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Export-oriented units to

get Incentives

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria yesterday said the gov-
ernment will provide incen-
tives 1o export-oriented indus-
tries and will pursue a 1on-in-
flationary growth policy

He also said the govern-
ment will curb terrorism to
create a favourable environ-
ment for investment and will
provide subsidy in agriculture
if need be.

The finance minister was
speaking at a discussion mee
ting with the members of the
Economic Reporters Forum
(ERF) at the National Press
Club. Kibria said curbing
terrorism is the main prereq:-
uisite to reactivate the econ-
omy-

lin the last years. economic
aclivities were dampened be-
cause of terrorism.” he said
"The AL government will cre-
ate the right climate for in
vestment by removing terror-
ism.

He lurther added, "We will
set up the right framework of
rules and regulations for pri-
vale seclor investment and

take all out actions against cor-
ruption.

By Staff Correspondent

When asked if the govern-
ment would take actions
D}gﬁins! any identified corrupt

cials, he said, "We will not
do anything out of the way

against u.nvbod?f s0 that an en:
vironment of fear is created

The law will take {ts normal
course against corruption.”

Kibria said the agriculture
sector had not been given any
help in the immediate past
years. A little help for the
agriculture sector «could
strengthen the economy: Our
basic thrust is to increase agri
cultural production and i
needed we will give subsidy in
the sector.’

He. however, added. "The
donors are against subsidy and
we also do not regard it as de-
sirable on principle. In the
long run. there should not be
any subsidy on anything But
we have to run the government
on the basis of reality”

The finance minister said.
"We will formulate the policies
of the government and nobody
will be dictating us. The
ple are our masters, We wih){-tw
o respectiully understand the

ints of our foreign friends.

ut linal decisions will be

Hasina: Top priority

From Papge |

education, culture and tech-
nology.” Sheikh Hasina said
adding. "We will combat ter-
rorisim and illegal drug traf-
ficking."

While reiterating her dee
condemnation of the bom
blast in Dahran, Sheikh Hasina
said terrorism has no room in
the civilised world. She said
the ‘Prﬂhlﬂm compounded by
the fact that terrorism abides
no norms, no laws or ethics or
scruples.,

It transcends the national
frontiers and as such it can be
tackled most effectively by
states acting in close coopera-
tion, she said. "We are of
course ready to work closely
and whole-heartedly with th
fratéernal government of Sau
Arabia and other friendly coun-
tries of the Gull." she added.

Relerring to her view point
on OIC, the Prime Minister ob-
served that "in pursuance of
our commitment to the OIC
and endeavours to uphold the
‘image of Islam.,' we are inten-
sively involved in the OIC",
"The OIC should mobilise
opinion and resources for re-
dressing the injustices carried
against Muslims anywhere in

Indian national

sent to jail

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 9: The Indian
national, who had intruded
into the Bangladesh territory
illegally was sent to the jail ha-
jat t

Ancardes who introduced
himself as an Indian, was
caught by the army intelli-
gence people when he was
moving near the Jalalabad
Cantonment yesterday.

He admitted that he had
entered Bangladesh illegally.
Kotwali police sent him to the
thana magistrate court where
from he was sent to the jail ha-

fat.

WB on NGOs

From Page 1

burden of paperwork on NGO
and elimination of unjustified
interference in the N legit-
imate activities and reducing
the strain placed on the NGO
Affair Bureau's institutional ca-
pacity.

Future interaction between
the government and NGOs re-
quires more openness in deal-
ing with each other with mu-
tual sharing of information and
cooperation carrying out their
respective mandates, said the
report.

ADAB's development as an
umbrella institution for NGOs
has been an important achiev-
ement, the report said
adding this positive expe-
rience suggested that ADAB'
role be further s hened.

About the financial regula-
tions of the NGOs, the report
recommended that tax re-
bates /exemptions should be
considered to provide fiscal
incentives for domestic fun-
ders or the NGOs themselves
to contribute funds.

