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Three-year-old Ahmed Malik, injured in the St Luke's
School attack, is visited by father Javed Pervaz as he recov-
ers in Birmingham Children's Hospital on Tuesday Police
have arrested a man in connection with the attack in

which a man attacked children and adults with a
machete. — AFP/UNB photo

Hamas leader escapes Gaza prison: »
senior Hamas milit chief escaped on Tuesday from Gaza
rison where he had been detained since a wave of suicide
mbings in Israel in March. a Palestinian source said, AFP
reports iIrom Gaza Strip.

Awad Silmi, 25, one of the leaders of Ezzedin al Qassam.
the military wing of the Islami Resistance Movement
(HAMAS). escaped with another unknown Palestinian
detainees, the source said. Silmi was arrested by the
Palestinian authority in the crackdown on Islamic militants
which followed the four suicide bombings in Israel in late
February and early March that left 58 dead in the Jewish
state.

Netarr?rahu's daughter to join army:

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's daughter Moa. who is

returning to Israel from the Unifed States this week and

lans to join the army. says she hopes the media will let her
. AP reports from Jerusalem.

“l have no intention of becoming a celebrity in Israeli,” the
18-year-old was quoted as telling the Yediot Ahronot daily.

he is Netanyahu's daughter by his first wife. The Israeli
El ress located her in New York City a few weeks before lsrael's

ay 29 ::Ic:f:tinns living with her mother. stepfather and
ngs. -

Sihanouk leaves for Cambodia: X

day after bad weather forced them to turn back, a plane
angmghﬂng Norodom Sihanouk and his wife left Wednesday
fo ia, a news report said, AP reports from Beijing.
The king has s
medical treatment for a variety of ailments includi
cancer and brainr lesions. Sihanouk was seen off at
airport by Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Wu Tao. the
official Xinhua news agency report

Chinese student j aJled for 65

Chinese student was :cntenccd Tuesday to at least ;1!5 years
in prison for the stabbing deaths of a fellow Chinese graduate
student and his wife, AP reports from Moscow.

The 'tertn (ondéred By 2nd District Judge 1da Leggetl ‘is the
mandatory minimum Wenkai Li will serve for the May 29,
1995, slayings. The sentence included a 40-year term for the
murder of Xia Ge, 25, and a 25-year term for the murder of

her husband, Ning Li, a University of ldaho doctoral student.
The terms are to be served consecutively.

pent almost three months abroad seeking
diabetes,

ghtmn g kills 2 1 in Singapore:

Lightning killed a man and his son at their fish farm in
Singapore, the Straits Times newspaper said yesterday,
Rcuter reports from Singapore.

Pang Suk Eng, 50, and his "30-year-old son Chee Seng
were found unconscious by neighbours with burn marks over
their bodies after a thunderstorm on Tuesday: They were
declared dead by a local ambulance crew. "They had gone out
to check on their gup ies despite the heavy rain and
thunder," Oh Kian Seng, the neighbour who found the bodies
of the two men, told the Straits Times."

~Air crash kills 17 in Australia :

All 17 le on board a twin Otter light aircraft were feared
killed on Tuesday when it crashed in Papua New Guinea's
southern highlands pravince, Australian radio and airline
officials said yesterday, Reuter reports from Sydn
An air safety team was heading for the scene o the crash.

The twin-engined aircraft, which was operated by the Papua
New Guinea Airline, Milne Bay Air, was on a flight from the
_remote outpost of Bosavi to the provincial capital Mendi. A
" spokesman for Australia’s Foreign Ministry said that an
Australian pilot was believed to be among the d&ad but added
that details were still sketch.

2 ROK ex-gremdentlal aides freed:

Two retired generals, charged with helpi% a former military
strongman collect bribes, were released Wednesday pending
the li;:nm:lumun of their corruption trial, AP reports from
Seou

Ahn Hyun-tae, chief bodygufird of former President Chun
Doo-hwan, and Sung Yong Wook, a chief tax administrator
under Chun, were freed six months after they were arrested
in Jaﬂuary on corruption charges.

gduake hits NZ's S Islands: 2

e 5.3 earthquake rocked the northern end of
the uth Island on Wednesday, AP reports from Well:ingtnn.
Police said there were no reports of serious damage or
injuries. Institute of Geological and Nuclear Sciences
Seismologist Terry Webb said the quake hit at 9.36 a.m New
Zealand time (2136 GMT Tuesday).

