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Caribbeans
L ]
mean it
BRIDGETOWN. Barbados.

July 8: West Indian community
leaders announced their full

s t this weekend for an
nmdw bid to host the 2003
World Cup cricket,
AFP.

At the conclusion of a

m%tyhud-nlmm-
ment (Caricom) meeting, Dr

reports

Denazil as, Prime Minister
of Kitt's St Nevis, said that
the event could raise rev-
enue to support develop-
ment of the game.

"This means quite a bit for
the of the Caribbean. It
means the private sector will

have to become involved and
the public sector as well,” he
stated.

Last month. the new presi-
dent of the West Indian
Cricket Board (WICB), Pat
Rousseau, revealed his inten-
tions te launch a bid for the
World Cup after the Interna-
tional Cricket Council indi-
cated their interest in the

idr.a.
arate move, com-
Iﬂen backed plans to
ufﬁ:r contracts to a pool of
West Indian players to encour-
age them to stay in the country
rather than pursue theéir ca-
reer elsewhere.

*“This would provide thtf:
ayers with an opportunity o
E::E:ul security and also en-
sure that when our cricketers
are reguired to play Test
cricket, there be no ex-
cuse that they are not on any

contract with the WICB."

Wimbledon enters
LONDON, July 8: "W’I1:|1|.'nli.'.':ll-t
don will into a wee
this :lrgnbecnune the mixed
doubles cannot be completed
on Sunday, reports Reuter.
This was made
top-seeded mark Woedforde of
Australia and Larisa Neiland of
Latvia beat Britain's Jeremy
Bates and Australian Nicole
Bradtke 6-4, 6-4 in the third
round of the mixed doubles.
Neiland had to play in the
women's doubles final with

American Meredith McGrath
against Helena Sukova of the
Czech Republic and Martina
Hingis, the 15-year-old Swius
player, following the men's

th:n could Woodforde
and Neiland play their mixed
quarterfinal t Americans
Patrick Galbraith and Pam
Shriver.
the time that match is
finished there would not be
time for both a semifinal nnd
the final of the mixed to

mk

went into a third
was

ey 572 Mg,

ul'tlnnﬂ:edduuhhl and boys

and girls doubles finals were
staged.

Eriksson 3rd
in Argentina

5556 Subaru World Rally
Team driver, Kenneth Eriks-
son, finished the third and fi-
nal leg of the 16th of Ar-
gentina in 3rd position after a
slow puncture on al Stage
24 lost him 2nd position to
Carlos Sainz. Teammate Piero
Liatti, in the second Subaru
Impreza 555, drove a superb
final day, regaining 2 minutes
and 46 seconds to overhaul his
nearest rival and finish in 7th
place after an incident-packed
rally robbed him of a potential
third position, says a press re-
iﬂ.ﬂ:

opening competitive
icctlnn DF Saturda 'lP:tuu
nevertheless proved frustrat-
ing for the World Champi-
onship drivers when the cor-
rect route at a junction was
blocked, causing all the dri-

e Kenneth Erik-
tﬂlm the wrong route.

Following a meeting of the
Stewards, it was deemed Lhat
ne time advantage had been
gained by any the drivers

SUBARU

and the times on the stage
stood.

Italian ace.
drove at an incredible e =

Piero Liatti.

consistently taking time Rusi
Madeira to elevate himself to
7th position. With over a
minute the two at the
end of y. Piero's final
day charge paid off and the duo
ked up points for the 555
team and Liatti now lies

fourth in the Drivers Champi-

The 1996 FIA World Rally
conienders now
hmmle{Eﬂzéﬂrm 1000
Lakes Rally Au for
ﬂm:t:lhrmndnfﬂﬂguu;}ars

424-member

Aussie squad
for Atlanta

CANBERRA. July 8: Australia
is sending a record 424
athletes to the coming Atlanta

Olympic Games and to
mm more medals than

aﬂl‘l agn in Barcelona,

llzru from Sydney said in
celona Olympic Games,
Australia wrested seven goid,
silver and 11 bronze

1992 when the men's
doubles final. won by John

tl‘ﬂ M

in a long
with a medal.

