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ALPANA Chakma, the 24

year-old Chakma girl and

the Organising Secretary
of the Hill Women's Federation
(HWF), abducted at gun-peint
im the early hours of June 12,
is yet to be traced.

At around 1-30 am of the
night. a group of men armed
with automatic weapons sur-
reunded her village home in
the remofe hilly village of
Lalyaghona under Baghachori
thana in Rangamati district of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts and
abducted her, close relatives ol
the [amily described.

"We were aslesp when
someone called out from out-
side and wanted to know who
were inside the house,” said
Kalpana's mother, 60-year old
Badhani Chakma, "then they
cut down the latch of the deor
from outside and entered the
house.

“They kept powerful torch-
light on our’ F ace and took away
.my, younger sor. Khudiram say-
ing that 'sir’ wanted to talk to
him" continued a distressed
Badhani." Few minutes later
they took away my elder son
Einhna}m and I::l %&ught:ir_

a leavi ind mysel
anfaﬂglicharaﬂgs wife.”

Kalicharan., a farmer and
the bread-earner of the family,
said that the three wefe, at

int, blindfolded and tied
hands near the well of
the house and were asked to

"Some were wearing fa-
tigues and some had lungis
tied up to their waist. They
first took Khudiram from us,’
Kalicharan said. Asked in what
language the intruders were

. Kalicharam replied.” in

hudiram described how

he esca : "1 was asked to
step into the water in the low-
lying area near the well. As
soon as |1 did so, someone
shouted 'shoot him'. Sensing
imminent death | somehow
untied my hand, removed fold
around my s and started
in the waist-deep wa-

ter. I couild hear one gun-shot
behind me but 1 kept running.”
- Kalicharan sajd that after
they led Khudiram away,

Kalpana (middle) leading a protest against oppression on women in the hills last year.

cry eut ‘Dada, Dada', Kalicharan
described to reporters and
lawyers sitting in front of his
tribal house.

With the break of the day-
light the two brothers came
out of their hidings and in-
formed the villagers. Kalic-
haran rushed to the Baghai-
chari thana about two miles
away with a khaki ammunition

camp and asked them to
return Kalpana, they started to
throw abuse at me."

"On March 19 last, seven
Chakma houses were burnt
down following the killing of a
Bengali settler in the area,
said Prashanta Chakma, Hea-
dmaster of the Ogulchari
Junior High School.

Villagers and family mem-

Kalpana, a student of BA at the local college, was
always a strong and vocal activist for the cause of the
| Chakma people and she regularly attended

conferences, discussions at the national level and

played a prominent role in this respect.

pouche found near the well

while Khudiram went to the .

local army camp, situated on a
hill-top near the village.

bers said that the army officer
in gquestion had visited Kalpana
at the end of March and told
her that he was sorry for all he

was taken away [rom
the gun-

shot and the shnutings few
yards away | untied my

his side. "On hearing

removed the. fold around my
s and ju

ter. they

as | ran 1 could hear
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Kalpana (right) with a friend last year.

12205 Everyman 100 BBL World
Headlwes 105 The Towns:t 2-00
BBC Workd News 230 Time Owt
Tomormow s World 3908 BBC
Warkd News 330 Teme Ow

Summer Hokdey 400 BBC World

Headines 4:05 Horvon S00 BBL
Warid News 520 Briam n View
550 Earth Report 6:00pm BBL
Worid Headimes 6§05 Under The
Bloe Flag 700 BBC Word News
120 Tiws Week B:00 BBC World
News 830 Time Out Buidmg
Sights 9-00 BBL World Headimes
885 Corespondest 1800 BBL
World News 1038 Tume O
Auciwon 1108 BBL Word News
1520 This Week 1280ma BBEC
Waorid News 12-20 The At Mars
thee 108 BBC Warld Headlnes

185 Horwon 200 BBL World

News 2-30 Tume Dut: Top Gear
3830 BBL World News J.25
Wmdow On Ewppe 400 BBC
Warld News 4:25 Tiws Week 5:00
BEBL Workd News 520 The An
Marathon

