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'If Netanyahu sticks to
3 'nos' Arabs will have
3 stmilar 'nos’

CAIRO. July 8: Egypt has
said that if lsraelli Frinu
Minister Benjamin Netanyaliu
insists on taking a hard line in
Arab-lsraeli peace talks, he
will be exposed to interna-
tional isolation, reports Xinhua

Egyvptian President Hosni
Mubarak's top political aide,
Osama El-Baz, said that il
Netanyahu sticks to his three
nos — no to the return ol the
Golan Heights to Syria, no to a
Palestinian state with Jerusa
lem as its capital and no to
negotiations on the final status
of Jerusalem, the Arabs will
have three similar nos', na-
mely no normalisation of re-
lations with Israel. no peace
negotiations with Israel and no
regional economic cooperation
with Israel.

In an interview to Egypt's
weekly magazine Rosel You-
ssef, Baz said that the Middle
East space process must be
based on relevant U.N-Security
Council resolutions as well as
the land-for-peace princi-
ple. The interview was publi-

shed by the magazine on its
Ltoday issue

Netanyahu, vowing to tak
touch stance in Israeli-Arab
negotiations, has relused to
accept the principle of land for
peace. which was agreed upon
in the 1991 Madrid peace
conierence. ‘'

He has said that I[srael
would not return the Golan on
Syria and would not allow the
establishment of an indepen-
dent Palestinian stale

He has also said that Jeru-
salem would remain Israels
eternal and undivisive capital
Israel captured the Arab East
Jerusalem in the 1967 Middle
East war.

However. Baz said in the in
terview that Netanyahu's policy
will not be clear until after his
visit to Washington and Lo
Cairo this month

The Arab and European
countries recently have urged
Israel to stick to the principle
of land-for-peace. embodied in
LI.N resolutions.

o hiirac sal

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabla. Juh

B French President Jacgues
Chirac, backed by Saudi King
Fahd pressed Israel on Sunday
to resume the Middle Easl

peace process or run the risk
I renewed political violence,
repayls Reuter

“I have told themm — and I

ve also discussed this with

S President Bill Clinton —
that they must understand that
when they make commit-
ments, they must keep them.
if they don't, they run the risk
of a resumption of terrorism, °
during a three-day
vissit Lo Saudi Arabia.

The day before. during =
9 )-minute meeting between
C hirac and Saudi King Fahd,
the monarch had stressed the
im portance of new global ef

foris to spark life into the
pe.ice process, officials in
Chirac's entourage said

Fhe Arab-lsraeli peace pro

cess; ground to a halt following
the election in May ef hard
linerr Benjamin Netanyahu as

Isracli Prime Minister
Netanyahu travels to

Was hington this week for the

first time since his surprise

eleclion victory, hoping o win
Anierica over his more ¢au
tious approach to regional sta
bility.

Arab states have warned
him against going back on ac
cords reached under previous
Israeli governments, such as
an agreement to negotiale on
the basis of r.xrhanﬁlng Israeli
land for peace with its Arab
ned ir.

"This 18 nov an academic
theory, it is a ﬁrnumt risk,”
Chirac said, relerring to the
risk of renewed Middle East
violenice should the peace pro-
ces: falter or die

Fe urged Israel to let its in
tentions be known quickly
adding that should it choose
agairist resumi the path to
peace:, it should think again

Chirac and Fahd conferred
for nearly 90 minutes late on
Saturday after a men — ‘only
state dinner in Chirac's honour
hosted hly the King

Is~a=l wviews France as
closer to the Arab states, but
Chirac insisted that he sought
warm ties with all of the re
gion's states including Israel.
and hoped to influence all

Chirac presses Israel to
resume ME peace process

sitlcs in promoting steps to-
ward a peace

On Synday. Chirac met a
siring of senior Saudi officials
in pursuit of closer political,
economic and cultural ties.

| will return home quite
pleased to have put in metion
this partnership that | seek
between our two nations, par-
ticularly at a time of great
uncertainty in the region, for
exampile as regards the peace
process.” Chirac told a news
conference

He also sought during the
visit a closer partnership in
fIEh[IHS terrorism” and
praise the kingdom's
moderate Islamism”™ French
officials said.

