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7 Tamil Tigers, 7 soldiers
killed in fresh fighting

tresh wave of attacks in the
north-eastern region. officials

COLOMBO, July 11° Security
furces today fanned deep into
=in

{.au a and killed at least seven
the
guerillas killed seven security
officials

les o0l northeastern

Tamil Tiger rebels as
rersonnel elsewhere,
ere said, reports AFP.

Troops backed by the
force advanced towards jungle

bases of the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to pur-

sue the rebels who had esca-

lated attacks in the districts of
Trincomalee and Batticaloa, of-

ficials said.

"This is a limited offensive
but there had been several
small scale confrontations.” a
military source said. "We have
recovered ithe bodies of seven
terrorists and at least three of
our soldiers were seriously
wounded."

The offensive code-named
"seda Pahara“”. or Tidal Wave,
was aimed at flushing out Tiger
guerrillas responsible for a
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Even as troops were coll-
ducting their latest offensive,
Tigers killed two elite police

commandos

in the eastern

Kumana region within hours of

killin
elsewhere
province.

in the

three more policemen
eastern

Two soldiers were also shot
dead in the northern Peninsula

of Jafina Thursday and eigh

t

more security personnel were
wounded when Tiger gunmen
attacked their vehicle, officials

said.

Tigers are leading a pro-

tracted campai

for indepen-

dence in the island's northern
and eastern regions where the
two million Tamil minority is

concentrated. More t
50.000

bitter fighting.
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of northern Italy on Wednesday, Reuter r:ports from Loren-

zago di Cadore.

The 76-year-old pontiff will reside in a secluded mountain
hamiet owned by the local Roman Catholic church in the
town of Lorenzago di Cadore, north of Venice near the Aus-
trian border. He was greeted on his arrival by local churchean

and
. rest”. "l really need it,"
than in Rome.”

politicians, one of whom told him:
the Pope replied.

ood
ere

to have a
“It's cooler

executed in KSA : saudi aabia

L
[ ]
on gge&daﬁ executed an Afghan man convicted of murder-

ing a compatriot in a dispute over money, Saudi television re-
ported. Reuter reports from Dubai.

It hrmga to 11 the number of peo
ar in its enforcement o
drug smuggr:lg and other crimes. In

ecuted this

lple the kingdom has ex-
Islamic law for murder,
1995, it executed 192

HK derports 123 Vietnamese:

Kong re

rtahun in as many days,

ed 123 Vietnamese Thursda

in the secon

taking the number of asy-

lum-seekers forcibly returned since 1991 to just over 4,000,

AP reports from Hong Kong

The 56 men, 28 women and 39 children from north Viet-
nam, most of whom arrived in Hong Kong in 1989, were
ﬂmm to the Vietnamese capital, Hanoi, the government said.

overnment is speedi
thc

5,000 Vietnamese le
Hm'lg Kong reverts from British to Chinese rule on

up deportations to try to clear
in its detention camps before
I next

DPRK worker defects to ROK: 4

North Korean worker swam down a river

along the tense bor-

der and defected to South Korea Thursday, the Defence Min-

istry said, AP

Choi S
western bo
Korean soldiers, it said.
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Perot to run for

lionaire and former indepen
Perot said Wn:lncnda he will run for president

Party, AFP reports from

if chosen by his Reform

reports from Seoul,

., arrived at Kanghwa Island near the
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M Texas bil-
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Asked in a CNN interview whether he mld run {if l’lll

'r nominates him. he said:
s obvious to anybody when you see

for tht last five years.

I will and | think

"Cﬂ'tl.ll‘;igl
is all | have done

Hall to head UN A%hmgn mission:

Norbert Heinrich Hall, a German

service officer, was

named officlally on Wednesday as the new head of the UN

Mission to Afghanistan,

Reuteér

s from United Nations.

