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NEWS BRIEFS

French envoy
The ambassador of France
in Bangladesh Renee Veyret
held a reception here yester
day on the occasion of the
French National Day. The re
tion was attended, among
others. by Agriculture Minister
Motia Chewdhury. po-
litical leaders, diplomats high
officials. journalists and elite of
the city. reports BSS.
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BNP walkout marks opening session of JS

Treasury,

— Star photo

position benches
call for cooperatlon

By Staff Correspondent

The inaugural session of the
country's Seventh Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday witnessed
Prime Minister and Leader ol
the House Sheikh Hasina and
Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia seeking each
others' cooperation to make
the parliament effeclive,
although the latter initially led a
brief walkout by her party.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas called upon the mem-
bers of the Treasury and the
Opposition benches to place
national interests above party
interests.

The newly elected Speaker,.
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury.
'mu ht cooperation of the two

eaders, as well as of the
Chlei Whip of the ruling Awami
League, the Chief Whip of the
Opposition and other whips to
run the affairs of Parliament
effectively. He assured the
House his neutrality in dis-
charging responsibilities.

For the first time in his
live-year tenure, President
Biswas addressed a full House
veslerday,

The inaugural session of the
Sangsad witnessed its first

See Page 12 col 7
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President's opening speech in JS

Govt, Opposition
inseparable,
complementary

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday hoped that
the Seventh Jativa Sangsad.
elected through a free, fair and
historic election. would be able
lo consolidate democracy
through united efforts of both
the Treasury and Opposition
benches, reports BSS.

In his inaugural speech in
the opening session ol the
Seventh Jatiyva Sangsad, the

JS adjourned
till July 18

The Jativa Sangsad was ad-
journed for three days till 4
Em on July 18 after over seven

ours of sitting on the opening
day yesterday. reports B

The newly elected Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
adjourned the House at 10.27
pm after President Abdur
Rahman Biswas had delivered
his 35-minute speech to new
Parliament.

Parliament will reassemble
at 4 pm on July 18, private
members’ day under the rules
ol procedure ol parliament.

President said the government
and the Opposition are insepa-
rable and complementary in a
democratic set-up and both
the sides should work, hand in
hand. to materialise the hopes
and aspirations of the people.
He said .Jatiya Sangsad is
the focal point for formulating
policies of the state and en-
actment of laws. "l do hope
that the Jativa Sangsad will be
the centre for discussing all
national issues and seeking
their solutions”. he added.

President Biswas said the
June 12 parliamentary election
was a 'historic event' and it
would remain ever-lasting in
the memory of the nation. He
also said that this election had
attracted the attention of the
whole world because observers
from around the world had
come lo monitor it. The
President also pointed out that
the elections of June 12 would
remain as an example for all
democratic countries.

Dwelling further on the
election, President Biswas said
73 per cent volers had turned

See pige 2
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Former Foreign Minister
Hiumayun Rashid Chowdhury
was elected unopposed Spea
ker ol the seventh Parliament
when it went into session
yesierday, reports UNB

Advocate Abdul Hamid. also
a ruling party MP from
Hlﬁhurrgani was elected

er

Deputy {pea
President Abdur Rahman

Biswas administered oath to
the new Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker at parliament

| chamber soon after their eles

tion by the House

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah earlier proposed the
candidature of Chowdhury
who returned from Sylhet |
constituency Mustafa Rashidi
Suja MP seconded

The Chief Whip also pro

sed the name of Advocate
armd.

Chowdhury and advocate

‘ Hamid were elected by voice
| voies There was no candidate

fromm the Opposition for either
of the offices
>ee Page |1 col 8

Ideally

located

Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Commercial-Cum-

| Residential Plot No. 10A ot "Bipanon” a supper |

§ business centre of the Dhaka City at Link Road |

| between Sonargaon Road and Airport Road
near Zahura Market, Dhaka measuring more
or less 134.13 Sqgr. metre (2 katha 3 sft.) will be
allotted for 99 years lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form with terms |

and conditions to be obtained from Agrani

| Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on :I.
paymentof Tk. 500/- (Taka five hundred) only

| in cash for each set (non-refundable) and will

| be received by the Deputy Director (Estates) |
from the intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on §

13-7-96.

| The auction will be held on 31-7-96 in the §
| Conference Room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk §
| Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 A.M

Chairman

| oFP.1534610/7 Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

| Cn47

Dhaka.

