFP/UNB photo

If indicted Serb criminals allowed to take part

Bosnian Muslims threaten

to boycott polls

SARAJERVO. July 17: Bos-
nian President Aliza lzetbe-
govic warned visiting US
Eeaccmaker Richard Hol-

rooke on Tuesday that Mus-
lims may boycott postwar
elections if indicted Serb war
criminals are allowed to take
part. reporis Reuter.

Holbrooke., architect of the
1995 Dayton peace treaty for
Bosnia, returned to the region
on Monday to rescue sagging
international efforts to remove
separatist Serb leader Radovan
Faradzic from political life.

The maiti aim of Hol-
brooke's mission was t¢ lean
on President S.obodan Milo-
sevic of Serbia, the Bosnian
Serb’s patron to depose
Karadzic while the west de-
bates how best to arrest him
for trial before a UN tribunal.

[zetbegovic said that while
NATO peace troops had sepa-
rated Bosnia's ethnic armies
admirable many
aspects of the Dayton accord

had not been implemented.
Meanwhile, international

war crimes investigators said
on Tmsdaz_ they had exhumed
86 bodies from a mass grave of
Muslims machinegunned by
Serb forces near the eastern
Bosnian town of Srebrenica a
year ago.

“There are up to 30 more
still buried here." said team
leader William Haglund after a
ninth day of arduous, grisly
labour to excavate the first of
several suspected mass tombs
in support of indictments
against Serb commanders.

Around 8,000 Muslims
went missing after separatist

civilian *

Serbs overran Srebrenica, a
Musllm-Papulalcd overnment
enclave in eastern Bosnia that
was designated a UN "safe
area.”

Witnesses have told the In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal
on former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
that many Muslim men were
executed as prisoners or killed
in ambushes as they fled the
region.

The ICTY, based in THhe
Haiue, has indicted Bosnian
Serb political leader Radovan
Karadzic and army chief Gen-
eral Ratko Mladic for alleged
enocide and crimes agiinst

winanty,
Investigators toiled on
heal and

Tuesday in mu
torrential rain teo lift the often

skeletal, crumbling bodies out .

of trenches

US pop star Michael Jackson

Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, Tuesday.

performs before an estimated audience of 60,000 in

— AFP/ UNB photo

US envoy urges India, Pakistan to resolve crisis

QUETTA, Pakistan, July 1

I have come here today be-
cause of my conviction that
India and Pakistan, the two
dominant nations of South
Asia, have greatness within
their grasp, US Ambassador to
India Frank Wisner said in re-
marks to the Command and
Staff College in Quetta,
i?:kistan on July 10, reports

I have come here to urge
you. as | do every day wit
ndians, to seize the opportu-
nity you have before vou, to
bring an end to the genera-
tions of animosity and mistrust
that have been permitted to
define “gnur bilateral relatjon-
ship, Wisner told the gathering
of - ct: :}Ehda!a.

“"The of South Asian
politics is aﬁgut that brothers di-
vide,” Wisner said .... The
tragedy is the inability of the
political leadership® of India

tive constituency for peace. |
believe there is a perceptible

desire for peace on both sides
of the border."
Wisner said the United

States — indeed, all friends of
India and Pakistan — welcome
the overture from Pakistan's
Prime Minister to the new
Indian government of Deve
Gowda to resume discussions
on the entire range of issues
between the two countries.

While acknowledging that
the United States has found
"‘common round” with
Pakistan and India over the
decades, Wisner said "The
truth is, as our, relationships
grow in breadth and complex-
ity, the likelihood alscmuﬂ;mws of

divergent opinions surfacing.
* One of the issues in whic

the United States has differ-
ences with both Pakistan and
India is on the most effective

/

approach to national defence
and security. "The most effec-
tive policy is one that eschews
these (nuclear) weapons and
strengthens conventional ca-
abilities ... We would like
akistan and India to join the
great majority of nations in the
world, travelling down the
road to the end of the unclear
age." The Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty ( T). he said, "is
a good treaty and a step in the
right direction. One day we
hope you will be convinced."

Wisner pointed to two aregs
to which he hoped the gov-
ernments of India and Pakistan
will pay particular attention:
formalising trade ties and the
bilateral political relationship
between the two countries,
especially over Kashmir.

In my travels throughout
India and this region. I have
come face-to-face with wides-
pread and crushing poverty —

the depth and breadth of
which exists nowhere else in
the world," the ambassador
stated.' "Poverty and the social
decay it breeds are as much a
threat to the national security
of the nations of South Asia as
any ballistic missile,
Fortunately, there is a weapon
that strikes at the heart of’
poverty — it is the free market
where freemen trade and
invest freely, increase wealth
and share it."

