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Politicians and Public Perception: The Need for Openness

HE recent Cabinel decis .
ion to disclose informa- _ bj’ Manzaoor Hasan ssioners. But the most impor-
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isters’ and state ministers The Nolan Committee examined areas of concern: Parliament; Minis-ters and Civil
Police Reform BNy D0 Aaie minisurd i Members il d Uiodl argpone

Servants; and the quangos. mmmmmmanﬁmmm

: i vants is the ﬂkﬂ:ﬂl’uﬁm of
: lThf: I:wwuHunmf Mlnls:rg Majt::'l lr;ldt;“i{aﬂqlll.:l :E-E:?xi; T s f -"n Some of those which could be relevant in the context of Bangladesh. the néw periormance pay
slam keeps an open mind on his traditiona b ; —— iles = structure. :
P pe Y Is understandable that politi The Pri Siiniaten’s Al

rather discreet-type portiollo in handling whieh

| sponding to the requirements of a situation left as
an extremely uninspiring legacy.

worst detractors should not mistake these for

struck a responsive chord with us. Since, how-
ever, he is very much in a planning stage now, we
have suggestioris to offer to him.

IGP, at his instructions, has 'signalled’ to his men

with us. But a radical improvement in police per-
formance will entail inputs from all important
segments of society.

From this point of view, we hail the decision of
the home ministry to obtain views of the intelli-
gentsia by holding a day-long 'national confer-
ence’ on July 20. This will be attended by leaders
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that the onus lay on it as the ruling party to set
examples of complete neutrality in handling

Let the Home Minister set the ball on i::ﬂllcc
reform rolling in the first session of the parlia-

The main opposition BNP — after the initial

People, by and large, have started feeling reas-
sured that parliamentary democracy was really on
the right track. But the prime minister's refer-

j

clans are under constant
scrutiny and most politiclans

should be wﬂllnﬁ to pag given
the nature of their job. The

Hawala scandal is a timely re-

cannot be taken for granted.
There is widespread recogni-

opinion poll revealed that the
eral public did not hold the
embers of Parllament in ve
high estimition. When asked:
ether most MPs made a lot

would tell lies if they felt the

ODAY'S administration
covers dispensation of
justice, ooking after

groups of employees and
secondly, it clearly spells the
position of the employees in

power and authority. This is a
sacred trust on them. Their
decisions influence the life and

from the British public to arm

tance between the public and
the police. The aim of all the
activities of government and
administration in a democratic

about standards of conduct of
all holders of public office..

The report has enunciated

seven principles which ceuld

Those seven principles are
sciflessness, integrity account-

‘Selfnessness: Holders of
public office should take deci-
sions solely in terms of the
public interest. They should
not do so in order to gain fi-

IltT'lt : Holders of public
office s ﬂ‘l.l{i not place them-

blic office are accountable
or their decrisions and actions

: Holders of public
office should be as open as

their decisions and restrict in-
formation only when the wider

any private interests relating
to their public duties and nto
take steps to resolve any. con-
flicts arising in a way that pro-
tects the public interest.

and example.

of companies should be banned
together with any agreement

Conduct for Members and ap-
poirit a Parchi Commis-

h discloses the financial
interests of the Members of

The ster to coftain *any
contracts relating to the provi-
sion of services in their capac-
ity as Members. and such con-
tract should be available for

the Parliamentary Commitiees

came about in 1945 and it is
issued to Ministers at the start

grown over the years respond-
inﬁl‘:} specific incidents. The
No Committee has recom-

Ministers to be drawn up re-

flecting the present QPM.

public if asked to do so. Finally,

., there should be an
system regulating

The core values identified

Administrative Reforms: An Analysis

by Engr Md Shahidur Rahman Khan

as a of the past.
Some of the administrative
contradictions continuing from

1) The judici is yet-to be
fully separated from the ex-
ecutive organs of the state.

Secretary is, then why deci-

Land Records and the Ministry
of Justice)] have no service
cadres of their own?,

6) Officials belonging to

whereas their cadres are ex-
clusive of their own. Movement
should be encouraged to

both ways.