Moderate Islam was "a reli-
ion of tolerance and brother

wod.” the French head of
state told Saudi Interior
Minister Prince Nayef. That

differed from fundamentalist
radicals who "use religion for
inappropriate ends”, Chirac
said according to the officials.
Nayef agreed with Chirac
that the values of Islam can be
twisted to the religion's
detriment. the officials said
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483 Burundian refugees return:

Some 483 Burundian who fled recent fighting in the country's
northwest returned home last week from Rwanda. the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees said Sunday. AP reports
from Bujumbura. :

Hitoshi Misa. the refugee agency spokesman in Burundi,
said the UNHCR transported the Burundians to Mugina on
Wednesday. He said they opted to return to their homes in
the surrounding hills instead of living in a camp in Mugina.
Earlier, Burundi's state-controlled radio said 900 refugees
had returned to Cibitoke province since June 27, bul Misa
said he had ne knowledge of that figure.

Rwandan troops kill 11 civilians:

UN human rights monitors were investigating reports that
Rwandan soldiers killed nine civilians in retaliation for the
murder of a family of eight, AP reports from Kigali.

UM security sources also reported that Rwandan troops
may have attacked an island refugee camp on the Zaire side of
Lake Kivu, killing two people. Witnesses told investigators
that nine men were taken from their homes in Rushashi dis-
trict of Gisenyi province Tuesday by soldiers searching for

Hutu rebels responsible for the June 20 murder of the family.

Yemen calls for summit with KSA:

Yemeni President Ali Abdallah Saleh on Sunday called for a
~ summit with Saudi Arabia to bring a speedy conclusion to an

old border dispute between the countries, AFP reports from
Speaking al a press conference to mark the two-year an-
niversary ol the northern viclory in the country's civil war,
Saleh said joint committees set up to solve the dispute had
rhade little progress and were too slow. The best solution will
come from an accord at the highest level to get rid of obsta-
cles and to make a definitive ruling on this problem, said

Saleh .
L ] L
Bus mlshaR kills 25 in Nepal: e
ty-five people, including 13 women, were killed when a bus
full of passengers plunged into a river in Nepal, police said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Kathmandur.

About 35 others were mjured, most of them seriously,
when the bus fell 150 metres (500 feet) from a rocky cliff
near Butwal, 300 km (185 miles) southwest of Kathmandu, on
Sunday night, police said.

Suharto leaves for Germany: i

dent Suharto left for Germany on Sunday night for what a
senior official called a routine medical checkup, AP reports
from Jakarta. -

A presidential source had said earlier that Suharto, 75,
Indonesia's leader since 1966. would be treated for stones in
the kidney. Murdiono, minister at the State Secretariat, said
the checkup was the kind the president receives every six
months. He declined to name the city and hospital where it
would be performed.
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Teenage crime rises in Singapore:
The governiment Monday reported that teenage crime is
rising steadily in Singapore, whose tough laws were
highlighted by the flogging of American Michael Fay for
vandalism two years ago, AP reports from Singapore.
Inaugurating a seminar on juvenile delinquency, Home
Minister Wong Kan Seng blamed the problem on pampering
arents, foreign cultural influences and working parents who
ave little time for their children. ]
’Pampcrin% to the many 'wants' of children may well be the
start of the slippery slope to juvenile delinquency,” Wong said.
»
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Hashimoto to visit Mexico: radeand
investment are likely to be the top issues when Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto visits Mexico next month on the
first leg of a four-nation tour, AP reports from Tokyo.

. The August 20-21 visit, the first by a Japanese government
leader in seven years, was announced Sunday by. Mexico's
Foreign Ministry. It provided no specifics about the agenda.

Journalist shot dead in Cyprus:a

Turkish-Cypriot political columnist was shot to death by
unmen outside his house, police said Sunday, AP reports
rom Nicosia, Cyprus.