Government may consider
financing NGO ramines
throu thl: Annual lop-
ment Plan (ADP). it added.

About the good relation
between the government and
NGOs, the report said im-
Fruwsd sharing of information

the bridge to build trust and
mutual understandM% which
form the foundation for suc-
cessful partnership.

The greatest l::ha.llcngl: to
any development effort re-
mains the lding of collec-
. internal strength
communities for them to be
able to to their own
needs in the future, it said

nothing less than a
trusting partnership be-
mm the government and the

g

the world." she added.

Sheikh Hasina also ex-
ressed her ]:) that the
audi Arabia would extend pre-

ferential treatment to Bangla-
desh in increasing export, ol
Bangladeshi goods like frozen
fish, shrimps vegetables. gar-
ments. dry fish. tea. jute goods
and jewellery.

Meanwhile. Hasina
formed Umrah at the
Kaaba early this morning.

The Prime Minister, who
reached Jeddah midnight last
night, directly went to the holy
Masjidul Haram immediately
after offering nafal prayers at
the conference palace where
she will stay during her visit,

Muallems of the Masjidul
Haram received the Prime
Minister there in ceremonial
motorcade along with mem-
bers of her entourage.

The Prime Minister and
her entourage performed the
circumbulations (Tawaf] of the
holy Kaaba and then took sayee
between Safa and Marwah.

While running between the
two hills — Safa and Marwah —
the Prime Minister and other
members of the entourage said
‘dua’. During "sayee” — the
ritual going tn and from Safa
and arwah. the Prime
Minister pronounced "takbeer”
and "tahlil.”
~ The Prime Minister also of-
tered Fazr prayers in jamaat at

per-
holy

the holy Masjidul Haram.
Besides, she offered 'nafal na-
maj’ there.

The Prime Minister's en-
tourage includes her husband,
close relations, mayor of Dhaka
city Mohammad Hanif, state
minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury, mem-
bers of parliament. high offi-
cials and social dignitaries.
Bangladesh ambassador in
Saudi Arabia Mir Mohammad
Nasiruddin also performed
Umrah on the occasion.

Earlier, on her arrival at

the King Abdul Aziz
International Airport, the
Prime Minister was received

l}::{y the acting governor of
akka and western-region
prince Saud Bin Abdul Mohsin.

EC proposal

From Page |

]Jenpic do not keep respect on
ws if those are notl executed
properly.”

Abu Hena said the image of
the Election Commission has
been brightened through re-
cently held free, transparent,
peaceful and impartial national
election.

"It is the responsibilit
all concerned, includinF cld
level officials, to uphold the
ima e and make it further

tened,” he added.
e CEC said election pro-
cess like correction and updat-

ing of voters list, training pro-
gramme for voters, cials
and political workers, and

process to increase efficiency
and management development
of the EC will continue
although the national election
has been completed.

Power shortfall

From Page |
mic survey in the adjacent

shallow water v:.-ri,r
American 1 cum pany

Occidental has similarly con-
ducted a 1200 km-seismic
su with "optimistic out-
comes” in the Surma basin in
iﬂﬂ -Netrakona region. It is
y to begin drilling a well

carl in the co winter.

¢ Occidental has also
proposed to the nt to
set up a 300 gas-based
power plant.

Meanwhile, a World Bank
consultant working with the
Power Cell to deal with private
sector generation has
luhmittcim < much-awaited
report ch is now bein
reviewed by the Encrgg
Ministry.

A B ———

taken for the interest of the
. We have good relations
with the donors, we will con
tinue discussions with them.~
Kibria said the export-ori-
ented industries will be given
incentives at different levels as
pari of the government's basic
principle
Export growth will push
our economy forward,” said the

finance minister. "And labour
intensive rural agriculture
based industries | be em

phasised upon to alleviate

poverty.’

