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Schools kabaddi

final today
Sports Reporter

Dolaipar Hi School will

o ﬂd:ah Rifles
School and College in the sixth
schools kabaddi championship
final this afternoon at 5 pm at
the court adjacent to Dhaka

take on Ban

Stadium.
Federation president M Az-
izul Hagque will witness the fi-

nal as t
tribute prizes among the win-
ners.

]Kﬂrpgqﬂhept

ELISTA, Russia, July 11:
FIDE world champion Anatoly
Karpov and his Russian-born
US challenger Gata Kamsky
adjourned the 18th game of
their FIDE World Champion-
ship game Wednesday in what
experts said was a probable
drawn ending, reports AFP.

Karpov, playing black,
sealed his 57th move with
Kamsky, holding a slight ini-
tiative but no decisive advan-
tage, according to experts. He
needs only a draw to clinch
the 20-game match in which
he currently leads 10-7 after
17 :

e 18th game will resume
today.

Romantsev
-
resigns
MOSCOW, July 11: The
coach of Russia's national soc-
cer team., Oleg Romantsev, re-
sigm:d on Thursday after the

team's poor performance in
the Eurxgcan Championship,

Russian Soccer Union ac-
cepted his resignation and
nanmd assistant coach Boris
lgna his successor.
gnh??ha]ﬂan hour- ‘ifgecrh at
the union's meeting rsday,
Romantsev took most of the
blame for the team's defeat. He
said his main mistake was
picking the wrun% players.

He said ayers lgor

Shallimov, Scrg:i Kiryakov and
Dmitry Kharin, who have all
gnc?’ vnth foreign clubs. set

E::o “ethical standards” by
ing interested "mostly in fi-
nancial issues at the expense
of the game."

His comments were re
ported by the Interfax news

Russia’'s team went into the
Euruiean championships last
month in disarray. Romantsev
sent striker Kiryvakov home for
"dissent” and made wholesale
changes to a team that had
been harshly criticized for not
showing enough

Russia played to a draw in a
dramatic match against the
Czech Republic, giving Czechs
a place in the quarterfinals in
the European L?’mmpmnﬁhlph

Stefan sails

BAASTAD, Sweden. July
11: Stefan Edberg made a win

start Wednesday in one of
:;‘tnglﬂ m};ru to hawve
eluded him during his illustn
ous tennis career — which will
end at the end of the year, re
ports AFP.

Playing in the Swedish
Open for the last time, the
former world No. | scored a 6
2, 6-2 first-round victory over
Amernican qualifier Jack Waite

Top seeded Edberg had led

Waite 6 2. 4-2 when play was
suspended because ol rain on
Tuesday

chief guest and dis-

St

days.

l"_}n whee]s hockey goal pnqth and hund!ed aynthetlc turfs are being l-:ept at the newly-
constructed National Hockey Stadium. The turfs will be laid at the stadium within two to three

— Star photo

BRIEF SCORES

TORONTO DISTRICT
CLUB XIl: 172/6 in 40 overs
([Brian Razdurai 74. D Singh
50, Kissoon 24. Rafique
3/27)

BANGLADESH: 166 in
39.1 overs (Moni 59, Nannu
30. Bidvut 19, Rafique. 17,
Proshad 2/23. issoon
2/28)

Bangladesh began
the second phase
campaign of their
North America
tour of the wrong
foot when they

lnst to Toronto District Eleven

t?’ six runs at the Ajax Cricket
ub ground, Toronto, on

wgdntadaj,r.
Bangladesh had a hectic
overnight 12-hour journey

from Washington to Toronto

and hardly got any rest before
their first match in Canada

after a successful tour of the

United States.
According to a faxed mes-

sage received here yesterday,
Bangladesh, chasing a fighting
Toronto total of 172/6 in the

Sports Reporter

allotted 40 overs, were bun-
dled out for 166 with [ive balls
to spare.
On an artificial turf, the visi-
tors. who are now in Canada as
art of a month-long tour two
FEC-&nciate member-nations
in preparation for the next
ACC and ICC trophies, were
never in command in their
chase of the handsome total.