Generally, public service in the Third World countries

military rulers because of
their isolation from public had
to rely on bureaucracy as their
source of . This in turn

orld countries is neither ser-
vice in nature nor is meant for
the general public. The public

ufacturing factory in

raw materials and export:of

filled the interest of those in-
in implementation

implemented. Due to
non-implementation of a num-

volved
were not

the administrative system took
place. Committees after com-
mittees were fbrmed. The re-

administratfe reform. Sooner

is neither service in nature nor is meant for the

the em-

loyment taken up by ex-
Eljnhtcrs, The system ILJIM

his predecessors regarded silence as the better :
will hopefully accept this in- The findings of the committee to the public and must submit or contract entered into which of a new administration or on
part of valour. He might look a radicalist by this | fringement n:J their private life  make interesting reading and themselves to whatever ocould in any way restrict their their appointment to office. ;1 ml be ﬂml | point.
token, but to our understanding, he is fust re- graciously as it is a price they it is worth looking at some of scrutiny is appropriate to their freedom to act. Parliament Like the unwritten British fidence thtﬂ ﬂmﬂcmh:
the recommendations. office. is to iotroduce a Code of Constitution the document has

. minder of the fact that self- be applied to all aspects of possible about all the decisions  sioner for Standards. The
Going by the sense of purpose and the clarity of discipline, either personal or  public life, particularly those and actions that they take arliament is to retain the mended that a new Code of s . £ e
vision writ large on his pronouncements even his | financial. of the politiclans  serving the public in any way. They should give reasons for Lewister of Members Interest Conduct and Procedure for ¢, Sources of funding.

ey ity
of : the

populist public relationing slogans. He means | (o nowadays that politicians ability ss. honesty and public interest clearly de- Parliamen detai The Minsters' : civil servants because of thetr
business and knows that he cannot singlehand- need some rules of engage- 1cadr_¥uh . On each itc:'.l re- mands. £ m”mﬂm b:,] 1% & Wﬂ ﬁ:];-ld hmtrm ;-f involvement in ﬂ:—‘h Sfm
edly deliver the good without the cooperation of mr::lr:.mf inbied ¥ - port ha thci- fulluﬁmg brief ﬂmﬂnh:!lr: Héﬂc:cﬂluf ihHl: clearer description. and lal capacity should be rec- . ]:lrc:mt:um:.“F mmﬂd: v
others and that is where precisely his ideas have BOCLUNLS A 1 guate. e LY 0 Gatre. . should be pu annually.  orded and should be made g onior officers of the Police

We can see that the home minister has pressed | ©f money by using public office  nancial or other material bene- Leadership: Holders of pub-  public inspection be as transparent as possible -

i improperly. 64 per cent fits for themselves, their fam- lic office should promote and ding the i t ' public life was once the symbol

the right buttons to set his house in order. The agreed: whether most MPs  ily or their friends. lsugfg?rlt‘ these principles of of E‘:I o B PEIM - Civil Servants of quality and sg.:;hnuc-u-:n
eadershi

:
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truth will hurt them politically. The Nolan Committee ex- - were 'integrity. itical .im- ©St¢em. The camicerous spread
that lllenr:a:ifur}h t:ley E‘:hﬂuld regard the criminals | g7™ % 00 agreed - and  selves under any financial or amined three e . A ugft;u:e- r:n:l; be Imphd mrlcgﬂ 3 p-nl' Sl Wt Of oorrusten
as politically faceless "social enemies”. The police | whether most MPs cared more other obligation 1o outside in- Members of Parliament: Minis-  interests H""“’: din ;"‘h‘ ﬁ'““be'ﬁ m"""‘ﬁmm o mmt md“““ honesty and the total lack of
need not wait for instructions from the higher au- | about special interests than  dividuals or organisations that ters and Civil Servants: and the the Goverriment should take 2accountability through tceity i every walk of life is
thorities, they are to act as per the law of the | 'h€y cared “h““w‘ like  might influence them in the quangos. The Committee took mmediate steps to legislate Ministers to Parliament.’ §n shocking To regain the high
. cy pe€ : : you, 77 per cent It was performance of their official evidence and within a period law to lay down the alties order to foster the core values moral ground in public life will
land. They uught to be firm but not cruel. a sad picture of poor public of six months produced its MJEHM the f ies could be be a long hard struggle requir-
Menacing irritants Mke the requisitioning of | Perception of the members of 3 : In carrying out recommendations. Let me considered: the establish- ml Mlll rhetl ml and
ublic vehicles bv the lce. extortionist activi- the other of Parliament. public business. including highlight some of those Servants merit of a2 new senidor civil ser- - The
P yt po ' After a series of scandals and making public appointments, recommendations which could The Ministers activities are  vice, (b)] a new handbook for of onus must be on the
ties in the terminals and campus violence are to impropriety the Nolan com awarding contracts, or rec- be relevant in the context of uided by the Questions for agency (semi-governmental E" of our seciety to change
receive 'special attention'. The instruction that mittee (named after the chal- ommending individuals for re-  Bangladesh. Edinlitrrl (QPM). The docu-  body) chief executives: (c) a present mode of operation
: T : rman, the Right Honourable wards and benefits, holders of ' ments were blished for the new civil service code of con- and set a better example for