Hall, director of the South Asia division in the German for-
eign office. is familiar with Afghanistan and has travelled fre-

* quently to the region in his current post

. He replaces Ma-

hamoud Mestiri, a former Tunisian Foreign Minister, who re-
signed in May for health rcauun-

Floods kill 15

Torrential rains have tri
vili

said on Wednesday

ggered floods
ers and inflicted more than 8 million dollar in
northwestern Iran since Friday, the official news
. Reuter r
The floods also killed 1.7

h hju:d at Icut 15
e in
.,..;.“ma

300 houses

s from Tehran.
cattle, dest

and damaged farmlands and roads in fast Azerbaijan province,
causing 24 .6 million rials (8.2 million dollar) in damage, it

said .

Fighters holding 300
Liberians hostage to
attract food aid

ABIDJAN, July 11 Faction
fighters in Liberia have been
holding hostage more than
300 civilians mostly women
and children and starving
them to force aid groups to
hand over food. aid workers
said on Wednesday. reports
Reuter,

A humanitarian assessment
leam even listed 154 sick
people including 43 severely
malnourished children under
five, from a camp where gun-
mep had been holding them
since late June near Suehn. 30
km (18.5 miles) north of the
capital Monrovia. they added.

Aid workers. who blamed
gunmen loyal to Alhai Kromah,
one of two vice-chairman on
Liberia's ruling state council,
plamned to return te secure
the release of the remaining

hostages.

“The civilians were starvin
and no food was available ~ ai
group actien centre La Faim
said in a statement released in
Ivory Coast's commercial capi-
tal Abidjan. "Apparently tgl
faction wants to attract human-
itarian assistance, food aid in

particular by starving the de-
tai :

Medecins 5Sans Frontieres
and the UN Department for
Humanitanan airs are also
invalved in’ the rescue éffort

“This 18 not the first
demonstration of the warring
factions' strategy to abuse the

humanitarian ad bﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁ trquhl
into* the count the stale
ment said.

More than 150,000 peopie
nave been killed in over six
years of civil war i Liberia

which was set up by freed
American slaves in 15847 .

arl
ople have died in

|
1
i
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King Hassan II of Morocco receives Palestinian President Yasser Arafat (L) at the Royal
Palace at Rabat, on Wednesday, for talks on the future of the peace process.— AFP/UNB photo
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Izetbegovic blasts Tudjman, Milosevic

Croatla, Serbia bent upon

crushing Bosnia

SARAJEVO, July 11: Bos-
nian President Alija Izetbego-
vic says he believes neighb-
ouring Croatia and Serbia are
.bent upon crushinj
try. but that he is nonetheless
optimistic about Buanias sur-

val, reporis AP.

In a wide-ranging television
interview Wednesday. Izetbe-
govic launched his most direct
attacks on Croatian leader
Franjo Tudjman and Serbian
leader Slobodan Milosevic sin-
ce last 's Dayton accords
ended war in his land.

"This is an everyday battle,
tg keep Bosnia undivided.” he
told Bosnian state television.
"Dayton has not excluded ei-
ther o including the op-
tion of the disintcgratinn of
Bosnia-Herzegovina."

He su Milosevic still
harbored ambitions of creating

hing his coun- .

a "greater Serbia” by incorpo-
rating the-breakaway Bosnian
Serb territory into Serbia.

But he said that those ambi-
tions — which helped spark
the Bosnian war four years ago
— had been battered by inter-
national sanctions against
Serbia and against the Bosnian
Serb self-declared republic.

"I see a relatively week
Serbia in the lung term, unable
to perform a 'greater Serbia
concept' here.” Izctbtguﬂc
said.

For his part, Mﬂusu:vic has
indicated to world leaders he
guuld help oust the nationalist

rb leader Radovan
Karadzic, who is pushing for
the merger with Serbia. But

- Milosevic has not dﬂ]hﬂ.‘:l‘fd on

his assumances.
On the Croatian side, Ize-
tbegovic said that Tudjman's

administration' was "brutally®
interfering in Bosnian matters.
We see this, we are not blind.”

He cited leaders of Tud-
jman’'s party in Bosnia. the
Croatian Democratic Union,
declaring their own separate
republic i a move widely seen
as a prelude for absorbing
lands they control into a
greater Croatia.

