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Bar lgladesh tie with USA

SPORTS TALK

BRIEE "'*i ORES

190 in 44 .3

OVErs I ut 52, Akram 39
no Lonis 3 /42, Howard
1/48).

UNITED STAT1 &8 190 5

overs (Singh 4 7. Texe

(World No. | tennis player)
“It's, simply unbelievable. It's

A fter winning her seventh

Ba ngladesh en-
dec' the first le
of their Nort
Anw Tica tour in a

spec tacular fash-
ian \ vhen they sh-
ared honours \vith United
States in a tie-match in
Washington DC on ‘51111::?.
According to a f:xed mes-
sage received here jyesterday.
Bangladesh. who iwre on a
month-long tour to :two ICC as-
sociate member-n ations as
part of their prepsz ration f[or
the next Asian anc' ICC tro-
hies, appearing in their last
imited-over exhibiti on match
against their Americ an coun-
te s scored a figl vling 190
before being all out vwnth three
balls to spare in their share of

45 overs.

In reply. the hosts : i marting
from a 32-run defeat n their
previous engagement n Satl-

urday, came up with m ore mo-

Sports Hepurter

tivation for a maiden vic ry
agaimst Bangladesh, bul n-
tually ended up at par conced-
img theiyr last wicket in the
penultimaté delivery of the

" innings.

In an nu:lllnp; finale with
the United States needing one
run for a win from the last two
deliveries, slow left-arm spin-
ner Enamul Huq Moni. who
was left with an unenviable
task of bowling the last over,
had the last laugh by out-foxing
C Bannis, the last US batsman,
with a tricky delivery

Bennis, whu was on eight
and seemed to have been car-
ried away by the sudden rush
of blood for an imminent win,
in a bid to clear the close
Bangladesh fielding ended up
stranded in the middle, leav-
ing ‘keeper Khaled Masud Pilot
to effect a sim dple yet decisive
stumpi nﬁ the host were
predictably thrown into the

of despair

Moni, who together with a
watchful Pilot had earlier
dismissed two US middle-
order bats. finished most suc-
cessful among the Bangladesh
bowlers with three for 45 in
his otherwise expensive 6.5
OVETH

For the hosts, featuring
major changes from last Satur
day's line-up. opener ‘ﬂngh

scored highest 47 whllt mid-
dle-order bat A Texeira, who
watched helplessly the fall of
the last US wicket from the
non-siriker's end, remained
unbeaten on 24. Besides. long-
handled bat Lewis, who had
earlier captured three wickets,
hammered a rapid-fire 23.
Earlier, the Ban to-
talewas built around a dazzling
hall century f[rom opener
Bidyut and a 30-ball-37 cap-
tajn knock from Akram Khan.
Bidyut. who had a disap-
pointing first match against
the hosts, returned to his usual
rolific self with a polished 52.
e young right-handed bats-
man shared three vital -
nerships with Athar Ali (19),

Ru

re falling to Louis leavi
the Bangladesh total comfort-
ably poised at 116/4.

But Akram apart, the
Bangladesh middle-order sans
the service of an ex enced
Minhazul Abedin Nannu, who
is nursing a sore shoulder,
failed tor carry the total to re-
spectability

Bangladesh., who won three
out of their five matches
against different sectiops iIn
America. is scheduled to leave
for Canada on July 9 where
they will feature in four exhibi-
tion matches

Sport

m (9) and Farugue (18) «
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Cappellm 3 Sth

1n a row’

GARITSA BAY, Corfu’, July 8:
Italtan Guido Cappellii 1 con-
tinues to set new reccirds in
the UM Formula 1 World
Championship after mar king it
five in a row with victory in the
Grand Prix of Corfu, says a
press release.