89th Ariane sEaﬁe rocket takes off:

The 89th Ariane Eyropean space rocket took off Tuesday
from the space centre in Kourou and successfully launched
two telecommunications satellites, Arian space officials said,
AFP re from Kourou.

’I;lhﬂ take off occurred at 2225 GMT, and the deployment
of the Arab Sat-2a and Turkuat lc satellites were completed
some 20 minutes later. The launch used the most
the Ariane series, the Ariane 441, with French aerospace

' group Aerospatiale — which built the two satellites on board — .

taking full responsibility for the ﬂight

e Beijing .

powerful of

Time-bomb hidden
in flower tray
defused in Lanka

COLOMBO, July 10: A time-
bomb hidden in a flower tray
brought as an offering to a
ist shrine In northeast-
ri Lanka was defused by

an y bomb disposal squad
0 aturday, the state-run
D News said today, reports
Reuter.

The bomb was timed to go
off when a group of policemen
was due to Ittl:.nd are us
ceremony at the Jayanthipura
Buddhist Centre in Polonnar-
uwa, it said.

Polonnaruwa lice were
not immediately available for
comment .

The bomb was detected by a

police informant who had been

the crowds of
devotees on the lookout for
Tamil Tiger rebels, the paper
saikd.

The informant noticed a
thin wire protruding from one
of the flower trays, it said.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam LTTE 0 are
fighting for an independent
homeland for minority Tamils
in Sri Lanka's north and east,
ol)cT'att in neighbouring Battic-
atl:a ﬂﬂl’::]}'l'_‘ ﬁllttm !t;edhulrd
where ave st u
attacks on military lﬁrlﬁ!lﬂf

targets in recent months

Britain, France
warned to pull out
troops from KSA

LONDON. July 10: Britain
and France have been warned
to pull their troops out of
Saudi Arabia. by one of the
fiercest opponent of the Saudi
regime and of the United
States’ presence in the Gulf,
the Independent reported to-
day, reports AFP,

Osama bin Laden, who the
&?pﬂ.’ said has been accused by

estern and Arab governments
of being "the financier of an
Islamic international,” told the
daily in an interview that such
a move was necessary to avoid
the fate of the US soldiers
killed by a bomb in Saudi
Arabia two weeks ago.

The 40-year-old Saudi dis-
sident said that killing the
Americans marked "the be-
ginning of war between Musl-
ims and the United States."

The attack than a
month after four Saudi Islamic
militants were executed for a
November car bomb attack
against a US military office in
Riyadh that left five Americans
and two Indians dead.

- Tigers attack
fishing village.
kill 2 soldiers

COLOMBO, July 10: Tamil
rebels attacked a coastal fish-
ing ‘village in northwestern "Sri
Lanka, torc some huts and
killing two soldiers., militarv
cfficials said Wednesday, re-
poris AP.

The guerillas fled after
Stealing 30 fishing boats, the
officials said.

Six Sinhalese chrﬂians and
four policemen were injured in
the attack on Tuesday t on
Gangewadiya village, 145 kilo-
meters (90 miles) northi of
Colombo, the Sri Lankan capi-
tal, officials said on condition
of anonymmty.

Also on Tuesday, a Tamﬂ
¢ivilian repairing military wvehi-
cles was s tandkl"ledhythc
rebels in eastern Batticaloa
district, the officials said.

Tamil rebels are fighting for
a homeland in the north and
east. They
discrimination by the
Sinhalese, who contro
government and the military.

rity

Malaysian air force
- asked to run .

Sarajevo airport

KUALA LUMPUR, July 10:
Malaysia is considering a re-
uest Bosnia to hand over
the running of the Sarajevo
‘airport to the Malaysian air
force, Defence Minister Syed

Hamid Albar was reported -
Wednesday as saying, reports

AP,

Syed Hamid said the request
was made recently through
diplomatic n:hanm:la the New
Straits Times re

The Raoyal- ala ian Air
Force will soon send a team to
see if Mala can accummn

date the request, Syed Hamid

said.