CDU officials have said they
were simply trying to protect
Bosnian Croat interest until
the national elections later this

Another report from Lon-
don says. the five-nation con-

t&ct grou to bring pea-
ce to Bosnia Wednesday
that Bosnian b leader Rad-

ovan Karadzic must be remo-
ved from power and influence
and brought to trial on war
crimes charges.

b wea

50.000-

Cambeodian Furemn Minister Ung Huot (C) ﬂhahes handﬂ with his Japanese counterpart
Yukihiko lkeda (R) while Cambodian firet Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh (L)
claps his hands during a signing ceremony of 2 billion yen (18 million US dollar) grant-in-aid
for Cambodia at the Likura Guesthouse in Tokyo on Thursday. Japan pledged the largest
single donation of aid to Cambodia out of 16 countries and five internatiopal institutions.

— AFP/UNB photo

St_lu Ky1 against Myanm.ar's inciiusion into ASEAN
US issues new threat to use

BANGKOK, July 11. US Na
tional Security Advisor An-
thony Lake today issued a new
threat to use trade sanctions
against Myanmar's military
rulers, but also stressed the
need for a dialogue between
the junta and its opponents.
reports AFP.

Sanctions are a "useful wol
tc have in our kets”, Lake
told reporters here, but in-
sisted any decision on their
use would have to await the
ouicome of discussions in

He said that Myanmar and a
democratically-elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyi. who had
been prevented from filling
the reole she deserved in
Burmese society

Lake added. howewver the
United States supported ef-
forts to promote dialogue be-

twéen Aung San Suu Kyi and
the ruling government in
Myanmar

The NLD advocales interma-
tlonal sanctions against Myan-
mar, lo stop foreign invest-
ment thal it believes only
serves to prop up the military
and bring economic benefits Lo
the ruling elite and its sup-
porters :

Two weeks ago US Com-
merce Secretary Mickey Kan-
lor speaking lo reporters in
Bdnz; k expressed Wdahug
ton's deep concern about t
situation in Myanmar and said
sanctions could be an appro-
priate response to the juntas
clampdown againsi its oppo-
neqnts.

Earlier report says, Myam-
nar's entrance inio the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Na-

# trade ban against SLORC

tribute to stability in the pros-
rrrnua region, opposition
eader Aung San Suu Kyl was
quoled as saying today

Aung San Suu Kyl, in an in-
terview with the Bangkok Post,
said that the lack of stability,
rule of law and justice in
Myanmar would be problem-
atic for the grouping m which
Yangon is hoping to become a
full member by 1989

"l think they (ASEAN grmn-
tries) should be careful about
how far the government is ca

pable of achieving peace and

stability. it cannot do the re-
gion any good at all.” she said
ASEAN has promoted a
policy of constructive engage-
merit with Myanmar in the be-
lief that close contacts with
the military authorities were
the best way of bringing about

tions (ASEAN) would not con- _Ehll‘ﬂd] reforms

| ROK priest wins

Magsaysay for
- e

public service

MANILA, July 11: South Ko-
rean ‘Catholic priest John Qh
Woong-jin, founder of a home
of Korea's poor, disabled and
elderly was awarded this year's
Ramon Magsaysay award for

public service, the award foun-
dation announced today, re-

ports AFP.
Oh was cited for "arousing

in modern Korea a compassion
for the poor by 'personifying
the scriptural injunction to
love thy. neighbour'." the foun-
dation said. ;

Oh;, a 50-year-old secular
tprlest founded and built Khot-
un

000 orphans. abandoned
chjldren. the disable and
elderly, using donations from
700, D{l-ﬂ individuals instead of
could
"experience the happiness of
helping others." .

Oh derived inspiration for
his work from the ence
of a 70-year-old man who
begged food for others too
to beg and rescued the
homeless from the told, the
citation said.

The priest will
ollar cash prize and a
medal, along with four other
awardees: in other categories
In ceremonies on August

Jet crash claims
6 in Himachal

Pradesh

NEW DELHI, July
aircraft belonging to India's pr-
ivate Archana Airways crashed
in the northern Himachal
Pradesh state today kill all
six passengers, three of them
Japanese, 'and three crew
members, airline officials said.