It was Abu Dhabi c'river

GOLD LFAF

Humaid Bhakit who blasted
into the lead from the start as
he dominated the early part of
the race. But his lead was:

gradually reduced as Cappellini
pushed hard behind him and
on lap 18 the Italian managed

to snatch the lead which he -

held until the chequeted flag
As the race progressed, it
became a repeat of the Grand
Prix of Chalon with Cappellini
holding. on to the lead with his
. fellow Italian Massimo Rog-
giero battling close behind, but
never quite making it. '

On lap 23, the Pace Boat
wis brought out on the course
after Bha

cost him a lap penalty. At this
stage, John Flay:r Guld Leaf
driver Jon Jones had just the
set. the fastest lap trying to
improve on his s pasitinn

It was unfortunate for Jones

that his crankshaft broke just
200 metres from the line de-

[vrhrlng him of a fourth place at

he finish, but still managed to

climb- into fourth position in
onship with

the overall champi
his eventual seventh placed
finish.

- Jones' teammate Paul

Blackburn continued his tarly_

rocgndy it g
in peoin n
Ee?ﬁi in Formula 1
The team now hr.:aﬂ for the
John Player Gold Leaf s
sored Grand Prix of

glch takes _plm:: on August

mebr d, a iricky tactician

ATLANTA., Ge
July 8 (AFP): \
the Olympic G ames
get underway & t the

end of July, one’

= g
— —— S

| 'Dream Team' finally

t demolished one of
the turn-buoys which, also, -

ltlila

man should be L et
¢r prepared than most. Lin ford
Christie, after all. has been
playing games: for months.

The British sprint chaun-
pion was already at it last ye: ar,
declaring that he would 1101
defend his title — definitely.

Definitely became probat ily.
then possibly, as Christie I:n-e
came less and less comim -
nicative, so his rivals, neitlier
fooled nor impressed. spo ke
out more than more. Chris tie
would hit the Atlanta tarm ac
running, they predicted.

They were right.
If Britain's team captain
thought there was advantage to

be gained in masking his
Olympic ambitions, then he
was WTong.

Christie, of course, ha:;

never been a straightforwarc!
character.

Former teammate Derek
Redmond once said he was :i
perfectly balanced athlete,
since he had "a chip on bofh
shoulders.”

As for the British media —
who he accuses of dub him
"Jama-lcan-bum"whcn he loses
and "EBritish®" when he wins —
they discovered long ago that if
you were not for him, they
were aj’ainst him.

Last season, one row fol-
lowed another.

Ther was the annual war of
words with America's top
sprinters. Then he got em-
broiled in an argument with
the Britiish athletics federation
over money. Then .he upset In-
t®rnational amateur Athletic
Federatioil (IAAF) chief Primo
Nebiolo by pulling out of the
world incloor championships
just four days before the start.

Soon alter the death of his
mother, Cliristie announced he
had had enough. "When 1 %;:t
this seaso11 over, that's it."
said. "I'm_definitely not going
to the Olyfnpic Games."

Media pressure, apparently,
was to blame, from now on, he
would run for himself — and
run for fun.

. Christie's disastrous 1995
season — whiich had n so
‘hopefully with a world indoor
20 recnrd — ended on the

lowest of notes when ﬁtrug
ing with a hamstring pro

Tem, he lost his world title in

Gothenburg
Thal iﬂld&!‘ of a fallen
champion, flat out on the track
clasping his leg. can never
obliterate one thig. however

. LINFORD LHRISTIE

Christie, who only broke

through at the top lewvel, a
decade ago as a 26-year- old
after his coach Ron Roddan fi-
nally convinced him to put
away his dominoes and take
athletics seriously, will go
down in history as an athletics’
great. .

His achievement — at one
ata%e he held the Olympic,

d. European, British and
(Zommonwealth titles simulta-
1neously and his major champi-
r.insh.ip medals currently total
2'3 — carmot be guestioned.

And he remains one of the
miost supreme racers of them
all. his awesome physical
sfature matched by his ability
to "psyche out” the most hard-
ened of rivals. As Dennis
Mitchell put it: "He is probably
the most competitive athlete |
have ever raced ... if you ques-
P{m yourself with Linford, you
ose.”

