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Japan urged to invest _ '

more in Bangladesh

During the meeting. they
discu matters of comunon
interest with particular em

\ Z

One beaten to
death 1n

Narayanganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 8: A
man was beaten to death

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha
sina requested the Japanese
government Lo expand its eco

to free Russian

MOSCOW. July 8: The commander of Russian forces in

nomic and technical coopera- phasis on enhancing economic W Sy BN N e T ung Chechnya gave the leader of the region's separatist rebels a 24-
tion and invest more in Bang- and trade relations between : s v oy LA R # gz : : y the local when col- t’k:.dgc today to hand over all thd.'r prisoners. [tar-Tass
ladesh. reports UNB the two countries. S e’ Sl i"’c““ﬂ toll ;Tm a in the I'IE'I"E agency said. In a further sign un&]

She made the request when The Prime Minister than- % : - “'mﬂj'-’m : = I’ between the two sides that has stra.ined last month's Ihlk}'

Ambassador of Japan Yoshikazu
Kaneko paid a courtesy call on
the Prime Minister at aer of
fice yesterday morning

e ambassador conveyed
reetings of the .Japanese
rime Minister to ghrikh
Hasina.

He recalled his tenure of
work in Dhaka during the pe-
riod of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

he Prime Minister said
Ja is one of the best friends
of Bangladesh. Diplomatic ties
between the two countries
were established 25 years
back. Now economic friend-
ship will start and take a new
turn in the days ahead, she

Ei‘h:— ambassador said the
pending economic and techni-
cal cooperation would start
now and assured full coopera-
tion and support to the pre-
sent government.

He said political stability
was restored after the June 12
election and now a congenial
atmosphere was prevailing in
the countiry for economic

activities.
%Dﬂf‘f report adds Ru-
ssian Ambassador Dr Eduard S.

Shevchenko paid a courtesy
call on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at her office yesterday

morning.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters of mutual
interest,

eanwhile, Bjorn Sterny,

Ambassador ol Sweeden, paid a
farewell call on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office
yesterday.

Khaleda

From Page |

stronger during the BNP
riod. a fact which received due
appreciation of the World
Bank, the IMF and other world
bodies.

She said despite the evil
designs of the then opposition
to ruin the country's economy
through hartal, blockade and
destructive activities, the BNP
had left the strongest eco-
nomic base in the 25-year his-
tory of the country.

The leader of the Oppo-
sition renewed her allegation
that the election to 7th

arliament was not free and
air, and the victory of people
was snatched away.

"People’'s verdict has not
been reflected in the June 12
election.” she said, alleging
that a particular party was an-

nounced winner in the elec-
tion.

Begum Zia criticised the
government for trying to
‘Tevive BKSAL in the name of
national consensus” and said
there is nolhing called a gov-
ernment of national consensus
in the democratic world or in
the constitution.

Referring to the February
lls, the BNP chairperson
it was held only for the

continuation of constitutional
process and democratic trend
in the country, and to make
way for a non-party govern-
ment to hold the election.

Begum Zia listed some de-
velopment programmes which
were undertaken during the
BNP government. She particu-
larly mentioned the education
programmes, including com-
?Ulﬂﬂl“j’ primary education and
ood for education.

The meetings were ad-
dressed by MA Jinnah, Golam
Akbar Khandaker, former de-
puty mayor of Cl'uttagn Das-
tagir Chowdhury and former
Vice President of Chittagong
University Central Students
Union M Nazimuddin.

Later, Begum Zia left for
Feni where she will stay during
the night.

ked the people of Sweeden for
their support and help In
Lid:l%lndtth's War of Liberation
in 1971

Ershad's release
on parole:
Legal aspects
under study

The Ministry of Home Af
fairs is examining the legal
aspects of releasing former
President HM Ershad on pa

rulc before garliament session,
reports UN

This was stated by Home
Minister Maj (rtd) Rafiqul Is-
lam BU at a press briefing yes-
terday

He said the ministry re-
ceived Sunday an application
seeking the release of the
jailed Jativa Party chief. who is
an MP.

