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NEWS BRIEFS

Siratunnabi (SM)
on July 29

The moon of the Hijri
month of Rabiul Awal was not
W%anm.ar in

sh € National

Hﬂ:—ﬂhuﬁg Commitiee al a

meeting yesterday with its
vice- t and secretary ol
the us Affairs Ministry

Mohammad Abdul Hannan in
the chair., decided that the
month of Rabiul Awal will be
counted from tomorrow. July
18 and holy Siratunnabi (SM)
will be observed on July 29,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has State Minis-
ter for Jute Faezul Hag the

charge of Textile Ministry with
the same status, said an official

handﬂul last night. reports

Raillmkmﬂ:l
Dingjpur restored

Train-communication be-
tween Dinajpur and the rest of
the country was restored yes-
terday. official sources in
Dhaka said. The communica-

tion was sna due to
landslide near railway
station under Dinajpur-Par-
batipur section by heavy
rain and hill water from

catchment area on Monday
night According to a Bangla-

desh Railway press release
movement of train through the
track resumed at 11 am yes-
terday after compietion of
necessa repair works. re-

ports
Tenure of envoy to
Poland extended

The tenure of contract ap-
grlntmem of Nazem Ahmed

howdhury, Bangladesh's am-
bassador to Poland has been

extended by one year. till July
4. 1997, says a governmeni
announcemernt
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the region. reporis agenoies,

cording
Centre Bulletin.

Chilmari, Bahadurabad,
{ fanj and Aricha,

levels. re
at most of the points.

As a result,
thanas of Kurigr

The overall flood situation
in the northern districts wors
ened yesterday with fresh ar-
eas pgoing under water due 1o
lurther swelling ol rivers in

The Brahmaputra contin-
ued to rise at downstream
points and the Ganges at all
points, deteriorating flood sit-
uation across the country, ac-
a Flood Information

Five rivers- the Dharla at
Kurigram. the Brahmaputra at
Siraj-
the Punar-

bhaba at Dinajpur, the Ganges
at Goalundo and Bhagyakul and
the Surma at Sunamganj-which
were flowing above danger
stered further rise

almost all
am, Lalmoni-
rhat, Gaibandha and Dinajpur
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districts including Dinajpur

Sadar thana and G achara,
Kaunia and Pirganj of gpur
district, Sariakandi, Sonatola

and Shibgan]i of Bogra district,
Kazipur, Belkuchi. Sahajadpur,
Chuwhall and Sadar thana of
Sirajganj district and Islampur,
Madarganj, Sarishabari and
Dewanganj of Jamalpur district
are likely to be inundated.

The Flood Forcast and
Warning Division said new ar-
eas of Daulatpur, Shibalay,
Ghior and Ibrahimpur of
Manikganj district, Nawabganj
and Dohar of Dhaka district
and Srinagar, Lauhajang,
Tongibari and sadar thana of
Munshiganj may also be
flooded.

In Sirajganj, a deluge of
water from the rain-swollen
Jamuna washed away two chil-
dren inundating fresh areas in
the district.

| the

More areas flooded as
rivers rise further

A six-year-old baby girl,

Rina, of Koijuri village in
Shahjadpur thana and an eight-
ear-ol boy, Rashid, of

asrajbari in K:zipur thana
drowned in the flood water
yesterday morning.

Fortyfive more villages were
submerged while some por-
tions of the flood-control em-
bankments in Shahjadpur and
Kazipur thanas gave in the
swir flood water.

With this, some 252 vil-
lages in Kazipur, Sadar,

kuchi, Chauhah, Shajadpur,
Tarash and Raiganj thanas of

the district were affected by ]

the flood onslaught.

In Jamalpur, some two
lakh people in 34 unions of
Melaudaha. Dewanganj,
Islampur, Madarganj and
Sharishabari thanas were af-
fectedd by the fresh spell of

loodin
g?n Page 12 (ol ]

Cuban Olympic campaigners sharing a light toment with lzzy, the official maseot of the

on their arrtval ntmmmm.m[m
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Israel fails to block use of
'Palestme at Atlanta

ATLANTA, July 16: The
first Palestinian team in
Olympic hillﬂ:?’ will definitely
compete wun the
“Palestine” at the Atlanta
Games, r s AP

The International Olympic
Committee on Monday re
jected a request by Israel's
new right-wing government to

block the use of the Palestine
designation

"The 10C sition Is quile
clear ©= 10C director general

Francois Carrard sald. "These
sorts of requests to change 1lie
name we have already ap
proved are purely last-minute
political moves.”