ﬁ.rgit

ing the t:uunu-y for a second

| tain to hold on to

I
L - i

tu win the hatth:h? the Hl‘lt

in lead on the fourth day
of th rthirda.mlﬂ::lTﬂtlt
Trentbridge on Monday

At close England were 550
for seven.

AP adds:

England could muater 469
for five.at tea a reju-
venating bowling spells from
Indians.

From 379 for two at lunch,
England lost three quick
wickets and was still 52 runs
behind India's first innings
521.

England were off to a bad
start even before the fourth
day's play . No 3 batsman,
Nasser Hussain, 107 not out
before Sunday's rest day, didn't
even make it out of the pavil-
jion: =

Hussain, who fractured his
right index r after being
hit by a Ja Srinath deliv-

in the last over of the third
dnjr. was forced to retire hurt,
leaving his 192-run partner-
ship with captain Mike Ather-
ton unbroken.

| England look cer-

their 1-0 lead In

the series against
despite

Sports Reporter

In overcast conditions,
Atherton resumed on 145 with
left hander Graham Thorpe. In
the [irst over of the day by
Saurav Ganguly, the England

captain renchtd his 150,
which included 18 fours, the
last of them t up with a

cover drive off the second ball
of the day.

Atherton's 150, his third in
Test cricket, was reached after

his third escape in the slips.
Dropped on by ul Dravid on
0, and again on 34 by Mo-

hammed aruddin, Atherton
was lucky a third time when
Vikram Rathore at second slip
spilled a chance which was
edged off Ganguly.

When he reached 160, with
England on 360, his luck ran
out. Slas at a wide, short
Prasad delivery, he found an
edge and was caught by Sanjay
Manjrekar. It ended his high-
est score in England, lastin
468 minutes and including 2
fours.

Graeme Hick then joined
Graham Thorpe, who was
troubled by the Indian quicks
early in his in . but found
his r and hit a number of

ulls and cover drives to the
goundarjr to be 45 not out at

But immediately after lunch

uly trapped the left-han-
d:r w, denying him his 17th
half-century.

All-rounder Mark Ealham
came in for his first Test in-
nings, joi Hick, who after

of t. one and six in
the series so far, was desper-
ate for a big score.

Hick started confidentl
with a cover drive for four o
his second ball, but was then
bogged down by the spin of
Venkat Raju, taking another 75
minutes to reach double fig-
LIres.

On 16 Hick lofted Raju over
mid-wicket for his third
boundary, but in Raju's next
over, he attempted to do the

same, succeeding in find-
ing a leading edg: tu e caught
out at -on making the

score 444 for four.

.Jack Russell, the second
Test match—smr::r with scores
of 124 and 38, lasted only ﬂve
balls before cdﬁing Prasad t
wicketkee ayan Mon ta
without addition to Eng‘.lafnﬁ
scaore.

- Ealham displayed.a wide va-
riety of scoring. shots as he
went to 34 in his debut in-
nings, as he and- fellow all-
rounder Chris Lewis (16 not
out) held out until the second
break.

ATLANTA, July 8
(AFP): Big serving
Croatian Goran
Ivanisevic is far
from your typical
player on the in-
ternational tennis circuit.

A self-confessed man of God
who says he cares little for
mo <~ the fiery tempered
world number seven is also
passionate about the O ics.

He carried the flag proudly
at the head of the ade of
Croatian athletes at Barcelona
and is tip to repeat the
honour in Atlanta, so highly is
24-year-old from Split revered
in his home country.

Ivanisevic also has an excel-
lent chance of improving on
his haul of two bronze medals
(one for singles and another
for doubles), as 1996 has seen
the often volatile and unpre-
dictable star settle into a win-
nlng rhythm.

ince taking on Vedran
Martic as his coach at the be-
Elnmng of the year, Ivanisevic
as enjoyed thc most consis-
tently successful period of his
career.