Wisner also pointed out
that "there is a political divi-
dend to improving trade ties.
We have seen elsewhere that,
in the absence of political so-
lutions, developing economic
links can serve as an important
step towards better relations.”

Kashmir, Wisner
advised that both countries
should set to one side the
troubled history of the
Kashmir dispute ... and "take a

fresh look at your assumptions

80 that you can arrive at new

conclusions.” The ambassador
cited the desire of the new
government in New Delhi to
offer "maximum autonomy to
the people of Kashmir, dia-
logue between political leaders
from Kashmir and the gov-
ernment in New Delhi and
elections in the state as
"compelling reasons why the
time is right to look again at
the issue of Kashmir,"

The ambassador stressed
that India and Pakistan must
engage themselves "fully and
forcefully if peace and prosper-
ity are to prevail in this region
... We also have faith in the abil-
ity of your two countries to re-
solve differences and demon-
strate to the world that con-
flict has been discredited as a
method of problem-solving,"
he said.

'such as "Billie Jean”,

from their jobs and restricted
the flow of goods, reports AP
The decision came two days
beiore Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was to meet
with tian President Hosni
Mubarak to discuss the future
of lsraeli-Palestinian peace-

Mm-Tuandh}f. a Palestinian
official said Yasser Arafat re-
fused to take a call from Ne-

ing to up a meeting with
the Palestinian leader

Later Tuesday. Israel Tele-
vision reported that Gold met
in Jerusalem with Mahmoud
Abbas, the No 2 man in the
PLO. The report said the talks
were in preparation for a
meeting soon between lsraeli
Foreign Minister David Levy
and
thetr discussion were available

Indian SC rules

Asking for dowry

an offence
NEW DELHI. July 17
India’'s supreme court has

ruled that asking for dowry is
an ollence, toughening a 1961
law which declared dowries
i1l ;T AFP

Tuesday that "demand for
dowry" was in itselfl a violation
of the dowry prohibition act.

The supreme court ruling
came in a case in which a

istrative service (IAS) appealed
against his imprisonment on
charges that he had demanded
dowry of his fiancee's family.

IAS officers, doctors and
other professionals command
huge sums in dowry in pre-
nuptial negotiations for mar-
riages contracted in the tradi-
tional manner.

The practice of paying
dowry remains widespread in
India despite being declared
illegal.

Social activists say that am-
biguously-worded anti-dowry
legislation, a time-consumin
judiciary and outdated soci
nores are responsible for the
practice continuing.

Jackson
steals
the show

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN.,
Brunei, July 17: Pop king
Michael Jackson burst on a
stage under a rain of gold and
white sparkers to sing, moon-
walk and dance for the world's
richest man and his subjects
on Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Jackson entertained about
60,000 people in the tiny oil
rich kingdom of Brunei in a
two-hour show sponsored by
the state for the 50th birthda
of its ruler, Sir Hassana

Acco ding to F mag

cor to Fortune a-
zine, Hassanal is the world's
richest man, worth 40 billion.

Brunei which also invited
Prince Charles to the celebra-
tions was believed to be pa
Jackson between 15 million

,dollar and 20 million, govern-

ment sources said.
The American star perfor-
med 15 songs, including hits
“Thri-
ller", "You're not alone" and
"Black and white”, at a Disney

and shows are free.

BJP MPS asked
to declare assets
within 30 days

NEW DELHI July 17: All
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

embers of Parliament have
n as to declare their as-

sets within 30 days to the
party president. L K Advani,
reports PTI.
Stating this here yesterday
the gart}r's Deputy leader in
Lok Sabha, Jaswant Singh said
this was to ensure trans-
arency in public life promised
y the party in its election
manifesto.
He said the Members of
Parliament have been advised
to submit lists of their assets
to Advani through him.
The party would also be
holding a two-day workshop on
August three and four for its
new members of parliament
numbering 85, Ram Naik said.
This was decided at the
arliamentary party meeting
Ecld this morning, he said.
A legal commitiee headed
by Ghuman Mal Lodha has been
formed to examine bills pre-
sented in parliament with

Batznpnl Jain as its convenor,
Naik said.

tanyahu's fore icy ad-
viser. Gﬂlfnd{?lﬂn try-

afat. No other details of

udges A S Anand and M K
Mukherjee said in a ruling

young man who had entered
. the prestigious Indian admin-

Off the Record
Dogs save 350 villagers

CHUANABHATI: The belief that
saved the lives of 350 hill

ral c

bark before any natu-
of Chuikhim

Basti of landslide hit Kalimpong sub-division on Friday last.

reports PT1

Am.mmdmmmm Ratna

Ahrdur G
day. all 350 vi
heavy rains to a safer place.

After an hour, a bi
and 13 houses. incl

said that as dogs atml
8 led by him, ran modre than a in

chunk of rock slided down the river
ng Gurung

buried

5. wWare C

under the debris and 33 others were severely damaged.