They lost their first four
wickets with only 52 runs on
the board. Opener Shahriar
Hossain Bidyut. one of the two
victims of controversial lbw
decisions, departed for an 18-
ball 19. Ziaur Rashid Rupon
fell for 12, one-down Al-
Shahriar Rokon chipped in
with a patient 35-ball 14 while

skipper Akram Khan, so far
the most consistent er-
former, returned for a duck

after being adjudged leg be-
fore.

After the early debacle,
Minhazul Abedin Nannu, re-
turning to action after a two-
match lay-off due to a sore
shoulder, and Enamul Hugq
Moni, top-scoring for
Bangladesh with an entertain
ing 59-ball 60, raised momen-

Toronto expats sneak by

tarily a ray of hope by putting
on an invaluable 81 runs for
the fifth wicket.

But once Nannu, the most
experienced bat of the coun-
try, fell for 30 in a terrible
mix-up, Bangladesh lost their
last five wickets with the addi-
tion of only 33 runs.

Earlier, the tourists bowling
department. led by left-arm
spinner Mohammed Rafique,.
did well to restrict the local
outfit to an attainable target.
Rafique took three wickets for
27 in his eight economic
OVETS.

For Toronto District Sports
Association. opener Brian
Razdurai and middle-order bat
D Singh were the two chief
run-getters for the winners.

Razdurai, the Sri Lankan
right-hand bat who had earlier
featured in Dhaka cricket for

Mohammedan Sporting Club.
hammered a dazzlin 4 while
the Indian-born Singh scored a

polished 50.

Bangladesh were scheduled
to take on Toronto Youngsters
Club in their next encounter
yeslerday.

-ATLANTA,
Il (AFP): Eight-
time Olympic
champions India
hope to climax a
remarkable com-
eback to the top of
international field hockey with
a gold medal in Atlanta.

A triumph at the Olympic
Games would end a 16-year-
drought for a nation that was
once the dominant interna
tional force in the sport

But India will have stiff
competition

Holland and Australia are
the favourites to win semifinal
places., closely followed by
South Korea. Olympic champi
ons Germany are clear
favourites to win the other
group. with Pakistan and India
battling to join them in the
semifinals

The Indians, who last won
an Olympic gold at the western
boycotted Moscow Games in
1980, slipped to a humiliating
low in 1986 when they [in
ished 12th out of 12 con
tenders in the World Cup

But wily coach Cedric
D'Souza, backed by a commmit
ted administration under po
lice chief K P S5 Gill. have
transformed the ragiag hockey
outfit into world-beaters again
The rejuvenated Indians
carry the entire nation s hopes
of Olympic glory after victories
over gold medalists Germany,
world champions Pakistan and
powerful Holland owver the past
12 months

This team knows they are

capable of winning the gold

July

they lear ne one.! said [) Seuza,
a former- ﬁnﬂlhrrper who
turned coach after [ailing to
make the national squad in the

70s
Meanwhile Pakistan's plans
were disrupted by a row be
tween players and manage-
ment which ended with t'ElE-
e

tain being dropped from 1

CEDRIC D'SOUZA
|6 nber squad for Atlanta
wahbaz had led a revolt hr
24 senior players against coach
Manzoorul Hassan and man
ager Mudassar Asghar. The
crisis ended when both re
signed
Shahbaz led Pakistan 1o vic
tory in the World Cup and se\
eral other tourmaments durig
his six-year tenure
Pakistan Hockey Federation

or gold |

secretary Mudassar Asghar

Shahbaz, one of thﬂ

most influential players, hm:l
been dropped from the Atlanta
squad on disciplinary grounds.
Shahbaz has already accused
the PHF of stripping him of
the captaincy out of revenge.

(:oalkeeper Mansoor Ahmad
will instead lead the squad to
Allanta.