CHANNEL V

E3am Anan Top 20 V) Nowe
1938 By Bang Weskend V.
Messandra 12-30 Biboamrd US
Copntdown 230 The Rude VJ Trey
300 Pewwmd V) Soplwya 400
Howse Of Norse V) Loke 538 TV
1's 500pm The Vibe Weskend VJ
ke 500 BPL Oye' 300 The

Tcker 830 Twmex Tume Fasy
1030 Videocon Flashback 1110
Chwt X VJ Soplwya 12:00mn
House O Nowse 12:30 The Ticket
100 The Rige V. Tray 2:00 Music
Upaate Tokyo 2:30 Uver The Edge
Vi Suptwva 3130 By Bang VJ
Alessan « 4 00 Frame by Frame

STAR PLUS

§30am Virron 708 Dungeons
and Dragons ]380 Around The
World m 80 Days 8400 Coum
Duckulz §.30 Seber Rder & The
Star Shernit 908 tmﬂi Crotess
93 Jookte Wirh Jack Hamnna
1088 Lans & Dog 10-30 Voyage
g the Betiom of the Sea 11:30
The Wid Wild West 12:30 Movie
“Gentieman's Agreement”™ 230
Mowie Classics “Angel And The
Badman™ 430  Rewwn of TV
Censored Bioupers and Practcal
Jokes 530 Move Telewsan
§00pm Fantasy Isiand 700
Thadend Pansrama 130 The
Addams Famdy 888 The Smpson:
B Baywatch %30 Star Trek
The Nest Generation 1038 L A
Law 11380 Code I 1250mn
COPS 1230 Mystery Moves
Prame Suspect 4

Conference

20 Maye

had done and he hoped that
villagers would return to the
S0O0TI.
e knew Kalpana ha
to attend the Wor
on Women
Beijing last year due to fund
constraint and talked 1o her on

id

various problems, he also
sought her help to normalise
the situation in the area.” said
Kalicharan's wife who claimed
to have been present there.
Local youths' said that
Kalpana, a student of BA at the
Incal college, was always a
strong and vocal activist for
the cause of the Chakma peo-
ple and she regularly attended
conferences. discussions at the
national level and played a
prominent role in this respect.
Pridr to her abduction, she.
along with the HWF and Pahari
Chhatra Parishad (PCP), a stu-
dents' organisation of the
Chakmas. had been campaign-

i for the independent can- -
dqﬁa

te. Bijoy Ketan Chakma in
the general elections who lost
to an AL. candidate.

The OC of Baghaichari,
Shahidullah, also the Inves-
tigative Officer (10) of the case,
confirmed taking Khuditams'
statemment as identifying the
abductors, but said that
despite his best efforts tg
rescue Kalpana. his investiga-
tion was hampered due to var-
ious reasons.

"Do yoy think we have easy
access to the hilly areas? Every
time we go to the interior for
any investigation. we have 1o
seek help from the army’. said
the OC claiming that thﬂﬂ.'. was
confusion in the abduction
case ol Kalpana and it could
take long to conclude the
probe. :

When asked what confusion
could arise. the OC said that a
lot of rumours were going
about,” some say she is in
Rangamati, some say she is in
an army camp and some say
she has been taken away by the
Shantibahini.” The DL said
admitting that he had no clue
of the case yet.

- Duiring the invesfigation it
was found out that the First
Information Report [(FIR].
writtenn by the OC from Kalic-
haran's description. did not
match the one recorded by the
TNO of Baghaichari. The
statement given to the TNO by
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A Month After Abduction, Kalpana Chakma Yet to be Rescued

by Murshed Ah Khan, back from New Lalyaghuna, Rangamata

" trated mainly in

N ZEETV

......

Kalpana's mnthtr Bldhlni nilter in—lnw and Kalicharan, the eldest brother in front of their
house. The abductors raided the house and took Kalpana away.