Yet he is still haunted by
the reputation of being a
"tanker"— throwing away
matohes ‘orice “they slip from
his control.

It seems that if a match is
going too easily, then he
makes problems for himself
and can't fight his way out of
trouble.

"Sometimes like when ev-

:rythinig is gui okay on the
court . 1 don’1
like to win E 0. 6-0." lvanise-

O s reul e
a result, ::p:rhnentl
with his play, often opting for a

variation on his huge power
serve.

But when that wrong,
Ivanisevic can find himself in a
hole, double-faulting, making
unforced errors and ultimately
throwing his tennis racquet in

an all too familiar gesture of @

frustration.

GORAN IVANISEVIC

Of a volatile vt

Ivanisevic says the exﬂluﬂiv:
temper is in his- nature, re-
counting the first time his fa-

ther took him to play tennis
when he was seven.

"He left me to hit the ball,
#snd when he came back after
two and a half hours he saw me
with a broken racquet, se I al-
ready had a gift for that,” he

ain

S.

On the whole, however.
Ivanisevic loves his job.

"It's a great job, a healthy
job. And it's sport. with a lot of
money — which is not so im-
portant. It's primary that

oute healthy and it's what you
ke to do,” he added.

In fact, the Croatian donates
part of his earnings to charity
in Croatia, where he has set up
a foundation to help the un-
derpriviledged.

One of the members of the
foundation board is a Catholic
priest, who has brought Ivani-
sevic back into the folds of the
church.

The tennis player says that
his temperament on court has
calmed significantly since he
started returning to mass
three years ago. coincidentally
the time in which he em-
ba:ked u n a steady relation-
st i) g

vaniltvic as even had.a
brief meeting with the Pope
Jean Paul Il at the Vatican.

‘'l had my speech for one
minute, ru with the
Olympics this was maybe the
biggest honour in my life
which | am never going to for-
get.” he recalls.

Ivanisevic will certainly be
hnplnﬁ for divine inspiration
when he one again takes to the
court in Atlanta.

NEW DELHI, July
B Eight-time Oly-
mpic champions
india hope to cli-
max a remarkable
comneback to the

top of international field
hockey with a gold medal in
Atlanta, ili‘l’

A triumph at the pic
Games would end a 16-year

drought for a nation that was
once the dominant interna-

tional force in the sport,
Tht Indians, who last won
at the west-
Moscow Games
te a humiliat-
lng low in 19 when they
finished 12th 3"“ of 12 con-
tenders in the World Cup.
But wily coach Cedric
D'Souza, backed by a comumit-
ted administration under po-
Mice chief K P S Gill, have
transformed the ragtag hockey
outfit into world-beaters
The rejuvenated Indians
carry the entire nation's hopes

“This team knows they
capable of winning the gold,
they fear no one.” said D'Souza,
a former pgoalkeeper who
turned coach after failing to

make the national squad in the
70s.

"This is the best India team
time. W: will return
hopefully a
said veteran defender
Singh. who will be lead-

successive time at the

Olympics.
Even thc att world is
ngo ic fever,
ugh hnu::k m India's

nnlymdalhopctnaﬁ&ﬂ:mxg

ontingent that includes Davis
star Leander Paes

Eﬁpﬂdpmdiﬂ'dawm

Multinationals Citibank.

Reebok. Nike and Att are

bending
sponsor that team. a far cry
from earlier years when Indian

Olympians struggied to make

ends meet .

over backwards to

One bank has set aside 25
r cent of all tranllctianl

1.-]::-1:1:]{}
m.;’m‘

card to
rations and clmhing

turers are also backing team
members.