F.Jght(rrarﬁ is a long time in
sport and the days when Great
Hritaln s men stood on top of
the world after their 198R
gold medal triumph in Seoul
are now only a distant memory

A medal of any colour in At
lanta would be a bonus for a
squad which, on current form,
s going 1o the Olyimpies only
o nake up the numbers in the
12 nation event

‘We have problems. admit

tedd manager David Whittle
alter his team flinished last In
iwo recent four nation Ltour
naments. The squad, expected
shift into a higher gear in the
linal run up to Atlanta, has
merely suflered a series ol
lalse starts

Whittle's forwards cannot

score goals, the delence has
developed nervous habits and
even penally corner specialist
Calum Giles has been gmuf
through a barren patch with
only two goals In nine games

in the women's event Greatl
Britain s women hockey play-
ers are banking on experience
to help them better their su
perb 1992 bronze medal
achievement at the Atlanta
Cames.

[ ]
tihwugpue
NEWPORT, ode Island,

July 11: Top seed Byron Black
of Zimbabwe survived his sec-
ond consecutive three-set bat-
tle by hnldinﬂ off South African

ualifier Robbie Koenig, 6-3.

-7, 6-2 on Wednesday to ad-
vance to the quarter finals of
the 230,000 dollars Hall of
Fame tennis tournament, re-
ports Reuter.

Black, ranked 29th in the
world, did not face a break
point while breaking Koenig
twice in the final set of the one
hour, 42 minute match.

But seeds continued to fall
at the only grass court tourna-
ment on the ATP Tour in the
United States.

A pair of Australians, fuurth
seed Sandon Stolle and fifth
seed Patrick Rafter, and eighth
seed Mark Knowles of the
Bahamas were second-round
upset victims.

South African Marcos
Ondruska took advantage of
nine double faults to oust
Stolle 6-2, 6-3.

"1 think it's great, confi-
dence-wise,” said Ondruska,
who reached the Australian
Open fourth round to start this
year. "It's nice for me to work
through, win a couple of
maltches and get my confi-
dence going.”

Canadian Daniel Nestor
knocked out Rafter 7-5, 3-6,

7-6 (10-8) while Leander Paes

ol India needed almost three
hours to rally to beat Knowles

6-7 (3-7), 7-6 (7-5), 7-5

Diego ready
to return

BUENOS AIRES, July 11:
Soccer star Diego Maradona
said Wednesday he is ready to
play for Argentina's national
team if asked, reports Reuter.

"At this moment [ feel so
Argentine that if (coach
Daniel) Passarella invites me, |
immediately tell him 'yes'.™
Maradona told a local radio sta
tion.

"I want to go back to the na-
tional team. People ask me to."
added Maradona, who has been

1

"

at udds with Famulta and
ruled out playing for Argentina
to allow for "new faces to show
up.

i But those new faces do not
show up and "some old ones
can still contribute some
things.” Maradona said.

Hagi ordered
to pay up

BUCHAREST. July 11
Barcelona midfielder .and
Romanian national team cap
tain Gheorghe "Gica” Hagi has
been ordered to pay his foriner
wile a divorce settlement equal
o 338,000 dollars, newspa
pers reported on Thursday
reports AP

His former wife also has the
right to half his 10-room villa
in Bucharest, a court in the
Transylvanian city of Braso
ruled on Wednesday,

Reports said the court ruled
that Hagi did not have to pay
monthly alimony of 7,000 dol
lars. His former wife Celnicu
was ordered to pay 20 million

lei (6.560 dollars) In court
COsls

The average monthly salary
in Romania is about 294 000

lei, about dirs 90

Hagi, 32, led Romania to
the quarterfinals at the 1994
World Cup, but this vyear
couldnt help it o get out of
the first round at the European
I.’Z]mmpmnﬁhl(p

Hagi and Celnicu were mar
ried in 1993 and split shortly

afterward. He remarried in
19495

Umpiring peeves Azhar

LONDON, July 11:
India cricket cap-
tain Mohammed
Azharuddin has
called on the In-
| S | ternational Cri-
cket Council to investigate the
declining standard of Ump-
iring in Test cricket, report
agencies.

In the wake of India's 1-0
series defeat by England — and
a number of poor decisions by
the ICC-appointed umpires
Darrell Hair of Australia and K
T Francis of Sri Lanka —
Azharuddin said Wednesday
that the ICC should "sort out
umpirin in Test cricket."

