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Cuban military officer
hijacks plane, seeks

8 The Dnily Star

_ International
KSA ready to help move US troops to safer_b_ases_

Clinton's advisers face Senate

J’ Kashmiri rebels
free 19 newsmen

SRINAGAR. India. July 9
Separatist Muslim guerillas in

(surna (L) shakes

hands with Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
at the latter's official residence on Monday. Gurnia arrived
in Tokyo on Sunday for a four-day official visit to discuss

issues of mutual concern.

— AFP/UNB photo

Hashimoto' congratulates Yeltsin:

The Prime Minister of Japan congratulated Boris Yeltsin on

Monday upo
reports from Moscow.
Duri

n his victory in presidential runoff last week. AP

a telephone conversation, Ryutare Hashimoto told

Yeltsin's his re-election "is the evidence of consolidation of
democracy and continuation of the reform in Russia,’

Yeltsin's press service reported.

Blast kills one in Islamabad :.
powerful bomb hidden under a bench tore through a railway

station in central Punjab province Monday killing one person
and injuring 24 others, the state run news agency reported.

AP reports from Islamabad.

No one immcdlate:lg took responsibility for the bombing in

Faisalabad, about 35

kilometers (210 miles)

southeast ol

the capital [slamabad. Previous bombings in Punjab province
"have been blamed on Pakistan's longtime ehemy India

Challdl'ika tO Viﬂit ROK s President

Chandrika Kumaratunga will visit South Korea next month on
a goodwill visit, a government official said Tuesday. AP re

ports from Colombo.

Kumaratunga will meet with South Korean President Kim
Young Sam to discuss bilateral trade and investment in Sri

Lanka, the official said.

. The exact dates of her visit were not revealed for security
reasons. She will be accompanied by Foreign Minister
Lashman Kadirgamar and Trade Ministry officials.

Kuwait's crown prince off to KSA :

Kuwait's Crown' Prince left for
security

audi Arabia Tuesday to discuss
in the Gulf region following a terror bombing in the

desert kingdom that killed 19 American military personnel
and wounded hundreds last month. AP reports from Kuwait.
After Saudi Arabia. Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah al-Sabah will

visit Bahrain, which has been

months.

plagued by unrest {Pr 19

Sheikh Saad, who also is prime minister, was accompa
nied on the three-day trip by a high ranking delegation that
included Interior Minister Sheik Ali al-Sabah and other

Cabinet members,

Anthony Lak

Natlonal 'Security Advisor

meets

thony Lake met Chinese Foreign

Qichen: s

Minister' Qian Qichen at the start of a day of four ke
appointmegts with Chinese leaders yesterday Xinhua said.

reports AFP from Beijing.

Later, Lake is to meet Defense Minister Chi Haaotian.
President Jiang Zemin and Premier Li Peng. Lake, who ar-
rived Saturday, spent Monday with Liu Huagiu, Director of
.Foreign Affairs under the State Council in "extensive and in.
tensive discussions on bilateral and state jssues.”

questions on Dhahran blast

WASHINGTON,
President Clinton's tep mili-
tary advisers lace tough ques-
tioning as twe Séhate comnmit-
tees begin investigations into
the June 25 terrorist truck
bombing that left 19 US air-
men dead in Saudl Arabia. re-
ports AP

House Speaker Newl
Gingrich said Monday the in-
quiries, which also Include a
separale House committee
probe. will examine "whether
or not the Clinton administra-
tion knew in advance of the
danger

Defence Secretary William
Perry. Gen. John Shalikashwvili,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. and Army Gen Binford
Peay, head of the US Central

July 9

Command. spent part of
Monday preparing for.
Tuesday's Senate Armed

Services Comunittee hearing

In a letter senl to Capitol
Hill in advance of the hearing.
Perry said US military forces
based in Saudi Arabia took ex-
tensive steps to improve seci-
rity prior to last mobnth's
deadly blast at Dhabran. But in
an ,acknowledgement (hat
more could have been done.
Perry also outlined measures

ordered after the bombing to
protect against terrorism.

The perpetrators of the at-
lack have not been found.

