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Hasina invited
to visit DPRK

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been invited Lo visit
the Democratic Peoples Re
public of Korea (DPRK). The
invitation was extended. on
behalf of his government, by Dr
Kim Ky Duk. Ambassador of
North Korea in Bangladesh
when he paid a courtesy call
on the Prime Minister at her
office yesterday. Matters of
economic and technical coop
eration between the two coun-
tries came up for discussion in
the meeting, repor's UNB.

Unsuccessful BNP
candidates' meet

A meet of BNP candi-
dates, "who couild not succeed
in the June 12 parliamentary
elections. will be held at the
party's central office on July
11 ath . The BNP secretary
general have requested all un-
successful party candidates to
attend the with cen-

trewise comprehensive re-
sults, said a press release, re

ports UNB.
Nasim leaves for
Tehran

Post and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad Na-
sim leaves for Tehran last

to attend an OIC session.
The 3rd two-day ministerial
session of Post and Teleco-
mmunications Ministers of the
Or tion of Islamic Coun-
tries begins in the Iranian
capital on July 10. He said
a four-member Bangla-
desh tion. reports UNB.
Samad Azad acting
AL president

By Staff Correspondent

Abdus Samad Azad. a mem-
ber of the Awami e pre-
sidium and Minister for Fnlt;r-

Affairs, will act as the

t of the Awami
till the AL chief and Prime
Minister returns home on July
11. Sheikh Hasina. who is also
the president of Awami
, left Dhaka for Saudi

Arabia last night to perform
wrmrah.
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The Home Ministry is wor-
king on a plan to restructure
the law enforcing agencies to
free those from corruption and
political influence and make
those welfare-oriented. Home
Minister Maj (retd) Rafigul Is-

lam said here yesterday.
"I have talked Witf;
officials of different lev

will continue these parl

the number one commitment
of the Awami League govern-
ment,” the Minister

stry.

He reiterated his commit-
ment to keep the police neu-
tral. non-partisan and free
from any political influence.
"Police action will not wait for
instruction from higher au-

lice
s and
the press in the last 15 days. |
eys to
take suggestions. Uprooting
terrorism from the society is

d at a
Rress conference at the Home

By Staft Correspondent

thorities. They will act as per
the law of the land,” he
asserted.

"Nobody will be victimised
bJ' police. Criminals will be
identified as social enemies.
Therefore, no political consid-
eration will be allowed,” the

Home Minister elaborated. The

minister said that police had
been assured of non-interfer-

ence in their action against

terrorism. "There will be no
interference . . . the IGP has
been given the signal.”

He said that steps will be

taken soon to curb the author-
ity of the police in requisition
of public vehicles "on an

ground”. The government will

also pay "special attention" to

extortionists in the terminals
and to campus violence.

The government will also
review arms licences issued at

Home Minister will monitor ‘exclusive files’

‘Law enforcing agencies to
be neutral, corruption-free’

the district level during the
BNP rule. If it is found that any
licencee is not qualified, the
licence will be cancelled,
Rafiqul Islam said.

To incorporate ideas and

;gggcatiuns to improve the
ormance of the law enforc-
ing agencies, the Home Min-
istry will hold a day-long
"national conference” on Jul
20. Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina will inaugurate the con-
ference which will be partici-
pated by leaders of political
parties and socio-cultural or-
ganisations, representatives of
chamber bodies, university
teachers, and journalists.

The Home Minister said he
has decided to personall
monitor progress regarding all
"sensational cases” by opening
up exclusive files. In this pro-

See Page 12 Col 1

370m WB project to arrest
depletion of fish resources

The government plans to
initiate a 70 million US dollar
World Bank (WB) financed
fisheries and aquatic resources
management gruject to arrest
depletion and enhance fish
and shrimp production in a
sustainable manner, according
to official sources.

Of the total project cost,
the WB's soft term lendin
window, International Devel-
opment Association, is ex-
pected to finance foreign ex-
change cost tentatively esti-
mated at about 50 million dol-
lars. In addition, the Overseas
Development Administration
(ODA) of the United Kingdom
may provide technical assis-
tance, the sources said.

The project is likely to con-
sist of six major components:
Inland fisheries management,
floodplain fisheries, shrimp
culture, marketing infrastruc-
ture, institutional development
and fisheries research.