To a question. the minister
also disclosed that his ministry
was reviewing the arms li-
cences %:vf-n during the
Khaleda Zia government Li
cences of those who would be
found ineligible for a licensed
gun be forfeited, he said.

Some changes

in judiciary

The government has
brought some chaﬂ%t&- in the
judiciary. said an official hand-
out in the city yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Mohammad Ali Khan. the
District Judge ol Pabna. has
been appointed Depuly Secre-
tary (Opinion) at the law, Jus
tice and Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry.

He has been replaced by
Ansar Uddin Sikder, who was
the Divisional Special Judge of
Dhaka.

A K Mohammad Ali, the
District Judge of Bhola, has
been appointed the Divisional
Special Judge of Dhaka.

Khademul Islam Moham-
mad Belal, a judge [Additional
District Judge] of the Anti-
Terrorism Tribunal-2 of

Dhaka, has replaced A K Mo-
hammad Ali.

2 shot dead

From Page |

area Sunday evening and did
not return home till 10:30
pm. Tuhin's brother said he
woke up at 3 am yesterday and
found It)m blood stained body of
Tuhin at his room. He immedi-
ately called the neighbours and
informed the police.

In the FIR. Tuhin's brother
said injured Mosharraf told
him that one of the gang
members called him from his
house nearby. Mosharraf told
Tuhin's brother that he hard a
gunshot minutes before the
criminals fled away stabbing
him.

None was arrested in this
connection till last night. po-
lice said.

Meanwhile, another young
man was shot dead and at least
two others were injured in a

clash between two local groups
at West Rajabazar under Tej-
gaon thana last night. The rival
groups were fighting report-
edly over control of the local-
ity.
2 The deceased was identi-

fied as Tipu. 28, a contractor.

The injured J)E:I'EGHE aged
between 25 and 30 who are
yet to be identified were ad-
mitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH), po-
lice said.

Police from Tejgaon thana
rushed to the spot. They were
investigating the incident.

Hindu opposition activists clash wlth pI:IIIIZF during a protest demonstration fﬂterdly in New
Delhi against the step of hike in the prices of petroleum products

— AFP/UNB photo

Home Ministry plan

From Page 1

cess, he will depute one offi-
cial under him.

He said steps will be taken
to ensure that the police do
not "carelessly” prepare cases

Etenﬂ hideous criminals who
n slip through the hand of
the law because of "loosely
knitted cases" nst them.

"In general, the system
should be changed," he added.

The police forces mi ht
have to be increased,
Home Minister said. Therc is
one police man for 1300 peo-
ple 1n Bangladesh whereas in
the neighbou countries the
number is ﬂnﬂ or 600 to 700
people.” _1 (rtd) Rafiq
pointed out. "In one thana,
only 25 ’Flgl cemen carry out all
dutlen s is not adequate,”
he observed.

According to the Home
Ministry's plan, the govern-
m:nt will pay special attention

e VloEldt nctltlﬂi.i:]a of the
un oun C arty,
Em'bulgra Pmtym it

"We are reviewing whether
the Sarbaharas ould be
treated with greater im
tance. Mid-termm and -
solutions are being &
the minister said.

‘h'ldmmaal‘ly the south-west-
the country has

heen a breeding ground for

underground political parties
for the last 80 years. We will
have to look lntn the problem
in that light."

Maj (rtd) Rafiq mentioned
that there were 15 depart-
ments in the Home Ministry
and it would take some time to
identify problems in these de-

artments and to chalk out ef-
ective solutions.

The nﬂnistf.-r said the image
of the police will have to i

prove. E culture shuuld
changed in the light of peo-
ples’ welfare. I have urged the
police to be firm, nut
cruel, in law enfo

Maj Rafiq said e gov-
ernment was considering im-
porting lie detecting device
and other modern equipment
for the police. All postings and
promotions will be on the basis
of performance, he said.

'l will maintain absolute
transparency for the press —
excepting for the matters re-
lating to state security. I have
dedicated myself to the task in
the spirit of the Liberation
War," he asserted.