Lawmakers, articularly
Republicans, are focussing on
questions aboutl missed oppor-
tuniities prior to the June 25
bombing:

— Why was the perimeter
around Khobar Towers. the
apartment complex in Dhahran
where the ‘rmmLing ook place,
not extended out to 4 feet
(120 meters) as base com-
manders had requested? A
bamb-laden truck was able to
drive to within about 100 feet
(30 meters) of the apartment
complex. where it exploded

— Il Saudi officials on the
scene falled to grant the re-
quest to extend the perimetre,
why wad the isstie not taken
higher up thg chain of com-
mand in the Saudi and US gov-
ermmenis?

— Why were FBI agents not
allowed to question four con-
demhed Saudis before they
were executed for involvement
in the November 1995 terror-
ist ‘bombing of a US millitary fa-
cility in Riyadh that killed five
Americans and two Indians?

— Why did senior intelli-

gence officials fail to anticipate
the terrorists would be a
devise a much bigger bomb
than the one used last year in
Riyadh?

— Did top Pen deci-
sion-makers. including Perry.
play a role in the decision to
delay application of a blast-re-
sistant coating to the apart-
ment complex's windows. *

Sen Arlen Specter of
Pennsylvahia, chairman of the
Senate Intelligence
Committee, which also called a
hearing Tuesday on the Saudi
bombing, has suggested Per
may have to resign because o

the ﬁ:a:urlt}r lapses surround-
ing the bombing.

Earlier report says. Saudi

Arabia is ready to assist US
troops in a move from urban

living quarters to remote bases

that will be safer from terror-
ists. a Saudi official said
Monday.

‘It makes more sense” to
move the troops out of urban
areas and onto secure military
facilities. said the official. who
briefed reporters on the con-
?::1!'}" that he not be identi-
led,

India's troubled Kashmir freed
I9 journalists today after a 10-
hour hostage drama in which
four of them were threatened
lumh death. reports Reuter

‘All of them (journalists)

e to |have been released uncondi-

tionally. They were freed after
one the local editors spoke
o the group.” Sheikh Tariq. a

Jcainera operator with Asian

News International said.
The las had asked edi-
tors of local nﬂsp&grs to

present themselves,
refused. local journalists said

correspondent

among the captives

The detention. on the frst
anniversary of the kidna
of German Dirk Hasert by an-
other separatist

t they

Sheikh Mushtaq. part-time
of Reuters in
Srinagar. summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir state. was

pping

oup. coin-

......

Deputies of Turkey's True Path Party of former prime minister Tansu Ciller and Motherland

Party of former prime minister Mesut Yilmaz clash in Parliament on Monday after the
coahition government of Turkey's first Islamist Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan won a
parhiamentary vote of confidence with 278 deputies voting for it, 265 against. - AFP/UNB photo

- -

MandEIR HI'I'iVES ill Bl‘itain: President

Nelson Mandela arrived Monday night for a fﬂur-dar state visit
to Britain that will include a tour with Prince Charles of south
London's ‘mainly black Brixton district, AP reports from
London.

Accompanied by his daughter Zenani Mandela-Dlamini. the
South African leader told reporters on arrival at London's
Heathrow air[:lﬂrt aboard a South African Air Force jet: "l hope
this visit will help all round relations — political, economic

and others."

g - L] L L ]
400 human skulls seized in India:
Indian police have seized more than 400 human skulls from a
river in the eastern state of Bihar, newspapers reported

yesterday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

Russia begins heg\_ry shellin&

Night-time curfew across

Chechnya from today

MOSCOW, July 9: Russian _

forces will impose a night-time
curfew across the war-torn re-
public of Chechnya starting
Wednesday, interfax quoted a
military spokesman as saying,
reports AFP.

Russian military spokes-
man Roman Sokolovsky said
that all necessary measures
would be taken to enforce the
curfew,

At present, only the heavily
occupied capital Grozny is sub-
.Ject to an effective curfew,
while other towns and villages
are under far slacker control
by Russian soldiers. :

The curfew order came as a
24-hour deadline set by
Russian commander general
Vﬁﬂhealav Tikhomjrov for the

echens to free all prisoners = -

C
of war or face "adequate mea-
sures was to exqirc at 6.00
pm (1400 gmt).

The [tar-Tass News Agency

L

said that troops had been
ordered to prepare for action.