An airline spokeswoman
told Reuters the 17-seater L-
410 aircraft, was on its way to
l{ullu a popular tourist spot in

ayan state, from state
capital Shimla when it lost
contact with the air control .of-
fice in Kullu at about 9 am
(0330 GMT).

She said the flight origi-
nated from New Delhi and
made a stop at Shimla.

The three dead Japanese
were Hidakazu Omi, his wife
Kiyoko Omi and C Yamamoto,
the spokeswoman said. Their
ages, occupations and home
towns were not immediately
known, she added.

Lee calls for
L
meet with

Jiang
TAIPEI., July 11: Taiwan
President Lee Teng-hui called
today for a meeting with Chi-
nese President Jing Zemin in
the island's latest drive to
break the deadlock between
the two arch rivals, reports

Reuter.
"To start a new era in

receive a

communications and ra-
tion across the Taiwan Strait
and ensure the stability and
prosperity in the Asia Pacific

region, Teng-hui would like to
meet Communist China's to

leader to exchange opinions.”
Lee said in a keynote address
to the National Assembly.

"Our efforts and sincerity
will win support from people
across the strait. We hope
Communist China's authority

can also get rid of old lhinking

and jointly create a new o
pnnunitjr for future peacefu l
reunification.” Lee said.

Taiwan and China have been
rivals since a civil war sepa-
rated them in 1949. Both gov-
ermments say they want reuni-
fication but under very differ
ent terms.

DPRK exported
370 missiles to
ME since '87

SEOUL, July 11: North
Korea has exported about 370
missiles to the Middle East
since 1987 South Korea's
Yonhap news agency reported
today. says Reuter

nnhap quoted an unnamed

| military source as saying the
ard-

missiles exported b
line Stalinist North included
about 100 Scud-B missiles to
[ran between July 1987 and
February 1988 ¢ missiles
have a range of 300-km (180
miles)

Since 1991, North Korea
has shipped Scud-C missiles.
which have a range of 600-km
(360 miles), to Iraq, Syria,
Libya and Iran, the source was
quoted as sayin

Scud-B and %(ud C missiles
are upgraded yersions of the
Soviet-made Scud-B missile
Pyongya first bought from
Egypt in 1974, Yonhap said.

China expresses
support for Ghali's

bid for second term

BELJING. July 1 1: China has
expressed indirect support for
Boutros Boutros Ghali in his
bid for re-election as Secre-
tary-General of the United Na-
tions. the People's Daily said
today. reports Reuter.

it quoted a Foreign Ministry
spokesman as saying that
China supported a declaration

the Or isation of African

nity (OAU) summit confer-
ence that Boutros Boutros-
Ghali should be re-elected.

The OAlU. at its annual
assembly in Yaounde,
Cameroon, said in a declara-
tion on Monday that it
‘recommend the candidature
of Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali for
a second lerm as Secretary-
General of the UN

The United States
his re-election and has
Aiﬂchl an states not to endorse

m.

TORONTO. July 11: The
US-Canadian dispute over Cuba
policy is escalating into outri-
ght confrontation. including a
call for Canadian tourists to
boycott Florida and a Toronto
company s vow to remain
active in Cuba even if its
executives are banned from
the United States. reports AP

The developments on
Wednesday signalled that
Canﬂda — one of the bi t

E partners of both Cuba
and t United States — is
prepared to rluk a nasty show-
dawn as it helps lead interna-

q?oﬂunn to US legisla-
seeking to drive foreign
hvcstm::nt cmtuf(:uha
The Canadian government.
not endorsing the boy
cott call expressed under-
standing of the initiative
launched rgoa coalition of
church, labour and relief

groups.

will resort to this ki

“It's the kind of signal that |
hope the United Stalta au-
thorities take carefully — that
there are a jot of le who
of vol-
untary unilateral citizen- style
action.” said Foreign Minister

is a real anger about

this.” he said. "1 think they
sadly underestimated just how
we as Canadians feel "