The project would "reori-
ent” government and key pub-

By RM Titumir

lic institutions towards crea-
ting an "appropriate” resource

management strategy to stop

the deteriorating environment
in shrimp production, the
sources said.

"It would help create em-
ployment opportunities in the
rural areas and provide av-
enues for improved income
distribution through increased
production.” said a WB docu-
ment. "It would diversify the
country's export base through
increased shrimp production.”

The latest statistics reveal
that per capita fish consump-
tion have declined from 11.7
kg per annum in 1972 to 7.5
kg per annum in 1995, dis-
proportionately affecting poor
people.

The WB in its document
said that unplanned expansion
of shrimp area had caused
degradation of environment,
including encroachment on
mangrove forests, conflicts
with agriculture and loss of
biodiversity.

The WB attributed to the
fish production decline to
over-exploitation of fish re-
sources and adverse effect of
road and flood control and
water management infrastruc-

ture on fish habitat.
This decline occurred
mainly in rivers and flood-

plaints which together provide
about 42 per cent of all fish
landings and about 54 per cent
of the inland fish catch, it
added.

Production picked up in the
1980s due to incre fishing
in coastal and artisanal fish-
eries and increases in fish and
shrimp grown in ponds, the
WB maintained.

"Inshore waters are heavily
fished while offshore and deep
sea stocks are reportedly ex-
ploited to a lesser degree.” it
pointed.

According to available
statistics, the [isheries sector
accounts for about 10 per cent
of agricultural gross domestic

See Page 12 col 7
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Artistes of Surer Dhara rendering songs at hLef
the city yesterday on the occasion of Rabindranath Tagore's death anniversary.
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'BNP to resist water

MIRERSARAI (Chittagong)
July B: BNP chairperson and
Leader of the Op tion Be-
gum Khaleda Zia today said her
party would resist any attempt
to sign a water sharing agree
ment with India sacrificing the
country s interest, reports
UNB

Begum Zia was addressing a
series of public meetings at
Baroirhat, Aburhat, Abutorab
and Mithachhara bazar in Mi
rersaral south-eastern region

‘We want due share of
Ganges water, we'll not accept
less than what we got as per
the
the government of Shahee
President Ziaur Rahman “ she

She further said that the

| BNF had tried its best for re-

solving the water sh 158 LI
in a just manner thro bilat-
eral meetings "It never begged

for water or bowed down 1o
any country.” she added

The BNFP chairperson war-
ned that her party would give a
befitting reply both in par-

accord at cost of
country's interest'

llament and on the #treets, |f
any quarter sells out the
country s interest or ignores
the fundamental rights of the
pﬂ;Plr

BNFP is the ever largest
opposition in the parllament
and it will play a responsible
role as opposition party.” she
said

Begum Zia pointed out lhhlﬂ

within only a couple of weeks
of the new government, the
law and order had sern a seri
ous deterioration causing con
cern amang the people. "t
reminds us of the ‘72 75 pe
She alleged that the people
cannot sleep al night as thelt
cattle-lifting. dacoity, mugging
looting and killing were taking
FLH{E everyday in large num
s acToss Lhe country
Replying to the Prime
Minister s allegation that the
country' s economy was shatl
tered 'during the BNFP regime
Begum Zia said the country s
economic base became much
See Page |2 Col |
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Newspaper ads

Body to formulate
guidelines

The Bangladesh Sammilita
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSSP)
has formed a six member
committee to lformulate guide
lines for the decentralisation
of advertisements In newspa
pers, reports UNB

The committee was formed
at a meeting of the BSSP yes
lerday after long discussion on
the advertisement policy, em
phasising on decentralisation
ol newspaper acdvertisements.

Members of the committee
are: Kazi Shahertd Ahmed (Ajker
$agoj). Prol Majidul Islam
(Dinkal), Mizanur Rahman Mi
zan (Khabar) Abul Asad

I!':L.'mr,ramj. Al Kashem Ma
er (Samachar) and Ena
yvetullah Khan (Dhaka Counier)

Dainik Rupali Editor Mus
tafizur Rahman MP presided
over the meeting held at the
Ajker Kagoj office

Convenor of BSSP sub
commilliee on advertisement
yolicy and Dainik Khabar

itor Mizaanur Rahman Mizan
presented a proposal on the

subject

)1"111* me2eting also co-opted
another six members in the
convening commitiee
raising its members from 16 to
22 the release added

Flood situation in Dhaka, 2
adjoining dists unchanged

The flood situation in Dhaka
and adjoining Munshiganj and
Manikganj districts remained
unchanged yesterday. report
agencies.