A Chechen rebel spoke-
sman said that overnight
Russian forces had already be-
gun bombarding villages with
grad missiles and other heavy
artillery.

Another AFP report from
Londen say Russian forces be-

heavy shelling of villages in

southern Chechnya today.
killing some civilians, Moscow
Echo Radio said in a report
monitored here by.the BBC.

The radio quoted Chechen
rebel spokesman Movladi
Udogov as saying the Russians
were using grad missile sys-
tdems and - heavy artillery,
columns of Russian heavy ar-
mour had alse been moved to
southern Chechnya, he noted.

Russia put troops in break-
away Chechnya on increased

" alert today as a deadline ap-

proached

Clinton, Netanyahu look for
understanding on peace pledges

WASHINGTON, July B8:
Benjamin Netanyahu is looking
for President Clinton's support
of his hard-line stance toward
the Arabs, but the United
States wants reassurance that
Israel will keep its commit-
ments to peace, reports AP.

In meetings with Israel's
new prime minister on
Tuesday. Clinton is expected
to show patience as Israel
works out a strategy for nego-
tiations with the Arabs. but
also a determination that Israel
keep its past promises.

Netanyahu says he intends
to be more selective in vield-
ing land to'Israel's peace part-
ners. The approach seeks to

guarantee Israel's security,

Netanyahu said before depart-
ing Israel on Monday for his
first visit to the United States
since taking office last month.

"We are not willing to ac-
cept the deterioration of secu-
rity as an existing and natural
situation,” Netanyahu said. He
was referring to the last two
Israeli government's accep-
tance of a leng-held US maxim
that the Arabs will provide

ace only in exchange for
and that buffers lIsrael from
attack.

Clinton and Secretary of
State Warren Christopher. who
held a warmpu meeting with
Netanyahu in Jerusalem ‘on
June 25, are signaling their
sensitivity to Netanyahu's con-

cern, especially in light of ter-
rorist attacks on Americans in
Saudi Arabia. Twenty-five

Americans were killed in inci-

dents in Riyadh and Dhahran.
“The lsraeli government is
recently constituted, just get-
ting-its bearings.” Clinton said
at a news conference last
month in France. “... It's guite
important that both sides in
the Middle East, the Arah par-
ties and the Israelis, give each
other some room here. A little

.+ time needs to pass."

Clinton said the Palestinian
Authority, to which past Israeli
governments ceded control of
Gaza and most of the West

Bank, was becoming more ca-

pable of controlling law and

arder.

‘-' s e

Two men push a coffin with the inscription "CPRF" (Communist P

arty of the Russian

Federation) into the water on Monday during a symbolic funeral of communism following the

defeat of Russian Communist leader Genna
presidential elections on July

dy Zyuganov ‘in the second round of the
3. The action was organised by the "Democratic Union" and the

— AFP/UNB photo

cided with an Indian govern-
ment decision to hold state
assembly elections later this
year

The guerillas of the splinter
Ikhwan Jammu and Kashmir
released the hostages taken |
while on their way to a news
conference organised by an
other separatist group

China urges Taiwan
to resume talks

| Cuba

asylum in US

WASHINGTON, July 9: A

| Cuban military officer Hijacked

a commercial flight in Cuba at
gunpoint on Sunday and forced
it to land at the US Navy base
at Guantanamo Bay on the
communist-ruled island, US
officials said on Monday.
reporis: Reuter.

The hijacker, identified by
the Pentagon as lieutenant
colonel Jose Fernandez Pupo,
requested asylum in the
United States and was in the
c'usmgi of the immigration and
naturalisation service, the offi-

One said the other 16 peo-
Eif aboard the flight. which
ad originated in the nearby
southeastern city of Santiago
De Cuba. were released un-
harmed and returned to
Guantanamo city. close to the
US base at the eastern end of
the island
An official at Santiago De
. asked if he could
confirm the hijacking had
taken place, said. "It's true "
The fal. contacted by tele-
phone by Reuters from Havana,
gave no further details. One US
official in Washington. speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said the hijacker appar:ntr}r
acted alone.