"l feel it is up to the ICC,"
he said. "We are not very pro-
fessional in cricket, not as
much as they are in other
sports. The game has changed
so much and one decision can
make so much difference.”

The ICC took the decision
to allow all nine Test-playing
countries to nominate two
umpires for the international
panel, while England, the only
country with full-time profes-
sionals. is eligible to nominate
four.

Azharuddin's criticism will
not have been doused by an
appalling — albeit inconse-

uential — action by Francis on
Lthe last day ol the third Test at
Trent Bridge.

As Azharuddin was batting,
he was hit on the pad off the
bowling of left-armer Alan Mul-
lally. From the ensuing appeal,
Francis raised his finger as if
to indicate that the batsman
was out. In fact, he was sig-
nalling the end of the over.

Azharuddin must have had
palpitations. The incident

ended with laughter all round,
although Francis' face was
clearly embarrassed.
Meanwhile, the nine Test-
playing nations were locked in
a stalemate over the election of
a successor to ICC chairman
Sir Clyde Walcott.
- None of th}?m:lg:l?m canﬁir-
ates — Jagmo  Kr-
ish Mackerdhuj and Mgl?:ﬂlm
Gray — won the required two-

MD AZHARUDDIN
thirds majority of the Test-
playing nations at the ICC an-

nual meeting at Lord's.
Walcott's tern as I[ICC
chairman expires in July next

He said the nine delegates
decided to hold another elec-
tion in 12 months' time.

“We could not achieve a
consensus and there was no
clear winner in accordance
with the rules.,” Walcott said.

“The members then de
cided that a fresh election

would be held during our 1997
conference.”

Indian board at:crctaay

Dalmiya, widely viewed as rad-
ical, was assured of the sup-
port of only three Test coun-
tries.

Dalmiya had the sup of

the majority of the smaller 22
associate members who :ach
carry only one vote compared

with the Test-playing nations
who have two votes.

South African cricket board

resident MacKerdhuj and and
ormer Australian Cricket
Board chairman Gray are be-
lieved to have originally split
the anti-Dalmiya vote in the
first ballot.

But it is understood that
MacKerdhuj then withdrew for
the second ballot, at which one °
full Test nation abstained.

Dalmiva won the vote
against Gray — by a 25-13 mar- .
#in — but could not gain the
required two-thirds majnrity of
the nine Test countries.

A proposal to solve the cur-
rent stalemate over the leader- .
ship succession by extending
Walcott's current term was re-
jected.

Delegates also voted against
a separate proposal to rotaie
the chairmanship around the
Test countries.

Dalmiya advocate revolu-
tionary changes which would
rid Test cricket of drawn
matches and argues that ex-

ansion is essential for the
ong-term survival of the game.

He favours a limiting of
first-innings overs or using a
time limit on every innings. He
also proposes a World Club
Championships.

SYDNEY, July 11: Australia
will lJaunch an ambitious cam-
paign on Friday to establish
cricket as a major sport in Asia
but the new eight-a-side for-
mat will bear little resem-
blance to the traditional game,
reports Reuter.

Australian Cricket Board
(ACB) officials have made dras-
tic rule changes for the inau-
gural Super Eights tournament
to be staged in Kuala Lumpur
from Friday and featuring some
of the game’'s top players from
the leading cricketing nations.

Super Eight matches will
last about two hours with each
side facing a maximum of 14
overs, placing the onus firmly
on the batsmen to score runs

as quickly as possible.
“The emphasis will be on
fast, furious action and fun

while keeping the fundamental
nature ol the game intact,”
said ACB marketing manager
David Fouvy.

"We are looking to expand
further and we are evaluating
olther Asian cities to host fu-
ture tournament.” Fouvy told
Reuters.

In devising the new rules,
the ACB has accepted the need

for a more frenetic version of
cricket to appeal to an audi-
ence unfanﬂﬁar with the intri-
cacies of one-day or five-day
Test cricket.