The Palestinian Olympic
Commitlee was recognised by
the 1OC in 1993 following the
peace accords between [srael
and the Palestinlans.

‘The de tion of Pales
tine is perfectly consisten!
with the designation used by
the United Nations., Carrard
sad Tha! s our position and

we stand by that position We
do not want to enier into any
kind of political issue

Israel's consul-general in
Atlanta  Arye Mekel, sent a let

name

Lladlie
with Israel
the Israel-PLO autlonomy ac
cords which set explicit guide
lines for the Palestinians
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ter Sunday to 1OC president
Juan Antordo Samaranch ob
jecting 1o the use of the Pales
tine rame
[t's an lmrrupﬂ eflort 1o
introduce  politics into the
Games. |sraeli Foretgn Min

istry spokesman Danny Shek
said in Tel Aviv

Shek sald Lthe
wilhoul

use ol the
coordination
was a violation of

L1 5

of symbols of sovereignty.

srael's letter to t 1OC
suggested the team tuuld e
called Palestinian Authority,
Palestinian Autonomy or Pales-
tinian Delegation.

In May. Israelis elected a
rnght -wing government headed
by prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who is more de-
lermined then his predecessor
to prevent any upgrading of
the Palestinlans' autonomy to
siatehood

Israell sources In Atlanta
said there was never any threat
ol a boycotl or other punitive
action by |srael

‘We welcome the partic ipa
tion of the Palestinians.® a
source sald. "However. this a
pearance should reflect the
actual situation of the Middle

East There simply is no
country as Palestine |f they
appear as Palestine it is an at
lempl to ise the Olympics 1o
seize soine political gauis
Istachs ational Clvingpic
comnuttee aul Israel s inem-
ber on the 1OC Alex Gilady
opposed the povernmen! move

and stood by Lhe 1OC s decision
See Page 12 col 6

25 WARPO key posts vacant

despite repeated reminder

The Water Resources Plan
ning Organisation [WARPO)
ighest statutory body cre
ated four years ago to plan and
advise the government on wa
ter resources t and

Mmanagemen
| development. is yet to build its

organisational structure with
its own experts and man
POWeT .

The WARPO was mandated
to be formed with muilti-disci-
plinary teams of experts to
give decisions regarding water
resources development and
management projects. accord-
:-Ii:)ﬂ to sources in the organisa-

n

No project is supposed to
get government clearance for
implementation without ap-
proval from the WARPO, the
sources told The Daily Star

The WARPO was formed
under the Water Resources
Planning Act 1992 (Act-12 of
19"3‘2]1 and gazetted on April

1992

Bul the WARPO could not
recruit its manpower even
after repeated reminders from
the ministry concerned ac-
cording to sources in the or
Eanisation. Since its inception
rt is h-ci run by personnel

m are on deputa
tiom frum the Bangladesh Wa
ter Development Board
(BWDB). As a reguilt it fafled to

87 allocated posts in
WARPO have been drawn from
other government
tions. mainly from the BWDB
they saud

change with a
22 000 lines will be lnaugu
rated at Sher-e-Bangla ar

in the city today repurtaU

tion
Nasim will formally maugurate
the
Prime Minister S
over telephone said a press
release

analogue
group will

By Mizan Al

build nself as an autonomous
organisation
pointed oul

the

SOuUrces

Officials for almost all the
the

organisa

"Even after repeated re

minders from the ministry
the WARPO f{ailed to recruit of
ficials for the 25 key posts
although the ministry issued
NOC on 1.7.95" said one offi-
cial

New telephone
exchange opens
In city today

A new al telephone ex
capacity ol

Post and Telecommunica

Minister Mohammad
exchange talking to
ikh Hasina

Under the exchange. 7 00X)
ielephones of 3|
be converted into
See Page |2 col 7

Some 500 applicants in-
cluding some IE"‘P degree
holders had apphtd for those
25 posts including one post of
Chief Scientific rgl'ﬁ{:tr which
is now being manned by a per
sonnel having “ordinary educa-
tional background.” the official
added