"We have never had such
support before ™ said Indian
Olympic Association sec -
neral Randhir Singh 6 a
rrmer shooter. "We used to

beg for money. now it is puring

" The recent success of the
hockey team has been the key
to the generous cash flow

"Olympic medals are rare in
India { this time we stand a
great chance In hockey,” said
one public relations executive.
“Nearly 500 million people In

India will follow the ttumn.

campaign al Atlanta on televi
sion. It makes sound business
sense to back the team.”

While the hockey stars go
for gold, the other members of
the contingent will at besl
form the cheering squad once
their respective eventis are

over
Paes and Mahesh Bhupathy.

who earned a direct en for
the s after taking India
into the Davis Cup quarter-fi-

nals this year. Know they have
no realistic chance of securing
a medal against a world-class
field.

"For me. being of the
-:f:nl.tnma] Games itself is a

wﬂrnthy said. "Any-
th.ng else be a bonus.”

Any medal hopes for Rana,
the 20-year-old Asian Games
shooting champion. were
guashed when his favorite cen-
tre-fire pistol event was not
inchu in the Olympic pro-

Bolivia justif
FIFA's decision

LA PAZ, July 8: Bolivia cel-
ebrated FIFA's decision to al-
low them to play World Cup
qualifying matches at altitude
in La Paz by thrashing Ve-
nezuela 6-1 in their first home
game since getting the go-
ahead. Reuter

Although FIFA stipulated
that clubs must release players
10 days in advance for national
leams pla in La Paz, which
lies 3, metres above sea
level, Venezuela chose to fly in
three hours before the start —

considered the second best
opuon.

Six different pia l-mmd
for Bolivia as t
repeat of their |
campaign when a 1 per t:mt

home record in La Paz. includ-
ing a win over Brazil helped
them reach the finals for the
first time since 1950
South American minnows
Venezuela, who came within a
mﬂd their third-ever
up win be-
fore drl'm:u.l—.l’":th Chile
last month, were under pres.
sure from the start. be-
hind to a second minute goal

by Marco Sandy

India eymg Games' gold

gramime.

Given a wildcard entry for
the air-pistol event. Rana says
his target is the Sydney Games
lour years hence. Trap shooter
Masher Singh stands a better
chance al Atlanta after finish
ing sixth in the World Cup in
Peru earlier this

India is also sending
#chers, athletes, boxers,
horse riders, judokas, swim
mers, weightlifters and table
tennis badminton players
But they won't improve India
dismal record of solitary medal

the field hockey gold at
Moscow in the last six

Olympics

Sport
Third Test heads a draw

-
Pak tail wags
- &
in time
NORTHAMPTON, England,
July 8: Shadab Kabir missed
out on a well-deserved century

by one run as Pakistan staged a
fine recovery against North-

amptonshire on Sunday,
reports Reuter,

The elegant young left-han-
der hit two sixes and 11 fours

in his 99 off 193 balls, shari
hth wicket stand of 17
in 49 overs with fellow 19-
year-old Saglain Mushtaq (78)
to rescue the tourists from
deep trouble at 140 for seven.
akistan ended on 323 all
out and the country side
closed the second day of the
three-day match on 71 without
loss in their second innings,

still 100 behind.

Resuming on 79 for one,
the touring side collapsed
against Northants' makeshift
attack which was without five
resting first team regulars,
plus Neil Mallender who did
not take the field because of a
bruised foot.

Scott Boswell and David

el picked up two early

ckets a piece to raise hopes
n an unexpected first innings
lead, but the youngsters re-
trieved the situation for Pak-
istan. .

The of Shadab, who
made 74 against England in a
World lﬁur warm-up match in
Karac ast winter, earned
high praise for tour manager
Yawar Saeed.

"He is a player of immense
promise. It, was pleasing not
only because he got close to a
hundred, but also because of
the way in which he made l.ht
runs. He will be fig urin%
Pakistan cricket for a lon
time of come."” he said.

Shadab eventually edged a
catch behind off Capel in the
third over with the new ball
and the ex-England all-
rounder, who captured four for
60, then bowled Saglain to end
the innings.

