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ane quality

numbers of the

tevelopme

shelter. health and education.
The wvulnerabilit

bility is often
marginalisation in and exclu-

sion from the socio-economic
mainstream and decision-
m processes. If vulnera-
bility is to be reduced, there is
a need to improve and ensure
access by members of vulnera-
ble groups to shelter, finance,

infrastructure, basic social ser-

vices, safety nets and decision-
reports

it Agenda : Goals and
Principles, Commitments and

making processes,”

the Habitat

G Plan of Action, 1996.
Under this

while entering the 21st cen-
tury, the twin basic human
needs of shelter and food still
elude a vast proporti
.global population. It is imr this

climate affluence and want.

of prosperity and deprivation
ancr thcpcffﬂurc of the interna-

tional community

final two United Nations gath-
erings of this century take
lace — -the June . 1996
ntérnational Conference on

Human Settlements (Habitat 2)

~held in Istanbul and the
Summit on Food Seécurity to be
held in Rome in November
1996. :

The
Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 1) was
held in Vancouver in 1976.
The twenty years since Habitat
1. have seen- phenomenal
changes in the tical, social,
economic, g.?ﬂrnum:ntn} and
technological ' makeup of cir-
cumstances prevailing in hu-

man ! 1.1 billion
le in t world live in a
state of absolute with

income and consumption
levels below nationally-defined
poverty levels. According to
the 1994 Economic and Social
Survey of Asia and the Pacific,

thﬂcgordurlthoutmln}rnf
sic

life's necessities on an
incomc of less than 8370 a
gﬂr aid with very little access
I.‘Iru:mu:mur::«::s. Furthermore, the

. ra represent more
than J;:r cent of the world's
people in devel-

countries. :
Accordi to an Economic

and Social of Asia
“and the Pacific (ESCAP) 1996

. “the ﬁ!dchg coun-

of Asia and the P:cl.ﬂc
grew at an average 7.8 per
average o 3.0 per sent, bu
average .6 per cent, but
unless t begins to
reach the region's pdor it will

le. With some

Yet itseM, rural areas cannot
labour as Indus-
trialisation and the

share of agriculture in the
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HE failure of develop-
meitit to provide a hum-
of life, a
basic standard of living to vast
global
population is a substantial
smear on the face of the earth.
If poverty-alleviation is the key
word in today's definition of
nt, the focus on de-
velopment has to be on the
life-sustaining needs of food.

of millons
of people worldwide is caused
by their "inability to compete
on an equai basis for resources
and opportunities. Vulnera-
caused by

llusion of
progress, it is indeed a poor
reflection of our times that

on of the

to address
basic survival needs that the

first United Nations.

- ‘wretched of t

—

UN Raises Alarm on Megacities and Food Security

by Raana Haider

economy declines.”

In 1991, countries with the
poorest 20 per cent of the
world's population enjoyed
only 3.6 per cent of the
world's income (down from
4.9 per cent in 1960), while
the richest fifth enjoyed al-
most 64 per cent of the
world's income. The disturbi
picture of a highly skewe
distribution of national income
has manifested itself in the few
rich growing richer and the
masses of the poor gettinﬁ
poorer. Regions o hi%h growt
and favourable performance
exist side by side with areas of
mass poverty and deprivation.
There is a polarisation of

rowth and resources, which

as resulted in a spectrum of
complex issues and problems.
ile the rate of population
growth has on the whole de-
celerated worldwide in the
past twenty years, the world's
ation has increased from
some 4.2 billion to about 5.7
billion with an increasing
young population, nearly one
third under 15 years of age
and an increasing urban popu-
lation. By the close of the cen-
tulg, some 50 per cent of the
global population will be urban
residents.

Urban poverty, a spillover
effect of rural poverty is also an
increasing phenomenon and by
all indications, here to stay.
Characteristics of wurban

verty do not differ greatly
rom rural deprivation either —
the lack of life-sustaining
means and services. Thus
there is a need to be alert to
the preponderance of national

overty-alleviation measures,
th in rural and urban areas.

