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Learnin g from the Learners

teacher teaches only af-
ter he learns. And whi-
le he learns he is as
good as a learner by all
standard. The only advantage
he however. enjoys is that he
learns from the
greater knowledgeability then

the general learners seem-
ingly devoid of the knowledge

they specifically seek to learn.
The ifference is subtle
though, from the viewers

int of view. the two entities

ave their own distinctive fea-
tures to be readily identified
and seen in segregation.

From such an enviable po-
sition of a teacher or an in-
structor, the incumbent would
naturally hold a position of
command. which, in turn,
would demand his listeners’
closer attention to his learned
deliberation. This is the most

usual scenario observed in
the classroom lecture ses-
sions. But. exceptions are

there when a teacher, rather
an intelligent teacher. throws
the ball to the learners court
in order 1o induce them to
open all their windows of
knowledgeability even though
they may not always coincide
with_that of the more exposed
teacher. It is not unus that
such spontaneous exercise on
the part of the learners illu-
mines the otherwise dark al-
leys of the teacher's knowl-

eability and thus enriches

him.
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path to

not know the prnﬁ;rr
¢ proverb

its exposition, °
goes like this:
"He who knows not. and
knows not that he knows not,
Is a fool — shun him;
He who knows not,
knows that he knows not,
Is gnorant — teach him;
He who krows and knows
not that he knows,
Is asleep — wake him;
But he who know$
krniows that he knows
[s a wise man — follow him."
Here, the role of the
teacher shall mainly confine to
the people in the second and
third category. And of course,
he holds his own berth in the
tourth and last dictum and
that's why he is a teacher.
Acquiring knowledge is in-
variably the primary concern
for any ‘t!i%ih e' learner. [ use
the word 'eligible’ because, in
the context of the instructional
lectures in class rooms on
predetermined subject, it does
not always bring in those who
are willing entrants to the
course. Because, very often
entries to the training courses
offered by the institutes, are
sent whimsically by the em-
ployers. There are instances
where trainees are forwarded
without having any relevance
to their functional activities
at the work places. Plainly,
such employers nominating
them do not either have time

and

and

to assess the relevance or are

Feigning that there is no break
ostensively. the teacher. puric-
luates his lecture with hu-
morous anecdotes which keep
the listeners briefly released
and prepare them to take the
second spell.

Another effective strategy
shall be to ask for personal ex-
perience of the individuals in
their respective workplaces,
during the intervening period
between two spells of six min-
utes. This is in effect another
way to unveil the state of
comprehension of the individ-
ual and which serves as a tool
10 assess the extent of
knowledge he/she has
achieved so far. | would con-
sider it a two-way tiest, both
for the learner and the
teacher. When the latier in-
duces the former to talk, he
can quickly measure his own
clarity of expression from the
inconsistent and irrelevant
presentation of the learner.
The teacher can thus mend
the fences before he is caught
off-foot by some other unpre-
dictable learner.

Learning in humar life ter-
minates only in death.
Otherwise it is a centinuous
process. And truly none can
claim absolute knowledge in
every subject under the sun.
Your learner son today can ap-
prise you, his old father, of
anything that you did not
come across in your time.
Conversely, the little son has

Learning in human life terminates only in death. Otherwise ii is a continuous
process. And truly none can claim absolute knowledge in every subject under
the sun. Your learner son today can apprise you, his old father, of anything

that you did not come across in your time. -

It is not always good to as-
sume the learners as being of
inferior stocks. At times, the
teacher faces the tentials
of many a learners catching
him unaware. At the onset of
his » lecture a good teacher
does not behove a teacher at
all. Instead, he sinks himself in

totality with the learners,
idré:: himself with them
with an plea that he is as
good as mn are and that he

is present to learn with them. -

Such an attitude di to

" the learners an air of pleasant -

complacency to spur their

instincts and native fer-
vour. This gesture of
the teacher eventually does

the motivation of the
learners and ensures greater

participation. The barrier be- .

tween the two entities is
gone, )

Such a proposition is most
likely to be fruitful i as much
as .that it helps the otherwise
shy learner in transcending
the boundaries of their known

rofic on the subject of
. It Is in fact, a warm-
ing up exercise that gears up
the tive #spect of the
session. It does also offer an
opportunity te each individual
learner to re-discover himself
Jhersell.