Atherton stays
in the saddle

NOTTINGHAM. July B: Mi-
ke Atherton was re-appointed
England captain on Sunday for
the forthcoming home series
against Pakistan. reports
Reuter.

Chairman of selectors Ray
Ilingworth confirmed on the
rest day of the third and final
Test against India that Ather-
ton would continue in the job.

England play three Tests
against Pakistan, starting on
July 25. followed by a three-
match limited overs series at
the end of the tour.

Atherton struck a positive
note for the rest day by insist-
ing and can pull off victory
over India despite a bland
Trentl Bridge pitch.

England ended the third
day on Saturday at-322 for one
in reply to I'ndm s first :nnlngs
of 521 all out.

Opener Athrrtnn led from
the f@nt with an unbeaten 145
and shared an unfinished sec-
ond wicket stand of 192 with
Nasser Hussain (107 not out)
as their side comfortably
avoided the follow-on.

But Hussain may not be able
to continue his innings on
Monday He was struck on the
glove late on Saturdaf and had
an X-ray which revealed a hair-
line crack of a right finger.

The 28-year-old Essex
batsman will have an early-
morning net to see if he is fit
rrmuil to play

erton, whose team lead
the series 1 0. said, "We can
still win it. There is still time
to do that

'With nine wickets in hand,
our aim must be to bat lor an
other four sessjons and put
some pressure on India

"Although the pitch is still

Jrlng well, it's a mind game,
and the mind can play some
funny tricks with you when
you re under pressure.”

Atherton's hundred was his
10th in Tests, and he hit back
al suggestions the Innings en-
abled him to recover from a
crisis in form

Hingis makes the grade

LONDON, July 8:
Martina Hingis be-
came the youngest-
ever senior cham-

_’ pion in the history
of the Wimbledon
tennis championships here on

Monday when she won the

e

women's doubles, r

rts AFP.

Switzerland's 15-year-old

Hingis and Helena Sukova of
the Czech Republic beat fourth
seeds Larisa Neiland of Latvia
and Meredith McGrath of the
United States 5-7, 7-5, 6-1 in
their delayed [inal.
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HINGIS ....

goes down 1n history

The Buily Htar 11

Leading 4-1 in the third set
when the final was stopped
late Sunday, the eight-seeded
Hingis and Sukova did not
drop a game when play re-
sumed and raced home.

The Czech-born Hingis,
who is just a few days younger
than Lottie Dodd who won the
singles title at the age of 15
years 285 days in 1887, joined
up as the regular doubles part-
ner of the experienced Sukova
earlier this year.

They e playing in their
third tournament and it was
third time lucky against Mc-
Grath and Neiland who had
beaten them at both their
previous tournaments.

Monday's play was delayed
by fifteen minutes because
more spectators than expected
turned up to take advantage of
the free seats and waich the
final da}r s play after a week of
l1..-|...|. . L. =

Still to come was the junior
women's doubles final and a
mixed doubles quarter-final,
semi-final and final.

“It's great to win Wimble-
don. For every tennis player
this is a big goal buf one day i
hope it wlll be the singles (oo,”
sald Hingis afier the win.

Asked if she intended to
celebrate her victory, Hingis
said: "We already started cele-
brating a little bit yesterday.
We went for dinner and had
some fun. We finished pretty
late last mughl and 1 should
have been in Jakarta aueady
for the Fed Cu

"But it's
Grand Slam”.

"l shall fly home te Zurich
and thcn fly to Indonesia to-
morrow,” said Hingis. who be-
came the youngest-ever junior
singles cﬂam lon here two
}.ncars o at the age of 13 years
276 daaygs £ o

Asked what language they
used on court, Sukova smiled:
"We always speak Czech ... un-
less we are playing Novotna.
She might listen in and hear
what we are saying.

ﬂEI’ to win a

"But when Martina wants to
swear at me on court she uses
German.”

