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UST to remind the pre-
J sent leadership of the

ruling party that it was
the Awami League which
placed a bill to repeal the
notorious black law of the
British regime, the FPublic
Safety Act. the 20th Sep-
tember 1956, Chief Minister
Ataur Rahman Khan intro-
duced the Bill in the fashion "l
b-r% to move the East Bengal
Public Safety (Repeal) Bill
1956 ...." Quoting of this
historic event is significant as
it was the same party which
repealed the Public ety Act,
suffered immensely under the
Defence of Pakistan Ordinance
and other security laws and
ironically introduced a similar
law. the Special Powers Act in
1974.

The Special Powers Act was
passed in the Parliament of
sovereign Bangladesh much
before the bitter experience of

&

the Defence of Pakistan
Ordinance was faded awa
from the memory of the lead-
ers and workers of liberation
struggle. Thus in our liberated
BanFlade:&h we are still trai
the legacy of the safety laws o
British India and Pakistan. We

could not get rid of the safety

law.

Mr Abdul Malek Ukil once
commmented in 1967 before
the Assembly that ".... if any law
has gained immertality in this
gnd, that is the Pubilic Safety

w.” Significance of this
comment is still felt when we
see thousands of people are
being arrested under the
Special Powers Act yet after 25
years of independence.

In fact, nothing has been
changed over the years. The
attitude, of the government in

-applying the law remains the .

same. Detention law is still ap-
plied to oppress the political

(

Scheme of the Law

* Provides for the detention by the government of
any person without trial to prevent him/her from
committing any "prejudicial act.”

Prejudicial acts are widely

N

defined as acts prej-

L]
l udicial to the sovereignty or defence of the coun-

interests of the state.

subject to certain
safeguards.

days.

| * Provides for indefinite
limited but virtually ineffective

try. to the maintenance of friendly relations with
foreign, states, to security, public safety, public
order, or which create or excite enmity, hatred,
fear or alarm between different classes or com-
munities or sections of the people, or incite in-
terference with the maintenance of law and order
and acfs prejudicial to the maintenance of sup-
plies and services or the economic and financial

periods of detention

* Government can issue order of detention

»
* District Magistrate and Additional District
Magistrate can also issue order of detention for
30 days. Hewever, it would further continue if
government approves the detention within 30
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Law and Our Rights

The Daily Star 5

Repeal all the Black Laws

The Special Powers Act, 1974: A Distance Between the Government and the People

By Isaac Robinson

The new government has pledged to repeal all the black laws. The Daily Star, in its bid to create mass awareness
against the existing repressive laws, have planned to publish a series of articles hlghhghtmg the anti-people nature of

ese laws. . ,

2 ﬁepmsive Nature of the Law

* Provides for detention without the detenu hav-
ing committed any specific offence. Detention
without trial, without any court proceeding.

* Jssue of detention order — Arbitrary discretion
of the government. Is against the concept of rule
of law.

* District Magistrate's power to issue detention
order — Widens the scope of its mala fide appli-
cation.

* Prolonged and vague definition of 'prejudicial
act' — Creates scope for gross abuse of the law.

* Constitutional safeguard of an arrested and de-
- tained person to "be produced before the nearest

mﬁdﬁt& within a period of twenty-four hours of
such arrest" — Denied in the law.

* Constitutional safeguard as to "the right to con-
sult and be defended by a legal practitioner of his
choice" — Denied in the law.

* Production before an Advisory Board within 120
days — First statutory safeguard for the detenu —
Too lengthy for an innocent detenu.

* No check to exclude political activists and lead-
ers from its ambit. -

* No right to visit by the lawyers or relatives — -
Makes the detenu helpless.

-

* No maximum period of detention. Detenu being
kept inside the prison for years without any alle-
gation of offence against him. . »

* No provision for compensation in favour of the

L\detenu even for the grossly wrongful detention. N

opponents of the rulin :
Itpll:ﬁ',nd not be remincﬁﬁ‘;t
at least 4 or 5 ministers of the
present cabinet were detained
under the Special Powers Act
only a few months agp.

February 1996 Md. Rezaul
Karim, a final year student of
MSc in_ Physics of the
University of Dhaka was given
30 days detention’ in the
Dhaka Central Jail on the

Khan once said that the gov-
ernment had a third eye to
fabricate grounds of detention:
Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed was ar-
rested from his house in Dhaka
‘while he was preparing for his
law examination, whereas his
grounds of detention showed
that he went to Faridpur and

Barisal and engaged in secret

. activities. Farcing with grounds

of detentions is still a habitual
business of the government.