Fossil of prehistoric
Peruvian horse found

LIMA: A %:»u'p of French scientists said on Thursday
had found the fossil of a prehistoric horse that roamed the

Peruvian coast up to 23,
The scientists discover

they
s ago. reports Reuter.

the fossil as they scoured the

coastal desert around Trujillo, 360 miles (570 kms) north of

Lima, while searching for
inhabitants.

The

ues about the region's first human
group has also discovered incomplete fossils of an

elephant like mastodont, a fox and a deer. which lived in the
area 4,000 years before the first humans, said anthropologist

Calude Chaucat.

‘According to our investigations there seems to be no
connection between the animals and humans.” the scientist

said

Global ban on N-tests :

Japanese FM calls on

TOKYO, July 17: Japa
Foreign Minister Yukihikqg
Ikeda today called on India to
ease in Lthe coming weeks its
objection to a glo ban on
nuclear tests, a report said,

el shodiy B that
strongly hope
country deal cons

and flexibly with the issue by
Jhe time a third round of the
conference on disarmament
convenes in late July,” lkeda
was quoted by the Kyodon
[keda. who mentioned India by
name, also reiterated Japan's
appeal to China to desist from

::arr}rlnq out a nuclear test
September, the report said.
China says it will be the last it

will conduct before the treaty
is wrapped up.

Ikeda was. speaking at the
start of an annual conference
on disarmament hosted by

India to ease objections

Japan under the aegis of the
United Nations. :

The forum. gathering 62
diplomats. academics, gov-
= fokis umfam. :h?d : :
s ng place is in
Hiroshima, which n]tmtcl
with N ki as the venue.
Both, cities suffered atomic
bonib blasts by US forces dur-
ing World War [I.

He was (o attend the
Hiroshima Forum but called off
at the last moment, sa that
he was too busy with tr
talks to aun:df? i

Besides lridia, several other
countries have objected to
proposed conditions for set-
ting compliance with the
treaty that include intrusive
inspection of nuclear facilities
in so-called "threshold” coun-
tries considered on the brink
of acquiring a nuclear arsenal.

Land-style park where all rides

Jordanian PM holds talks
with Netanyahu

TEL AVIV. July 17: Jorda-
nian Prime, Minister Abdel
Kajim Kabariti held surprise
talks here late Tuesday with
Benjamin Netanyahu amid
fears for the future of the
Middle East peace process,

' I'Epﬂ‘llﬁ- AFP.

Kabariti. making the first
visit by an Arab minister to
Israel since the victory of t
wing, nationalist leader
Netanyahu in the May 29 elec-
tion, spent 90 minutes with
the Israeli Premier.

"l came here because we
are very concerned for the
peace process, said Kabariti
after the mutin%_ at the
Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv.

But Kabariti said he was
heartened by assurances given
to him by Netanyahu that Israel
would respect its commit-
ments eed in accords with
the Jordanians, Palestinians
and Egyptians.

Since Netanyahu's surprise
election victory over peace ar-
chitect Shimon Peres, Jordan

has been the only Arab state to
refrain from strongly criticis-
ing his policies.

Netanyahu, who is due in
Egypt ursday in his first
visit to an Arab country since
his election, hailed "the im-
portance of the role and con-
tribution to the peace process
of Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak as leader of the Arab
world.

He also said his government
would "Elgalld _its dialogue
with the Palestinian authority,
including with Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat.”

Another AFP reports from
Jerusalem says, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
top top political adviser, Dore
Gold held talks late Tuesday in
Jerusalem with PLO number
two Mahmud Abbas (Abu
Mazen). Israeli army radio said.

The radio gave no details of
the meeting between Gold and
Abu Mazen, who was one of the
Palestinians' main negotiators
during autonomy talks with
Israel.

Clinton lau'nching int'l

WASHINGTON, July 17:
President Clinton is launching
an international campaign to
pressure Fidel Castro into
moving toward democracy and
a better life for Cubans, reports
USIS.

The president will soon
name a special envoy to coor-
dinate the drive, and, using
the possibility of damage suits
against some foreign compa-
nies doing business in Cuba,
will try to persuade other na-
tions to join the United States
in driving Havana along the
path of political and econemic
reform.

"The time has come,"

campaign to pressure
Castro on democracy

Clinton said in a written
statement announcing his de-
cisian on implementing Title
[1l of the Helms-Burton Act,
"for our allies and friends to do
more — to join us in taking
concrete steps to promote
democracy in Cuba.”

The president said he will
allow the provisions of Title [l
"to come into force. As a result
all companies doing business
in Cuba are hereby on netice
that by trafficking in e.xl.u‘oﬁri-
ated Ainerican property. they
face the prospect of lawsuits
and significant lability in the
United States.”