"The water resources min
istry sent at least five letters
during the last six months to
recruit personnel at the earli-
est. but no action has yet been
taken, another official added
In ils last circular. the min
istry urged the WARPO 1o build
up its own manpower struc-
ture and end dependance on
the BWDB. the said

The authorities in the
WARPO said that recruitment
of personnel would be consid-
ered after completion of the
job distribution in the organi

sation

M H Si . Director Gen-
eral of the W . tal to
The Daily Star llid “the
setup the WARPO was in a
mess when | took over as DG
and it will take time to reor-
ganise it," adding that the per-
soninel would be recrufted in
due course

Some officials however al
leged that even after six
mornths ol merger of the Flood

See Page 12 col B
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CID interrogates 15, no
trace of jail escapees yet

The CID police yesterday
interrogated 15 officials and
l:rn loyees of the Dhaka Cen-

Jail in connection with the
:scapc of 13 prisoners from
the jail in the early hours of
Monday.

But they declined to make
any comment. "It is premature
to comment how the prisoners
collected all the instruments
to make hole in the wall of
Cell-15 and managed to
esnaBe a pnllce officer told

aily S

The gnvernmtnt yesterday
announced reward of Taka
20.000 for information leading
to arrest of each of the
escapees, a Home Ministry
press release said. Despite a
countrywide police hunt, none
of the fugitives could be ar-
rested till late last night, ac-

Star Report

cording to police sources.

Meanwhile two committees,
one formed by the Home Min-
ist and the other by the jail

orities, started investiga-
tinn into the incident.

The four-member home
ministry committee, formed
yesterday, is headed by joint
secretary Giasuddin Pathan.
The committee visited the

Editorial on page 4

t and talk to senior officials

the jail yesterday.

The three-member
mittee formed by the
Prison is headed by an Addi-
tional IG. Prison. € comimit-
tee will start field work today,
sources said.

Both the committees have
been asked to submit their re-
ports within seven days, ac-

com-
1G,

::nru::linEd to sources in the
Home Ministry and the Direc-
torate of Prison.

Ten persons including
Deputy Jailer Subodh Ranjan
Saha were suspended imme-
dlatt:l after the incident.

alking to The Daily Star, a
hlgh nf’ﬂcia] of the Home Min‘
istry claimed that misman-
agement inside the Dhaka

Central Jail and serious flaws
Elanning of construction
s inside gave the scope to
the prisoners to esca
Explaining the official said
that adjacent to the boundary
wall, tinshed houses have been
constructed, electric polls
have been erected and trees
planted without maintaining
'safe distance.' as laid down in
the jail code.
‘See Page 12 Col 1
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Resist violation
of Constitution:
Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition
and BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said it is
mandatory for all who hold
constitutional posts to abide by
the Constitution. reports UNB.

“No one who has taken oath |

under the Constitution has the
scope or right to b}"pass or vio-

late the Constitution,” she said
addressing the leader of Jatiy-
atabadi Sangskritik Sangathan
(JSS) at the party's Kakrail of-

fice lastnight.
Calling the Constitution a
‘'sacred document,” the BNP

Chairperson said everybody
from top to bottom who holds
the constitutional t in the
government shuulgoshide by
the Constitution.

In this context. Begum Zia
called upon the patriotic peo-
ple to remain alert so that no
oie could violate the Constitu-
tion for selfish end.

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion also laid importance on
matching words with works.

Het alling Shaheed Presi-

= Wﬂme

Smuggled goods
worth Tk 1 cr

seized in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

(CCHITTAGONG. July 16: The
anl.-smuggling squad ol
Chittagong Customs seized
contraband worth Tk one
crore f{rom two separate
places. official sources said.

Foreign current nets and
cigarettes were recovered
from underground cavities
near a graveyard at village
Latifpur near Fouzderhat last
might  sources added

The smugglers blasted
series of cocktalils to resist the
raid but no casualty was re
ported

In another raid this mori
ing. the same team inter
cepted a running car at Faki
ha! near Chittagong port and
seized 380 cartons of smug
gled cigarettes The owner of
the car. however. managed to

flee. official sources said The
clgaretlles were belng
smuggled from Patenga, they
acded

Meanwhile Chittagong
Customs Authority stop the

delivery of two consignments
ol chemical pgoods worth about
Taka 40 lakh from the port
jetties when a case regarding

See Page 12 col B

Orientation course for MPs begins

Take lessons from past
wrongdoings: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh

 Hasina yesterday asked her

rty deputies to act responsi-
ly to make Parliament the
centre of all power doing away
with the mfacy of extra-consti-
tutional reports UNB.