Kibria said a non-inflation-
ary growth policy will be fol
lowed. "l will not tolerate any

inflation in the economy.”
Talking on privatisation,
Kibria said it is a tough prob
lem. "But we will try to push it
forward in the next five years

When asked if wages ol gov

ernment employees will in
crease lollowing the {formation
of wages commission: he said

the commission will evaluate

salanies, inflation, living stan
dard and other indices. "Wages
imay increase in some cases, it
may decrease in some other
CASeSs

| will produce 100
port quality products in this |

Two JCD activists
held in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 9: A Jatiya
tabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) activ-
ist was arrested here this
morning. A country-made pis-
tol and two bullets were also
recovered from his possession.

Shah Makhdum thana
Police said, JCD activist Pintu,
(29). was caught by mob when
he was locked in a clash with
neighbours. Later. he was
handed over to the police
Pintu was admitted to the
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital. A case has been lodged
with Shah Makhdum thana in
this connection.

Another JCD leader of
Rajshahi city wunit Imran
Hossain Masum was also ar-
resied from the C&B square
this morning allegedly for ter-
rorist activities.

Shantibahini man

surrenders

CHITTAGONG, July 9: A
member of the Shantibahini
surrendered to the security
forces at Ruma army camp un-
der Bandarban hill district to-

:Fm official source told BSS

here Sepoy Uthai Pue Marma.
25, joined Shantibahini in
September last year and

brought with him one Chinese
SMG and 48 ammunition to-
day.

He told the security forces
that he had come back to lead
normal life as he believed the
tribal insurgency in Chittagong
Hill Tracts could not bring any
welfare to the tribal nf,

He also said that a large
number of tribal insurgents
were disappointed with the
aims and objectives of the in-
surgents and as such they were
eager to give up insurgency but
Shantibahini men had kept
vigilant watch on them.

Fire
From Page |
tor of the directorate has been
instituted to determine the
reason as well as the extent of
damage caused by the fire.
The committee will submit

its report and recommenda-
tions within three days.

up on bank of

Karnaphuli river '

The eastern bank of the
Karnaphuli river in Chittagong
has been selected for setting
up an export promotion zone
for the Korean Investors
(KEPZ), the South Korean
Ambassador to adesh said
in the city yesterday, reporis
UUNB

Ambassador Jﬂnil Kyou
Byun called on State Minister
for Law, Justice and Parliam-
entary Affairs Abdul Matin

. Khasru at his office and said |
they had already proposed to

| the
| for purchasing land

adesh
or the

government of B
pu _

rﬂ?csaid Korean investors
per cent ex-

ZOTIE
The Korean envoy further

said that job opportunities for

Bangladeshis would be en-
hanced and transfer of tech:
nology would be easier by this
venture
The minister said the

ernment was trying to reform
the existing laws, including
foreign investment laws
also pointed out that the legal
protection of labourers lor
these industries would be nec-

easary
Two-party system
to block change,
says Menon

Workers Party leader Ras-
hed Khan Menon yesterday
sald some vested quarters
were (rying to establish a two-
Borhf system in the present

urgeois social setup to block
a change, reports U

"They want to suppress
opinions against the existing
system and ignore the le's
hope for a social change,” he
said at a press conference in
the cily yeslterday afternoon,
pointing his finger to the June
12 election.

The Workers Party General
Secretary said the new gov-
ernment had created confu-
sion and debate among the
people by adopting some poli-
cies and taking some steps in
the state affairs.

He criticised the Awami
League for claiming its gov:
ernment as a government of
national consensus by induct-
ing two ministers from JSD
(Rab) and Jatiya Party in the
Cabinet.

‘It's a blatant eyewash.," he
said, but ruled out BNP con-
tention that Awami League
wants to revive the one-party

|
He

BAKSAL system through this

slep.

48,914 Rohingyas

still in camps

Some 48,914 Rohingya
refugees are still staying in
camps in the south-eastern
district of Cox's Bazar as the
process of their repatriation
slowed down in recent
months. reports UNB.