A bank-vault of gaold medals,

Dream Team' get
intc gear -

CLEVELAND, July B: The

layed
against a teaim of foreigners
and the proce:dings wcnt as .
expected.

Just 24 houwrs after strug-
gling past a teeaim of US colle-
%ana by only six points, the

ympic team piit on the kind

of dominating display of bas-

| ketball that is ex pected.

Running, dunking and
freestyling all tine while, the
'Dream Team' pounded Brazil
109-68 Sunday ir\ their second
stop on a five-gain€ exhibition
tour. The next game is
Wednesday night at Phoenix
against the Chinzse Olympic
team.

Brazil, led by 38-year-old
()»scar Schmidt, ma

alned*a glimmer ol confl-

ence after watching the US
O lympic team beat the 22-and-
unider team 96-90 Saturday.

But all the laziness and
carclessness of the previous
day was absent Sunday .

I'rom the start, the US team
eméaluyed a pressure défence
and looked to score off the fast
brea k. After Brazil took a 13-8
lead on a fast-break 3-jyointer
by Sihmidt, the US team had
four tast-break layupsin a 2
;ﬂmn that put them ahead 29-

After Brazil got back wi
eight, the US team

first hall with a to
lead by 20 at the . Of the
Dream Team's 50 points in the

half, only eight came on jumyy
shots and nngll"lc on 3- I‘

The second half was mure
of the saume — steals, fast
breaks, dunks and la — as
thl;;h US team built their

as 41 points.

The 'Dream Team' madé
only 10 outside shots the en-
" tire game, and four of them
.. W 3-pointers in the second

Unjted States wi
while Scottie PI en had 13

and Shaqulllc . Anfernee
Hardawa Hﬂlﬂ* and
, Grant pohtl‘.l mh

have

Mitch Hlﬂhmnnli led the ok
1

howewver, has not
peace of mind.

No on has ever managed to
identify the demons that seem
to torture him. But perhaps it
is no coincidence that
Christie's marketing company,
co-owned with the likes of
hurdler Colin Jackson, is
called "Nuff respect” — a
street-jargon demand for ac-
knowledgement.

Christie has never fell he
has earned the respect he de-
serves, either from his rivals
or his own national press, who
he argues constantly focus on
negatives.

There was the time, for in-
stance, when he escaped a
drugs ban at the Seoul
Olympics after rewealing he
had drunk ginseng tea. And
when he threatened to attack
journalists at Heathrow airport
'l don't want to see any
bloodshed on this airport but if

want some ..." or when it
was revealed last year that his
16-year-old son by a teenage
Romance had become a father.

The irony of course, is that
Christie seems to feed off con-
flict. So much so that some
British journalists think he in-
vites controversy on pu ;

So perhaps it was unwise of
world champion Donovan Bai-
ley to suggest that Christie's
Gulhenburg injury had been
stage-managed.

he Canadian's’ asscrtinn
that "A fit Linford Christie ran
that race. Absolutely n®-one
was injured in that race” rhust
have seemed ke a red rag to a
bull. Particularly when both
Bailey and arl Lewis,
Christie's oldest jousting part-
ner, declared that the Briton
was 'bluffing the media”
suggesting he might not run in

Aﬂ%‘tﬂ.

hristie's final decision to
compete, whatever it was
based upon. must be right. The
man who was once told by
promoter Andy Norman that
he “couldn't fill a telephone
box" will help ensure the
fullest of houses at Atlanta if he
reaches the 100m final on July
27.

brought

That race will give him the
chance to cap his final cha tu'
with the perfect punch-li
Christie may not feel he owes
anything to anyone, but surely
he owes that to himself.
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Centre's launch pad (39-A) aw J
Atlantis as part of her participatio
lay ceremony in Florida on July 7.

=

...........