shoddy preparation of cases which let offenders Lord Nolan) was set up by the  public office should make Members of Parliament first time in 1992 by the order  duct: and (d) an independent the fature generations.
slip thruugh ]mphﬂlﬂ-s be averted goes down well British Prime inister to cholces on merit, The service of Members of of the Prime Ministgr. The line of al for civil servants (The writer is a Barrister-

examine current concerns Accountability: Holders of Parliament to lobby on behalfl document in its present form to the Civil Service Commi- at-Law)

cadres other than so-called
administrative ones. In the
real sense the so-called tech-

= 4 eslates, managing business sovereignty ol the empire. He are sefnt Lo supervise. ments c~ed themselves teo or inconvenience of the - nocra in ern-

of political parties and socio-cultural organisa affair, managing state etc. In a  had police guard as a show of 5) The er;}a:y duties of be democratic. Development ple. whereas the main ;H.;rl;:;: ment ::EHM. In

tions, I‘Epl‘EEEﬂtﬂti\'ES of chamber bﬂdiEE. univer- dt"l“ﬂ:?!‘ﬁlll‘ system 1!}# elected his might. At the time ol part- the magistrates are mainte- of democratic Institutions val- ol Empl-o'ﬂmt of the officials our the of over-

sity teachers and juumallsts. Ef‘ﬂph‘-‘:‘; ;;F”:‘;;;t?:‘w‘ﬁ]’f:ﬁ“ “D“'tm 119;7“ bf'-‘ﬂluﬂ-‘ lf::ilf_if-‘ﬂ- :j:lncr 0 t:]'mw F"d urdcr.Mand u:aﬂwrrr not encouraged :.TI to serve the public. lapping and Intﬂ-;mdency

: ) overnment, ch rur ¢ pacity ol Pakistani politicians spensation ol justice. ajor ral ublic representatives timately, und been misused there

In particular, the ruling party's collaboration country with the help of cadre the administrative machinery cun[‘::ihulnr of ulur GDP |is tjht were cninldtradcfu be a sub- from the {'mplnr:n. pll:e“;;: hm“be:n mﬂ.:.ldm
with other political parties will be of utmost im- service employees and other was not remodelled to suit the agricultural sector, It is ex- ject of contempt. This isolation ernment had l‘ revert to oid to the associated

portance not just in fnrmulating police reforms supporting staff. Administra- changed circumstances. [n the  (remely urgent to modernise of administration from the office Hming. facilities and power. The

but also for implementing them in lett a | Hon cucompasecs officials of  absence of Briush superfors. the land adminietration ays- and contempt towards it is evident from the ne- National of

P g n letier an all ranks and cadres belonging the local bureaucrats ame  tem. Why such important two  elected representatives cre- cessity of formation of more December 1977 (Rashid

spirit. . to all government and semi- mini-colonialists in their own branches (under the Ministry ated the environment for suc- than 25 administrative reform Commission) devaluated the

When the BNP was in power we maintained government olffices. Firstly, the domain. Even today our DCs  of Land Administration and cessive military takeovers. The committees since 1947. The . The profession-

administration covers all are provided with police guard recommendations which ful- als went for movement.