Of a quarter million
Rohingyas. who had crossed
into Bangladesh in early 1991,
more than two lakh have so far
voluntarily returned to their
homeland.

Official sources said the
Myanmar authorities were yet
to give clearance to 30,000
refugees to go back to their
homes in Arakan province.

Dhaka has proposed for re-
sumption of official level meet-
ings between the two coun-
tries to speed up the process
of repatriation.

Meanwhile., the sources
said. Bangladesh pushed back
more than 1,000 Rohingyas
who had illegally entered
Bangladesh.

L
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Moulvibazar Govt High School
(910) - seven letters ([E. M. G
IS, GS. AG-S, EM)

Bth: Kazi Ishtiaque Sanin.
Comilla Cadet Colle (908) -
seven letters (E. M. G, IS, GS,
AG-5, EM).

9th: Sarkar Nihad Faisal,
Comilla Cadet Culleg IBGEI -
six letters (M, G, IS, GS. AG
EM).

10th: Rezaur Rahman, Co-
milla Cadet College (905) - six
letters (M. G, IS, GS. AG-S,
EM)]

1 1th Nadira Rahman.
Faizunnesa Govt Girls High
School [904) - seven letters
(B. M, G, IS, GS, AG-S. EM).

12th: Mohammad Hafiz Al
Asad. Sylhet Cadet Cullegf
(902) - seven letters (E. M. G.
IS. GS, AG-S. EM). and Jon

Datta, Blue Bird High
School, Sylhet (902) - six let
ters (M. G, Hind, GS. AG-S.
EM).

13th. Debasish Bhowmick,
Moulvibazar Govt H School
(90]1) - seven letiers [E. M. G,
Hind. GS. AG-S, EM), Md Ma-
sud Un-Nabi. Comilla Cadet
College (901) - six letters (M,
(. IS. GS. AG-S5. EM). Rashed
Ahmed Patwari. Comilla Cadet
College (90]1) — six letters (M,
G. 15, GS, AG-5. EM)

l4th: Mohammad Ashiqul

Alam. Comilla Zilla School
(900) six letters (M, G, IS,
GS. AG-5. EM).

15th: Mohammad Al-Amin.

Sylhet Cadet College (899) -
seven letters [E. M. G, IS. GS.
AG-S. EM) and Md Shakil
Shahrior. Noakhali Zilla School
(B49) - six Jetters (M. G. IS,
GS. AG-S8, EM).

* 16th: Md Mahbub Hasan.
Comilla Cadet (897) -
six letters (M, G. IS, . AG-8

EM).

l?th Abu Z.l.hir Iluhnnlnad
Shakib,

School (B - Six lcttcrl

G. IS, GS, AGS EM) lnd
Naznin Akhter, Blue Bird High
School, Sylhet (896) - six let-
ters (M, G, IS. GS, AG-S, EM)

18th: Haripada Dey; Sylhet
Govt Pilot H School (894) -
six letters (M. G. Hind. GS.

AG-S, EM) and Mohammad
Shariful Abedin Kamal Comilla
Zilla School (894) - five letters

I, %‘l i l?d’shﬁun Ullah Ru-

mi. Comilla Cadet College

(B93) - six letters (M. G, IS
GS, AG-S, EM) and Hamidur
Rahman Gazi, Comilla Cadet

College (B93) - six letters (B,
M, G, IS GS, AG-S)

20th: Musa Shammi
Akhter, Sylhet Gowt Ag AT
Girls’ Hi School (892) - six
letters | G 1S GS. HE. EM)

Naq uibuddin new

o 2fOL M ..

been a pﬂlnl'.rd Depu
".:.‘v-m,rt-tllrypr (DPS) to tht Primt
Hlnhlrr a PID handout said

NEW DELHI. July 9:
P

former Prime Minister
that he
man of 100 000

An Indian court today summoned
V Narasimha Rao to answer charges
a controversial Hindu guru cheat a business-
dollars in 1983. Chief Metr
trate Premtn Kumar issued the summons to Rao.

opolitan Magis-
. declaring

| CA

Khaleda: Fentyallies

From Page |
With the takeover ol new
government, Hegum Zia said.
the country experiences seri-
ous deterforation of law and
order, causing untold suffering

to the people.