NAxBA engineer Joanne Mncen runs liuwn Kennedy Spaca

from Space Shuttle
in gn Dlymp!c torch re-
—AFP/UNB photo

1 Madrid
zionale, hcadrd

tra time, re

Abahani v ;ﬂ.‘_l__;)h_fﬂ*:\

'Football league ||

. L -
in jeopardy
Sports Reporter
The fate &f the 1996 foot-
ball league took a untoward
swing into uncertainty as de-
fending champions Abahani
Krira akra decided to skip it
in pretest against some deci-
sions adopted in the executive
meeting of .the Dhaka Metro-
is Football Association (DM-

A%te last night.

e DMFAQS which an-
nounced the commitiee
after a prolonged deliberation,

elected ASM Sultan, the Aram-
president, as league com-
tee chairman and A Axnm

Bﬂdﬂ] as secT
Followin KE dtc{stm

Shah Alam huwd.hu
hani Krira Chakra dﬂ:larcd

that the azures will not take |

part in the league scheduled to
commence from st 7

Shah Alam Chowdhury in
his protested the a niment
of Sultan and Badal claiming
that "Sultan's appointment as
chairman is against DMFA con-
venition which has so far
named a non-club member in
this post”

A visibly furtous Shah Alam
also claimed that Badal with a
dubious reputation of being
one of the "key playmakers of
arra affairs” was a su ar

inclusion in such a sensiive.

post
« Besides, Shah Alam had also

made it clear that Abahani is

still against the adoption of
seven players’ binding and also
demanded an incrfase in the
number of foreign boelers,

Ecuador brought
down to earth

SANTIAGO, July 8 Striker
Ivan Zamorano scored twice
Chile beat Ecuador 4-1 in

® South American World Cup

a‘,lliﬂﬂ on Saturday, reports
uter.

Three goals in the last 15
minutes brought Ecuador
crashing down after their 2-0
win over Argentina in- their
previous qualifier last month.

Zamorano, who recently
‘moved from S lnlllh club Real
to Italy’'s Interna-
htl: in front
in the 21st minute.

Ecuador's playmaker Alex
Aguinaga equalised in the 74th
minute but within one minute
Marcelo Salas put Chile ahead

A goal I;y Fabian Estay and
another Zamorano header,
both scored after Chilean full-
back Cristian Castanyeda had
heen sent off for two bookable
offences, completed the win in
Chile's first game under coach
Nelson Acosta.

Acosta took over after Spa-
niard Xavier Azkargorta, who
took Bolivia to the last World
Cup finals. resigned in the
W of last month's 1-1 draw
against minnows Venezuela.

FIFA rebuts
reports

ZURICH, July 8: World soc-
cer's governing body FIFA de-
nied reports on Monday that it
had plans to scrap the use of
the sudden-deatl} finish in ex-
s Reuter.

"It's completely absurb,”
said FIFA spokesman Keith

Cooper.

‘g‘ﬂere are no s<plans to
scrap it and there never were.
In fact, we don't even have any
I:ila.nﬂ to discuss such a th.lng

t's not on any of our

The reports stem irom an

interview given by FIFA tech-
nical director Walter Gagg to a
ejma magazine.
j In the interview, Gagg said
there might be a difference in
the way of youth or women's
side, as opposed to a merfs
team, approached the so-
called "golden goal," adopting
either an attacking or a defen-
sive strategy

ter several experiments,

idea of sudden-death finishes |

— in which the first goal in
extra time. the “"golden goal.™
decides the match - to all
competitions.

It was used for the first
time in a major international
tournament at last month's Eu-
ropean Championship finals in

| En land where it attracted

widespread criticism.

Of the seven matches in the
knockout stage, five went intd
extra time and only one - the
final between Germany and the
Czech Republic - was decided
on sudden-death, the rest all
going to penalty shootouts. .