In this context, 1 am
tempted to allude to a very
thought-provoking ancient
Arabian . which, among
others, THHHI on rousing
the one who, despite his dor-
mant knowledgeability, does

;
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goaded by the training insti-
tutes to send one or two nom-
inees. However, the nominees
having relevance to the sub-

ject or course contents, are
the people who are the proba-

ble cipants in our pro-
pﬂﬁﬂipg—ﬂtl"mﬂg process. | shall
consider such group of partic-
ipants as ' 5

In my personal estimation.
a for total involvement
of] the participants in the dis-
cussion, needs some tactical
effort on.the pari of the
teacher/instructor. At the first
instance, he has to create an
a here which shall take
him closer to his listeners. He
shall refrain from going di-
rect to the subject of his lec-
ture but shall go to it in a
round about way. He shall start
talking on unrelated matter,

go about the individ-
uals often punching witty re-
marks so that the air is not

surcharged with the heavy
materials of the su of de-
liberation. A cleseness between
«the two entities thus
_achieved must be sustained to
the last.

And dn to the intreduction
of the subject — efforts should

be there to make the intro-
ductory observation more
precise and in a simplistic lan-
ghuag:- It must be remembered
that, none listens to you raptdy
beyond six minutes at a
«stretch. This is a tested psy
chological aspect of human at-
tention. After every six min
utes there is an automatic
break in the attenfion

to fall back on your knowledge
and ience on many other
subjects in which he is yet to
have some ideas.

Learners are potential
teachers of tomorrow. 50 when
they learn with the teacher
nearby they would inevitably
but silently get to heart, be-
sides the lesson itself, the
mimes and delivery styles of
the teacher. This they can
replicate when they make any
attempt at teaching others. It
is almost a universal cycle.

Teachers learn from the
learners the overt process of
unlearning. . The learners ar-
rive in the class room or in
front of a machine with some
amount of Knowledge which
they wash out in the course of
learning and before long for
its being unrelated and of no
consequence. Parallel to un-
learning they learn.

For any serious and profes-
sionally sound teacher a typical
learner can be a useful teacher
As a matter of fact the learne
serves himsell as a mirror 10
the teacher where the |atter
can see the strength and
depth of his own image and
also locate the shortcomings
that needed revamping .

Practically, and as 1 was
suggesting, that teaching and
learning shall be an exercise
in futility unless it is a two-way
inter-action by which both the
teacher and the learner meet
at one point where both Iden:
tify them as learners. | '

" The writer. is a management
consultant.
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A TALE OF TWO PRIME

Mahathir in Dogged Pursuit
of the Promised Land

Under Prime

Minister Mahathir Mohamad,

Malaysia has become a nation that punches well
above its weight. He is driving it on relentlessly to
industrialisation. And as he travels the world, he
is fervent in defence of Asian values. The West, he
argues, should stop promoting its own model as

universal.

Derek Ingram writes from Kuala Lumpur

WO target vyears are

lixed in the minds of

every hustling Malay-
sian these days — 1998 and
2020.

The first is the date of the
Commonwealth Games, for
which hotels, tower blocks,
stadiums, a mass transit rail-
way, a new airport and d whole
new centre of Kuala Lumpur
are being built.

The second is the date the
ferociously active 71-year-old
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-

. hamad has set as the year

Malaysia will become indus-
trially equal to western Eu-
rope. The huge figures 2020
are prominently displayed in
neomn.

If any country is punching
above its weight today, it is
Malaysia. And it is not only de-
ing so on a national economic
level. Mahathir has 'also be-
come internationally the most
vocal of Asian leaders.

One day he is sounding eff
in Malta, the next in Washing-
ton; one day in Tokyo and an-
other in London. Then he is
back in Kuala Lumpur to wel-
come the Prime Minister of
Kazakhstan ‘for trade talks.
Although he once underwent a
heart bypass operation, Ma-
hathir's programme leaves
younger men standing.

He is no windbag. He has
important. often controversial.
things to say-abbut Asia and its
values, about technology, about
education. He is not quite as
elegantly eloquent as Singa-
pore s former Prime Minister,
Le Kuan Yew, in his heyday, but
the content is just as influen-
tial.

Some find Mahathir threat-
ening. He told the Pacific
Basin Economic Council in
Washington: "Much of Asia will
no longer vield. ‘For much of
Asia is no longer weak — in
material or mental terms.
Much of Asia will résist — in
silence. Some in Asia will talk
back.”

Mahathir is certainly one of
those. He argues that Asian

values are different from those
of others. He is strongly criti-
cal of Western attempis tc foist
their ways on the developing
world.