Let's usher in new
era in political

history: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has expressed her firm
belief that the Seventh Jatiya
Sangsad would usher in a new
vra, open up doors for new
possibilities and create a new
chapter in the political history

€ ;:mml::{

1 am ing Support frum
vou atl. Let us sl build u
ciety free Trom e intian.
corruption and fterroriam.”
Hasina said in her first speech
as Leader ol the House in the
inangural session aof the sev-
enth parliament yesterday

Taking the floor at 8:45 pm
to felicitate the newlv-elected
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury the Prime

pre—

Minister in her 35-minute de-
liberations dwelt on different
aspects of the life.

The Prime Minister con-
gratulated the Speaker, t
Speaker, the opposition g
and other parties having rep
rescvtal i
said. "From today onwards, we
ail like to work to hﬂ' for
the betterment of t l:
of the country who ucri
lot for a better living. an Im-
proved life."

She also paid rich tributes
lo (o Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, national leaders.
mariyrs ol the Language

See Pape 12 (ol 4

in the House and .. -

Primwe Minister and lLoader of the Huuut *‘*hni-..h Hd'ﬂlhl ..I.LIdIEH"-lH}.., lht -
yesterday.

Latiya ~angsad
— Star photo

| Session in

ol Fi
T =

Depuaty Leader vl the Upposition i Pusfiament

Chewdhury rmising a point of order in the
yvesterday, as Leader of the Opposition Begum

looks an_

ﬁ-Shr_;*mo

Stop repression to get
cooperation: Khaleda

Leader ol the O sition in
Parliameint Begum K aleda Zia
yesterday offered cooperation
to the government provided
the ruling party "acls nnpar
llally and stops repr=ssion’ on
the workers of her party, BNP
report agencies

Felicitating the Nnew
Speaker, Begum Zia also de
manded ol the government to
continue the unfinished pro
grammes initiated by her party
while in power

We worked for the people
while in power .. and wil‘ work
lor them being in Opposition
the flormer prime minister
sald. "We appealed lor coopera
tion while in wer, but had
been denied E‘: were ready
lo cooperale.” she said

um Zia, however, cau
[ lon the BNFP would resist, al
all costs, any attack on the
couniry s sovereignty and in
depéndence.

‘Independence was nol
achieved through anybody's
u;ll'.'.rt.')!. had it and

resist any at-

el
RS

Thl BNP  chairperson al-

that workers and leaders

of her party were being ha

rassed and repressed across
the country.

I vain produce the victims
evern belore this August House
One supporter who voted for
BNP was tied to a tree and a
dog was let loose on him and
he 1s now fighting for life. Is it
the example of the call ol co
operation” A student leader ol
ICD was tortured with drill
mmachine is it the example of
curbing terrorism?’ she posed
Lhe guestions

"ﬁthr sald real culprits are
not brought to book. instead
Innocent people are being ar
resied. Begum Zia cited the
(ase ol A news report regard
ing the shop-lifting of the wife
ol a mayor and said that lady
was nol brought to book but
Lthe innocent salesmarn was ar
rested

Questioning neutrality of
the government, Begum Zia
said the Prime Minister had
politicised her office by em-
plooving her own men. The
Prime Minister can prove her
hatred for politicisation only by
getting rid ol these partisan
clements.” she said

On the goverame—t's pile
dge to allow the parliamentary
commiitiees to be headed by
the MFs. not by ministers,
Begum £Zia said the Opposition
MPs should be given the op-

See Page 12 (ol |

15 ordinances
tabled

Fifteen ordinances
laced in the House on the
rst day ol the lirst session of
the seventh parliament lor rat
ification, reports UNB.

State Minister for Law. Jus
tiee and Parliamentary Aflairs
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru

tabled the ordinances in the

form of bills
>ee Hage 12 col 8

W l[-.

: PRICE TAKA 5.00

Seen from
the gallery

By Mahfuz Anam

A packed Parliament and an

overtlowing visitors' gallery
witnessed the tragi-comic
commencement of 7th. Par-
liament. The tragic side was
that in many ways such an aus-
picious occasion was trivi-
alised. The comic side of it was
that in spite of it all., every-
thing ended well. at least for
the day. With the first, nearly
two hour, walk-out within less
than ten minutes ol the start,
Khaleda Zia's party gave a
[oretaste yesterday of how the
BNP opposition is likely to be-
have in this session. Though
she and her deputy leader, Dr.
Baddruddoza Chowdhury. re-
atedly professed to extend a
and of cooperation with the

See Page 12 col 7

Obituary
reference

The Jativa Sangsad vester-
day adopted obituary reference
to condole the deaths of 13
lormer parliament members
and ministers. reports BSS.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury proposed the reso-
lution which was adopted
unanimously by the House.