Defence minist officials
were not immediately available
to confirm the cho

The RMAF ha hclped run
'two other airports in war
zones; the Pochentong airport
in Cambodia in 1993 and the

adishu airpert in Somalia

in Y974,
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Synan FM sa

Arab countnes won't

give up any land

DUBAL, .July 10: Syrian For-

ecign Minister Faruuq Al-Shara will aceept
said on Tuesday that Arab

countries would not give up
any jand -and that u Is-
rael's new government

changed its policies it wouid

i | | close the door to the peace

US President Bill Clinton (R) meets on Puesday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in the Oval Office of the White House. Netanyahu is scheduled to be in

Washington today.

WASHINGTON. July 10: Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanynhu promised President
Bill Clinton on Tuesday he
would keep the Middle East
peace process alive but offered
no specific new concessions to
back up that pledge. reports
Reuter.

Al a news conference alter
their first meeting since Ne-
tanyahu ousted U.S-backed
Prime Minister Shimon Peres
in the May 29 election, Ne-
tanyahu assured Clinton his
new hardline government
would continue to strive for "
peace with lﬁtuﬂt}' with Arab
states im‘:h.:dMF

" I'm oon ld:nt we can
overcome the hurdles that face
us and continue with the gen-
uine process of seeking peace
with security, We have a de-
termination to work with

those Arab leaders who are In
terested in seeking peace.”

Netanyahu said.

He also said without elabo-

rating that he was prepared to
negotiate with Syrian, Presi-
dent Hafez al-Assad, a nod to
U.S concerns his right wing
Likud government would slow
the pace of peace negotiations
with Syria and the Palestinians

But he stressed that Israel's
security is paramount and a
prerequisite for peace, and
sald a "cessation of hostilities”
would help bulld the trust
“which Is badly needed be-
tween [srael and Syria.”

While cordiality was the
order of the day between him
and Clinton — who needs U.S
Jewish voter support for his
own November g re-eleetion
bid — Netanyahu stuck to the
tough positions that won him

™

— AFP/UNB pheto

Netanyahu promises Clinton to
keep ME peace process alive

A narrow victory over Peres

He offered no timetable for
a first meeting with Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat to discuss
his expanding Palestinian
sway in the West Bank and
Caza Strip.

| sajid that if | drfm it
necessary for peace or for the
interest of Israel to meet
Arafat, | wouldn't rule it out.”
the lgraell leader said.

Clinton, stapding’ al

his guest in the elegant e
Héuse East Room. gently urged
Netanyahu to have a high level

dialogue, saying " the more

contact the better.”
Netanyahu, starting a five

day U.S visit, lft the door

open 1o bullding of new Jewish
settlements in occupied Arab

torfes, a posttion Washing-
Enﬂillrmﬂ; opposes,

process, reports Reuter.
“What we see now is inter-

national consensus su

", he said.
"But on the opposite side
the stand of the new lsraeli
never lets an

government
portunity iﬂ by without
asserting ce of the in-
ternational community and
ridiculing the basis of the
peace process.” )
Shara was speaking in
Rivadh where he ar on
Tuesday for talks with his
Saudia counterpart Prince
Saud Al-Faisal A copy of his
remarks was provided to

Reuters.
He said lsrael "a radi-
y con-

cal policies which if
tinue will close the door for-

mm?mmm!upalm-

"He who thinks that Arabs
under any political
rircumstances ... relinguishin
any part of their occupied l:rg

ntnrj' or uuurp:d righis, is

Saudi Tel»nrmlun showed
Prince Saud spe at tht
start of a joint Sa
meeting lnt:nded
strengthen econemic lnd
other ties.

He said it was "Necessary
for Istael to resume talks on
the Syrian, Lebanese and
hym“ tracks without de-
Shara and Prince Saud reit-
erated their support for the
conclusions of an Arab leaders’
summit in June held after Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was elected
Israel’'s Prime Minister.

Arab leaders told lsrael's
new Fovcrnmt that they

would reconsider promises
made in five of Middle
East peace t if it tried to
do the same.