“It makes sense to intro-
duce the basics of whalt cricket
is about in this form rather
than introduce the complexi-
ties of 11-a-side Test-cricket.
That would be a very big chal-
lcngt to market in \sia.,” he

"Our feeling from Asia is
that they are really excited by a
bat-on-ball game which lasts
lor two hours,” Fouvy was
quoted as saying in Friday's
Sydney Morning Herald news-
paper.

Fouvy said the ruling body
had invested a significant sum
in staging and promoting the
three-day tournament in
Malaysia but declined to give
further detail.

In Super Eights, shots
which clear the boundary will
be worth eight runs instead of
the traditional six while each

player. except the wicket-
keeper. must bowl at least one
over.

A batsman must also retire
il he scores 50 runs but he can

‘Super Eights’ joins cricket
fraternity today

return to the crease if all the
other batsmen have been dis-
missed.

Australia will field its two
strongest teams for the tour-
nament, which also features a
Malaysian invitational side, led
by former Australia captain Al-
lan Border. India, New Zealand
and South Africa

Australia captain Mark Tay-
lor has predicted that batsmen
will need to score between 12
and 18 runs per six-ball over
to win matches,

"Everyone is going to try
and get out there and Whack
20 runs as quick as they can,
Taylor told reporters before
leaving for Malaysia on Tues-
day.

“Some blokes will try and
belt it over the fence every ball
and hit eights, as they call
them, but if you can avera
two 'to three runs a ball, youll
be pretty successful.”

Taylor said he believed the
new format could develop
alongside the existing forins of -
limited overs and Test cricket.

Super Eight matches will be
screened on c!:-a}’ television in
Australia and Asia, the ACB
said.

Tough ties on the cards

ATLANTA July

. Pete Sampras
dll[l Steffi Gral
head the stron-
gest ever Olympic
(GGames tennis fie

ld at Stone Mountain Park
here this summer. comprising
53 nations. reports AFFP

The men's tournament! also
boasts such names as American
Andre Agassi, Barcelona bronze
medalist Goran Ivanisevic ol
Croatia, Russia's French O
champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov
and Spain's Sergl Bruguera.

Olympic champion Marc
Rosset of Switzerland is also
w1 to defend his crown against
the likes of Sampras. who
admits a laid back attitude to
the Games

America's
one Sampras said

world number
Tt would be

fine to go and win a gold
medal but it's not top of my
priority list. I'll think about it

when Wimbledon is over
To tell the truth, as soon as
Wimbledon is over the US

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

Open is what's at the back ol
my mind and that is where |
hope to play my best. Bul it
would be fline to go there and

have a feel of the Olympic
spirit."
The US men's team will

also include Malivai Washing-
ton and Richey Reneberg,
while the women's team has
Monica Seles, Chanda Rubin,
Lindsay Davenport and Gigi
Fernandez.

A new women's champion is
hound to be hmmurt‘d as 1992
winner Jennifer Capriati is
ruled out by her low ranking
since slipping down the list
alter personal problems.

Germany's Graf, who won
her seventh Wimbledon title at
the weekend, will have her
main competition from fellow
world number one Seles, plus
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and
Conchita Martinez. both of
Spain.

Should Graf reach the top
step of the podium this sum-
mer. it will be her third

Olympic medal. She won gold
at the 988 Games to complete
"Golden Slam” after wins at
ci.I] the grand Slam events, Graf
also managed a silver medal
behind Capriati in Barcelona.
World number one pair
Todd Woodbridge and Mark
Woodforde. who earned their
fourth consecutive Wimbledon
atl the weekend. will be
favourites to capture gold for
Australia in the men's doubles.

And Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario and Conchita Martinez
will be expected to go one bet
ter than their silver medal on
home soil four year's ago to
win the women's doubles.

However Gigi Fernandez,
who won gnid with Mary Joe
Fernandez in Barcelona. will be
hoping to add a second title
this time with Lindsay Daven-
port.

Meanwhile, key absentees
include Americans Jim Courier
and Michael Chang who are
preferring to concentrate on
the 1S Open
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