The House also observed
one-minute silence and offered
munajat for the peace of Lthe
departed souls. Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
conducted the munajat.

The obituary reference was
adopted on former minister M
A Hoq. Dr Mrs Amena Bari,
Nurur Rahman. Deawan Abdul
Basit. Mang Shu Prue
Chowdhury. Abdur Rahman
Khan, former parliament
members Abdul Barek Miah,
Dahir Uddin Ahmed, S M
Alauddin, Raflig Ullah Miah, Al
Mahmud and Moulana
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

S-member panel

of chairmen
Speaker Huipgyun - Hashid

| O huul:*r!hun nontinated a e

member panel of chairmen to
preside over the parliament
the absence of
Speaker and Depuly Speaker,
reports UUNB

Members ol the panel are
Abdul Mannan (AL), Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury (AlL). Saitur
Rahman (BNP), Col (Rtd)
Shawkat Ali (AL}, and Dr TIM
Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury [JP),

PSC report '95
placed in JS

The annual report of
Bangladesh FPublic Service
Commission (PSC). 1995, was
placed before the Jatiya
Sangsad last night. reports
HSS.

The Educanon Minister,

ASHK Sadeq. placed the re-
port before the House 1n the
opening session ol the seventh
Jauya Sangsad

JP not part of AL
govt, says Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

Jailed former president and
Jatiya Party WJP) chief H M Er
shad said yesterday that his
party had lent unconditional
support to the Awami League
for smooth comtinuation of the
constitutional process in the
country and he did not see any
problem in his party s joining
the government

Earlier on the day Ershad
was released on parole to en
able him to attend the Jatitya
Sangsad session

JP is not part of the (AL)
government and certainly it
will sit in the Opposition
Bench and its role will be to
work far nation building.™ he
said, adding that his party
would suppert

the gowvern

Ershad was B
newsmen at the JPs

lary party nfﬁre at the Sangsad
Bhaban.

Asked about JP Secretary
(reneral Anwar Hossain us
joining the cabinet he said.
“There is no confusion within
or outside the party about this
He (Manju) joined the cabinet
jollowing his instructions and
in response (o the willingness
of the AL to form a government
of national consensus. Ershad
added

The JP chief expressed his
yptimism that in the next
elections. his party would be
able to muster sufficient
sirength to formm a govern
meni. The intra-party conflict
would be overcome by

strengthening the organisation
al the grassroots level. he said,
adding “people had showed

" their support for the JP in the

See Page 12 Col 4
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quod_situation In 5
districts worsens

By Staff Correspondent

Flood situation in five dis
tricts of the country's northern
region has worsened further
inumlating fresh areas

The districts are Rangpur
Gaibandha, Bogra. Sirajgan|
and Lalmonirhat

Accordi to the Flood In
~entre. Lthe water
leveis at all point in the rivers
of Brahmaputra and the Ganges
basins are increasing.

The Brahmaputra at Ba
hadurabad, the Dharla at Kuri

am., the Teesta at Kaunia, the
at Bhagyakul. the Pum
abhata at Dinajpur and the
Karatoa at Panchagarh were
Nowi above danger level
vesterday, Lthe Flood Informa
tion Centre said

Our Rangpur Correspondent
reports: army has been called
into help civil administration
Lo gear up rescue operation in
the worst hit Gangachara thana

where at least one thousand
families are marooned by flood
waler Boats and other kinds of
river crafts are being used in
rescue operation, Most ol
these marooned families are
being given shelter on the
flood control embankment and
olher safe places The Teesta
river flood control embank
ment at Kolkond Mohipur has
breached at several points

At Kaunia and Pirgacha,
flood water has inundated vast
AICAS

More than two hundred
houses were swept away by
flood water In Doanl Teesta
barrage area. another 50
houses have been devoured by
Nood waters

Owur Galbandha « orrespon
dent writes. The [lood situa
vuon in the district worsened
further rise ol water level at all

See Page 12 Co! 3
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