. It was the second such em-
a:rassini incident for the

Cuban ties in days.
Last week two ml:lﬂrn of
Cuba's team training in
Mexico for the Atlanta

Olympics slipped away and
murﬁ:-asylum in the United
Staies.

Speaking of the aircraft hi-
jacker, one US official said.
"We are at the case to
determine what our legal re-
sponsibilities and obligations
are.”

Meanwhile, a senior Cuban
official said on Monday Havana
expected the United States to
repatriate the Cuban who hi-
Ea-r:hui a plane to the US naval

Ricardo Alarcon, President
of the Cuban National
Assembly, said that under a
May 1995 US-Cuba migration
agreement, Washington had
agreed to repatriate Cubans
rying to use the Guantanamo
base as a way to migrate to the
United States.

Alarcon told reporters that
under international UN anti-
hijacking nis, a coun-
iry receiving a hijacker should
either prosecute the offender
or return them te their coun-

try of origin.

‘without any delay”

BEIJING. July 9: China to-
day urged Taiwan to resume
peace talks "without any delay”
in a call a day ahead of high
level Sino-US talks on the na-
tionalist island, reports AFP

Remarks by Tatwan leaders
have been "harmful . . and done
much to damage the reunifica-
tion of the motherland.” the
official Xinhua News Agency
sald in a dispatch today

But “it is not to late to
mend the fold, even after some
of thlfi 5 have been lost,"
It sald. ac "we h the
(Tatwan's leaders) ﬂllu::lhrt:
sensible choice.”

US national security advisor
Anthony Lake is to meet
China's top Tatwan policy offi:
cial Wang Daohan in Shanghai
on Wednesday, a day after talks
with Chinese President Jian
Zemin, premier Li Peng an
other top officials.

Wang is chalrman of the as-
soclation for relations across
the Taiwan  Strait, which
handles contacts with Taiw
through the island’'s straights
exchange foundation.

US asks Turkish
govt to respect
1tS 1nterest

WASHINGTON, July 9. The
US State Department Monday
congratulated Turkey on the
formation of its new govern-

ment but alse® urged lslamic
Prime Minister Necmetlin
Erbakan to

respect US inter-
esiLs, reports AF‘FCC

Turkey's National Assembly
Monday gave a narrow vote of |
confidence to the government
made up of a cealition between
Erbakan's pro-islami Welfare
Party and former premier
Tansu Ciller's conservative
True Path Party.

State Department spoke-
sman Nicholas Burns congr-
atulated Erbakan and Ciller E{it
promptly stressed that "relati-
ons between the United States
and Turkey do not depend on
individual governments, they
depend on our national
interests.”

US interests in Turkey

“dictate th will continue
to be co®rned by Turkey's
full participation and aetive
participation in NATO." he
said, adding that “Turke

should be A&ssociated witﬁ
Western institutions like the .
European U‘mnn.“

Vietnam's FM calls
for co-operation

with New Zealand

WELLINGTON, New. Zea-
land, July 9: Vietnam's visiting
foreign minister wants wider
contact and ties with New
Zealand. reports AP.

. Nguyen Manh Cam said
Tuesday that existing co-oper-
ation in education and training
have been fruitful.

However, he also hopes
that Vietnam can gain from
New ' Zealand expertise in
other sectors, such as agricul-
ture, forestry, communica-
tions, environmental protec-
tion, and transport, particu-
larly railways.

Cam, who is on an offieial
visit. made the comment after
meeting New Zealand Foreign
Minister Don McKinnon and
before a scheduled meeting
with Prime Minister Jim

Bolger.

" Russia still
opposed to
NATO expansion

SAl ZBURG, Austria, July 9:
Serving notice that Russia re-
mains opposed to NATO's ex-
pansion
election, a senior aide to the
Russian president warned
Monday that the pact’'s east-
ward push could spark another
arms race, reports AP.

Plans to include former
Soviet bloc nations in NATO
have become "more con-
tentious ... than ever." with
the need for expansion re-
dumdﬂ%v the spread of democ-
racy Yeltsin's victory, said
Dimitri Ryurikov, Yeltsin's as-
sistant for international affairs.