State Minister for Informa-
téi;::} Prof g?el::l Sa

retary Rezaul Hayat,
Inspector General of l"ﬂuuw:i‘;Ir M
Azizul Hug and Dhaka Metro-
E)thn Police Commissioner

ohammad Salam were pre-
sent at the press conference.

. Homéd®

Magsaysay Award
for T N Seshan

NEW DELHI, July 8. With
rare understated modesty, In-
dia's outspoken Chief Election
Commissioner TN Seshan
accepted a top international
award today for his six-year
campailgn against corruption in
elections, reports AP

1 accept the award with
humility,” said Seshan, 63, the
reciptent of prestigious Ramon
Magsaysay Award by the
Philippines.

The award. modeled after
the Nobel Peace Prize, was
given to Seshan in recognition

to his crusade to clean India's
election system

Past elections have been
tainted by scandals involving
vote fraud, extravagant cam-
paign apfndlnF and wides-
pread charges ol vote-buying.

Seshan's success came de-
spite efforts by government
and lawmakers to curb his
powers in 1993.

Politicians and election
candidates unhappy with Se-
shan's hard hitting criticism,
say he overstepped his powers
and at one time R’rnpased
removing him from office.

Buoyed by his newiound
Fo]pularil:,r among many grate-

voters., Seshan has not
ruled out running for political
office. when he retires from
the Election Commission in
December.

Unimpressed with India's
current political landscape,
Seshan said he may run for of-
fice with "My own brand of
politics. and not what
currently passes for politics.”

Previous Magsaysay award
winner, Kiran Bedi, India's
first woman police officer,
briefly captured the public's
adoration for her campaign to
improve New Delhi's notorious
Tihar prison.

She has since faded into
virtual obscurity.

Jamaat iterates
pledge to establish
rule of Allah

Ameer of Jamaat-I-Islami.
Bangladesh, Prof Golam Azam
yesterday reiterated his pledge
to continue the struggle to
establish rule of Allah and hon-
est people, reports BSS.

Speaking at a conference of
the Dhaka City women branch
of Jamaat in Alfalah audito-
rium, Prof Azam said deter-
mined efforts would have to be
taken to lead our life on the
basis of the teachings and val-
ues of Islam to free the nation
of all social vices like terror-
ism, murder, rape and drug
addiction.

He called for recasting the
educatiﬂn system of the coun-

ry from the lpﬂmar}r to the
Univf:rsit levels in the light of
the teachings and values nf Is-
lam and said only by doing this
it would be possible to free the
society from the curse of social
vices.

The chief of Jamaat criti-
cised the action taken by the
former caretaker government
in reducing marks from 100 to
50 in the curriculum of reli-
gious education for classes
nine and ten and demanded
restoration of the same by can-
celling the order of the care-
taker government.

Indian national
held in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 8: An Indian
national who reportedly in-
truded into the Bangladesh
territory illegally. was arrested
in Sylhet this morning.

An official source said,
some Army intelligence peuple
challenged the person when
he was moving near the Jalal-
abad cantonment at 11 am. He
introduced himself as Mcar-
des, son of late Sher Samma of
Sholapur, Mumbai (Bombay),
India.

During irﬁcrmgatiun. he
admitted that he had entered
the Bangladesh territory with-
out any passport or visa. He
was immediately handed over
to the military police who later
sent him to the Sylhet Kotwali
police.

Police said, a case has been
lodged agamat him under the

» Border Act

Ariel Sharon enters
Netanyahu's cabinet

JERUSALEM . July 8. Ben
rumn Netanyvahu, leaving for
s first US visit as Israel's
prime minister, Leapt from a

political frying pan into a po
tential firestorm today wit
decision Lo shoehorn ﬁurdhnrr
Ariel Sharon into his cabinet,
reports Reuter.

The government's overnight
decision to grant Sharon a
powerful new ministry averted
a cabinetl crisis, but was cer
tain to alarm Arab states and
Israel's crucial ally Washington,
lﬂnf, leery of the hlur!r1 ex-gern
eral’s ultra-hwkish cies.

“The cabinet has approved
the creation of the infrastruc-
ture ministry, and the prime
minister will present LtLhe
nomination of Sharon to par-
liament for approval toda
1600 (1300 GMT), after which
he will be sworn-in,” Ne-
tanyahu spokesman Shd Baz-
zak told agency.