Abuse of the law is very ap-
parent as it is observed that in
almost 95 per cent cases
brought before the h Court
Division, the Court finds the
detention order invalid and
hence the Court grants order
of release to the detenu. The
basis on which court issues
order of release are, for :

— the grounds of det;ent!nn
to be vague, indefinite and
lacking in material particulars

— failure to inform the de-
tenu of his right to represen-
tation e

— failure to serve the
g;;mda of detention within 15

— lack of nexus between
the order of detention and
greunds of detention.

— failure to produce the
detenu before the Advisory
Board within a certain time

— retrospective issuance of
orders.

F_Facts Ebout Application of the Law E

* More than 3,00,000 people were detained un-
der this law in the past 22 years. '

* All the past ruling parties used this law to op-
press their political opponents.

* Sufferers of the law are the general people of
the country who carried forward democratic
movements during different regime. They are not
| enemy of the state. -

* In more than 95% cases the Court found deten-
tion order invalid.

M
* Detenus released by the order of the High Court
Division are sometimes re-arrested and detained
under a new order. :
* Grounds of detention communicated to the de- .
~ tenu are often vague and include allegations such
as "involvement in anti-state activity” or "being'a
known armed terrorist."
*. Although detention orders can be challenged
before the High Court Division, poor detenus
cannot afford the procgss.

1

* Although the law provides for production of de-
tenus before an Advisory Board, they are generally
not brought before the Board.

* Almost all the present top ranking political
\leaders suffered under this law.

Even the intent of the legis-,
lature, as construed from ‘the
Parliamment Proceedings on
the Special Powers Bill, does
not coincide with the present
application of the law. While
discussing on the Bill in the
Parliament, ruling party MP
Mr Serajul Huq termed the law
as "...the whitest law that we
are bringing against the blaek-
est background”. We do not be-
lieve thal it was "the whitest
law”, but we understand that
"the blackest background’ as
meant by Mr. Huq does not
exist now, ;

The ‘taw minister Mr.
Monoranjan Dhar also assured
the house that the law would
be ‘used only to prevent mas-
sive smuggling, hoarding.
black marketing, killing, arson
etc. prevailing at that time.
From the point of view of the
framers of the law, improve-
ment of the situation has defi-
nitely demolished the neces-

sity of the law,

We demand repeal of the
- Special Powers Act as we be-
lieve that people's government
does not require repressive
laws to rule the country. We
hope that the present govern-
ment will repeal the Special
Powers Act with the same
spirit that the Public Safety Act
was repealed in 1956.

=

Isaac Rabinson — General
Secretary, Law Review, mem-
ber — Ain O Salish Kendra.

Incidents of Different Types of Violations of Human Rights

A survey conducted by

ODHIKAR. -a coalition for hu-

man rights from 1st April'96

to 3oth *June96 shows that.
atleast 2,332 persons Wwere
killed, 60.197 injured -in dif-
ferent types of violences and
incidences including election
and 43.478 arrest
ent types bl cases During the
period atleast 78

in differ-

pErsons were
killed and 2.860 injured in

Period : 1st April'96 to 30th June'96

violences related to election recovery of illegal arms and ar- Bhorer Kagaj. Songbad.
only. rest of criminals. These steps Banglabazar Patrika, S5tar,
; were ultimately proven suc- Dinkal, Inkilab and the
A non-partisan Caretaker cessful as terrorism during the  Financial Express are the

government headed by forimer
Chief Justice Justice Habibur
Rahman came to power in
order to conduct a free. fair
and impartial parliamentary
election and accordingly. took
some steps to restore law and
order in the society through

period was reduced to a great
extent, stidl politic i kiling
and violences related to elec-
tion occurred in som: places
and challenged this success.

Ten national dailies namely
Ittetaq. Observer, Janakantha,

sources of this survey con-
ducted by ODHIKAR. It should
be mentioned here that due to
the variation of figures in case
of killing/death /accidents etc
in different newspapers, we
have accepted the minimum
acceptable number.

Sunday 14th July

(AN programmes are in local
time. We recommend pro
grammes printed 1 bold There
may be changes in the pre
grammes,
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380 Opemwig Aonguncement Al
Owran Programme Summary 118
Recitation from the Bible 31§
Carteon Woody Weodpecker 3:45
Re-telecast of Weekly Drama 4-00
News m Bangla 445 Maam
500 News = Bangls 5:25 Speris
Progranwne 600 News m Bangla
65:30 Maeder Jannye 700 News
w Enghsh 785 Upen Umwersity
115 Tagore Songs 0008 News &
Bangla 825 Jenmabhum: 8 30
Akbar The Great 10:00 News m
Enghst 1030 Shasthatatha
1035 Chhaya Chhandoo 11:30

g

Mews n Bangia 11:35 Monday's
programvme 11:40 Ciose down

oo

600am BBL World New: 530
india Busmess Report 7-800 BBLC
Workd News 725 Ths Week
8:00 BBC World News 8:30 inds
Business Report 980 BEC Word
Headimes §:380 Horzem 10-00
BBL World News 10:20 Benamn In
View 1180 BBL Worid News
1125 inha Busmess Report
1280n0en BBL
12-28 This Week 1:00 BBL World
Headbnes 1.8% Corespendest
280 BBL World News 2-30 Time
Out Buildmg Sights 308 BBL
Worlkd New: 338 Time Out
Auction 400 BBL World Head
nes 405 Everyman 500 BBL
Worla Mews 520 The Ant Mara
thon 6:08pm BBL Woud read
fnes 6§05 The Tounst 7 80 BBC