- nations that NATO r:tunr}*cn is
. But gm new ditiding lines
and new mistrust in Europe
needed?” he asked. |

L ]

Boris Yeltsin's re- |

African leaders back Ghali for

YAOUNDE, Cameroon, July

9: African leaders defied the
United States on Monday and
recommended that Boulros
Boutros-Ghali bé considered
for a second term as UN secre-
tary-general, reports AP,
" The endorsement., which
the Egyptian UN chief had
counted on to keep his hope of
a second term alive, was half-
hearted. It called for an African
to be named the next chief of
the world body and recom-
mended ‘“consideration be
given” to Boutros-Ghali.

Th; 32nd summit of the

Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) started nearly five hours

late as heads of state and gov-

ernments debated whether to
!uP?Grt their fellow African in
the face of American threats to
veto his re-election. -
Rwanda, Ghana, Ethiopia

"Youth Solidarity Uniop."

and Eritrea opposed the non-
port

binding agreement to sup
Boutros-Ghali. Rwanda blames
UN inaction for the 1994
genocide in the Central African
country.

The Clinton
accuses Boutros-Ghali of being
too slow to reform the world
body. It has threatened to use
its veto power on the UN
Security council to oust him.

The US Assistant Secretary
of State for African Affairs,
George Moose, who is attend-
ing as anrobserver, said he was
pleased.with the "constructive
outcome” of the session, He
said he was safisfied the rec-
ommendation left room for
debate and the possibility that
another African nominated.

Boutros-(Ghali, who arrived
in Cameroon's capital Yaounde
on Saturday to lobby for sup-

agministratmn ‘

port, was beaming as he
walked into the conference
hall*at the Palais du Congres
alongside South African
President Nelson Mandela.

"African, -modre than any
other continent, has suffered
from neglect," he told the 53-
member gathering.

While the leaders’ en-
dorsement gave Boutros-Ghali
a psychological boost, it cannot
save his job if the United
States uses its velo power.

Tanzania resident
Benjamin Mkapa opened the
public sessions by blasting the
governiments of Rwanda and its
troubled neighbour Burundi for
failing to end their ethnic
bloodshed. About 2 million
Rwandan and Burundian
refugees have fled to camps in
Tanzdnia and Zaire.

"How long should Tanzania
and other neighbouring coun-

IHutus accused o

tries continue to receive and
provide shelter to hundreds of
thousands of refugees?" he
demanded angrily, to rousing
applause.

"This situation is threaten-
ing to turn into an explosive
development," said OAU
Chairman Salim Ahmed Salim.

One resolution to be con-
sidered supports forming an
African intervention force to
try to quell Burundi's blood-
shed,

The declaration on Rwanda
blasts the government's failure
to salvage its justice system
since the Central African coun-
try's 1994 ‘civil war and calls
on it to relieve overcrowding
In its prisons, where hundreds
of people have died in the past
two 3

ost of the lpri-uncru are

taking part in

the slaughter of at least a half-
million peurle, most of them
members of the Tutsi ethnic
minority.

The Tutsi-led Rwandan
government that took power
after the war will likely block
the resolution, which was pro- i
posed by Tanzania and Zaire.

The resolutions were
drafted by foreign ministers

who convened three days be-  breaches.
fore of the heads of state, who
through The OAU was formed 32

are meeting

Wednesday. They will go into

closed session Tuesday and A

adopt fimal resolutions nations. Since then, political
Wednesday. strife, mlamanagcmrlsﬁ and
Some other pro reso- wars have left much of the
lutions would make Africa a continent suffering economi-
nuclear-free and chemical cally and socially,
weapons-free continent and ccording to the United

threaten Liberia's warring fac-
tion leaders with sanctions and le

a possible war crignes tribunal, in

World Cdurt refuses to

second term defying US

chance
lobby for support from the
United Nations and the West
for help in solvin
nent's problems.

ments ahppmved will carry lit-

tain little more than appeals

for governments to end wars,
human rights abuses and other

years ago to foster economic
and political solidarity among

Nations, 23 of the world's 25

TOKYO, Juz: 9 Burmese

opposition leader Au San
Suu Kyl called for foreign
tourists to boycott her country,
in an Interyiew with a

Ja es€ Nnews Cy released
ltlf:':? reports A.#cn

The head of. the "National
League for Democracy. who

was released from house arrest

one year ago, told Kyodo news
agency that tourists should not

support the military junta in
Myanmar.

