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Why Bangladesh ags ehind in Sientif
& Technologieal development

Ahmed S. Islam
islam@utxsvs. cc. utexas. edu
Texas, I.EA :

Dear SCB readers: :

A question was posed in
this forum -as to why
Bangladesh lags behind in the
scientific and technological
development compared to
many other countries in the
Asian subcontinent. I would try
to give some information
which may help the readers to
have an idea on this issue. If
the present government takes
a cue from wgmt had happened
in the past, Bangladesh may be
able to out of this un-
fortunate situation and before
long would cempete with
other Asian countries in their
contribution to science and
technology and at the same
time helping substantially to
the of the country in
its economic emancipation.

During Ershad's time the

t of Education has
three divisions one of which
was the Division of Science
and Technology. This division

was raised to the department
during the last regime under
the inistry of ience &

Technology. When this division
was created in late seventies,

it was headed by a Joint
Secretary; thereafter by an
Additional Secretary some-

times promoted to the rank of

Stﬂ'ﬂlﬁ!dlﬂl‘llf}ﬂsm ol
the oflice. owever, this

Ministry never got the recog-
nition as being one-of the most
t one; it witnessed as
many as 23 or 24 secretaries
(AT AN AVERAGE ONE PER
YEAR) since Bangladesh came
into being with a small budget.
Sometimes secretaries not in
the books of the govern-
ment used to be selected for
this post. The same principle
held good while choosing a
minister for this minfstry.
During Ershad's time 80 to
90 per cent of budget of the
research institutes were spent
to provide salary to the em-
of the research insti-
tutions and only. 10 to 15 per
cent to meel other expenses
i.e. o rmun the laberatories,
their expansion, purchase of
scientific books and als.
Thanks to the difnits of

democracy: budget *forf re-
search in BCSIR. AEC
ete. increased a good deal dur-

ing the last five years with
good quali - rlrf.mrk ily
ty researc n

most ?fl‘the institutes. This was
also true for the universities
where funds for research activ-
ities increased resulti in
ﬁa-ml: out of more Ds.
owever to what is

ha in the contempo-
rnm the money spent in
research institutes is only an
insignificant amount.

In order to expand scien-
tific and technological activi-
ties my appeal to the present
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government will be the follow-
g

. Please make the Ministry
of Science & Technolo as
strong as it could be headed by
a seniormost Minister with
department such as
Department . of Biotechnology
as in India. :

2. The stafl members in
that Ministry after their re-
cruitment should be trained in
different scientific disciplines
in relation to R&D and without
exception should be able to use
"INTERNET" email to retrieve
information in different fields
of science and technology.
Everyone working there must
be able to use’computers in-
cluding spreadsheets, data en-
try besides wordprocessing.

3. The "Science Library"
which was abolished durin
Ershad's time be revived wit
a division on "informatics”.

4. The Status of UNESCO
office may be raised to the
status to a regional office. In
other words, BNCU should be
headed by a secret so that
full advantages of UN O can

be rca?cd,

5. Steps should be taken for
Bangladesh to become the
member of all International
Scientific Organizations which
offer training. fellowships etc.

International Centre for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnolo (ICGEB). In
spite of B adesh's being se-

lected as a member of ICGEB,
it has not been ratified by the
"Treaty Section” of the legal
office of UNO at New York be-
cause S5&T Ministry is slow to
take follow-up actions.

6. S al funds should be’
allocated for Bangladesh's sci-
entists to represent the coun-
try in international meetings.
In this context, the activities
of Bangladesh Association for
Advancement of Science,
Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences and all monodisci
pline Associations should be
supported and they should be
taken into confidence in the
formulation of scientific poli-
cies of the country. Steps
should be taken immediately
to speed up the construction
of "Seience Bhab;n“ in

nun:prlorﬁg asis.
%l}r!wulgydl e to end
up”- posting narrat a
nﬂ#?fmnhﬂ by the Nobel
Laureate Professor Abdus
Salaam in one of his addresses
to the Scientists in Dhaka.