. Syria has urged Clinton to
use the to curb what
it called Net 's "racist
andawm

Clinton has ordered US
training of Bosnian army

WASHINGTON, July 10
President Clinton has ordered
the start of the long-awaited

US-led programme to train
and equip the Bosnian armed
forces, AP.

reports

Clinton's action Tuesday
came hours afler the Bosnian
plrlllm-ent rtmm'td a final
stumbling block A
law integrating thc uslim-
Croat federation's military
forces.

“When | ted, it will
strengthen security for all
Bosnians and contribute signif

oy 3 I e 1 e

“iEWtht he ‘of the
ith the passage of t

law, the Bosnian government
has made good on its com-
mitments”, Clinton said. "Now
we can make good on ours:
The US-led, international
tnun md—tquip programme

will begin immediately”.

And he said the United
States will soon transfer about
100 million dollars in military
equipment to Bonsia.

" The White House said the
military hardware includes
46,100 rifles. 1.000 machine
guns, 6.592 radios and tactical
tekphnneoﬂ . 45 tlnh! . 80 ar-
mored personnel carriers. 480
light antitank weapons and 15
utility helicopters,

'I"hcmmuhqn
ful that other countries, Saudi

Arabla, Kuwait, Malaysia and
the United Arab Emirates, will
contcibute more than ldlﬂ

million dollars. Turkey has
already bqun t.mﬁlln‘ Bosnian

intnrn said the actual
training will be conducted and
mnp:lbylﬂ'ﬂl a US-based

allege widespread 4
the |

Senators unhappy with Clinton's

WASHINGTON, 'July 10 :
Lawmakers examining a deadly
terronist attack on US sirmen
in Saudi Arabia peppered top

. Clinton administration officials

with duestions and came away
still concerned about what was
done and hot done to protect

-troops in the field, reports AP.

At a contentious hearing
Tuesday, a panel of President’
Clintoa's tcp defence officials
acknowledged some mistakes
in the months leading up to
the June 25 terrorist truck-
bomb attack on US military
I quarters in Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia.

But the officials said th
did the best they could wit
what Detlence Secretary
William Perry called "spotty
and inconclusive” intelli :
They also warmed that the
threat of terrorism against
thousands of troops still in
Saudi Arabia remhins high and

much must be done to thwart
it.

Lawmakers &8f both parties
on the Senate Armed Services
Committee were dissatisfied
with answers provided b
Perry; Gen. John Ehaﬁhshvﬂﬁ
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Stafl; and Gen Binford Peay,

head of the US Central Com- .

mand, which is responsible for
the Gulf.

"“The obvipus fact is that
they didn't do ennugh because
19 Americans are dead”, Sen
Joseph Lieberman, a Connecti-
cut acrat, said of the high-,
ranking officials who are re-
sponsible for protecting thou-
sands of US military personnel
in Saudi Arabia. "We can't ever
come to another h:aring
months or years from new an
look back and say we didn't Ho
enough”.

At -times lawmakers ex-
pressed bewildermeni at the

officials answers on Dhahran blast

answers they received. Sen.
John Warner, A Virﬁmia Re-
Puhllcan said ¢ WwWaAS
stunned” that Peay apparentl
had failed to clnscljr Pqucutinr{
Air Force Brig. Gen. Larry
Schwalier following the blast
aboat wiwther the Saudis had
refused a request for a wider
erimeter around the Khobar
owers housing complex.
Later, when Peay. said it
never had occurred to him
that terrorists would use a
much larger bomb than one
used in a smaller-scale attack
on US fotces in Riyadh last
November, Sen Richard B

a Nevada Democrat, said, "I

find that somewhat shocking”.

Later, the committee went
into closed session and heard
from Prince Bandar Bin Sultan,
the Saudi ambassador to the
United States. A government
official, speaking on condition
of annn}'mjty, said.

with a request made by his office.