Florida is the No. | tourist

destination for Canadians -
about 2 u:u'lhun nf them travel

there each dﬂﬂendmg

ihuut 1.3 Hlﬂan U
Axworthy's minis which
urgc:d Canadian ﬂn:nn to
Helms-Burton act,

IJ-III ex pressed disap-
puimmmt that the De-
partment was taking I:unﬂ_m
action against Sherritt Interna-

tional a Teronto -hased ecom-
m which operates mines in

The State Department has
notified nine top Sherritt offi-
cers and shareholders that
they and their families will be
denied entry into the United

States.
State Department spakes-
man Nicholas Burns said

offending companies should
recognise that "there will be'a
high personal price to pay for
investmenis in stolen
American property.”

The caction. which becomes
effective in six weeks. was
taken under terms of the
Heims-Burton act seeking to
punish firms which invest in

in Cuba that was con-
from Americans

The six-week grace period
is designed to allow Sherritt to
reconsider its investments in
Cuba. However, the company
said it has ne intention of leav-
ing Cuba despite the US action.

MN's offensive to us and it's

-nove

offensive to Canadians.™ said
Sherritt spokeswoman Patrice
Merrin-Best, "We do business
legally in Canada. legally in
Cuba. legally in every jurisdic-
tion where we operate. We do
not operate in the United
Stales. ™ !

Sherritt is said to be using
facilities owned Freeport-
MacMoRan Co. of New Orleans.

Canada and other countries
believe the United States has
no right to apply American law
beyond US shores. Trade Min-
ister Art Eggleton called the
ainst Sherritt outra-
geous and said Canada will de-
cide next week whether to flle
a challenge saying provisions of
Helms-Burton violate The
North American Free Trade

Agreement.
The ott of Florida was
proposed a coalition of 20

groups, including Canada's An-
glican, United and Presbyte

rian churches. the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers, and
the Jesuit Center for Social
Faith and Justice. The three
churches have more than 6
million members

"How can we vacation in a
place that votes for illegal leg-
islation that bullies its neigh-

bours and harms people
in Cuba?” Harlnn ar, head
of the relief group OXFAM-

Canada, as at a news con-
ference in Ottawa,

Florida was selected as ﬂ;*
boycott ta because man
the most h-_rl:tvenl baekers us
sanctions are members of the
Cuban-American comimunity in
Miami

About 30 Canadian firms
have investments in Cuba, and
opinion polis » about 70
per cent of Canadians support
continued trade with the
Communist ruled island.

Ms. Dewar said the boycott

e in 1983. a refuge for

m
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Top Russian army general
killed in Chechnya

MOSCOW, July 11: A top
Russian army general was
killed in Chechnya today when
the armoured vehicle in which
he was travelling drove over a
mine, Interfax news agency
said, r Reuter,

It said Major General Niko-
lai Skripnik, deputy comman-
der of Russian Interier Min-
istry trmdpa in the north Cau-
casus, d of his wounds
shortly after the mine blast,
which happened at about six
am (0200 GMT) near the wvil-
E{g’: ufhﬁ‘rékhdc;:hich Russian

8 have pounding for .
two days o

Skrl nik, 52, was one of
the mnat senior Russian sol-
diers to die in the Chechen
conflict, which flared up this
week after a six-week lull pre-
ceding President Boris
Yeltsin's re-election. His death
is likely to further anger the
military, which- criticised the
Kremlin's pre-election peace

deal with rebel leader Zl‘.‘—
limkhan Yandarbiyev.

The deputy commander of
federal forces in' Chechnya.
Major General Vladimir Eham '
anov, confirmed on Thursday
that troops were bombarding
Yandarbiyev's headquarters ln
Mekhety, southern Chechnya.

Asked if they were trying te
kill Yandarbiyev, Interfax
quoted him as sa : "A ruth-
less struggle is ng waged
against the armed bandits and
naturally no-one is insured
against the consequences of

powerful artillery and air
strikes. _
Meanwhile, five Russian

soldiers were killed and 23
were injured in clashes in
Chechnya in the past 24 hours.