Kuflu Adali, a lJeftist intellectual, wrote for the Yeni Duzen
daily in the breakaway Turkish republic in the north. No
suspects have been identified in Saturday night's slaying.

2 killed in Kashmir blast: two men

were killed yesterday in a powerful blast near Kashmirs

border with Pakistan when they were digging for ammunition

hidden in a dump, authorities sald, AFP reports from Jammu.

R S Mehta, Inspector General of the Border Security Force

(BSF), identified the victims as a Hindu from India and a
Pakistani Muslim. Abdul Rahim. Mehta said the'two men

admitted after being caught early yesterday near the border
that they had come to the area to recover a cache of arms and

ammunition buried by them earlier.

15,000 delegates from

‘E.II'ANCDUVER. Canada, July

Japan. The gloom there re-
8: The world's bigg

flected researchers' failure to
eombat a virus that seemed al-
ways to outsmart them.

: esl-ever
AIDS conference started on
Sunday with scientists excited

by the promise of new multi- "Nobody can call
drug treatments, but still inevitable fatal, incura 8-
daunted by the relentless ease anymore,”, Peter Piot,

spread of the disease and the
remoteness of a cure, reports
Reuter. :

The last six months have
brought breakthroughs with
the introduction of drug anti-retroviral drugs are hold-
treatments that now offer the ing out new hope.”

dress opening the conference.
“We have not got a cure yet,

best h of keeping AIDS pa- The main hope centres on
tients &IJE:: the killer ﬁﬁ:' new drugs, called proptease in-
ease first made it appearances  hijbitors, which block and en-

15 .
Ec mh international

AIDS conference, which has
drawn 15,000 delegates from
125 countries, comes d a
modo of optimism in sharp
courn int to earlier meet- -
ings in in and Yokahama,

taken in multi-dru

undetectable levels.
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Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (L) takes a look at a packet of Kashmiri cashew
nuts presented by wives of Western hostages in Islamabad on Sunday. Jane Schelly (R) wife
of American Donald Hutchings and Magian, wife of British Keith Mangam, met Benazir to
seek her help in release of their husbands who are held hostage since July 4, 1995 with two
other Westerners by Al-Faran militant group in India held Kashmir . AFP/UNB photo
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A key senator says
Saudi Arabia must do more
to protect USS troops

WASHINGTON. July 8: =zone around the military
Saudi Arabia must do more to housing area. And there hat
supgurt the U.S military effort been reports that the Saudis

McCain did say, however, that
[1.S service personnel in Saudi
Arabia must be protected or:

in that -C{:-unt_rr' to prevent an- had rejected FBlprequests to they might have to be with-

other triigedy like the terrorist interview four Saudis con- drawn. a move he said would

bombing! that killed 19 Ame- vicied of a November car be " a terrible mistake.”

rican airmen, .. key Senator bombing in Rivadh before they i g :

said Sunday. The Saudi ambas- were headed on May 31. The Sdud) ‘:u.nhassadqr 8
(o : : oy 2o the United States, Prince

sador insisted that his country The four were said to have Bandar, also on the pro-

had ideological ties to Islamic
extremists outside Saudi
Arabia.

Citing those occurrences as
examples of the Saudis' failure
lo cooperate, Lieberman said,
"there's no acceptable expla-

cooperated fully, reports AP.
"The Saudis cannot con-
tinue to :do business as usual.”
said Sen Joseph Lieberman, a
member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. "They
have to clo everything possible
to help us protect our troops.” nation of that behaviour by the
Defen:e Secretary William  Saudis.”
J. Perry recently said the casu- Appearing with Lieberman
alty toil in the June 25 bomb- on ABC's "This Week With. Da-
ing at a U.S base in Dhahran vid Brinkly. Sen John McCain,
might hzive been lighter had also a member of the Armed-
Saudi au thorities granted a U.S  Services Committee, was not
request for a boarder security directly critical of the Saudis.

iramime, said charges that the
audis did not fully cooperate
with U.S authorities were "not
accurate.” ;
"We have been responsive
and we will continue to be re-
sponsive,” he said. "All security
arrangements were done in a
joint committee with joint
consent.”