Tough test for the pros

LONDON, July 8:
The “strangest”
Wimbledon in liv-
ing memory has
given an unex-

L

pected boost to

this mmonth's Olympic tennis
tournament in Atlanta, even
without newly-crowned men's

champion Richard Krajicek,

reports Reuter.
The ItKes of Pefe S
Andre Agassi and Monica St:lt"-}

. had already pledged to com-

pete at the Games. but their
performances at the All Eng-
land Club have suddenly raised
the event's profile with the US

| Open just over the horizon

Four of the top seen men in
the rankings Sampras,
Agassi, Goran I[vanisevic and
Yevgeny Kafelnikov - will be on
duty in Atlanta. hoping to
atone for personal disappoint-
ments which played a part in
Krajicek becoming only the
second unseeded singles
champion in Wimbledon His
tory

The Dutchman, whose
straight sets victory over Mali-
vai Washington elevated him

back into the world's top 10
was not included in his coun
try's three-man team but Gral
heads an impressive women's
field

All top 10 women have

indicated they will be in A
tion, doing their best to stop
the remarkable German who
already has an Olympic gold
medal to her credit from Seoul
in 1988

Naming the two Olympic

tennis champions from Bar-
celona four years ago has
provided a good quiz question
ever since — the unlikely an-
swers are Marc Rosset and
Jennifer Capriati — but Atlanta
could be very different.

Sampras needs to prove
that his appetite for tennis has
not been dulled by the loss of
his coach Tim Qufilksun while
Agassi as. now bad.sfortnight
to reflect on the dangers of not
preparing thoroughly for major
tournaments.

Seles's fitness remains an
area ol uncertainty., and the
entire women's game is still

Mauresmo lifts
Jr singles
title

LONDON, July 8: France's
Amelie Mauresmo collected
her second jundor Grand S5lam
singles title in a month when
she won the girl's singles title
at Wimbledon on Sunday. re-
ports Reuter.

Mauresmo, winner of the
French Open junior title last
month and seeded 10th, beat
unseeded Maria Serna of Spain
4 6. 6-3, 64 in one hour 41
minutes. The French girl cele-
brated her 17th birthday last
Friday.

In this year's boys' final,
sixth seeded Viadimir Voltch-
kov of Belarus beat unseeded
Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia 3-6.
6-2 6-3

struggling to convince out-
siders there is more strength
in depth than has recently
been the case.

(Grass is not the best surface
on which to measure Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario's short-term
title chances, but Mary Pierce,

another Atlanta entrant. is
among those for whom success
looks further away than it did a

" Wimbledon certainly raiged
more questions than it an-
swered. If Graf's 20th Grand
Slam title merely confirmed
her as the outlstanding plaver
of her generation, Krajicek's
success was less clear-cut

The most likely explanation
is that, at 24, the men's gamec
has a new champion ready to
challenge the elite on a regular
basis, demonstrating there is
no such thing as a fluke Wim-
bledon winner,

The alternative view is that
Krajicek was a fortunate man
I a non-vintage tournament
plagued by injuries and wet
weather which tested the pa
tience of everyone involved.

Few fans would have sus-
pected before the champi
onships that Krajicek would
turn in a better performance
on Centre Court than Agassi
managed.

But the Las Vegan has al
ways had an eye for the big
stage and could be the man to
watch when the Olympic
merry-go-round starts.

Despite he evidence of
Wimbledon, normal service
may soon be resumed

i E.
* . . Lr .. .
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Unseeded Dutch chhlrd Kra]mel huld: nluﬂ the Wim-
bledon trophy after beating American Malivai Washington
in the singles final at the All England Tennis lawn on July

[

— AFP/UNB photo

| the match,

| then she comes out,

WIMBLEDON, Eng-
land, July B: At thla
wackiest of Wim-

~

A

bledons. it only

figures the men's

¢ hampion  would

jve credil to a streaker for-his

irst (rrand Slam Ltitle. report
Agencies

Sure, Richard Krajicek s

huge serve was the difference
in his straight-sets (6-3, 6-4
6-3) victory over Malivai Wash
mgton in Sunday's Wimbledon
final

Sure. he became only the
secuid unseeded champion In
history beside Boris Becker in
1985.