Desperate rural-urban mi-
ts add to an urban labour
orce already bloated and in-
creasing. Allen and Thomas in
'‘Poverty and Development in
the 1990s’, use Frantz Famon's
gﬁaphic term 'the wretched of
the earth’' to refer to the labour
force in t?lt manufacturing
sector of the urban economy.
"It is widely rec sed that
life is grim for poor factory
workers and their families who
are caught ugolh the process of
industrialisation, living in the
urban slums of industrialising
countries. are among the
earth’. those
people who, if the world has
rogressed, have certainly
en the victims of that

p‘.rﬂgl‘f.‘“.
Megacities

Human settlements this
century have been particularly
characterised by the fast pace
of rural-urban migration and
the spillover effects of the
density of the urban
into megacities (settlements
that are to more than 10
million people). Asian cities
make up the l;ulk of the in-
Crease the world's urban

pulation. The State of the

orld " 1996 r

UNFPA., states that by 2015,
17 of the world's megacities
will be in Asila and by 2020,
over fifty ‘cent of Asians
will be wurbanites. Tokyo is
forecast to become the world's

most lous city with 29
millfon e, followed by
Bombay th 27 million,

Jakarta with 21 million,
Karachi with 20 milliony. and
Iﬁum and Dhaka with 19 mil-

Accordj to the Habitat
Agenda : G Plan of Action.

3am Volvon 700 Teenage
Mutant Neys Tomies 730 G Joe |

@\World Health Organization says growth of mega-cities will become biggest threat to health in 21st century

1996, by the turn of the cen-
tury, more than 3 billion peo-
ple — one half of the world's
Fopulnuan — will live and work
n urban areas. The moé

cal problems facing these ur
residents
"inadequate financial re-
sources, lack of employment
opportunities,
homelessness and

ban

1948

B a b .

tion.
criti-

in{:lud:al

spreading g
sion of

Opeopiein® (S000_

o bk

ties, improper land use, inse-
.cure land tenure, rising traffic
‘congestion, increasing pollu-
lack of green spaces,
inadequate water supply and
sanitation. uncoordinated ur-’
ban development and an in-
creasing vulnerability to disas-
ter.” Disastrous ingredients’ for
greater disaster,

Such . a scenario has

squatter settlements, increas- grumptcd United Nations

poverty and a widening gap
lI:lr?\':gi:*mr.l'em:1'1 rich and

ing insecurity and risin
rates, inadequate and
rating building
and infrastructure,
health and educational facili-

=
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ecretary-General,

Boutros

r. grow- Boutros-Ghali to describe the
crime Habitat-Z2 conference as

erio- "essential for the future of our

stock, services planet” and Secretary-Gefieral
lack of of the Habitat-2 Conference,

In 1990, there were 12 with
over 10
will be 27 sueh cities in 2015

/

Wa]b‘ N'Dow to warn that "the
WORLD'S URBAN OF'U.LATtON RISES

More than half the world's

people will be living in
urban areas in 10 years
|time and the biggest

nn/un

Feﬂ

the worid

task: ahead was nothing less
that negotiating the survival of
the human species."

Food Security

. The paradox of availability
versus accessibility may be the
key dilemma m‘if:-:

An area where the paradox is
wmost visible is food security or
of more relevance in many
countries — the hunger issue.
The World Bank 'in its. Policy
Study, "Poverty and Hunger :
Issues and Options for
Security in
Countries, 1986 defines food
security "as the access by all
le at all times to emough

for an active and heal

More than @ in () people will
be urban - for the first time in |
the history of

velopment.

ood
Developing

;uiiir:!m“ |

duce or buy

Transitory

form it is famine.

failures. Transit

currence but

persisiently is unable to pro-
sufficient food.
This [orm of food insecurity
resulling in malnutrition is
widespread and on the -rise.
food insecurity is a
condition of a temporary de-
cline in a household's access to
enough food. It frequently re-
vsulis from instability in world
food production., world food"
prices or the household's pur-
chasing power. In its severest

. Famine is often the result of
natural disasters, wars, crop
food inse-
curity is globally isolated in oc-
increasing.
Nowhere is civil strife more
life.” The essential elements ’rampant than in sub-Saharan

are the availability of food and Africa where it is a

2300 kcal/day 30 years ago. At
one extreme, Western Europe
per capita food availabilities
stand at some 3500 calories
and in North America at some .
3600 calories. At
average
food availabililies are only
2170 calories in sub-Saharan

exireme,

Africa.

reach 2

1 992.