U.S officials say investiga-
tors have reached no {tuncﬁu-
sion as to who was behind the
June 25 bombing.
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Off the Record

WASHINGTON, July B8

| President Bill Clinton testified

as a delence witness for a sec-
ond time behind closed White
House doors on Sunday, this
time in the trial ol twe

| Arkansas bankers accused of

diverting mo to helip pay
his campaign debts in 1990.
reports ter.

The president. who is not
accused of any crime,
recorded his testimony on
videota in a special two-

hour, 20-minute court session
held at the White House so as
not to disrupt his official du-
ties.

Judge Susan Wright. who
camec¢ to Washington to
presidegl over the session.
ordered that his remarks re-
main secret until they are
played for the jury in the Little
Rock Arkansas, trial. which
was not expected until the
week of July 15.

It was the second such ap-
pearance by Clinton. whe in
April testified for the defence
in the trial of two of his part-
ners in the failed Whitewater
real estate venture, Jim and
Susan McDoughal and than
Arakansas Gov. Jim Guy
Tucker

Man walks into

police station
with wife's head

COLOMBO, July 8 A man in
eastern Sri Lanka walked into

Sunday.

Following the recent excavation of a mass grave,
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the Enies of 47 Muslim men

( 3 ed.n 2
by the Bosnian Serbs are buried during a mass funeral in Ahatovici, near Sarajevo, On

— AFP /UNB photo
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a police station carrying an
umbrella in one hand and a bag
containing his wife's head in
the other, authorities saild
Monday, reports AP
Karuppiah Chandrasekeran,
told lice he cut his
wiffs head off in a fit of rage
after accusing her of infidelity
Chandrasckeran, 30, a tea
plantation worker in Badulla
town, had complained to po-

" lice two months back that he

suspected his wife of having an
affair with a neighbour

Police intervened in May,
bul did not act on
Chandrasekeran’'s complaint
because l[amilies often come to
the police Lo settle domestic
disputes in rural Sri Lanka.

On Sunday, a frustrated
Chandrasekeran tried to drag
his wite, Kalappan Selvam, to

the police station, ag officer
said '

Diana turns to
Fergie for advice

LONDON, July 8. Princess
Diana has turpned to the
Duchess of yourk for advice en
her diverce settlement from
Frince Eharlgsa which British
HEWS rs today" said h%gt
on hg’a%ﬁlt and Ill ordér ban-
ning her from talki about
her marriage, reports Reuter.

The
tranged wife of the heir to the
throne had .lunch with the
Duchess, popularly known as
"Fergie" ., on Sunday to ask for
her guidance on the settle-
ment, reported to be worth
about 20 million pounds (31
million dollar).

"She has watched the re-
cent divorce negotiations be-
tween the Duke and Duchess
of Yaork with interest.,” the
newspaper said.

Fergie's nine-year marriage
to Queen Elizabeth's second
son, Prince Andrew. ended
earlier this after she agreed to
a reported two million pound
(3.1 million dollar) settlement
and to relinquish the title of
"Her Royal highness" and the
social standing that goes with

300,000 Chinese

Evacuated from 3
flood-hit cities
BEIJING, July 8: Tens of

thousands of soldiers, armed

police and militia have evacu-
ated 300,000 people from

three floed strsuck cities in
east China, Xinhua reported,

‘says AFP.

The evacuees, all residents
of Huanggshan Xuancheng and
Chizhou cities in Anhui
province, were left stranded by
rising+ flood levels after fierce
rainstorms, hit the. region in
Late June.

Provincial authorities
despatched 50,000 soldiers,
armed police and milit mili-
tia to rescue them although
further 80,000 people remain
cut off the news agency said in
an overnight dispatch.