4 o _! ‘I'. \
* South African Presldent Nelsun Mandela {L] arrives at London's Heathrow airport on

Monday accompanied by his daughter 38-year-old Princess Zenani (R). There was no state
reception and his arrival, on a South African Air Force jet, was very low Rey in accordance

— AFP/UNB photo

7 years' effort of countless aching fingers put Islam online

QOM, Iran, July 10: With its
domed Islamic shrines and
bearded Muslim clerics, this
ancient religious city now has
at least one place that's cut-

perpetual smile.
his aim is

glasses and a
Korani

ting-edge: Mi Kurani'n com- digging through countless reli-
- puter centre, AP. : ous texts dating back to the
Beneath thc gold-and-  birth of Islam and its - hol

book. the Koran, some 1.4
years ago.

turqg s of a theo-
‘logical seminary, Koranl runs
an ambitious projeet to place
5,000 Islamic texts on <om-
ter and make them available |
scholars worldwide via the
Internet,
It's believed to be the .

flects a
visible from

. aching . Korani and his
small have hand- tu changes.
2,000 Persian and Arabic |  "In the human ces, it
books onto their rs at takes so much time to
- the Golpaygani . An mnwmmm
m&mu’m 4 Ede have this f.u.cﬂitgr
| "We still have a long way to rmﬂ{uuwumc
A q ter leuch

‘can pmduclc

wears a white turban, brown

m is sim-
plﬁ to help scholars of Islam,
whose research often requires

But Korani's work also re-
modernizing impulse
in Iulamic: Iran that's not often
beyond its bor-
ders. While some older, tradi-
tional clerics in Iran see such
technology as a threat to their

pre-eminent roles, a ymmﬁr
generation embra the

Eﬂ wn

st of.Islamic

commentaries down through
the centuries on issues r
from how a husband shoul
relate to his wife to why Mus-
lims should nof eat pork.
agn .best known as Iran's
leading rell.gmun centre, is not
a ce one associates with
'm technol
tollah Ruh lah Khome-
ini, @ather of Iran's 1979 Is-
‘lamic revelution, taught in
om for decades. Some
,000 would-be clerics stu
in the many seminaries, and
seeins second man on
the streets wears a robe, a
%ﬂs M .&md o
Grand Ayatollah !ﬁhlm-
mad-Reza + the man
the seminary. is named after,
80 conservative he be-
lieved that Islam did not per-
mit music of any kind,
‘But before the Ayatollah
died in 1993, Knrlnj was able

~ (Golpayg

use the computer, and then no’

to persifade him that putting

Islam online would be a boon

for clerics and scholars.
"The reat Ayatollah
gave the order to

one disagreed,” said Korani, a
self-ta t computer buff who

proposed the prnjcr:t shortly
after receiving personal

cm%m:r as a glft -
ani, originally from Le-

banon, is hlmuc]f an in
ous mix of traditional and
‘modern.
- His Spartan office has a
small desk and one simple
chair, Even that remains
em when he entertains visi-
tors sitting with them on a
faded green carpet and drink-
ing cardamon-flavored tea
His metal hmkiheif is filled
with classic Islamic® texts in
Persian and Arabic, inter-
with the Reader's Di-
gest Bible, several boxes of

computer diskettes and a well-
thumbed copy of "Teach Your-
self DOS.”

Down the hall, gray-bearded
clerics in the library still pore
over dusty books with worn
covers and cracked spines. But
Korani's charges, most of them
in their 20s, feverishly pound
awa}r on the I:cybnarcia in the
nearby computer rooms.

When it's completed, Ko-
rani's Encyclopedia of Islamic
Laws Centre will have a
database on all branches of 1s-
lamic law as well as the an-
swers to thousands of religious
questions on subjects such as
medicine, education and eco-
nomics.

The centre i: n to all
scholars, Korani said, proudly
noting that the Vatican sent
researchers from Romé to
study Islamie texts on Jesus,
regarded as a prophet by Mus-
lims. To demonstrate the

I

wealth
rani banged out a quick word
search for "Jesus," producing a
long list of entries.

of matertdl on ﬂlr:, Ko-

Iran's Islamic leaders have

sought'to encourage computer
use in recent years, but the
process has been slow. '

' US sanctions have made it

difficuit to obtain American
models.
. makes imports from elsewhere
])ruhihit!vf]y expensive. And

A weak economy

ran has also had to develop its

own sgftware in the Persian

language.