She alleged the workers of
BNP and its front or tions
were being killed, tortured,

harassed and arrested by the
law enlorcers and terrorists let
loose the ruling party.

The leader uiY the
Opposition warned that they
repression on BNP workers
would not be tolerated any
more. "It reminds us of the si-
tuation during post-liberation
period.”

She said her party would
continue to extend coopera-
tion to the government in
people-oriented activities. But
it will give a befitting reply if

g:: 's interests are

m Zia said it is pnauthlc
to wnrk for the people only
with a firm and clear commit-
ment and sincere willingness.
"Otherwise, she added, all will
turn into a farce.”

The BNP chief reiterated
her p 's intention to play its
designated role in parliament
and said it would also launch
movement in the street to pro-
tect national interest.

Begum Zia said her party
would create pressure on the
government to fulfil her y's
election pledges, including
pension for elderly citizens
and free education for girils
upto intermediate level.

Begum Zia said the Prime
Minister was speaking about
the shattering ol economy, but
only a month ago, the Finance

Adviser of the caretaker gov-
ernment said that it was much
strong.

"Various international or-
anisations, including World

ank and IMF, also made simi-
lar comment,” she added.
“Then, who is telling the
.Lruﬂ]?rl

The former Prime Minister
claimed that 43 per cent of
the national bud was pro-
vided with domestic resources
during the tenure of her gov-
ernment which did not need
any fﬂrei%n
Recalling the flood and
drought experienced by the
country during last two years,

Fund sought for agri subsidy

From Page 1
everything would be done on
the basis of continuous discus-

sions. "There are also different
shades of opinion within the
WB and the IMF (International
Monetary Fund). No matter,
whatever they prescribe for us,
we will always look for taking
steps keeping our national in-
terest at the top of our consid-
erations.”

She noted with dismay that
"sltagnation” was persisting in
the agriculture sector although
it is "the most successful pri-
vate sector” in the economy.
"This stagnation is due to pay-
ing less attention to agricul-
ture. In the past, peasants
were deprived of necess
support and insplratiun whic

ected production.”

"In the name of privatisa-
tion, government investment
was withdrawn from the
culture sector while no nignjﬂ—
cant prhratl: investment was

added the Minister.

She said, her ministry's
thrust will be on raising pro-
ductivity of land and labour and
"for this we will encourage
more public and vate sector
investment in this neglected
area’.

Begum Matiya also replied
tn some ques nl on issues

the Food Mini
” Sllu- thatiic a two-mem
quiry committee comprising
Justice Habibur Rahman Khan
and retired additional secre-
tary Mozammel Hossain was

constituted on Monday to in-
vestigate and submit a report
about the allegation of import-
low- %ality rice not suit-
able for human consumption
during the tenure of BNP gov-
ernment.
"I myself drew the attention
of the Prime Minister in this
at the second meetin
of the Cabinet on July 2 an
the Prime Minister yesterday
akayed the inqairy commit-
tee”, said the Minister. The
time-limit for submitting the
report will be fixed in a day or
two, she added.
When her attention was
drawn to alleged sale of good-

quality rice brand those as
'rotten’ during the BNP rule,
Begum Matiya said, "We will
look into one after

another. But, we will not do
witch-hunting. You can be rest
assured that no corrupt ele-
ment will be spared.”
About food deficit, the Min-
Eter claimed that when the
NP government quit it
had left a food c?eﬂcimhe
extent of 45 lakh tons. "But,
credit goes to the caretaker
overnment which minimized

the deficit by ring more
fi m.m“mmermd

sides, t now, we hl a
food ltﬁ of 10 lakh tons."
She said she has decided to

inspect all food godowns soon
to see whether the stock
shown in papers are really
there in godowns.