Lamenting over the fate of
scientific ess in Muslim
countries Professor Salaam
sajid that some Korean politi-
cians approached him in his
Trieste olfice of the Institute
of Theoretical, Physics with the
request whether Professor
Ea?lam could advise as Lo
how their country could pro-
duce Nobel Laureates.

No wonder South Korea is
making such a tremendous
progress in the field of science

technology .

195 inside Burma

The articles, or "posts” (to use Internet parlance)

FROM
THE

NTERNET

published in this page come

Jrom the ﬁnng!udesh

Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh," or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users_from around

the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from the I

" the Daily Star

reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as they would appear on your

computer sgreen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter.

Pouting mefissa frumps the cyberporn censors

Arlene Getz
apgetz@aol. com
Boswon, US
Melissa Woll pouls provp-

catively as she promises to
introduce me to busty beauties
and sexy porn stars.

Melissa and her seductive
body language are not under
plastic wrap on the "adult” sec-
tion of my local news-stand,
but on my computer screen,
via the Internet, the world-
wide computer network.

The accompanying text
tells me that if I am interested
I can see others like her in
more revealing poses. ;

All, she promises, without
leaving my keyboard.

I find her charms re-
sistible, so 1 click off the site.
Had 1 wanted. however, | could
have continued touring the
darker side of the Internet in

dents engaging in pranks.

The - global nature of the
network poses another dilfi-
culty.

Pronography in one society

is in offerisive in another, ren-
dering it difficult to enforce
common definitions of inde-
CEency. :
One of the main omn-line
services in the us,
CompuServe, encountered
these problems of decentrali-
sation last December, when
German anti-pornography po-
lice forced the closure of more
than 200 sexually explicit
Internet discussion groups and
picture databases. :

Although their ruling was
applicable only in Germany,
CompuServe's technical inabil-
ity to restrict access to a spe-
cific group of users meant it

e e e AU Wl T ™ T T T T T L e T TS T e T T ey BT e A e e e,
A US court has ruled that attempts to ban sexually explicit
material from the Internet contravenes constitutional free
speech guarantees. But the controversy over cyberspace
censorship, reporis Arlene Getz in her latest Internet column
Jor Gemini News Service, is far from over. - -

search of a growing range of
sexually explicit photographs
or electronic bulletin boards
discussing a range of erotica.
Such material is not easy
for casual users to find and
often requires credit card
payments from those wanting
to see revealing pictures.
Nevertheless, the increas-
ing availability of pornography
in cyberspace is the subject of
a growing battle between free
speech advocates and anti-
pornography aclivists. '
As a system of computer
links originally designed by the
United States military to with-
stand a nuclear attack, there
are immense practical prob-

lems facing any would-be-cen-
SOrs.

In addition. anybody who
can read messages on Lhe
Internet can also transmdt,
leading to a rash of eyberporn
posted by users ranging from
commercial companies to stu-

author's own as they

expressed in these columns.
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Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression, It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM

The opinlons expressed in these columns are the I
appear to all recetvers of the Internet,
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Dailly Star is not responsible for the opinions

initially also had to cut entry to
inore than four million inter-
national subscribers — includ-

ing victims of sexual abuse us-

ing the forums for therapeutic
talks with other Survivors.

The development ' eof
screening software eventually
eased this problem.
CompuServe was able to
provider users with pro-
grammes allowing them to fil-
ler out sites they deemed ob-
jectionable rather than impos-
ing a total blackout [rom above.

Similar software is now

available Lo parents concerned
about their children’'s activities

on the Internet.
Despite these technological

acdvances, Lhe debate still
rages.
The latest development

came in the form of a legal rul-

ing ordering the suspension of -

a US law banning 'indecent
malterials on the Internet.
A three-judge panel ruled

o]

— Editor.
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in June that the
Comimunications Becency Aci
— aimed at making it illegal to
transmit "indecent” or
“patently offensive" material on
the Internet — contravened
free speech provisions of the
US constitution.

The Act was designed to
protect children from cy-
bersmut by outlawing the
sending of indecent material
to a minor or displaying
information to under 18s that
“in  context, depicts or
describes, in terms patently
offensive. as measured by
contemporary community
standards, sexual or excretory
activities or organs."