The Flood Forecasting and
Wamning Division said the flood
situation of Sirajgan) Sadar.
Belkuchi, Chowhali, Shahajad-
pur, and Kazipur of Sirajganj
district, Sonatola, Dhunut and
Sariakandi of Bogra district,
Rowmari and Kurigram Sadar
of Kurigram district. Melanda
and Jamalpur Sadar of Jamal-
Eur District. Bera and Nagar-

ari of Pabna district and Ful-
chhari, Shaghata and Gaiban-
dha Sadar of Gaibandha Dis
trict may also remain un-
changed or improve during the
next the 48 hours.

Our Gaibandha Correspon-
dent says. flood situation in the
district remained unchanged

yesterday with further swel
of water-level in Ghagot ar?g

Bangali rivers

Erosion by Bangali river hit
Bamanhazra, Panthamari, Shal-
mara. Bochadaha villages un
der Gobindaganj Thana

Fifteen unions of Sadar
Fulchari and Saghata thanas
have gone under flood water

due to rain in the last
days. accor

Floods have hit these thanas
following heavy downpower
and onrush of waters
Meanwhile two large
cracks have developed at Bcha
daha and Balua is between
Dewantola and Katakhali of the
flood control embankment.
The water level of the Old
Brahmaputra river at the
Jamalpur point rose by 8 cen-
timetres. submerging 35 new

in j thana of
e
The overall fl situation

remained unchanged in the
other thanas of Jamalpur dis-

Our Correspondent
adds: Fresh areas under Sher
pur Sadar were submerged
yesterday following heavy rain

mﬁatwdlﬁn:i
More than 70 wvillages in

Sadar and 50 more in Nakla
are now under water

Flood engulfed at least ||
urdons in Sadar and 5 in Nakla
two
to officials

Owerall situation in the

country however continued to

improve further yesterday as
MOonNsoor rains were less ac-

tive

Very light to moderate rain
fall has been recorded at most
places over the Brahmaputra
the Ganges and the Meghna
basins .and very light rainfall at
one or two places over the
South-East Hill basin during
the past 24 hours ending 9 am
yesterday, Flood Forecasting
and Wa Division said

It said the Brahmaputra and
the Ganges recorded fall at
upstream points and that ri-
vers in the and South-
East Hill basins also registered
fall except Kushivara at Amal-
shid. owever, the Brah-
maputra at Bahadurabad. the
Ganges at Bhagyakul. the
Surma at Kanaighat and the
Kushiyara at Amalshid and
Sheola are flowing above their
n tive da levels.
“ further saia. By
at all ma
Chilmari,

tra
points such as
and Aricha
is likely to flow the dan-
er level, while the river
likely to fall, may flow
above danger level at Elhl-
durabad in the next 24 hours.
The forecast said flood situ
ation in the districts of Greater
Sylhet will improve lurl}‘zr in
the next 24 hours N

Cabinet approves
draft bill to set
up permanent

law commission

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a draft bill for the set-
ting up of a permanent law
commission in the country,
reports UNB.

Formation of the law com-
mission aims. inter alia. at re-
forming and updating out-
moded laws in keeping with
need of the present time.

The approval was given at a
Cabinet meeting held in the
Cabinet room of the PM's office
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina presiding.

The Cabinet extended its
full support to the Prime
Minigter's recent declaration
that nisters will not be the
chairman of Parliamentary
Standing Committees.

However, the matier will be

"Mally @isposed ol In Par- -

liament.

Ministers and State Minis-
ters in-charge of different
mini@gries attended the mee-
ting. Cabinet Secretary, Princi-
al Secretary to the Prime
inister and secretaries were
present.