Designed to encourage
teams to attack, the
goal seemed to have the oppo-
site effect as most sides ap-
peared more anxious to defend
during the 30 minutes of extra

time and then take their
chances in a penalty shootout.
Sudden-death finishes will

be used at the Olympic soccer.
tgurnament in Atlanta later

this month and at the 1998 ,

World Cup finals in France.

Schools kabaddi

Maniknagar Govt Primary
School emerged group cham-
pions to reach the semifinal of
the 6th schools kabaddi tour-
nament beating Karhalapur
‘High School by 54-32 points al
the- kabaddi court of Outer
Stadium yesterday, reports
UNB.

The winneérs, who earned
three creditable lonas, clearly
dominated the first hajf 32 8.

Earlier, in the day’ ﬁrat
match, Millat High Sc Egrt
two lonas as defeated
fles School arh:l ollege by 41-
33 points at the same /enue in
the afternoon.

The first half score was 21-
12 in favour of the winners.

Tuesday's matches: Sharmin
Textile Mills High School vs
Ram Krishna Mission School
(6 pml); Dﬂialrpa.r High School
‘vs Metijheel Govt ngh School

glﬁ pm}

golden |

1‘“
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Colomba’s Faustino Asprilla (L) struggles to take control of the ball with Gabriel Cedres of

Uruguay during their World Cup qualifiers in Barranguilla on July 7.

—AFP/UNB photo

Uruguay put in an abyss

BARRANQUILLA -‘.'_'“n-
lombia, July :
First half goals *hjr
striker Faustino As
prilla and veteran

28 ( arlos Valderrama
helped Colombia to a 3-1 win
over Uruguay on Sunday re-

ports Reuter.
The victory puf Colombia
top of the South American

World C up quallfﬁtm €1 oup

" Antony de Avila sealed
Colombia's win with a 77th
inute goal after Gabriel Ce-
dres had pulled Uruguay back
into the game with a goal early
in the second Hhal Ruben
Pereyra of Uruguay and Leonel
Alvarez ol Colombia were sent
off near the end

The result was a crushin
blow for iwwo-times worl
champions Uruguay who seem
lo be In a state of perpetual
decline

Uru uv failed Lo qualify
the 1994 World Cup,
to Bolivia. and Sunday's loss
followed a shock 2-0 defeat at
home to Paraguay last month.

They are now seventh in
the nine team group, with only
the top four qualifying for the
1998 World Cup finals in’
France.

Unbeaten Culnmbln how-

for
out

ever, are in a healthy position
at the top of the table. despite
relying heavily on the team
which pefformed disastrousily
at the 1994 World Cu
a put Co ia, ahead

in the 10th minute, eluding a
defender and goalkeeper Clau-
Mo Arbiza after being set up by
Victor Aristizal

Asprilla then set up the
second 13 minutes later which
was converted by a Valderrama
header

Colombia let up and Cedres
beat their defence to score for
Uruguay from a free-kick in

5th minate

{:ti:mhia'l velerans were
saggl but Antony de Awvila,
another stalwart who came on
as a substitute, settled the

. match with a shot from outside

the ty area.

anwhile at Lima, Fﬂx
desperate defending earn

a 00 draw
S~ CPmnn i.lt.h;
or u ualifying matc

Mnﬂh: h 'wului:
off in the 30th minute. .

A hard-working Ftruvlan

team, urged on by a ca ty
45,000-strong crowd in Lima's
national stadium. constantly

pressed Argentina but could
not convert its numerous
chances into the single goal

that would have decided the
match.

Argtntina who played
without their top-scorer
Gabriel Batistuta, were re-
siined to defend from the
movement Balbo's vengeful
h;?g al Jose Carranza saw his

And with sole remainin
forward Claudio Cannigia -
fective. the South American
giants achieved one shot
at goal all game.

"This result is really un-
just.” said Peru's coach Juan
Carlos Oblitas. "Only one team
tried to play.”

Cannigia - himself cau-
tioned for elbowing - blamed
his team's lacklustre djsplay on
the Balboe sending off.