Last week foreign minister
David Levy forced Netanyahu's
hand with a public vow to quit
by the eve of the prime minis-
ter's US wisit unless a cabinet
post were found for Shargn.

State-owned Israel Ediu
described the specially-tai-
lored new ministry as "rich in
spheres of influence and rich
in power for the minister-elect
Arie]l Sharon.”

Sharon, 68, a founder of the

ruling Liknd Party two decades *

ago. poses a quandary for Ne-
tanyahu, who keenly seeks to
project a peacemaker image
despite his rejection of the
US-endorsed formula of trad-
ing captured land for peace.

Sharon's plunge into Le-
banon in a disastrous invasion
in 1982, when he was defence
minister, and his later cham-
pioning of Jewish settlement
in the West Bank and Gaza, an-
gered US officials and threat-
ened to disrupt ties between
the two allies.

L

US support is vital to Israel,

dependent on 3 billon dollars

in annual aid and on advanced

weaponry from American de
fence firms.

Ihlrlng‘ campaigning for the
May 29 election which brought
him to power Nt‘lanva
promnused 1o clamp the brakes
on LIS backed peace moves

At the time, US President
Bill Clinton expressed a clear

preference for Labour Party In-
cumbent Shimon Peres, bul
has since ﬂlrcigrd lo work
with Netanyahu to salvage what
he can ol the peace process.

Analysts expect Netanyahu
to offer Clinton conciliatory
gestures toward the Palestini-
ans in an attempt to soften the
government's rightists edge.

“The prime minister will
tell Clinton "We are not like
the Robin-Peres government”,
but he will also present a
package of confidence-building
measures,” said commentator
Emmanuel Rozen.

Among the possible mea-
sures are:

— Promising to hold a
groundbreaking first meeting
with Palestinian president
Yasser Arafat in the near fu-
ture.

— announcing a decision to
ease the prolonged, economi-
cally cripplin clﬂaure of the
West Bank an

— annou m:mg furmatmn of
negotiating teams for final sta-
tus' talks with the PLO on
Jerusalem and other core is-
Sues.

romising to carry out a
long-delayed troop pullout
from parts of the still-occupied
the West Bank flashpoint of
Hebron.

— helping Palestinians se-
cure world financial aid.

Sharon has often been at
ln erheads with Netanyahu

o once dismissed him as 'a
pennanent subversive.

Hasina: Political colous P
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to be hostage to law and order
situation. Whoever indulges in
this sort of hypocrisy is not a
believer in democratic norms”,
said Hasina.

Brushing aside allegatjons of
repression on political oppo-
nents and show of revengeful
attitude, Hasina accused a par-
ticular political party of in-
dulging in looting and plunder-
ing peoples’ wealth while in
power and now; out of power,
was committing burglary and
dacoity.

Referring to some recent
incidents, the Prime Minister
saild when police arrested
some fpcr:- lz bzionging to a

or their involvement in
dacoity, it began to give politi-
cal colour to that.

"By indulging in such
planned acts. causing deterio-
ration of law and order, they
may get an excuse to say
against our government, but
that will be at the cost peoples
‘miseries’, she said.

"I ke to build a terrorism-
Iree society. But, it seems they
took the path of conspiracy to
create a law and order situa-
tion in the country”, said
Hasina.

The prime minister, who is
also chief of the ruling Awami
League, recalled that her party
had offered to BNP to join her
government of 'mational con-
sensus’, "But instead of joining
us, they gave misleading inter-

retation to our idea for a na-
ional consensus”, she added.

Her government's main
thrust is on bringing peace in
civic life and build a dpnveﬂy—
free nation, Hasina said.

"I will do my best to fulfill
the pledges we made to peo-
ple. one by one", said Hasina,
adding "but, you know it very
well that we inherited a ruined
economy. Due to shortage of
fertiliser during the previous
government's rule, there was a
production shortfall which
now caused a shortage food
stock.”

The Prime Minister noted
that her government had to
start from 'zero' and it inher-
ited a 'bankrupt economy’.