Fines of up to $250.000
could have been imposed.

"The Internet may fairly be
regarded as a never-ending
worldwide conversation.”
wrote Judge Stewart Dalzell in
his opinion on the case. "As
the most participatory form of
mass speech yet developed.
the Internet deserves the
highest protection from gov-
erpment intrusion.”

Dalzell added that the law
would have a dire effect on the
Internet by forcing many
databases and newsgroups to
close because they could not
protect themselves against
prosecution by verifying the
ages of those joining their
eleotronic conversations.

Professional pornographers
would have the money to hire
slalfl to enforce measures like
adult access codes or use of
credit card numbers — both
suggested as ways of keeping
children away from question-
able material. But non-profit
ofganisations providing public
service information on topics
such as AIDS or prisoner rape
would not have these re-
SOUrces.

"This change would resul
i an Internet’ that mirrors
broadcasting and print, where
economic power has become
relatively coterminous with in-
fluence.” the judge wrote.

The decision blocking en-
forcement of the Act is far
from the final word on the
subject. Conservative American
activists are hoping the law
will be upheld by the 'US
Supreme Court

They vow that even if the
nation's highest court does not
overturn the ruling, they will
try to use existing obscenity
laws to remove pornggraphy
from the Internet,
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~ More Private
Universities: white
flight repeated?

Aziicdlul Haqg
Hrihiman@worldnet. att.net
LUSA: :

There may be another pri-
vate university at Dhaka soon
and I may be involved in it too.

Naeem Mohaiemen

naeem@ix. netcom. com
USA:

For the folks who are in-
volved in setting yet anaother
private university. some gues-
tions. I know that folks are say-
ing as private universities get
better. there will be pressure
on DU to get better. But 1
wonder if instead, result will
be:

--More good professors de-
serting DU [many profs are al-
ready teaching at both places]

--As middle class/wealthy
strala have a escape route for
their children, in fact pressure
to fix DU will lessen, not_ in-
crease?

[t might be instructive for
the organizers of this 2nd uni-
versity to read up on history of
private schools in this gcountry
i1 70s. As neighborhoods be-
came more integrated, white
llight from cities created sub-
tirban public schools which to-
day are some of the best in the
nation. Meanwhile the black
and latino underclass are stuck
m inner city schools which to-
day are 100 times worse than
they were in 60s.

Talk to any TEACH FOR
AMERICA volunteer. Or read
William' Julius Wilson and
other sociologists. Consider if
we are laying the seeds for
something. similar in Dhaka.
Before coming to US, | studied
in DU for a year. DU was a
shambles and this mattered to
me and my family. Now my
brother is doing summer
school at NSU. My cousin
downstairs is full-time at NSU.

| think none of us care any
*more if DU goes to pot or not.
Is this a good thing?

| know that NSU has a few
scholarships. But so do places
like Deerfield and Spence in
this country. Is the fate of the
underclass here any better for
those tokeén scholarships?
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WHATS'SINA
NAME

Nashid Fermin
b93nfe@student. tdb.uw. se
Siweden: '
HELLO,

Does anybody here have any
idea about how nuch a 'name’
costs? [t seems like companies
cannot use any name for a new
product and specially if that
name coinecides with a per-
son's surname.. The person
bearing that name (product
name} bas to give permission
and that permission can cost a
juicy amount.

Now to be more specific,
Kao Corporate [Japanese com-
pany) wants to launch a prod-
uct in Sweden ‘with a friend's
surname. The company's agent
here has sent a letter inform-
ing my freind that his permis-
sion is necessary to launch this
product. It seems like Kao is a
pretty big company (I checked
the company's website) so I'd
like to know how much do you
think my friend should ask for
his immaterial possession [i.e.
his name)?

Would be glad to know how
much a name costs?