Kalicharan was recorded with
clear facts and figures while

the FIR written by the OC
lacked clarity. No one read out
the FIR to Kalitharan before
accepting it, it was alleged.

The abduction of Kalpana
immediately escalated the pre-
vailing tension among the
Chakmas and Bengali settlers
in the area. The Bengali set-
tlements in the hilly areas
which intensified in the later
part of eighties. had concen-
the thana

sadars, district headquurters
and other areas almost alwavs
separated from the Chakina
ﬂlfﬂﬁ.

On June 15, the Pahari
Chhattra Parishad (PCP] and
the Hill Women's Federation
(HWF] brought out a prolest
procession in the area de-
manding release of Kalpuina
and arrest of the abductors

Then on June 27 the
and the HWF called 1

I'CP

(T e B |
-

in the Baghaichari area. As the
Bengali settlers resisted the
siege. a clash broke out be-
tween the Chakmas and the
Bengali which left Rupam
Chakma, a class-ten student of
the local school, shot dead.
Although confirmed dead.
Rupam's body could never be

not come into the Bengali ar-
eas.

In Rangamati, about a ten-
hour journey from Lalyaghona
by engine boat across the pic-
turesque region of the hill
lracts, Shah Alam, the Depuly
Commissionar,
on the case said that it now lay

The OC of Baghaichari, Shahidullah, also the Inves-
tigative Officer (I10) of the case, confirmed taking
Khudirams statement as identifying the abductors,
but said that despite his best efforts to rescue Kalpana,

hwmlmsilgatwnwmhamperedduetﬂvanﬂm

reasons.

recovered by the police nor
any of the thirteen persons ac-

cused in the case was arrested.

Incidents of June 27 almost
be-

with the police and the law

-would take its own course.

“On June 12, high officials
of the local administration vis-

commenting

Nurul Anwar, said that his ad-
ministration was under pres-
sure from 'above’ to resolve the
crisis as soon as possible and
he was 'hundred per cent
hopeful’ that Kalpana would be
freed. He added that nothing
could be determined unti
Kalpana was released and gave
her own statement.

"There is no legal barrier to
interrogate a suspect, wher-
ever he is. and we have done
so witlr the Army Lieutenant in
question,” the SP-said,” the
army Brigadier commander
has given me ermissmn to
visit any of t 180 army
camps in the hi]l}" areas,” he
said. .

When asked how many of
the camps he had visited, the
SP said that the terrain in the
area was difficult and the
communications bad, therefore
it was not possible to visit any.

At the Rangamati Army
Headquarters, the Commander
Major told this correspondent
that the army had conducted
its own investigation into the
matter and sent its report to
the local administration.

‘If you have any more
query, please contact the Inter
Services Public Relations, they
are the people to represent
the army to the press," the
Commander Major concluded.

Meanwhile. somme Chakma
villagers claimed that they had
spotted Kalpana being Sﬁiff.t‘:d

'in a jet-boat from an army
camp at Shilchari Mukh at the
intersection of Tangumachara
Mukh and Khagrachari Mukh
on June 18. This, however
could not be confirmed by any
offieial.

In the hilly areas of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, where a
ceasefire is in force until July
30, going missing is a common

phenomenon for both the
Bengali settlers " and the
Chakmas.

In wvery village., both

Chakma and Bengali people
come to teil how many had
?ﬂne missing within the last
ew days. In the: case of
Kalpanaa abduction, the local
administration seemed to be
experiencing quite an uneasy
situation. The matter has been

cut off communications
the Bengali
This corre-
spondent had to change boats
as lhe Bengali boatmen relhised

Llween
Chakma areas.

to ply intor Chakma

Chaknia boatman: i tare died

and the

areas. [he

Thie

[ A

HH.PIIII Chtmn (im white), a r.lu: ten student was l.hut dead
on June 27 while participating in a protest over Kalpana's
abduction. His body was never recovered by the police.
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Rupam Chakma's parents Rupam's mether said,
back my son's body I want to bury him as per our custom", but
his body was never returned.
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