She said, "l am going to

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na waving before her de-
parture for Makkah yester-
day.

Saudi Arabia for performing
umrah where |1 will seek divine
blessings so that my govern-
ment can succeed in its mis-
sion to fulfil pcnplcs' dreams
and aspirations."

Replying to a question
whether she would discuss bi-
lateral issues with the Saudi
government, the Prime Mi-
nister said, "You will come to
know if I do so. But, be sure we
will a]wagooasl:ck ways and
means to t our manpower

rt to the Middle East, par-
ticularly Saudi Arabia".

The Foreign Minister, Fi-
nance Minister, LGRD and Co-
operatives Minister and Mi-
nister of State for Forei
Affairs were present on the
occasion.

Of the 42 members of the
Prime Minister's entourage 17
went as officlal dignitaries
while 25 others including
some of her relatives went on
their own expenses, the state
minister for Forei Affairs
told this corr L.

The relatives include her
husband Dr Wazed Mia,
younger sister Sheikh Rehana,
r ltl'.':r Putul and son-in-law

!

Rubel 18, son of Dila Mian

Witnesses said. Rubel was
caught when he along with
some 10 to 15 armed youths
went there ye

Dal. He
Lu.m: activists killed him.

the killing

3 killed in

road accidents

From our Correspondent

YOPALGANJ, Jul
persons were kill

others lrt‘]urrd in two road ac-
cidents
this morning.

A night coach bound
Khulna

the accident at SIII'EI
village on the pllglnj
Takﬂ'hal road.

the spot and 15 persons in-
jured,

Another bus bou-
nd for Gopalganj's from Ko-
talipara met with the accident
at Bhojorgati village while

ving side to another bus. The
us also fell Into a road side
ditch kiling the driver Hu-
mayun Kabir, 25, dead on the

spot. Another 25 people were
injured. Three in uredp

Ir:re .dmltttd
?g Rnul' Thmnnr Islam
Our Gaibandha Correspon-
dent adds: The crop preser-
vation of Mo
Sugar s was killed in
accident at Gopalpur on the
Gobindaganj-M j road
Bcnterﬂn}' Azam Ali 43, went to
haperhat under Palashbari
Thana to conduct a training
programme of cane growers.
hen he was r:?m
the mills by an nutnrlchhnr lt
suddenly skidded off the road
after the driver had lost con-
trol of the vehicle. The victim
fell down on the road and sus-
tained severe injuries. He was
removed to the Rangpur
Medical College Hospital in a

critical condition where he
died.

350 trucks
stranded at
2 ferry ghats

SIRAJGANJ, July 8: Some
350 loaded trucks wWere
stranded at Sirajganj and
Bhuapur ferry ghats yesterday
afternoon due to sho e of
ferries in this route, reports
UNB.

Of the total, about 150
trucks were waiting at Bhua ecPur
hat whilc thl: rest queu

rajgan
1{ large: number of trucks
arrying pineapples remained
atranded at Bhuapur. Busi-
nessmen said the plneapples
would be perished if the
trucks are not immediately
ferried.
Only two small ferries with
the capacity of carrying five
vehicles at a time are now be-
ing r?eraled between Bhuapur
!%a.n] ferry ghats.
sources said, two
more fcrries are expe::ted to
be added there to resolve the

congestion at Bhuapur. But the
ferries are yet to come.

Text books
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at the Education Ministry.
Minister for Education, Pri-
mary and Mass Education,
Science and Technol ASH
K Sadeq. also attended the
me . The meeting was also
attended by Education Secre-
tary Abdu lah Harun Pasha,
Secretary, Pri and Mass
Education Syed I Mulk
and concerned officers.

The meeting coopted Prof
Sanjida Khatun of Bangla De-
Fa nt of Dhaka University
or smooth functioning of the
deliberation.