' )
Poverty = mhumanity
Rinku Anisuzzaman
anisuzzaman. 1 @postbox.acs.ohi

o-state.edu
USA:

Every country in the world
has poor people. we all know
this. Unless various govern-

meinis admit to the poverly , .

and think about practical solu-
tions to tackle this problem,
no progress shall be made. The
next question is. what for ex-
ample can the govt of
Bangladesh do to [fight
poverty? The poverty in
Bangladesh seemms so over-
whelming....its a deep poverty,
the poorest of the poor.
Horrible conditions, horrible
living conditions.. we should be
investing in the betterment of
our poor, instead ol speading
money on new tanks and build-
ings. A simplistic attitude i

admit, but weve got to start .

somewhere.

| Tlhe 'ﬂ}ilu ﬁlhfr 5
Free Astrological
F : r :

Jean Luc Mm‘ga.t

Jim1 7@cruxb.cit.cornell. edu

Cornell University, USA:
Hello,

A very interesting experi-
ment about astrology is de-
scribed in a recent book by
Carl Sagan. The book also dis-
cusses a number of other
topics which will be of interest
to this audience.

The reference is Sagan. Carl
(1995) The demon-haunted
world: science as a candle in
the dark, Random House,
New-York.

And here is the excerpt
about the experiment:

"A scientist places an ad in a

Paris newspdper offering a free

horoscope. He receives about
150 replies, each, as re-
quested, detailing a place and
timie ol birth. Every respon-
dent is then sent the identical
horoscope, along with a ques-
tionnaire asking how accurate
the horoscope had been.
Nipety-four percent of the re-
spondents (and 90 percent of
their [amilies and friends) re-
ply that they were at least rec-
ognizable in the horoscope.
However, the horoscope was
drawn up for a French serial
killer. If an astrologer can get
this [ar without even meeting
his subjects. think how well
someone sensitive to human
nuances and not overly scrupu-
lous might do.” :

| hope my post did not ruin
a similar experiment :-)

Asiamart: Bangladesh
& modular homes

Michael E Willett
meww@world.std.com
USA: '

| see from the AsiaMart
WWW site,
http:/ /www._anewnet.com/,
that there is a Bangladesh-ori-
ented firm involved with mod-
ular homes exports/imports,
Might anyone have additional
information on the modular
home import/export business.
especially regarding Asia?

The newsgroup, soc.culture.bangladesh’, has been
provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel 882379).

You can also take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questions/commentis/inquiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around
the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posts to:
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet’, The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035.

Re 230 Closed

farannum  10:30

Mere Message Men Geet 4:00 Surt

Wheel Of Fourtune &:30 Ghaav
5:00 Sunday Ki Sunday 5:30 The
Three Stooges 6:00 Denms The
Menace 6:30 | Dream DI Jeanme
700 Mere Message Men Geet
7:30 Preswer 8:00 Surl - Wheel Df
Fortune 8:30 Faasle 9:00 Ghaav
9:30 0'Mana 10:00 Janee Kaha
Mera Jigar Gaya s 10:30 Cine
Prome-Hinds Feature Film 1:30 Mere
Message Men Geet 2:00 Rangeela

ELTV

0600 Dance Dance 07-00 Best
of the Best D8:00 Taranne Aur
Fasane 09:00 Music Tvme 10:00
D'H'I'Il:!' Mama
100 N3 phus 11:30 Karam

12:00 Special 3:00 Film Cha'A’t
3:30 Kal Bhi Aay B 4:00 Ziro Se
Hiro - The Anupom Kher Show
4:30 Liberty Pubhc Demand 5:30
Special 1-30 Aagar 8:00 Hit Hai
Fit Hi 8:30 The Move Usha Uthap
Show 9:00 Tere B Chup Mere
Bhi Chup 9:30 Amar Prem 10:00
Advance Booking 10:30 Sisida

Best

ZEE CINEMA

Aay Ke Aangare 4:00 Jahe Badan

L g AT

WilL D& LAUGHING /

11:00 Spg:id 12:00 News Line
0100 Music Time 02:00 Tarane
Aw Fasane 03:00 Best of the

9:30 Gentleman 12:30 Jeene Ke
Raha 3:48 Pati Parmeshwar 4:30
Thandwyan Chanwan
(Purgabi) 10:00 Bete Bere 12:45

o