He says pointedly :"NoiAsian
parliament | am aware of has
passed a single. resolution
calling its government to take
steps should a European
country not reform itself ”

But he insists that the Asian
"miracle” should not be seen as
a threat to the United States,
Europe and the world. He says:

"It is not healthy thinking to
see in this phenomenon the
spectre of the clash of civilisa-
tion, of conflict and war.

"Surely no-one has . a
monopoly of prosperity. Asia
has as much right to prosper
as anyone else. I1 is much
healthier to participate and to
share in this prosperity than to
strangle it at birth."

Mahathir's thesis is that for
centuries most Asians believed
that Asian values were second
rate. Today, Asians have dis-
covered that they are notl infe-
rior, especially when they read
of "the terrible things West-
erners say are happening in
the West and the wondrous
things so many Westerners say
are happening in Asia."

He adds: "Those who be-
lieve there are no differences
at all in value systems and
value beliefs might ‘ask
whether even within a single
country there are no great
value differences ...

"The starving in all societies
share much. just as the very
wealthy and the nouveaux
riches share much...If all these

- things are true, how can it be

argued that there are only uni-
versal values?"

Together with this Asian
philosophy, prosperity and
trade is what Mahathir is all
about. He is forever driving
Malaysia along. '

"Ten years ago we Kknew
nothing about making cars.” he
says “Today we can design a
car from zero onwards. And we
have the capability to go
global ”

Howewver, aloayg the Jalan
Sultan Isinael in central Kuala
Lumpur, the traffic is jammed.
Pollution is high. Motor-cy-
clists race and weave between
cars. Pedestrians have

nowhere to cross safely. Traffic -

comes at them from all angles.
even if they are standing by the
lights

Many say the capital is go-
ing the way of Bangkok,
Jakarta. New Delhi. Shanghai
and other big Asian cities.
Some firms are moving offices
to the outskirts. yet towers of
new offices and more hotels
are soaring skywards.

A new mass transit railway
should soon help ease trans-
port problems, while a whole
new area, called the Kuala
Lumpur City Centre, is to be
built around the nearly com-
pleted B8-storey twin towers
which form the world's high-
est bullding for a few months
before a construction in
Shanghal takes away the title.
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Some .Malaysians feel the
economy is overheating and
that the boom must bust, the
latest surveys indicate thatjt is
steadying, and all eyes n
the year of the Games—1

This will be by far We
biggest event ever held in
Malaysia. The main stadium for
100,000 spectators is more
than half built. The new air-
port, 50 miles away, is sched-
uled to be in use in tiine to
land the athletes.

The growth of Malaysia is
one of the many marvels of
southeast Asia, but in a-few
years, when everything is in
place, will Kuala Lumpur re-
turn to being the pleasant city
it used to be? -

For a model, Kuala Lumpur
needs to look south. Singapore
would be hard to beat. —

GEMINI NEWS
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@Mahathir Mohamad (ri
parity with the West by

), who is driving Malaysia towards industrial
e year 2020, and is not afraid to shout about it: and

@Lee Kuan Yew (left), chief architect of the super-efficient city-state who

suddenly and shocki

done it again:.

iSin' @ has announced further plans
for S‘Tapﬁl:ﬂng of the population, to
access to government

provide co
rtments and to international

information and entertainment networks;
sia has announced a record trade

Mal

surplus for March

y Wife Signs the Cheques,

~Says Lee Kuan Yew

Lee Kuan Yew, who was Singapore's prime minis-
ter for more than 30 years, always had his critics,
but no-one ever doubted his integrity. Now he has
found himself having to explain a personal prop-
erty deal to parliament. Impropriety was not an
issue, but it was a most unusual event in the is-

Derek Ingram writes from Singapore

land state's history.

N Singapore, it seems as

if the very leaves on the

trees are disciplined.
They hang limplg and neatly in
the gardens and green spaces
of this most organised of cities.

The traffic flows. pedestri-
ans cross in safety, pollution is
minimal. Even the stunningly
beautiful flowers know their
elegant place.

Some visitors may find
Sil:Fapﬂrt uncomfortably clean
and tidy, but most must se-
cretly wish their own home
towns were as well run and
pleasant to-live in. |

On top ok that, Singapore
prospers. It has just been
named again as the worlds
second most competitive
country after the United
States. You cannot help admire
the achievement.

The Prime Minister is the
unassuming Goh Chok Tong.
His is not an easy task. He
walks in the shadoy of the ar-
chitect of modern Singapore.
72-year-old Lee Kuan Yew.

Lee is a legend and still sits
in the Cabinet. They call him
the Senior Minister — or, sim-
ply. SM.