M FAO

early

increase

lion.

. For the developing countries
1 as a whole, average per ta
food auj,:;gliea- are expected Lo
D galories in 2010 — F
a substantial increase from avoured, a difficult task in the
current ecenomic climate.
DEPENDENCE ON FOOD IM- -
. commercial food im-
ports account for a large per-
centage of critical foref
- change expenditure. Almost all
developing countries satisfy -
national food needs
ing food, of which
cereal, rice or wheat is a bulk

h%RGSPECTS FOR ENHANC-
FOOD
THROUGH EXPANDED FOQD
PRODUCTION : the emphasis
is on increasing agricultural
production through
cropping patterns, yiel
provements, mechanisation
and importantly. equipping
women-with the means to en-
hance food production.

wever,
ction will not ensure in-
creased consumption without
an increase in purchasing

wer. The inabiﬂ

ood is the critical factor in
poverty. The gap
availability and accessibility has
to be reduced

2520 in the period

The countries of Algeria,
China. Egypt. Indonesia, Iraq,
l.ibya, Morocco, North and
South Koreas, Saudi Arabia and
Tunisia have all increased their
|)er capita calorie availability by
M) an impressive 40 per cent over
3 |he past thirty years reports a
stud
Agriculture : Towards 2010'. .

Despite the considerable
progress achieved in increas-
. ing per capita food sup

more than 800 million people -

were undernourished ip
1990s. The two regions
with the highest prevalence of
malnourishment are South Asia
and sub-Saharan Africa. While
the , number of malnourished
people is forecasted to dimin-
ish in South Asia, bringing
their share of total population
close to the 12 per cent aver-
age of developing countries by
the year - 2010, the malnour-
ished population
Saharan Alrica is projected to
by more than 100
million to just under 300 mil- ]?.enple to have food security.

The countries with
highest incidence of malnutri-

the other
per capita

groups

1990-

in 1994,
ING

plies,

-the

in sub-

PORTS
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features which have affected
nggatively poor farmers amd
consuime uu:'lﬂ and the vulnerable
IOD INSECURITY AND
VULNERABLE GROUPS : rural
heuseholds and the urban poor
are vulnerable populations and
for many countries,. these two
together constitute the
majority of the population.
Targeted food subsidies, food
stamps and targeted feeding
rogrammes

are to ' be

exX-

import-
e staple

SECURITY

changes in
im-

increased food

ty ta buy
between

in order for

oday, many food needs can

the

only be met by
and the lack of

cash income
purchasing

the ability to acquire it. The

first has today generally been.

assured; the second has not,
and in fact in many societies is
declining. As noted by the
eminent Indian economist,
Amartya Sen, "starvation is the
characteristic of some people
not having enough food to eat.
It is not the characteristic of
there being not enough food to
eat. While the latter can be a
cause of the former. it is but
one of many possible causes.”

The irony of the situation
has been referred to by a num-
ber of researchers. ile agri-

culture still constitutes the
main economic sector the un-
even distribution of the fruits
ol production does not allow a
major part of the population a
reasonable nourishment note
Bondestam and Bergstrom in
‘Peverty and Population
Control’, 1980. Jan K Black in
'‘Development in Theory and
Er&ctir:ﬂ'. 1991 remarks that

unger normally does not re-
flect lack of foocf production or
productive ca ty but rather
maldistribution of land. in-
come .and

mﬂpmtbn fornrt;ﬁ:

le. do not necessarily imply
ower levels .of malnutrition
finds Jodi Jacobson in '‘Gender
Bias : Roadblock to Sustainable
Development,’ 1992.