1
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Speak Easy: Lionel Richie on Channed V. Today at 1:00 PM

World Headines 705 Breakfast
With Frost 000 BBL Werld News
B30 Twme Out: Top Gewn 500
BBL Wodd Headines 305 Mon
on 1000 BBL Workd News
18:20 Earth Report 10:38 Time
Dut: Food And Drink 1100 BB
Worid News 11 20 Batam in View
12:00mn BBC World News 12:29
Window On Fwope 1808 BBC
World Headlines 105 Under The
Biwe Flag 200 BBC Wosld News
2:30 Time Dut: The Contanders
300 BBC Worid Report mc World
Busmess Report/24 Howrs 500
BEC Workd News 510 The Mony

Progr amme

CHANNEL YV

19-30am The Best of Bk Xa Teen
1180 BPL Dye! 1200 Samsw
Mangta Ha 1230 Frst Day Femt
Show 100 Spesk Easy Featurng
Loomel Richwe 130 Bag Bang V.
Alessandra 238 Videocon Flash
Back 300 Asan Top 20 V) Nome

430 Rewand V. Saptuya 500 Top
of The Pops 608 Classic Rock
7-30 Timex Tone Pass B30 indian
Tog Ten 908 Launch Pad V)
Soptya WD Del |eppard's
Ton Valley" Concert Special
1280 The Rude V) Trey 12-30
Over The Edge V) Septwya 180
g Bang V) Alessandra 200 By
Demand V) Trey 300 Frame By
Frame

STAR PLUS

§-30am Voltron 700 King Arthw
138 Class Cartoons B-08 Terry
Toons 5:38 7829 980 Thadand
Ponocama §30 nde Busmess
Wesk "3 The Rosd Show
1190 Aewi Indiz Show 1108
Knket! 12380 The Foll Guy 128
Vegas 130 Best Seflers: "Lt
Women ° &3 The Lowe Bem
30 Workd Around Us Ancient
Praghecies § 30 Al intha Show
7198 The Road Show 738 Seowy

River “The McGregor Saga” 8:30
Beverly Hills 80210 930 Picket
Fences 10:30 Burkes Law 1120
21 Jump Street 12:30 Star Trek
“The Next Generation’ 130 Indis
Busmess Week 2:30 Amul Indee
Show 300 The Dprah Wwnirey
Show 400 Hooperman 430
Home And Away 500 The Sullh
vans 5 30 Gabnelle
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6:30am World Cup of Suuash
1:30 Spark §:30 World Wresthing
Federation Action Zone 930
Futbel Mundal 1000 Ama Spert
Show 10:30 Foarmula One World
Champ Brotan (uabfymg 1100
indside PGA Tow 12-08nson High
5 12:30 World Cup of Sguash
13 The Asan Foothal
Show 7 30 Werld Cup Tnal Bekes
From Pans 400 Ama Sport Show
4:30 Worid Cup Classc Matches
1966 Hungary v Brazd 15t Reund
630 Lwe Formula One World
Chainpionsiups British Grand Pris
From Sdverstone, Briam 900
Saveé Day Delay Crcket 96
Sunday League AXA Eguity Sum
day League) Swrrey vs Worcesier
shwe Vis SKY 2-30 Futhel Mundsal
27 308 Tha Kickboxmg High
hghts 400 USA Bormng Charles
Murray vs Jeake Rodngue: NABF
Titke Bout

STAR MOVIES

7:30am Thrller: Police Pythen
357 (Mndi Subtrties) §:30 Clas
s bm o The Sath Mappmess
(W Subtities) 11:30 Comedy
The Dream Mactwne (Hind Subt
rees) 1:30 Sunday Classic Western
Cartle Empwe (Hind Subtsties)
3:30 Senday Showtme Pee Wees
Playhouse Ep 17 & 18 (Hmd
Subtitles) 430 Sendey Show
teme  Thumbebna Enghgh Subt
tes! 530 Sunday Matmee Famly
Double Festure The | as! Umcorn
Hd Subtitiess 730 Family
Double Festwe Weicome Home
Rery Carmuchaal 15 Mind Subti
tes) 508 Fim 96 Specw 530
Gold Freddy s Desd The Fngl
Naghtmarg  (Hind Subtvties: 11 39
Based On A True Story Viglante