8 on remand
From Page 1
un:rlrl:l::llc rdltﬂltl hurled

bombs and looted Tk 25 lakh
from the commercial manager

of the SQ Sweater Ltd, when

he, njnngwﬂhmuthuomv

c:jl.hl_nf the company, reached
the
drawing mnne from the

gate in a car after

IncC !lnl: branch at Motijheel.

ceasefire agreement. General Vyacheslav Tikhomirov said he
would "take appropriate measures” if Zelimkhan Y

did not hand over all his prisoners 6 (1400 gmt) on
Tuesday, reports Reuter. e -

allegedly for cullccﬂngm
was beaten and stabbed on the

Seriou injured Rubel was
taken to a . Later
he was shifted to Dhaka Me-
dical College al where
he died at mid

Meanwhile the Dﬂ’.k:l: Sec-

n[ Nar city BNP
n.‘lt Mridha in

lltltememclnmedthlthmd
was a worker of the local Juho
that the Awami

BNP also submitted a

memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner of Narayanganj
demanding Iimmediate arrest

of the rTﬂnl responsible for

B Two
and 40

n Gopalgan) district

for
rom Dhaka met -rtth

The bus fell into a road side
ditch. Tonzil Alam, 35, died on

tense in large pa
a decades-old territorial dis-

te over Kashmir. India and
akistan have fou
three wars over Kashmir

with Pakistan.
Prime Minister HD Deve

(:uwdu has said his five-week-

mment wants to solve
the

a new era for the mountainous

fish catch.

The fisheries sector em-
ploys about 1.5 million full-
time professional fishermen

cated in the budget of the
WARPO.
The WARPO, some sources

financial condition improved.

relations with arch enemy
Pakistan. even if their dispute
over Kashmir continues. Forei-

very
rty because of

t two of

shmir dispute and forge

India takes steps to boost
ties with Pakistan

NEW DELHI. July 8: India's state by six years of di-
new center-left ment is rect federal

local Kashmir government in
1989 at the outset of a

Muslim-led uprising against

Minister Inder Kumar Indian rule.
said today, reports AP, India accuses Pakistan of
government has takem SU the Muslim rebels
unilateral steps by promising 2s part of a plan to destabilise
more visas to Pakistani diplo- the re?ln
mats and opening contacts Kashmir was divided be-
between journalists. scholars (ween India and Pakistan
and artists, Gujral told re- shortly after the end of British
porters rule over the Asian Sub-
"Whether Pakistan finds it continent in 1947,
possible to or not, we On . Gowda called a
““BT) ahead.” said meeting of national
lateral rela s between parties and announced the
India and Pakistan remain overnment would try to held

ocal elections In Jammu-
Kashmir state by

The exact dates would be
announced later by the Ehc
tion Commission.

Gu[]rni'- comments, how- Gowda earlier said once a
r. indicate a willi on Ppopular ment was in-
the part of the new Indian stalled in he would be
government to reduce tension Willing to discuss au-

tonomy with the new local

d .
Official talks between rivals
Pakistan and India broke down

in earl 994 over Kashmir.
Since tzcn relations have fur-

ther soured.

Fish resources Kibria

From Paﬂr 1 From Page 1
product (GDP). (E‘aer c:nt ment rate is low and business
nf the country’'s tﬂtll DP an ?I:::Jvltt.y ci.ﬂm tl.:ul; :g-nnl

1 1 cent of export ca,mlngl. s ba
otal fish production was taken the office.”

estimated at 1.200,240 metric The finance minister asser-
tonnes in 1994-95, of which ted that checking the deficit
about 54 per cent of the inland finmcln‘wﬂl be the main

of the Awami

riority
: ﬂi am in of ex-
- the m.f“"‘" . and

1 hope that I

and numbers peak to about 11 be able to

million -time fishermen in come up with a budget which

the ﬂomr::lnm would reflect the aspiration of
the people,” he maintained.

When what would be

Water levels s strategy for promo-

From: Page 1 tion, he said, I try to en-

courage export. | am consider-

Asked about this, a source ing proposals for this purpose.”

concerned said that funds for  But he did not elaborate on the

the well monitors were allo- pro

will be dictated from the fi-

said, promised to clear the nance Kibria said the
dues to those people upto No-  existing will continue.
vember 1995, and had planned "l am not on my
to pay the rest when its own to take on

devaluation right now
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