The lack of agcess to enough
lood — food insecurity — has
been categorised by the World
Bank into two types: chronic
food insecurity and transitory
lood insecurity. Chronic food
insecurity is the state of a con-
tinuously inadequate diet
caused by the inability to ac-
quire lood. Such a condition
affects the household which

eties in the 21st cent

opporiunities.

factor behind the critical food
sityation. Other factors include
rapid population growth, polit-
ical disarray and environmen-
lal degradation. Nicholas
Alexandratos in a 1994 study
on Agriculture Towards 2010,
remarks that “even il civil
sirife were 10 stop tomorrow.
it would take a long time to
restart the economy and build
the physical infrastructure and
social mstitutions.” The long-
term impact of war, social and
political. upheavals only com-
pound the hunger issue.

The North Soufh Roundtable
convened in November 1995
in South Alfrica to outline
stratcgies for revitalising
Algican economies and soci-
con-
cluded that there is a funda-
mental shift in thinking re-
quired. A shift away from pre-
occupalion with military- and
stale security to a focus on
human security and on ways to
reduce human insecurity in
such fundamental areas as ac-
cess 1o food and water and
personal salety against crime
arnd 'violence. The Roundtable

in Africa.

According o the Draft Policy
Statement and Plan of Action
for the November 1996 World
Food Summit to be held at FAO
headquarters in Rome., over
the past thirty decades, world
food production has grown
faster than population with per

.capita food production today

being about |8 per cent above
that of 30 years ago. Food avail-
abilities for direct human con-
sumption are rﬁuwalent to
some 2. 700 kcal/day. up from

Bangladesh, Bolivia, Burundi,
Central African Republic, Chad,
Ethiopia, Haiti, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, Peru,
Rwanda, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Sudan and Zambia re-
ports the 1994 FAO study. '~

While there are significant
differences in resources for
food security between individ-
ual countries 'in different re-
gions, they share a number of
common issues and problems.

MANAGEMENT OF SCARCE
RESOURCES : availability of
land and surface and ground
water are vital issues.

UNEVEN RESOURCE DIS-
TRIBUTION AND LABOUR MI-
GRATION : same countries are
resource-endowed and others
are labour-endowed and the
resulting labour movement has
repercussions on remittances,
agricultural production and
women's parti tion in the
agricultural production and
labour shortage in sending-

countries.
ENVIRONMENTAL PRO -

natéd that according fo latest TECTION FOR FOOD SECU-
. figures available. $8.6 billion RITY : a rampant critical fea-
were allocafed to the military ture plaguing all ons is the

serious degradation of natural -

resources as a result of soil,
wind and water eroston, deser-
tification, water logging and

% LIBERALISATION :

the current process of market-
oriented economic reforrm has
in manz countries broken away
from t revipus system of
centralis and inward-ori-
ented systems of macroeco-

nomic management. Reduced
subsidies and increased private

sector retailing are common

principal  tion, with a daily per capita  power is the downfall of hu-
intake ra of 1700 to 2000 man progress. As Mohamed
and falling. include  Yunus, Managing Director of *
Afghanistan, Angola, Grameen Bank has put it.

"when you call somebody poor
in our country, it means that
the person is faillnlg to make
his or her claim. felt in the
market.” The inability te make
a claim on the commercial
market is a condition prevail-
ing amongst millions of people
worldwide. '

A CONDITION ALSO KNOWN
AS 'A CLIMATE OF POVERTY"
Further-more, in this 'climate
of poverty', it is no coinci-
dence that worldwide rural ar-
eas of low-income food-deficit
countries account for 3.2 bil-
lion people whose life-sustain-
ing needs have not been met
by development at the close of
the 20th century. Development
has not seen a reduction in
poverty but frequently only
created a facade of meodernity
behind which the masses con-
tinue to lead lives simiilar to
before. The form of poverty
may have ch for a few but
the substance of poverty re-.
mains the same for many — a
| tion of basie needs and
a al of basic human rights.

The United Nations in ad-
dressing the vital global con-
cerns of shelter and food by
holding the last two interna-
tional gatherings of the 20th
century recognises that a so-
phisticated, increasingly afflu-

+L:nt1h world cu;lrlgr;éljéhcg:]ﬁsts
with a m.a.gl.n un-
derclass. Global security de-
mands that the 'have nots' also

rosper and share in the bene-
Rts of development.