were issued.
This was in fact the first step
towards rationalisation of the

In
May, 1978 corrigendum to the
recommendations

criminals even if they swore by or claimed loyalty relation to the people. the colonial time and some some of the cadres are being gave the bureaucracy more
to the party. We say the same thing to the Awami Public servants are en- created from the colonial rule pested in different depart- power and privilege. Generall ber of necessary recommensda- service structure of the coun-
ltague now, dowed with responsibility, and its legacies are: - ments at different times, a}uhuc service in the Th# tions, no effective reform of try. The salient features of ra-

. tionalisation were: a)

quummumm._a
formation of Senior Service

livelihood of individuals as well  Article 22 of our Constitution achieve transfer of experience  servants first serve them- f man committees Pool for all posts from Deputy
SBEnL: . as national interests. The fol- says: The State shall ensure  and expertise® foster better selves and they try to keep m g:t sce H}:;ht of the day  Secretary, level in the secre-
Avoidable Remarks of the appropriatc atitude of  iroms the executive olgans of  operation. Dwren SHIEtoRl 4 St Sy Bonumosr; and the reports of some of the . lariat, and o decleration of
. . = - : _ : - op Detween erent A review report . committees were made to rol rernment r :
The new government has been saying sensible the bureafi¢racy towards the Th#‘ State. . . cadre services® birt for h mean- uoted in The Bang sh, in cold storage. The Sithation the posis of !iiguur Service
things and taking steps in the right direction le in a democratic society 2) Who is the executive ingful achievement,' ‘the server of January: 4,,1996  deteriorated to such an extent for all cadres on the basis
- Recently. there was demand head of a ministry? If the movement should take place  informed that a garment man- that World Bank is insisting on  of merit and gqualification.

On the basis of these deci-

salvoes of disconten ' i .| the British police in view of  sions are not finalised at the. . 7) Some people duly repay Bangladesh has to make infor- or later this insistence will
Wil sz i cot t fﬂi'lﬂwing its election rever increasing violence in Great same level? i the Minister is bank loan in time while some mal payment of about Tk turn into a precondition for sions :ht formation of Eﬂﬂ:
gave an impression that it was ready to Britain. The British police, the executive head, then how others cannot or do not. The 250 annually to the cus-  continuity of its development [g7q, Ini ember | 1980
provide a strong opposition role in Parliament. who were against it, argued can he be the head of the ?I- government sho due con- toms officials for release of partnership (the Daily [ttefaq, n the uni-
that arming will create a dis-  liamentary committee? The cern for the poor or showing 21 December 1995 and 12

ation of government admin-
istrative services into 28
cadres/sub-cadres. These were
named on the basis of their

mﬂpublu'. function; except some. The ra-

ence to the conspiracy theory of destabilising her

voke and be provoked by each other. We consider
this unnecessary. The June election has proved,
among other things, that people are quite con-
scious about their rights as citizens. They want a
transparent and accountable administration. No
attempt by the ruling party or the opposition will
quite succeed in swaying public opinion in their
favour if it is made with the narrow end of mak-
ing unfair political gains.

- The prime minister could have' perhaps ig-
nored the veiled threat of agitation against the
alleged government action on party cadres of the
opposition camp. The matter could be attended
at the level of-the concerned minister. Mean-
while, as the ruling party, Awami League, must
come hard on its own people if they go- wrong
just to set the example for others te follow. The
seeds of confrontational politics too will not be
sown if such a policy is followed.

AIDS S

society is people's welfare.

and tran motivate and
compel ;ﬁ concerned to per-

form their duties properly.
Lack of transparency creates a
situation where enforcement
of accountability/answerability
becomes difficult and creates a
ground for evil practices like
corruption, misuse and
wastage of national wealth, etc.