Anhui, one of the three
hardest hit provinces where
floods have affected five mil-
lion people, . has already set-
aside 10 million yuan (1.2 mil-
lion dollars) for flood relief
work, and received limited aid
from the Red Cross Sociely of .
China.

times said the es-

Valentino drapes the torse of a

g

o,

long red chiffon gown with

mousseline panels in the back for the autumn/winter 1996-
1997 high-fashion collection shown in Paris on Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Courtesy campaign

SINGAPORE
more gracious and warm

Singaporeans should take time out and be
despite their co

ngested housing es-

tates, Prime Minister Goh Chok T said. reports Reuter.

Launching Singapore's nationa

Sunday, Goh said: '

en you receive an act ol court

courtesy campaign on
, i

makes your day. If you receive an act of rudeness early in the

M rmnis

it's going to spoil your day.”

, "And living in Singapore, where you have three million

to the right o
above you, nei
life pleasant,”

people very tlﬁhﬂy packed inte housi
you, neighbours to the
s below you — you need courtesy to make

e said in a speech.

Bhutto siblings meet

estates —neighbours
ft of you, neighbours

to quell family feud

ISLAMABAD, July 8 A
Swiliely publicized family Jeud
between Prime * Minfs
Benazir Bhutto and her politi-
cally ambitious brother,
Murtaza. appears to be on the
mend, according to news re-s
ports Monday. says AP.

The Bhutto siblings met late

Sunday at the prime minister's
grand marble residence set
atop a grassy hillock that over-
looks the capital.
. M's not clear
prompted the meeting, but the
English-language daily news-
paper. The News, is calling it
‘the news of the decade for
In]]:‘ralists of the Bhutta family,
who have been heartbroken
over the estranged relations
between brother and sister”.

Neither Benazir nor her
brother was immediately avail-
able for comment. ;

The feud took shape during
the 1993 election campai
that Benazir, eventually won by

ter '

what .

a narrow margin to form a

coalition ment,
Her younger brother set
a rival and fielded dozens

of candidates against his ‘sis-
ler's Pakistan People's Party.
Murtaza Bhutto won a seal for ,
himself but litile else.

Both siblings lay claim to
the political throne of their fa-
ther's Zulfikar Ali Bhutte, -
Pakistan's prime minister for
sevenl years until he was over-
thrown in 1977 by military
dictator Gen. Mohammed Zia-
ul Haq. He was hung two years
later.

Murtaza Bhutto only re-
turned to Pakistan in 1993. He
had lived for 16 years im self-
imposed exile after bei ac-
cused of masterminding the
1981 hijacking of a Pakistan
International Airlines jet. *

He allegedly headed a mili-
tant group known as Al-zul-
fikar, named for his deposed
father. )

- place ‘Lt.

New Russian commander
takes over in Chechnya

GROZNY. July 8; The newly
appointed commander of
Russian troops in Chechnya
was taking charge Monday
amid fresh tension over
Moscow's decision to ignore a
key benchmark of last month's
peace pact, reports AP.

Lt. Gen. Konstantin
Kulkovsky, who had been
deputy commander of the
North Caucasus military dis-
trict, was named last week by
President Boris Yeltsin to re-
Gen. Vyachelsav
Tikhomirov. He was flying to
Grozny on Monday, the
Interfax news agency said.

Tikhomirov's next pasting
has niot been emnnuncetf

The replacement was
viewed as a possible sign of
Moscow's commitment to end
the 19-month-old war.
Tikhomirov., commander in
Chechnya since January, has
taken a hard line in the mili-
tary carhpaign against sepa-
ratist rebels.

But the peace accord signed

in Nazran in June appeared to
be breaking down after Russian
troops largely ignored a -
sion to dismantle all check-
points in Chechnya by the end
of the day Sunday. Interfax
quoted a military official as say-
ing 11 roadblocks had been
removed but 30 remain.

The Russian side blamed
the rebels for the missed
deadline, accusing them of
ignoring ‘a ceasefire and of
mounting frequent attacks on
the checkpoints.

"The separatists who accuse
the federal command of break-
ing the Nazran accords are
themselves guilty,” military
spokesman Roman Sokolvosky
told Interfax Monday.

ry rebels, for their part,
said the Russians have stepped
up shelling and bombing in
some districts since Yeltsin
was re-elected last Wednesday.
They threatened new attacks.