Raana Haider is the author of
Gender and Development
published by the American
University of Cairo Press,
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Black Beawty 300 Aerobics (O
Style 930 Nanny and The Proles.
sor 1000 W Belvedere 1930
Bui Welfs Mengy 1100 F
Festures Twister 1130 Gabrelle
1230 Santa Babara 130 The
Bold & The Beawtifl 2200 The
Dprah Wintrey Show 3.00 Repwng

4

ton Steste 400  Burt - Wolf's

"Menus 8230 E! Featyres Twaster

500 Teenage Muytant Nima Tw
ties §:30 The Adventures Of Black
Beauty B:00pm Lost m Spaci
700 Home and Away 7:30 Cha
jes i Charge 800 MASH B:30 21
Jump Sweet 930 The XFides
18:30 The Bold and The Beauli.

i 1108 Santa Bahara 12.00m
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Beverly Hills 90210 130 The Fad
Guy 230 E! Festwres Twnstes
300 The Oprah Windrey Shov
400 Hopperman 4:30 Home ang
Awsy 588 The Sullvans 50
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STAR Sports

§08am The Bahamas 6 30 Aus
irahan Football League Highlghts
7130 ietesnational Motersports
News 500 Cncket ‘96 Senday
League (AXA Equity & Law Sundey
League! Warwackshwe vs Lanca
shwe Event Date 16.7-96 Via Sky
Sports 1:30 Adanis Games 1996
Prewew 230 High 5 W 3:08
World Wresthng Federation Marwa

400 Live Cucket 96 Under 19}
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vs New Zealand 15t One Day Int'l
1:30pm Lunch 1088 Conimued
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New lealand 15t One Day Int’l

11:30 Migh 5 112 1200 Asal

Sport Show-42 12-30ma F
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wonal Motorsperts News 300 .
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STAR MOVIES
730am Acuom Str [Acabc Sub

[Hind Subtities) 11:00 2245 Indha
St Fve 1100 Prwste Eye
Week: The Big Sleep 1Arabuc
Subtnties) 1:30 Comedy Mermasds
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Sub' ties
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600 The News 6:30 Jagran 1:00
A 1w . of Computer the Man
agement Cowse B30 Mere Gha
Ane Jwday 9:00 Ghoomta Aana
9300 WFF 1206 Commander
12:30 Rasna Spreadl Eh Mmwte
100 A to Z of Computer Chota
Byte 1:380 Asman Sky Shep 2 30
Tara 300 Fimi Chakkar 3:30
Captam Cook Shahi Dawat 400
Fim Deewane 4:30 Jaanba: 500
A 1o 1 of Computer 5:38 Humg:

Ka Bu 6:00 Hum Honge Kaamyab
6:30 Ad Mad Show 700 Zake Ka
Satar 1:30 Gaane Angaane 8:00
Rasna Kya Sceme Ha B:30 Gopal
pe 9:00 YeadoolAeOo 9:30
Dastaan 10:00 Dumya 10:30 The
News 1100 Mano Ya Ne Mano
1138 Hum Paanch 12:00 Twa
1230 Pwampara 1:00 Asian
Pants Yaadon Ke Rang 1:30 Film
Chakka 2:00 Celeste 3:30 Zee
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The Menace 10:00 | Dream Of
Jeanme 10:30 Ek Rang Lamhe
Hazear 11:00 Ghaav (Serial|
11:30 Cine Matinee-Hindi Feature
Film 2:30pm Kismat {Serial) 3:00
Zanwn Asman (Seriall 3:30 Mere
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4:30 Faasie 5:00 0'Maria (Senal)
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07:00 Music Time B:00 Tarane
Aur Fasane 9:00 Best Of The
Best 10:00 Sargam 10:30 The
Music Show Real Coumtdown
19:00 Nemnaska 11:30 Shatran
12:08 Spcial 3:00 Amar Prem
3:30 Zaka Ke Safar 4:00 Hit Ha
Hit Thi 4:30 Advance Booking
500 Yongbazz 05:30 Speical
7:30 Shidentra 8:00 Sath Sath
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1000 Nevaras 10:30 Silsia

11:00 Special 12:00 Newshne
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1245 Malyalam Sayam Sanam
4:00 Bal Behan
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