Sure. hes the first Dutch
player to win a Grand Slam
tournament

Yet even Krajicek paid

| tribute to the day's other pre
. cedent-setting

event the
appearance of a streaker on
Centre Court.

As the players sed for
photographs at the net before
the 23-year-old
topless blond woman leaped
from the stands. raced down
the side of the court and. in
front of the Royal Box, flipped

her only garment, a tiny
white apron.

‘l was a little bit tight, and
and at
least for me it put a smile on
my face,  Krajicek said "In a
way_it was good, | think At
lecad® for me, it broke the ten
sion a little bit "

Washington, too. said the
streaker lighteged the atmo
-phrrr

"I thought It was r‘.lh-[}-i.n',
rnr)hr:r at first.” he said. “Then

ooked over and | see this
sireaker She smiled at me
She had on an apron She
lifted it up and she was »till

smiling at me Then | got flus
tered and, boom., three sels
later | was gone '

Even the normally stuffy
uardians of the All England
‘lub found the incident amus-
g

'We have never had a
streaker on Centre Court bhe
fore, so | suppose it was
inevitable eventually.” a club
spokesman said i1 a statement.

Even sc rain disrupted play
for the fifth straight day. caus-
ing three interruptions total-
ing 2 hours. 40 mimutes during
the men's final and [orcing
some other events (o be
stretched into a third week

Besides the rain. the tour
narirent was hit by unthinkabie
upsets that decimated the
men s field during the first
week and freak injuries that
knocked out Boris ker and
A Courl-coverer

Krajicek arrived this year
with a dismal recent record on
the All England Club grass,
having lost in the first round at
his last two appearances.

But the injury-dogged
itchman. known for his er
rﬂH: lemperament also

ned up armed with a calver
A nore concentrated ap
pro

It = as he ended Pete

Sampras's bid for four straight
Whuerdnn titles in the quar-
ter finals. after beating 1991
champion Michael Stich in the
fourth round

| was a little bit surprised |
wasn't seeded.” Krajicek,
ranked 13th in the world, ad-
mitted after his 93 minute
Wi

So many bizarre things oc
curred that Krajicek wondered
whether he ”“Fl t be celebrat
ing too soon aflter Washington

I.hlt a backhand into the net on

match point. Krajicek had just
dropped to his knees, is
hands over his eyes, and rolled
onto his back in celebration.

In the first Wimbledon final

Lady lets Malivai down

between two unseeded players.,
the 6-foot-5 (1.96 m) Krajicek
overpowered the American
with his serve - hitting 14 aces

and losing serve only once, He
broke once in each of the firsi
two sets, and twice in the
third.

Washington was left lunging
time and again as Krajicek
fired down serves at speeds of
up to 129 mph (207 6 kphl.

"The serve was the diller
ence in the match.” Washing
ton said. "l venture he aver-
aged a good 120 mph (192
kph) on his first serves When
a guy does that. it's tough to
break. It puts everything on
you to try to hold "

Although Krajicek's game is
dominated by his serve, he
proved again that he is not a
one-dimensional player. He
kept Washington under pres
sure with sharp returns and
ripped 10 passing shol win
ners.

‘1 think next year | might
get a seed.” he said Krajicek's
victory ensures he will move

into the top 10. He said he will
shoot for "top 5. or may be
even more.

“If he keeps having results

like this,” Washington said,
"heck. he could to go to the
top.”

Washington was the first
black men's finalist at Wimble

don since Arthur Ashe won the
title in 1975 The 20th ranked
Washington had never gone
past the second round in six
revious appearances at Wim
ledon.

“The whole week. the
whole fortnight has been a
dreat experience.” he said “It's
what you dream about, and my
dream almost came true at this
tournament | can say for
the fortnight | was the second
best player in the world "