Two young men
shot dead in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two young men were shot
dead and three others injured
in separate incidents in the
-:-ny'rstrrday

young man was shot dead
while another person was
stabbed by some unidentified
persons al Mohakhali under
(;ulshan thana in the city in

the early hours of Monday, po
lice sai

Monirul Islam Khan alias
fuhin, 27. died on the spot
when the attackers shot him

in the head at his residence at
the Roads & Highways colony
al Dakshinpara, Mohakhali at
about 2 am, police said

Tuhin's friend and neigh
bour Mosharraf Hossain was
also stabbed by the armed
ang He was admitted to the
haka Medical College Hospi
tal [DMCH). police said quot
ing the FIR filed with the Gul-
shan thana yesterday

It was alleged that the inci
dent was a sequel to a rivalry
between Tuhin and a group of
local youths, over trading of
cut pieces of garment cloths

FPolice recovered the body
and sent it to the DMCH for
autopsy

Tuhin's elder brother al
leged in the FIR that Tuhin
wenl to the Mohakhali bazar

See Page |12 Col 2

HSC examinees
g0 On rampage
in city: 8 held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested eight youths |

when a group of an Higher
Secondary Certificate [(HSC)
examinees went on the ram-
page, damaging at least a
dozen vehicles near the New
Market and its adjacent areas
in the city yesterday.
Dhanmondi police said that
of the eight, five were HSC ex-
aminees. They were edly
expressing their anger ause
the economics question papers
were hard and not to their lik-

Nearly a hundred students
came out of the Dhaka College
centre after the examination
and started pelting stones,

dam.nﬁ CArs par near the
New Zﬁkﬂ II‘FK-] Mirpur road
and ransacking shops at about
2 pm, police said.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Moniruzzaman. Sirajul
Islam, Farhad Chowdhury, Za
hir, Al Mamun, Bappa. Shahin
and Nasir

Meanwhile, the HSC exami
nees also resorted to act of vio
lence in the Bakshibazar area

under Lalbagh thana Al least
five vehicles were damaged

Giving political colour
to mischiefs won't

be tolerated : PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday sounded a
note of warning against what
she described as hatching of
conspiracy to create a law and
order situation for 'petty polit-
ical interests’.

"No hypocrisy will be toler-
ated”, the Prime Minister told
newsmen at the VVIP Lounge
of Zia International Airport
(ZIA) last night prior to her
departure for Saudi Arabia to
perform Umrah.

In her first foreign visit as
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina
left ZIA by a adesh Biman
flight at 8:30 pm. Her 42-
Tramber

State Minister for Fore Af-
fairs Abul Hasan C hury,
Mayor of Dhaka City Corpora-

tion Mohammad Hanif, some
MPs and also some of her rela-
tions. ’

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Local Govern-
ment. Rural Development and
Cooperatives Minister Zillur
Rahman and Finance Minister
Shah AMS Kibria saw her off at
the airport. Chiefs of the three
services, the Cabinet Secre-
tary, Foreign Sccrctam. Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister,
Home Secretary and Charge de
Affaires of Saudi Arabia and
Charge de Affaires of Nepal,
now acting as Dean of the
diplomatic corps; were also
present at the Airport.

The Prime Minister urged
the people to guard against
' racy by a certahr quar-
ter to destabilise the law and
order for petty political inter-
ests”,

“To serve one's political in-
terest people can't be allowed

See Page 12 Col 4

Agri sector to get subsidy

Checking budget deficit
top priority: Kibria

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria said the Awami League
government is firm to provide
subsidy to the agriculture sec-
tor.

‘We will give subsidy to
agriculture. But the precise
manner in which it will be
done is being worked out."
said Kibria while briefly talking
to The Daily Star In his Sec-
retariat office yesterday. The
minister answered a set of
written questions but declined
to respond to any supplemen
tary questions

He said when he took
charge as the finance minister
the economy was in a bad
shape. 'l was surprised to find
the interest payment on the
national debt had increased to
Taka 1,039 crore In 1995 96
from Taka 417 crore in 199] "

He further added: “In fact,
taking both the intermnal and
external debts into account,
the interest payment is Taka
1.739 crore his is a big
chunk of money that makes
the surplus avallable in the

By Staff Correspondent

S AMS Kibria

revenue budget for develop-
ment work very limited.”
Noting that the food situa-
tion is such that substantial
foodgrain has to be imported,
Kibria said. "the investment is
almost stagnant. The employ

See Page 12 col 8

Fund shortage

Monitoring of water

levels stopped

By Mizan Al

The Water Resources Plan
ning Organisation (WARPO) has
stopped the functioning of 192
monitoring wells across the
country, on grounds of shor
tage of funds, official sources
sald