Replying to a query about
making public a probe report
on fertiliser crisis duri NP
rule, the Minister said, "We
will give serious consideration
to this issue”.

She claimed that inter-min-
isterial coordination %a? re-
garding distribution of fertil-
izer was now a matter of the
past after her recent meeting
with the Industries Ministry
and added that if complaint
against any fertilizer dealer
was found valid, his dealership
would be cancelled.

About alleged use of toxic !
oes against ;

pesticides that
the current worldwide con-
cept of Eculn%lcal Farmi
BE m Matiya Chowdhury ad-
mittﬂ:l that some of the pesti-
cides being used in the coun-
try were really harmful. "But,
we are now only 16-day old.
We will take a little more tjm:
to pay heed to these things"
lhl:lij.':d -
When her attention was
drawn to the stock of relief
materials, Matiya, also
the charge of the Ministry
Relief and Disaster Hnn*
ment, said. “The l‘nrrmr P
government quit power lea
no relief materials in the
stock”. "We have to start with a
poor stock of relief materials
was collected by
the caretaker government to

é
:

years.

8.922 second division and 147
third division.

of Sylhet Cadet College t d
the combined me:igt lmf
Science
marks with distinctions in
seven

Bancharampur SM Pilot High
School in Brahmanbaria stood
first in the combined merit list

meet dire necessity.”

she said her nment, suc
cessfully faced those and saved
t?ht rﬂun'tr'f from famine like
e,

While visiting Sreepur in
Fulgazi, Begum Zia oflered
fateha at the mazars of her
forefathers and planted two
saplings there.

She also visited Mirzanagar
undon in Fulgazi thana, where
Food lor Education programme
was first introduced.

The BNP chief was warmly
welcomed by the local people
who chan sl in favour
of BNP, Shaheed Zia and
Khaleda Zia.

During the visit,
Farida Hasan, Mahbubul Alam
Tara, Ferdous Ahmed Qureshi,
Ehsanul Kabir, Mosharraf
Hossain MP., Halima Khatun.

Begum

Abdullah Chowdhury, brother
of Zia Sa Iskandar
and JCD leader a Akhter

Ranu accompanied her.

Kibria

From Page 1
Kibria said the BNP gov-
ernment had performed in a
dismal manner regarding the
loss-making State-Owned
Enterprises (SOE) and the
system loss in the infrastruc-
ture building. power and gas

sectors.

“The donors had been re-
ctu:s for hard decisions on
but the BNP gov-

ernment had taken no deci-
sions on this,” said the finance

minister. "Rather, there had
been corruptions in the name
of gol dsake.”

He the losses of the

SOEs excluding the Railway

sector increased from Taka
1,400 crore in 1994 to Taka
2.300 crore in 1996.

He pointed out that not a
single mega watt had been
added to the national grid dur-
ing the last five years resulting
in the erratic power supply
and load shedding to the tune
of about 230 to 260 MW.

The gas supply also did not
increase, he said. "It was five
sterile years for infrastruc-
ture.”

He said the per capita in-
come had increased from 213
US dollars to 240 dollars dur-
ing the BNP regime, but the
same has increased more in
Pakistan, India or Bhutan dur-
ing the same period.