Globally, he has long com-
manded great respect; his

asp of international issues

as always been formidable and
his views often controversial
No-one has questioned his in-
tegrity or that of his successor.

And the administration of
Singapore. at Lee's insistence
from the outset of his
premiership at independence
in 1965. has always had a rep-
utation for clean government.

[t was thus something of a
shock when questions were
asked about property pur-
chases that he and his son,
Deputy Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong, had made last
year.
Those who raised the mat-

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

ter made no charges of impro-
priety. but concern arose be-
cause few things in land-
starved Singapore stir people
more than private ownership
of residential property. Prices
have soared.

The issue was about the
discounts the Lees were said
to have received. What fol-
lowed was a remarkable exer-
cise in openness of politicians’
private allairs that other coun-
lries could emulate to their
advantage.

Over two days. the Singa-
pore Parliament and, through
television, the country, heard
accounts of the affair from both
Lees and Goh. Many personal
details were given, and, at the
end, the reputations of all
three men seemed to be en-
hanced.

Goh told the House that
when the story first broke, he
felt bound to confront Lee and
ask tor an explanation. He
admitted he felt most uncom-
fortable aboutl having to do so
with the father of the nation.

Lee's response was typical.
He said it had been the Prime
Minister's duty to see him and
he would not have expected
him to do anything else. Goh
said he was satisfied with Lee's
explanation, ' but the country
had a right to hear what had
happened.

In an hour-long speech. de-
livered with some emotion,
Lee said he had always believed
in facing problems head-on. He
was doing so again now.

He said the purchase of
apartment blocks by him and
his son were not speculations
but part of family arrange:
menis made for his wife, chil-
dren and grandchildren. As a
man just recovered [rom heart
surgery. he had’ to look to a
time when he might not be
well enough to climb stairs.

y taced questions over property purchases -
and dealt with them in his usual no-nonsense style e 'f i .

@ Singapore and sia, two of the star
gorfdmﬂ in Southeast Asia,
ave |

The Lees had not known
about any discounts since

these were routinely part of

such deals and included in the
final price that was quoted.

One of several family details
that came out was the fact that
Lee had not made out a cheque
for 20 years or so — his wife
handled all such matters.

Lee Hsien Loong frankly re-
lated his anxieties about his
children and the cancer he has
suffered. He often referred in
parliament to "my mother” and
"my father" in a way that he
might have done in a private
family chat. When they had
realised discounts had been
involved, the Lees had offered
to pay these amounts to the
Government, but Goh had re-

‘fused acceptance. They had

therefore decided to give the
money to charity.

The all-pewerful People's
Action Party faces little opposi-

lion in parliament and any
criticism of the Lee family
quickly dissolved. No long-
term harm has been done.

Goh said the purchases
were “completely at arm's
length and at market price",
The Lees had received no spe-
cial favours from the devel-
oper.

But Goh laid down new
ground rules for property pur-
chases by civil servants. Minis-
ters and other office-holders
would have to ask his approval
to buy real estate.

They must set out the cir-
cumstances of their purchases,
explain how they were intro-
duced to the property and de-
clare whether they knew the
developer or the seller in their
official capacity.

Goh said talk of the issue of
unsolicited discounts given to
the Lees had shown how sensi-
tive the public was to "pe-
rceived privileges or advan-
tages enjoyed by ministers who
bought properties ... when the
market is hot.”

He added ; "It arises where
more Singaporeans desire and
are in a position to buy private
residential -properties.” Like
the arrangement of the leaves
on the trees oulside, the curbs
on smoking in bus queues and
the elimination of litter of any
form, the matter had been
dealt with in the firmn. disci-
plined way for which Singa-

ore has become so well-
MOWTL.
—GEMINI NEWS

DEREK INGRAM is founder
and now Consultant Editor of
Gemini News Service.
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Headimes 9-05 The Tounst 10:-00
BBL Newsday 108 BBC World
Headines 195 Under The Bilue
Flag 2:00 BBC World News 2:30
Tume . Asction 300

Remington Steele on Star Plus at 3200 pm.