The texts are all in Persian

or Arabic, but Korani plans teo
include some information in
n%llh on the Internet page
ish-speakers can con-
tact thc centrc
"We are not against tm:h
nology,” Korani said. "We be
litve that this tcrhnnlt'»f
the gift of God and sho 5
available to all people.”

ovina, July
uture” in
tions, despite its successful
record in
mander of the Russian brigade
helping to
Bosnia

ports

Russian forces pound
Chechen village

MOSCOW, July 10: Russian

artillery and aircraft a
Chechen village esday.
- threatening the breakaway re-

Eublit with a new al of
loodshed just days after Boris
Yeltsin wen a nc' term

pmm:hhﬂm in Ehl!(‘:hﬂ?lr

Russian forces also im-
posed a 9 p.m to 5 a.m curfew
on the entire republie, shut
down the airport in Grozny,
the capital, and closed off the
city to civilian traffic.

and the

The clampdown
assault shattered the already
tattered ceasefire accord that

was part of Yeltsin's re-elec-

tion t:ampuﬂgn and darkend

hopes for a tiated end to
the 19-month conflict in
¢ .

hechnya.
The Russian commander in

Chechnya said he read Yeltsin's

as a mandate for the

Hr:mhm?::"?mﬂituy campaign to

LONDON: A medieval gold
( 247,500 dollar) on ‘lucada
British coin, Spink's Auction

A private collector
first to be struck in
pre- -sale estimate.

" The king Henry

kttp the mostly

nNnews'

tinues its policy
tions

coin as anldfur 159,500
setting
se said, reports Reutler.

urchased the 700-year-old coin. the
d in England, for more than twice its

[l of England was fascinated by geld

Muslim
republic in lht Russian
Federation

Yeltsin MHM

blamed the renewed vielence
on the rebels, saying they had

W@Mlﬂ-
l'.uhhpl'!llm
leader Zelimkhan
in-uadlltm
demandlng an lanation
from Moscow for the " re-
sumption eof large scale mili-
tary activities." the Interfax
said.
" i the

blackmail

each other of violating the
- cease fire and a

pounds
a world record for a

and the first such coin was struck in the late summer of
1257. It seems likely that such coins were made from gold

accumulated over a

period of time by the king himself," said

Spink's coin specialist May Sinclair.

The coin is so unusual and valuable because d
III's reign most coins had been struck in silver, she

Henry

Thank God, her heart

didn't stop

HONG KONG: An B0-year-old Hong
never to take an elevator alone aﬂ::r bei

three days inside a broken
Wednesday. reports AFP.
Fan ah-Hoo,

thinking

80. was caught
broken lift while her family hunted desperat
she could be just a few metres {feet]

Kong woman has vowed

trapped for nearly
the press reported

lift,

hours m:ide tht
f r htr

for 61

L ust waited and waited without thinking anythm.g ‘Fan
said. She was unhurt but was tired, hungry and thirsty.

'NATO has no future in

peacekeeping operations'

UGLJEVIK, Bosnia-Herze-
10;: NATO has "no

peacekeeping opera-
Bosnia, the com-

implement the
eace, said here, re-

"We arc civilised enough to

undertake multi-national mis-
sions without having to call on
this
Alexanderlenchov told
ists, rcftrﬂng to NA

ershi
tion

General
nurnal—
's lead-

daelt:l‘: implementa-
orce
He agreed with US military

machine.”

leaders that cooperation be-
tween the former Cold War
foes in Bosnia was goi
though it was clear
Moscow and Washington this
success was interpreted dif-
ferently.

well,
at in

NATO leadership
tipns between NATO and Rus-
sia should mirrer the kind of
cooperation achieved in Bosnia
— in other words a stable rela-
tlonshi

eVer,
demonstrates that Russia can
work with the United States,
rather than with NATO.

For Washington and the
. future rela-

based on mutual trust.
In the Russian view how-
the Bosnia cooperation

"We have shown that Rus-

sians and Americans can work
together” at military level, El-

nchov sald at a meeting
the

Bosnia.

with

at his headquarters
glievik in northeastern

Benchov was critical of offi-

cials on the civilan side of the
Dayton peace accords, who he

were content to "observe”

while not deing enough.