He maintained that there is
nothing to boast about with a
growth rate of about four per
cent. He mentioned that ac-
co to a BIDS report, the
number of extreme poor has
increased during the last five

Cadet colleges

From Page 1
Among the successful can-
didates, 18,335 were placed in
the first division, 6,215 in the
second division and four in the
third division.
In the Social Science
oup, 13,208 students out of
5 5 came out successful.
Of the successful candi-
dates, 4,211 got first division,

Saad Habib-e-Rasul Mullah
932

group. He got

subjects.
Shafiun Nahin Shimul of

of Social Science p secur-
ing 865 marks
in six su

Nadira Rahman of

Faizunnesa Government Girls

School of Comilla and
Akter of Baro

ngh School of Devidwar,
Illlll:l'

thclemlhltu-
t lists of Science

By Staff Correspondent

The Home Minister Maj

iretd) Rafiqul Islam yesterday
reiterated the government's

| commitment to curb terrorism

and recover arms and ammumni-
tion to ensure security of the

peo?e of the country
erming the effort of
curbing terrorism as a contin-

wous process, the minister said
the law of the land would be
lied strictly with no politi
consideration.

At a meeting with the
crime reporters of different
national dailies, the Home
Minister said the policy deci-
sions law and order
would rh?rmm on the basis of
consensus after the national
conference on July 20.

The minister said, the gov-
ernment was planning to re-
structure the law enforcing

ies to make them more
people oriented so that they
maintain a neutral and non-
partisan role in the enforce-
ment of law.

Police have been assured of

non-interference in their ac-
tion against terrorists, the
Home inister sald addin
“we cannot improve our socia
and economic condition unless
crime, terrorism and malprac-

tices are eliminated from the
couniry.

He said, the of
the police force t have to
be increased and govern-
meni was ¢ import-
ing modern equi for the

ice so that they could com-
bat terrorismm more efficiently.
Besides. the postings and
promotions of the police offi-

cials will be given after evaluat-
ing their performance

Treatment abroad:

Khaleda denies
press report

FENIL. July 9 "] myself don't
know that | need treatment.”
said Begum Zia rebutting a

nfwspagﬂ eport that she is
going a und on July 12 for

medicare, r I"‘tl UN
‘I think t parucullr pa-
said the

Etr needs trealmcnt
P chairperson while
to newsmen at the local circuit

house tonight

Begum Zia termed the
news item regarding her trip
as false. "] am not

on July 12 for treatment.”
lold the journalists.

she

Chmes in hierarchy

ﬂnnnunccmcnl uf a fresh
centiral committee of the JCD
is expected shortly while that
for the JJD may take soimne
more time, said one source,
The formation of a new execu-
tive body for the JJD is being
delayed as the present leaders
of or n are unwill-
ing to hand over leadership to
the new aspirants, mostly
former leaders of the JCD. the
sources added.

"Begum Zia's plan for fur-
ther ch in the BNP cen-
tral leadership — the Stan
Committee and the Nation
Executive Committee — slowed
down because the party's hard-
liners have become active
again, apprehending their
moderate colleagues' getting
an upper hand in the party.” a

party leader, seeking
anonymity, told this corre-
spondent.

Mannan Bhuiyan's becom-
ing Secretary General of the
party gave rise to speculations
that the hardline leaders, who
were blamed for BNP's defeat
in the June 12 elections and
most of whom themselves lost
the polls, might be dropped
from the standing committee
and from key-positions in the
executive committee.

Besides, accommodating
the new entrants in the plrtr

had added to the complexities,

he said.
"Such leaders. after a brief

silence over party affairs since

their defeat in the Is. are
now trying to re-e their
influence.," another party
leader said.

Under this circumstance,
the new secretary general is

Nnow atttmpltng to nm
among the gr He

Is unwilling tu for rapid
ch s in the pa.rtjr hierarchy

for the sake of smooth dis-
charge of his ch re-
sponsibility of reor the
party,” a source c to him

indicated.
Other sources hinted that
Zia is u to go for

further changes in -
central leadership hefup:-ge

s,
x Pou pointment of chief
whi Ecliputhcr whips of the
p-usitjnn in parliament
be discussed at the next meet-
ing of the BNPPP, before the
new parliament goes into its
first session on J 14.
Begum Zia was elected
leader of the BNPPP at its first
meeting on Saturday and au-
thorised to choose other lead-

and Social Hﬂﬂm groups re-
spectively. !
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