Frame 12:00noon The Vibe V.
Luke 198 By Demand \VJ Trey
2:00 Rewand VJ Sapivya 3-00 Big
Bang V) AMessandra 430 By
Demand V) Trey 530 Musc
Update Tokyo 600 Rewind V.
Sophiya 6:30 The Vibe VJ Luke

Gear 400 BBL Newsdesk 65:00 738 Doy First 588
BB Nord Headhnes 605 Horizon st Show
; Big Bang V) Alessandra 500
700 B8C World News 7-15 World
; Viddocon Flashback 930 Classe
Busmess Report 7-30 BBC New ;
Rock 18:38 Frst Day First Show
show Asia and Paciic B:30 Tume
_ ; 1108 House of Mose V) Luke
Out : Food and Dimk 900 BBC |
1290 The Ride VJ Trey 12:30
World Meadines §05 The Towunst
1098 BBC Worid News 1038 | ™. the Pops 1:00 Haysah 2:00
, By Demand V) Trey 3-00 Billboard

3
g
7
:

US Countdown 530 Frame By

Burt Woll's Menys 1108 E! TV
1130 Gabnelle 1238 Samta
Barbarz 130 The Bold & The
Beautstul 200 The Oprah Wenbrey

- Show 3-00 Remengter Sieele 400

Burt Welf's Menus 430 F!' TV
500 Teenage Mutant N Tor
tes 5:38 The Adventures Ot Biack

Besuty §:00pm Lost wn Space
7:00 Home and Away 730 Cha
hes m Charge B:00 MASH 830 21
Jung Street B30 The X -Files
10:30 The Bold and The Beautitu
11908 Sama Barbere 12:00mn
The New Twilight Zone 12:30
Beverly Mills 80210 1:30 The Fall
Guy 2:30 E! TV 300 The Oprah
Wintrey Show 400 Hooperman
4:30 Home and Away SD8 The
Sutbvans 530 Gabnelle

STAR Sports

11:38am World Wresthng Federa
tion King of the Ring 7:30 1096
World Motorcycle  Championshep
German Grand Pru  Haghlights
Nubugnng Cicut 400 The
London Marathon SO0 SEA Tow
g CarsRd 586 530 Interna
monal Motorsporis News 630
Worla Wresthng Federation Mama
B:00 Werid Cup Classic Matches
1966 Hungary v Brasl 15t Round
9:30 Spark 10:38 Futhol Mundai
1180 US PGA Tow Motorola
Western Open Day 4 12:30 World
Wmdsurfing H/L 108 World Wres

 STAR MOVIES

7-30am Western  The Tall Men
12 (Acaba Subtities) 10-00 Fanmall

Hum Paanch on Zee TV tomght at 1190

Livtie Marmes I PG (Arabec
Subtetles) 11:30 Comedy Me
mands 15 (Hnde Subtities) 1:30
Classc - The Gitt Of Love PG
(Hnd  Subtities) 3-38 Classic
Retwn of The Texan PG (Hind:
Subtrties) 5:30 Fanwly .~ AN New
Adventwes of Pmocchie G (Hind
Subtties)] 6:30 Making of the
Return of Tomwmy Trchker (PG)
{Hinds Subtitles) 7:30 Famuly
Return of Tomwny Trckee PG
(Hind Suburies) 990 US Top Ten
930 Romance Changes (Hind
Subties) 11:30 Sanwel Fuller
Week House of Bambeo 157
(Arabec Subtmies! 1:30 Theiles
Best Sefler 10 (Arabic Subtities)
330 Acton  Never Say e 18
(Aaiec Subtitles) §.30 Comedy
Monty Pythons. Life of Boan 18
(Araiec Subtitles)

ZEETV

00 The News §:30 Jagran 7:80
Ate ol Computer the Man
agement Cowse §:30 Mere Ghar
Ana Zmdeg 900 Ghoormta Aamas
530 HFF 1200 Commander
12:30 Rasna Spread Bk Muwte
190 A w 7ol Computer  Chota
Byte 1:30 Asian Sky Shep 2:30
Toara 300 Fim Chakkar 320
Captam Cook Shaiw Dawat 400
Fibm Deewane 4:30 Jaanba: 500
At Z of Computer 5:30 Humpn
Ka Be 6:080 Hum Honge Kaamyab
5:30 Ad Mad Show 700 Zake Ka
Sater 7:30 Gaane Amaane 3:00

Rasna Kya Scene Har §:30 Gopal |

pe B0 VYeadool Ae Do %30

Dastaan 10-00 Duwya 18:30 The
News 11980 Mano Ya Ne Mane
11:38 Hum Paanch 1200 Tars
1230 Pewampara 100 Asan

HIHE
HIH
I3
L

il
o
ol
ik
=

Mus. Programmel 1155 Tele
Play (Drama Senall 12:45pm
(awash 1755 Ouwan-e Hakesm &
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