The sole purpose of those
in the pgovernment service,
during colonial time, was to
look and consolidate the
interests of the fore rulers.
The colonialists built the ad-
ministrative system in feudal
line. The Deputy Commis-
sioners had full authority in

their districts and at the same
time the were held re-

sponsible for everything in the

istrict. Collection of revenue
was government servants' most
important duty. Public welfare
or local development was not
in the main agenda. The DC
represented the might, the

these organisations are filled
by lateral entry from respec-
tive cadre services. Why the
files could not be disposed off
in the organisation? Giving a
copy of boards' decisions
should be sufficient to keep
the governmient informed of
activities of the:autonomous/
semi-autonomous bodies,

4) The functional officers of
autonomous/semi-autonomous
bodies do personnel adminis-
tration, financial management
along with their main func-
tional job. These organisations
also have career officers deal-
ing with personnel adminis-
tration and financial manage-
ment. Yet why the top-most
administrative and financial

sts of these bodies are filled

y lateral entry from outside
the organisation? Generally the
deputed persons are found to
have less years of services ex-

‘nised though all the govern-

8) Local government insti-
tutions are the pillars of
democracy. Our Constitution in
Article 9 says: The State shall
encourage al Government
institutions composed of rep-
resentatives of the areas con-
cerned and in such institutions
special representation shall be
given as far as possible, to
peasants, workers and women.

There are instances of
public servants téd in
the positions of the top-most
elected representatives or in
the positions of the elected
representatives in different lo-
cal government institutions.
These posting places the pub-
lic servants over other elected
public representatives. Are
these placements not against
the norms and values of demo-
cratic system?

In our country sovereignty
of people was rarely recog-

the suspects had to be re-
leased because of interference
of other railway employees,
who gheraoed the police.

In the past the government
wanted to change the office
hours to 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
for central offices of Dhaka.
Generally considerable part of
the early office hours of high
officials are spent in mee
and conferences. According to
new office timing, the“second
half was free for attending citi-
zens and do file work. This
would have resulted in *better
service to the ° public and
better coordination with field
offices. In a discussion pro-
gramme on new office timing
on the Bangladesh Television,
lots of arguments were given
about difficulties and prob-

"lems of the employees in the

newly-introduced office hours.
No body uttered a single
word aboul the convenience

cadre interests have given rise
to inter-cadre conflict. This
cannot be classified as conflict
between two disciplines of
learning. The Oxford Advanced
Learner's Dictionary, Fourth
Edition, Fifth Impression
(1991) in Pagca 151 and 1319
respectively gives the follow-
gﬁ‘ definitions: Bureaucrat —

icial working in a govern-
ment department, especially
one who follows administra-
tive routine and the rules of
the department very
insensitive, bungling. etc.
sarcastic ‘sense of expression is
evident in the meaning by use
of words like insensitive,
bungling etc). Technocrat —
Expert in science, e eer-
ing, etc., especially one who
favours technocracy.

The word technocrat in the
ongoing conflict is being used
to mean holder of government

strictly;

government or to the use of l}ghﬁgs 4S5 an excuse Enrmlm;j pl':'iIPI{llfal Lﬂingter of aﬂigjﬂc?tm cnam{:itt?ea are g;enemsity, wrote off all 1“"%' finished S. i January 1996). .Thr.n:' have Evﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂpum tion uﬂf cmccmmdru

: Y 4 anglades a Zia in a orm 0 scrutinise/review  of a particular group of default-. Complaints of overbilling in been other attempts in the : : ;

for iachicts by the opporictits-Cames-as a blb ol a | QB ol Jute 1053 the deuviice of midatce . 8 partiane relief was not ac- case of BI&T. DESA. WASA. past by other development ©OF Rating was st ar

shocker. In the same breath we can mention the had said: "In the modern world How the same person can be ', companied with provision for PDB and such other organisa-  partners also for reforming our ,‘;,‘i"lpt"’d all in good :

| BNP chairperscm's vow (o resist repression on the aimhnf adu%nistrﬁtiﬂnhts to the E::i:aélnmcr and th; exami- returning ft.'rln;:1 money to ;ﬁe tions an} commonplace. [}1 a . administrative system. :r;mggnwuilulwm I-I
J 3 serve the people and achieve nee € same time rsons of that group, 0 report of the Da Ittefa Intervention devel-

her party cadres or hﬂ_- thr:al_: to go for street agi people’'s welfare: the aim is 3) The autonomous/semi- ave alr repaid the loan. dated 31st December, 199 opment Pam'f{,, may be un- b delayed on different

tation if such repression continues. creation of an environment  autonomous bodies were cre- Under such circumstances, Ithere is the story of a lost welcome but as shortcomi P uﬂn! —- Theym e