For effective planning and
management ol water re
sources. monitoring the level
of ground water and surface
water is of vital importance
I.hl'.zl pointed out

esides, it is one of the
rimary objectives of the

ARPO (o determine the avail
ability of surface and ground
waler for which constant mon
itqeng is required, an official
noted

Director General of the
WARPO MH Siddiquee, talkin
to The Dally®Star, admittec
that the functioning of the
monitoring wells has been
stopped since June

According to him, the func-¢

tioning of the monitoring wells
has been stopped as those had
already become outdated
Besides, there was no need ol
monitoring during the rainy

season. he added

About the future plan re
garding the monitoring wells
the DG said "The WARPO will
prepare the National Water
plan by the end of this year
nd will not only install new
monitoring wells but also ex
pand the area covered’

Sources concerned said
|0 persons were in

Vo onitoring these
wells & ed in Rajshahi,

Bogra. Thakurgaon, men
singh. Jessore, Tangail, Co
milia and Faridpur, most of the
areas suffer drought during the
dry season These people were
paid Tk 500 per month per
person. involving a total of Tk
seven lakh per annum
The monitoring system had
been in operation for at least a
decade the sources said and
wondered as to why It was
stopped without even consult
ing the ministry concerned .
Some ol the ‘'well monitors’
also alleged that they did not
et their dues since June
995

See Page 12 col 7

Comilla Board
SSC results

COMILLA, July 8: Results of
the Secondary School Certi-
ficate (SSC) Examination 1996
under Comilla Board will be
published tomorrow simul-
taneously from centres in 10
districts. reports UNB.

Comilla Board Controller
and Chairman said Deputy Co-
mmissioners of Comilla, Brah-
manbaria, Chandpur, Noakhali.
Laxmipur, Feni, Sylhet, Habi-
ganj. Moulvibazar and Sunam-
ganj would send the results to
the school centres of their
respective districts.

A total of 81,703 students,
including 35,715 female, ap-
peared at the exam from 144
centres of the districts in April
this year.

Earlier, results of SSC Exa-
mination under Dhaka and Je-
ssore Boards were announced

onBaturday.

Body to upgrade,
revise curriculum.,
text books

The government has consti-
tuted a six-member committee
headed by Prof A F Salauddin,
former professor of history
Dhaka University, for upgracd-
ing and revising the curricu-
lum and the text books pub-
lished by the National Curricu
lum and Text Book Board to
portray the correct history of
the country. reports BSS.

Other members of the
committee are Prof M Mostafa
Chowdhury and Prof Harun Ar

 Rashid of Political Science De-

partment of Dhaka University.
Prof Muntasir Mamun of His-
tory Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity, Dr Momtazuddin Pat-
wari, Associate Professor of
Department of History of Chit-
tagong University and promi-
nent journalist and researcher
G M Gaus Khan.

The first meeting of the
commitiee was held yesterday

See Page 12 col 6

Night coach
dacoity 1n
Bogra: 3 killed

BOGRA, July 8: Three peo-
le. including a police consta
le, were killed when dacoits

opened fire in a Dhaka-bound
night coach on the Bogra-
Santahar road tonight, reports
UNB

Five others also received
bullet wounds in the incident
that took place at Kaliapukur at

about 9 30 pm. A gunlight be
tween police and the dacoils
were reported, but no details
were available

Of the killed, two were
identified as Abul Kashemn, a

police constable. and Abdul
Mannan, helper of the night
coach. The other was an

unidentified passenger of the
bus.

Mirpur robbery
8 on five-day
police remand
By Staff Cor respondent

Eight persoins arrested on
charge of snatc hing Tk 25 lakh
at Sheorapara i n Mirpur in the
city Sunday \vere given five
days' police 1remand by the

Chiefl Metropo litan Magistrale
Court yesterda y
(» the eigh |. Shahana Kabir,
Motaleb. Md Jumman, Arfan,
Babul andl Ja ved were arrested
from differen | parts of the city
within an ho ur of the incident
The Dictective police
icked up) ! he two others
oniruzza m an and Nurul Islam
alias Shatw | — from Moinartek
under Uttar-a thana early yes-

terday
Police sald they recovered
Tk 55 labiy from the arrested

persons ard seized arms. am-
munition

See Page 12 col 6
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