The Burmese government is
in the midst of a ‘“visit
Myanmar (Burma) year” cam-
paign in an effort to increase
lourism revenues.

But Augg San Suu Kyi said
‘we are totally against the "visit
Myanmar campaign.”

She added: "This is tanta-
mount to supporting authori-
tartanism in Burma."

The Noble Peace Prize win-
ner also repeated calls for for-
eign countries not to give offi-
cial aid to Myanmar and for
companies n?t to invest in the
country until progress toward
democracy is made.

Aung San Suu Kyi's party
overwhelmingly won national
clcr.llunlf in 1990 but was
stopped from taking by
the military junta, mt State
Law and Order restoration
Council {SLORC). She spent
five years under house arrest.

She said a recent renewed
crackdown on the party. with
the detention of around 260
party activisty had not under
undermined popular support
lor the movement.

‘The party is stronger and
the public support is
stronger.” she said in the in-
terview.

declare N-arms illegal

THE HAGUE, July 9 The
World Court refused Monday to
declare nuclear we 8 ille-
gal, but it did limit the eir-

In a non-binding, adviso
opinion sought by the U
General Assembly, the court
said nuclear weapons use
would be unlawful for any rea-
son other than self-defence in
the survival of a state.

“The court cannot conclude
definitively whether the threat
or use of nuclear weapons
would be lawful or unla in
arn exireme circumstance of

- sell-defence, in which the very

survival of a state would be at
stake,” said court president
Mohammed Bedjaoui.

on Tuesday, reports Reuter;
The
malaria, would transfer a

million lives a year.

"We are exceedingly excited by the research.” Professor
Bob Sinden of Imperial college in London said. "It's eminently
logical, and we are confident we can make it work."

History forgotten
BANGALORE: It was the day. on July 7 exactly a century
ago, that Indians saw the first motion picture at a hotel in

Bombay, reports PTI.
"But it is astonishi

important day in the history

eran film maker, KS J
Jagannath recalled

six short films at the Watson hotel in Bomba
lowed by screening of regular films at the

also in Bombay.

He hn%cd that the media would highlight this at least now
so that the younger generation interested in history of film

industry would be benefitted.

The gathering is mainly a

or African leaders to
the conti-
ose docu

e weight and generally con-

frica’'s newly independent

ast-developed countries are
Africa.

Anti-nuclear groups had
hoped to use the UN court
opinion as a launch d for
a worldwide cam - lt:: ban

the weapons. Th di -
on ificance uf:ﬁe mi:tng.md

at's a very strong nar-
rowing of the circumstances in
which the use or threat might

be legal.” activist Daniel

* Ellsherg said in New York.

t Jeremy J. Stone. presi-
dent of the Federation of
#m:rtcan Scientists in

ashington, complained that
the court "failed to a clear
statement which the world
wants about nuclear weapons.”

Stone said the court failed
to differentiate between threat
and use of nuclear wea

Mosquito to act as vaccine
) swainst malarial

LONDON: British scientists are working on a breed of ge-

netically engineered mosquitoes to act as a sort of flying
phyodermi needle against malaria, The Times newspaper said

paper said the mosquitoes, which normally spread
protein through their saliva to act as
a vaccine against the disease, which claims more than twoe

that the media has forgotten this all

of Indian cinema industry,” vet-
nath. told PT1 here Sunday. -

at Lumiere Brothers exhibited about

Canada's
Strategy, which
and was rene
Alth

1998,
Dingwall has not committed
himsell to renewing the pro-

gramme.

and it was fol-
ovelty Cinema,

Elizabeth Taylor

blasts Canada, US
for AIDS policies

VANCOUVER;, July 9:

Elizabeth Tavlor criticised the
governments of Canada and the
United States for what she
called inadequate and even
dangerous policies towards the
AIDS crisis,

reports AF.
"I understand that here in

Canada, the government isn't
sure whether they \
fund AIDS research at all,"she

said Monday in a speech al a
reception sponsored by the
American Foundation for AlIDS

Research.

want to

Taylor was rrftrrinila%

National
in 1989
in 1993.

it }s setl tp expire in
alth Minister David