Daily'clashes continue in
Chechnya, mostly in Grozny.

head of the United Nations
AIDS Programme, said in a ad-

but... the new combinations of

& crucial to the multiplica-
n of the HIV virus. Tests so

far have shown that when
"cocktails”
including the medicine AZT,
protease inhibitors have re-
duced the virus in the blood to

}25 states join int'l AIDS confce

Now one yet knows how ef-
fective these: inhibitors will be
ver the longer-term, or
whether the: elusive virus will
develop resistance to the new
treatments. But they do hold
out the proinise for the first
time that soine day AIDS may
not be a death sentence.

We are helping (AIDS pa-
tients): to live longer as op-
posed to merely easing pai
and other symptoms,” sai
Brian Gazzai'd, and AIDS ex-

rt at London's Chelsea and

estminister Hospgtal.

Even so. medical re-
searchers acknowledge that
muiumtﬂ goal — a cure for

S — is not within sight,
This reality, and evidence of
the disease's relentless
spread, have tempered
optimism in Vancouver.

‘Let us hope but... let us

keep both our feet on the
ground,” said Piot.
- The United Nations esti-
mated 21.8 million people
around the world are livin
with the HIV virus or AIDS.
About 8,500 more people are
infected daily — E\r& every
minute — with the Human
Immunotieficiency Virus (HIV)
that causes AIDS.

Since the global pandemic
took hold in the early 1980s,
5.8 million people have died of
the disease, which destroys
the immune system. ;

Ninety per cent of new in-
fections are in the Developing
World, because the new dru
therapies, which cost aroun
15,000 dollar a year, are be-
yond ghe reach of patients in
poor countries, more research

is needed into ways to prevent
the spread of the virus and an
AlDS vaccine,

Before the conference
opened on Sunday afternoon,
several hundred anti-AIDS ac-
tivists marched through the
streets of Vancouver, denounc-
ing Envemment as complacent
in the search for a cure and
accusing drug companies of
profiteering.

“This pandemic... is
grnwing and people are
" sald Tom McAulay, a .

ng
'V‘Encnuver man infected with

HIV. "l want a cure.”

Some protestors were in
wheelchairs and others
carried banners fthat read:
"Keep your eye on a cure. I'm
dging for an answer.” They
observed a minute of silence
in memory of gcnple who have
died l’rq;n AIDS. .

YAOUNDE, July 8: Children
from war-ravaged * African
countries ended a conference
with an impassioned plea for
rotection from warlords who-
ad press-ganged some of
them into their guerilla
armies, reports Reuter,

"All child soldiers should be
disarmed immediately and
sefit to schools or vocational
training centres,” said ela
Massaley, 15, reading from the
conclusions of the mock sum-

mit's committee on child sol-
diers, '

The 120 children were

!

brought together by the UN
children’s agency UIJI'{Z‘EF' for a

she had been

achieve
Ethiopian Rebekah

two-day meeting ahead of the
annual summit of the
Organisation of African Unity
(AU .starting on Monday.
A 14-year-old girl who said
raped durin
Mozambique's rivig war crie

throughout the meeting.

The children were selected

from 11 countries torn by civil
war or instability. Some had
experienced
hand and
killing. Their representatives
were to address a plenary ses-
sion of the 53 nation OAU at
its three-day summit

violence frst
even confessed to

I think that we are going to
someéethin said
egash,

Once the
rectly
their sufferings have been as
child soldiers and refugees
lhf.g; will have to do something.

Children's confce calls for
protection from warlords

18 who chaired the meeting.
presidents hear di-
from some of us what

osemarv Ibosao, 16. who

was kidnapped by rebels in
Ulganda at the age of 12 and
saw her father killed, said "l
hope that the OAU will listen
1o us, sto
our lives

the wars and rescue
rom the rebels.”

Two heads

ol stale

President Alpha Oumar Konare
of Mali and Eritrea's |ssayas
Aleworki- attended the closing
session of the children s meet-
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