“We must act responsibly to
make parliament the centre of
all power and give democracy
an institutional shape.” said
Sheikh Hasina inaugurating a
two-day orientation course %nr
the treasury bench members at
the Parliament house.

The Prime Minister said
the formation of this govern-
ment would have no value if
people were not benefited.

ointing to the misdeeds of
post-75 government who came
to power through killing and
applying force, Hasina said in
their bid to legalise their ille-
gal powers they had ignored

&s rights :md destroved

democracy

n a MM bn the Pak-

S

istani era. the Prime Minister
said, "We had very little scope
for practising democra

e electoral mandate of
1970 which Awami League
won under the leadership of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was snatched and
after the independence Elan a—
bandhu was assassinated,
said.

"Removing a ople’'s gov-
ernment General Ziaur Rah-
man came Lo power and to
have legalised his illegal power
they destroyed the electoral
institutions.” she said.

General Ershad also fol-
lowed the footprint of Ziaur
Rahman, and thus the trend
which was thus created kept
no scope for people's repre-
sentation,

After the [all of Ershad,
Hasina said. the party which
formed government failed to

bring transparency in the ad-

S Pupc-I2 60l 8
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' from the Petrobangla

explore

for hydrocarbon

By Sharier Khan

Representatives of one of
the world's leading oil compa-
nies, Exxon Esso Corporation
of the US, are now in the city
to review prospects for explor-
ing hydrocarbon reserves in
Bangladesh, Petrobangla sour
ces sabd.

A four member Exxon dele-
gation arrived in the Fri-
day to initiate talks with the

overnment. The team met the
-nergy Minister on Monday

The sources said that in-
spired by discovery of a large
gas reserve in Sangu-1 well in
the i*fay of Bengal by a British
Duteh joint venture Exxon
Eld:n to assist development of

angu- 1 well as well as go for
negotiations for block-wise ex
ploration

Exxon has applied for pur
chase of a promotional pack
age worth 7 500 US dollars
which
would later allow it to have full
Access 1o the latters data
b asse

The US company has ex-
pressed Keenness to sit  for
unsolicited negotiations with
the government on exploration

ol hydrocarbon reserves in
greater Noakhali region. the
sources said.

After the government al-
lowed private participation in
hydrocarbon Fxglnratiun. Cairn
Plc of Scotland and Holland
Sea Search signed a reements
for exploration, locks 15
and 16, c-uverlng thc Bay of
Bengal around Cox's Bazar-
Sandwip region and Chit-
tagong respectively. Occidental
ol the US signed agreements
tor three blocks covering the
Sylhet-Netrokona region.

The Petrobangla sources
pointed out that there are still
15 more blocks left for explo-
ration. Petrobangla itself, in-
spired by the discovery of
0.40 trillion cubic feet gas re-
serve in Shahbazpur. Bhola,
late last year. wants to work in
some blocks. For the rest of
the blocks, a seminar inviting
various oil companies of the
world will be organised by the
World Bank.

Meanwhile, representatives
of British company Midland
Power are expected to hold

See Page 12 col 6
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Indian FM likely
to visit Dhaka

Indian Minister for External
Affairs Indore Kumar Gujral is
expected to visit Bangladesh
early September to discuss the
water sharing issue and other
bilateral disputes with his

Bangladesh counterpart, re-
ports UNB.
Foreign Office sources yes-

terday said that the date of the
visit was yet to be worked out,
but it was likely to take place
in the first wecK of September.
IK Gujral, du his visit to
Bangladesh in 19 felt ur-
fent necessity for earlg,r solu-
tion of all outstanding issues
ngladesh and India
in the interest of improving
rclatiuna between the two
bours.
e had told a press confer-
ence in Dhaka that effective
steps would be taken to solve

the Farakka and Chakma
refugee problems 'as soon as
possible.