Why make such statements, and so early in the cnnjgﬁmal to lpenple'it liﬁ:t.” atcgiﬁ bring Shopt dma:ﬁrm. c:hn it not bethcmsidmied fool- hrief:;mc fro air ct&ndi}; are not being rectified indige- F:rert tg the ':th uficin:

: " e most important pre- mobility in decision-making ish to repa e bank loans in tion coac Ban es nously, external interferehce is :

day too? The new government is only into its requisites of a democratic gov- and imi:»lctm:ntatiun process.  time? Is $nik o EHcmiT Railway. Th lttg:dnnts unastamg : . System in the administeation.

third week. Not even a Jatiya Sangsad session has fmm::nt_an: actﬂ.:mtahﬂj ?nd Gf:n:ral y lhf top-most posts ment of loan defaulting cul- under .pre from railway Twisting of constitutional Bureaucracy is indispens-

been _ 2 ransparency. countability of personnel administration ture? ' police, about to return able for state, but it has to

een held. And both parties seem ready to pro i et gkt pal ot ht that o expressions and priorisation of 0 md:ngr s it hoo 't

vice-oriented. Loyalty to na-
tion should be the main crite--
rion of public servamts’' actions.
They have to recognise the
ple as their masters.
are also part of the
local society. Making the bu-
reaucracy transparent and an- *
l']l"hudytnm oo y
eve t exception.
The Constitution of Bangladesh
in Article 21 (2) says:
in the ce of the
blic has a duty to strive at
all times to serve the panrlc
Mutual respect always
leads to and good re-
lation. body s to be
in the service of the ple,
do not have the ego tninthc
master, then there can be. no
attrition between different
cadre holders. Time {s in
favour of the policy makers, as
some of the cadre holders are
willing to cooperate in imple-
mentation of reforms. _
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As the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

(AIDS) sgectre widens, people have a hope — just
hope — for the cure of this most dreaded disease.
Already a multi-drug course has proved effective
in reducing the HIV virus. Longer-term results
are awaited. If everything goes according to the
research ‘plan, a cure might well be found in the
near future.

There is one unbridgeable dilemma though. Of
the 8,500 new people infected daily, 90 per cent
are from the developing world. And the yearly
course of treatment costs up to 15,000 dulérs —
much beyond the reach of most patients in the
poor countries. Competition among pharmaceuti-
cal companies might bring the price down some-
what but not to the level that people in the devel-
oping world could afford.

Since .a sure treatment is not there and the
available one will take a long time to reach pa-
tients in countries Hke ours, we face a special

lem here. Ignorance abotit safe sexual be-
; viour and the prevalent taboo concerning sex-
related discessions in’our society pose a great
challenge before us. It is, therefore, of utmost

importance that we launch a campaign for sex
education and t mhlcra,bﬂitlg:i — such as

blood transfusion — through which the HIV

/

m-m Ties’, Indian Foreign Minister I K Gujral was

: Yesterday in our first editorial ‘Impetus to |

Letters for publication in " these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and ail are subject to editing and cuts.!
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.
H—h—n—-ul__

~ Sir, lce-cream is a popular
food in Bangladesh and in
other countries. Most children
and adults like  ice-cream.
There are hundreds of iee-
cream factories in Bangladesh
and most of them are using
dan%muuty contaminated wa-
_tI%r or prepari ice-cream.
that the water which is being
used is safe. As most of the
people aré {lliterate or have no
concept of miero-organisms
they don't bother about the
risks of having the
' this reason, many people may
have been contractin
infectious diseases from ice-
creams. Hundreds of

are not making it sure

there foods. For
various

tho- .
genic 'viruses, bacteria and
' parasites may be present in

the ice-creams. Many types of
pathogenic micro-organisms
can survive longer in ice and
cause diarrhoea, dysentery,
ja&mdicc, typhoid, paratyphoid
etc.