Earlier report says, interna-
tional mediators in Chechnya
are worried that a new out-

break of ﬂghti could spread
across the rebel Russian re-
gion.
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Topless to put on tops
for a few days only

CANNES, France: The French Riviera resort of Cannes is to
hand out teps to the topless in a drive to stop tourists
wondering its streets naked to the waist, reports Reuter,

Home of a celebrated annual film festival, Cannes is famous
for topless starlets on its beach. But the local council is
determined to confine toplessness to the beach for the sake
of the town's

From Friday until August 31, it plans to distribute T-shirts
in the town's colours to anyone caught with a bare torso in
the streets.

A local by-law I'nrhids people from walking in the town "in
a bathing suit, bare-chested or indecently dressed.”

Rare rhinos in search
of suitable rs

PITTSBURGH: A rare white rhinoceros won't mate with
her half-brother, so Pittsburgh Zoo officials are sending both
animals to China to find suitable partners, reports AP.

"They do much better in a herd situation," said Lee Nesler.
Pittshurgh s head curator. "In their social setup there need to
be multiple females for one male, who will spar with other
males to establish dominance.”

The San Diago Zoo asked Pittsburgh to participate in the
mating trip because China was trying to dp iversify its herdis -
genes. The animals will travel in special crates to the

. Chengdu Zoo. San Diego’s sister zoo, in the Sichuan province
of south-central China.

An internationally administered Species Survival
Programme regulates matings to maintain genetic diversity in
rare animals, said Randy Riceches, curator of mammals [nr
the San Diego Wild Animal Park. The park has bred 111
rhinos of different species.

Chengdu's climate is similar to Pittsburgh's, and the zoo
provides excellent care in a spacious compound, Nesler said.

The white rhino species is native to southern Africa. but
only about 4,000 remain in the wild. Their horns are popular
with poachers, who can sell them to be carved into dagger
handles or ground into medicines.

The Pittsburgh pair were born in captivity 18 years ago
ﬂnd have lived in a compound at the zoo for most of their

VES.

Captive rhinos can survive into their 40s and females in
their 308 can bear young. Gestation lasts 17 months and
typically produces a 150-pound (68 kilogramis) baby.

Paco Rabanne shows a space tutu (R) and a space sheath

with star spangles (L) in silver metal and PVC for the
autumn-winter 1996-1997 high-fashion collection presented
in Parnis on Wednesday — AFP/UNB photo

Canadians to boycott Florida protesting US policy against Cubg

US warns Americans
in KSA of possible

bomb attacks
WASHINGTON, July 11: The
United States on Wednésday
warned Americans in Saudi
Arabia ol pessible new attacks
following last month's truck
bombing that killed 19 ser.

vicemen, reports Reuter.

“The. US Embassy continues

to receive reports that suggest
that there could be lurther at-

tacks uton officials and unoffi-
cials facilities." the Stale
Department said in an an-
nouncement

The US statement also said
that “individual American and
companies In Saudi Arabia have
mﬂr‘tld r:lls threatening fur-
ther attacks.”

"Some of these reports may

threat would be dropped if-
President Clinton waives a key
section of Helms-Burton allow-
ing Americans to sue foreign
companies that “traffic’ in na-
tionalised property formerly
owned by US citizens in Cuba
Clinton's deadline for deciding
on a six-month waiver is Tues-

Ms. Dewar acknowledged
that many Canadians would go
to Florida under any circum-
stancea, but she said there
could be a marked impact on
Florida's economy even U the
boycott were only modestly
succesaful.

“You'd be surprised.”
sa i (‘uudhmmqtu:tlhuul
our Itnlrnl values, but we feel
w'ry' rongly about them.”
he boycotl advocates are

conlacting government and have no basis or be only ha-
tourism-industry officials in rassment. But it is likely that
Florida, suggesting they urge some of these reports reflect

Clinton to approve Lhe walver.

g pln*m.lnu for I’Itl::.‘*!l it said.