Foreign Minister Abdus

See Page 12 col 6

Taka devalued
by 15 poisa

By Staff Correspondent

The Taka has been devalu-
ated by 15 poisa against the US
dollar with effect from Mon-
day. said a Bangladesh Bank
press release yesterday.

Bangladesh Bank's buying
rate for one US dollar from the
banks now stand at Taka 41.80
instead of the earlier Taka
41.65 and the selling rate is

now taka 42 instead of the ear-
lier Taka 41.85.

The press release said.
‘with a view to maintaining
competitiveness of Bangladeshi
exports and better return to
wage earners, the Bangladesh
Taka has been depreciated.”

This is the first time that
taka has been devalued under
the 24 day old AL government.

Sub-jail for Ershad
near JS to cost
Tk 1 lakh a month

Star Report

lhc shifting of jaih:d Jatiya

i
d:nt E!:.Efd to a sub- jail

& Jatlya Sangsad wuld
r:ust the gmmmrnt over Taka
one lakh per month for its
maintenance, said an official of
the Home Ministry yesterday.

Ershad had been shifted to
a house near the Jatiya
Sa d for the convenience of
the administration to enable
him to attend parliament ses-
sions.

Security measures in and
around the house has been
tightened with round-the-
clock vigilance.

Asked whether Ershad was

See Page 12 (ol 7

Rathajatra today

The Rathajatra festival be-
gins at Dhamrai today. reports
BSS.

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Md Zillur Rahman
will attend the inaugural func-

| tion of the festival at Madhab

premises at 4 pm today as the
chief guest.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Md Nurul Islam
and State Minister for Fish-
eries and Livestock Satish
Chandra Roy will be special
guests at the function which
will be inaugurated by the chief
of the Dhaka Ramkrishna Mis-
sion. Swami Aksharanandaji
Moharaj.

Mayor of Dhaka Md Hanif
will attend the Ultarath func-
tion as the chief guest at the
same place on July 25.

Alleged mligger beaten to

death, 2 hospitalised

By DMCH Correspondent

An alleged mugger was
beaten to death and two others
were seriously injured by a
group of a local people as
they allegedly snatched Tk
4.29 Iakh from a person al
Islampur in the old part of the

city tcrd;ay
Iﬁ deceased aged about

35, sustained fatal head in
juries after the mob pounced
on him at about 2 pm. He died
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH)] at around 4
pm. police and hospital
sources said.

The two others identified as
Kawsar, 38 of Sanir Akhra.
and Aziz, 35 were admitted to
the DMCH under police cus

t«':mj%h

¢ muggers snatched the
money from Shafiqul [slam.
30. when he was passing by
the Lion Cinema Hall area at

about 1:45 Fm
According to police,
Shafiqul, manager of an ex

rit-import trading house,

lnuli Bi i Bitan, was re-
turning to his office at Mirpur
Road after withdrawing Tk
4.29 lakh from the Islampur
branch of the United
Commercial Bank

A group of six muggers.
after snatching the money,
iried to escape by an auto
rickshaw. Bul some local
ple immediately started chas-
ing the muggers and at one
stage held three of them when

their aumto-rickshaw was forced
o slop as a truck was crossing

the Bangshal intersection at
the lime, police said
The three alleged muggers

were severely assaulted by the
mob. Police rescued the mug-
gers from the mob and took
them to the DMCH where one
of them died. The body was
sent for autopsy The two
others were under treatment
at the DMCH till last night.

i L ey A b
i

However, the money could not
be recovered.

A case was filed with
Kotwali thana.

BNP activist
shot dead

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, July 16: An ac-
tivist of the B adesh Na-
tionalist Party and
member of the Amadi Union
parishad was M dead by
gunmen last

Abdus Sattar, 35. was af
tacked when he was returning
home from the party office
police said.

Police arrested three of the

six rsons named in the FIR
filed in connection with the
murder. The arresied were

identified as: Babu, Ruhul and
Anup.

Hitting the Stands Soon

Che Daily Star
special on Aflanta
Olympics . . . @
gorgeous Pro-
duction incolouron
paper
imported newsprint

art and
. a 36-page
extravaganza on
the Greatest Show
on karth for only Tk.
10.00.
Ask your hawker

for your copy or gyet

it from your nearest
newsstand.