‘Once we had a player
thrown out, it was always going
to be difficult.” he said.

Aﬁamn a 10-man side, Peru
found space down both flanks
to creale good op unities
but a lack of precision in front
of goal meant they wasted a
slew of chances.

They came closest (o-scor-

ing in the 66th minute when
rto Palacioos - put th-
rough by a flicked header from
Flavio Maestri - flashed a low

dﬂ\r:lgairutthcpﬂlt

N azm, the trail-blazer

ATLANTA,
(AFP) - Wmtuf—
ting's imngc as an
Olympic sport
has suffered over
the past few Ol-
Emplads from drugs scandals
ut in Naim Suleymanoglu it
has a star who can redress that

uleymanoglu, son of a zinc
miner and whose mother
worked in a hot house, has ac-
crued 45 world records and
22 gold medals in his domi-
nance of the featherweight
IE htlifting catcgu‘?r since he
broke his first world record af
the age of 15.
He became only the second

Iman to lift three times his

dlyw 1gh the other being
urov, which is the
:qulvalcnt of lifting John

Wayne and Steve M-::Queen to-
gether.
Suleymanoglu started life as

Naim Suleimanov born in Bul-
%hria but of Turkish ori
roughout his life he
auu t to improve the stan-
dard of livin
ethnic Turkish population in
Bulgaria. who have suffered
continual bouts of repression

. under the old communist
FIFA decided to extend the |

il

regime and the government
which came in after the fall of
the iron curtain.

Although Suleimanov was
well rewarded by the Bulgarian
communists for his successes,
he became increasingly
at their violent reactions to the
| Turkish communities please
for more freedom.

He turned, down appeals for

‘him to defect to Turkey when

he was at a trainin in
Australia in 1985, although he
said he would consider it if his
name was changed by the Bul-
garian authorities to a non-ls-

for the large

upset .

lamic one as they had been do-
ing to other Turks.
Suleimanqv képt his
promise and when he returned
to Australia to compete in the
1986 World Cup competition
he defeated, as the Bu ans
had not only changed his name
to Naum but also

made him out to be a traitor to

his Turkish origins by printing
a fictitious interview with him -

that quoted him as saying;- "I

N SULEYMOG

am proud to r:ahum: my true
Bulgarian name.”

His defection came at a
price as to compete in the
1988 Olympics he required,
under [0OC laws, Bulgaria's
permission. The Turks ob-
tained their permission while
sending the cash strapped
Bulgarians a million dollar
cheque in return.

Since then the multi-tal-
ented and multi-named
Suleimanov has become a role
model to all Turks. from the
moment he alighted at Istanbul

alrport and k.tn the tarmac
to hln two :ucce;lliﬂ: gold
medals.

Su u hiad promised
the ﬂ:ﬂ authorities that
he refrain from criticis- -

ing their policies but in 1988
aftes winning his second suc-
cessive gold medal announced
that it was not his gold medal
but the Turkish people's.

His story became so well
known throughout the- world
that the Bulgarians felt com-
pelled in alle a third of
the 900,000 Turks living in
B ia to te.

us-this rather extraerdi-
fellow blessed with a boy-
ish smile and immense will
power aims to win his third
Fnld medal .and then go to Hol-
y'wuad to start an acting ca-

Hi! life story b what it
is he could mak: his debut

playing himself.

Schools TT
from July 21

‘Bangladesh Taiiie Tennis
Federation has decided to ar-
rajife a nation-wide table ten-
nis conmipetition among the
school students, reports UNB.

The competiliori. patron-
ised by Green Delta Insurance
and organised by BTTF, will be
held from July 21 to 25 for
boys and girls in the capital in
gro T‘E and individual basis.

e federation will pay al-
lowances to the participating
pl¥yers and team leaders of
different districts. .

All interested school teams
have been requested to enlist
their names at the federation
office on July 15 from 5 to 7
pm.
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