Recently, we have tested
some ice-creams collected
from street vendors of Dhaka
city and found most of them
are dangerously contaminated
with faecal coliforms (Escher-
ichia coli, Klebsiella, citro-
bacter, enterobacter species)
and other types of bacteria.
The total bacterial counts are
also beyond the acceptable
I.Etihhxbue alhﬂlth ]:u ority

e general people may be
ignorant in this regard. Such a
low-quality products must be
banned immediately or strict
quality control must be
enforced.

We believe, various social

clubs, schools and NGOs can
play an important role in maoti-
vating the common p:nﬁle in
this regard. Factories should
use - e aﬂallii cleanndwatcr sSour-
ces for quality product. Hygi-
ene shnﬂld beymaimmﬂ:d pi'gci-
erly. Otherwise, the preva-
ence of diarrhoea and other
infectious diseases will not be
reduced in our country.

M Jahangir Alam and Momena
Shirin

M., Phil. Research Fellows, DU. -
Mr. Khurshida Begum,

Rg;uk UMS College, Dhaka-
1230

Fate of the nation

Sir, On 24th March, 1982
the then Chief of staff Lt.
Gen. H M Ershad usurped

wer from Justice Abdus

ttar on the plea of saving the
country from ruination. He al-
leged that the then BNP gov-
ernment was a corrupted one
and he (Ershad) would led a

Jihad against corruption. He

also vowed to make the coun-
try corruption-free. He had
called for austerity at all levels
of society. Some peculiar
steps were taken by him in

‘this regard. We even saw him

rampant in B
the coun
first group of terrorists were
some unruly freedom
(we are lucky that most of the
freedom fi
mitted to the welfare of the

riding bicycle while attendin

offices. He ‘also posed himse

as a pious man to mislead gc&
ple. But what happened in
reality was very much clear to
the people. Behind sweet talks
and mucked face he did

everything to ruin the econ-
omy and make fortune for
himself .

What we are already observ-
ing now that after assumption
of power, the AL chief Sheikh
Hasina is very much a replica
of activities of Ershad. Her tall-
promises of national consen-
sus, economic boost and curb-
ing terrorism are givin% us a
sense of fear about the fate of
the nation. Will the same

thing happen again this time?

Saokot Hossain
Green Road, Dhaka

Arresting terrorists

Sir, Terrorism has been
angladesh since
try's very birth. The
fighters
ters were com-

ple). Later a new genera-
ion of terrorists have heen

energising themselves under
direct and indirect patronage
of our myopic E:olitical parties,
The terrorists help rigging in
polls, collect tolls forcibly, oc-
cupy seats in college hostels
and university halls, copy and
help copying in examinations,
disturb girls, mug money and
valuables, get contracts for
business forcibly — all at gun-
point (or dagger-point!) and
sometimes they even kill inno-
cent citizens.

The first crime mentioned
above has been downsized to a
negligible proportion by the
caretaker government provi-
sioni, Our new Prime Minister
has recently committed to dis-
own the toll collectors from
her party. We welcome this
gesture. Now, we urge all other
spolitical parties to do the same
voluntarily. If they fail to do se
the government should make
it obligatory for all the ties
through the law-enforcing

agencies.

Occupying seats in halls {1-
legally and copying (or help
copying) are directly con-
cerned with the students. This
Is obviously related te our un-
fortunate "student politics”

term in Bangladesly'). We fer-
vently request te the ruli
party to free its students wing
and by formulating laws in the
Parliament make other

to follow the same. The inde-
pendent student sations
would then form their execu-
tive bodies through elections
and also form the students
unijons in and univer-
sities. The student unions
should have nothing to do with
politics, they anything simply
see their own are and train
themselves in forming and
conducting organisations.

The new government must
express its stand on the copy-
ing in the examinations.

The ather crimes commit-
ted by the terrorists would be

downsized to almost zero if
and if
other political parties cease
their patronisation and if the
Home Ministry is sincere in
arresti terrorists. We can-
didly
ment that we, in no way, want
to get a Matin Choudhury-like
Home Minister anymore.

the government and

the new govern-

(political scientists find a new Member, BAAS. Dhaka