Cop (Arabec Subtities, 1:30 Com
edy Privates On Parade (Arsbec
Subtities) 330 Thrller Betrayal
0f Sdence [Arabec  Subtities)
530 Fim Chb - The Sum Of US
18 (Arainc Subtities)

ELTV

§:38am Dance Dance T 30 Best
0f The Best B:30 Frooty it s My
Chosce 900 Ru-Ba Ru 930 Fat v
Fit 10:30 Chale Cmema 1100 The
Move Usha Uthup Show 11:30

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

Game 100 Pwuskhetra 400
Thanndu Baam Dance Mania 4:30
Hit Hae Fit Ha 5:00 Song Yira
530 Special §:30 Special 7:30
Sensani 800 Fiu Cha'A't 8:30
¥.3 Plus 900 The Music Show
9:30 Satramy (Senal) 10:00 Ru Ba
Ru 10-30 Specal 11:30 Special
12:98 Dance Dance 100 Best of
the Best 200 Tawane Aur Fasane
300 Musc Tume

PTV

B0am Thaowst Aw |m

Farmaish 940
10:05 PTV Gold 10:30 Enghsh
Fibm: Darkwing Duck  10:55 Mast

Sports  Chnic

1947 95 10:00 Khabarmama &
Commercial News 11:00 Perwaan
11:35 Home Victime (New Senall

Mast Sanyo 1100 Khabram 1235 Music Masters-Raag Rang
11:10 Sports How 12:05pm 1:00 Khas Khas Khabian

Bisoop 95/asrm Hahan 12:55

Ouran & Hakeem 1:02 Bismillah SONY ET

115 Agy D Kaha 140 Aay Di

Shaam 200 KXwmara ‘Ep 36
(Drama Serall 2:55 Ghost Wries
355 Kaabar -415 Educaton
525 Ran for 9th 555 Zameen
Per Zmdeg |Drama Senall 6:25
Aou Cowses 7-08 Enghsh News
1.30 Enghsh Film  Star Trek Deep

8:30am Ja Br Hatuman 900
Yaadon X1 Baarat 930 Gaane
Jaane Maane 10:00 Hwdi Hits
Songs 10:30 Jadugaar 11.00 10
Ciwd Lnes 11:30 Sunday Ki Sun
day 12:00 Hamse Barker Koun
12:30pm Pehh Mutakat 1:00 Good
Shat 1:30 Pehchan 2-00 Hum Se
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* ; _ L application of the law still. brought before the Hi Court | against domestic 1o Rohingah refupgees ni in Hill | Hill Shantibahi | Mayanmar | public and
Advisory Board consists of 3 members Two persists in Bangladesh. Let me  Division. the courts found the G and other | different refugees from India | Districts Districts i Police /Ans
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3:30 Gaane Jaane Maane 4:00
Dekh Tamasa Dekh 4:30 0 Mana
5:00 Jane Kaha Mera Jigar Gaya
Ji 5:30 Ghaav 6:00 Dekh Tamasa
Dekh 6:30 Aahat 7:00 Cine Clas
sics Hindi Featwre Film  10:00
Buddha 10:30 Audio * Videno
Premier Show 11:00 Good Shont
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B-00 China Town 11-15 MNamak
Haram 2.30 Do Anjane - 600

Liberty Public Demand 12 -30pm
Sory Men Lorry 100 Zaske Ki
Safar 1:30 Special 2:30 Money
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pmaHamd/Naat  5:20 . LCartoon
B3 Mhabwan 045 Fun Time
905 TV Encyclopeda 9:29 Khat
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| JYM DAVES 117

MY GUESS
13. I'M TO BE ¥
FED TO TUE CROCS ¥
YUIS AFTERNOON '
WHEN SCARAMANGA
TAKES M!S GUESTS
ON A TRAIN RIDE

NEED

Space Nine 8:20 Hawwa Ki Naam
900 Break for Headhnes News
920 S Tagver (Pakistan Fim

WHAT A BEAUTIFUL,
SUNNY DAY!

WLUEN I'LL
TUE
TEXAS RANGERS .
FELIX — ANY

ek | P W MY A

Barker Gong 2:30 Mere Massage
Mern Geet 300 MNaye 1aranee

Siamgar 845 Ikke Pe (kke 9:30
Charas 12:30 Vaade Irade 3 45
Saansh :

by Jim Davis

HMM... 'V SCOUTED
THAT TOY TRAIN ROUTE

- THERE NT BE A
SCARAMANGA'S PLANS




