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Ecosystem Development and Poverty A

By Md. Amzad Hossain

E. the man kind, are
one of the population
groups among the en-
vironinental biosphere. Bestial

animals, plants and trees. bir-
ds and insects, fish and other
marine animals, and non-living
substances are the other mem-
bers of environmental comm-
unities. All the environmental
biosphere live together inter-
dependently in a complex fu-
nctional and structural interre-
lationships. A set of environ-
mental systems control the
total biotic er ecological popu-
lation and nonliving substances
binding together in material
exchanges in a demarcated
area of the biosphere,

This natural arrangement is
called the eeosystem. The
ecosystem, thus . refers to the
structural and functional inter-
relationships among living or-
ganisms and physical environ-
ment within which they exist .
Environmental scientists and
ecosystem anthropologisis su-
ggest that our social, economic
and political béhaviours are the

ucts of the cultural inte-
ation of the ecosystem. In-
eed, the ecosystem is the
total context, within which
human adaptation and biologi-
cal evolution take place. :

Soil, light, water and air-
these four basic elements of
nature that sustain the ecosys-
tetn or to any one of the four
basic elements react adversely
indicating the ptesence of dis-
equilibrium in the complete-
ness of the ecosystem. It is
now firmly believed that the
presernit global environmental
adversity is due to human's ir-
rational intervention in the
norms of the ecosystem.

Some people s ambition for
overpowering environment,
being its subordinate, has in-
duced for maltreatgient to the
ecosystem. Consequently. the
globe including Bangladesh is
raf)id]y losing the environmen-
tal balance affecting, as a re-

risal, our sustainable resource

ase and socio-economic gr
owth. Some people delibera-
tely destroy croplands for se-
lective pisciculture deprivin
all other kinds of fis ang
marine ecology, and pump out,
instead of watering or re-
excavation, the silted water
reservoirs including beels and
haors to catch all fish at a time.
Subsequently, they cultivate
paddy in the dry reservoirs de-
stroying the whole marine
ecology.

Above actiofts; seemingly
benefit some people cause a lot
of damages to ®ther people's
interest and the ecosystem as
a whole.

Along with 'the monsoonal
floods, many species of fish,
tortoises. snails and other
shell animals, snakes, and in-
numerable types of other ma-
rine biotic immigrate to our
inland water reservoirs. Flood
waters also contain nutrients
in abundance for marine ecol-
ogy and croplands.Comparin
to this, tanks on the hij lancﬁs
are devoid of marine elements
because flood waters seldom
reach there. Not only this, the
laws of nature are being vio-
lated by opening hatchery
farms with only selective va-
rieties of carps.

This has paradoxically;
caused the shortage of carps

comparing to their natural
natural process of breeding,
there is a minor system loss
than that of hatchery. The
growth of fish in the tank is
also comparatively slower than
that of the growth rate in the
natural environment where
fish live together with their
other (e) co-partner.

This means: more hatchery,
more. shortage of fish and
croplands. and above all more
environmental imbalance.
During the last few decades we
have lost padba. meni; bacha,
raik, batka, swarputi, to name
a few. A recenl phenomenori
suggests that the African, cob-
bler farmers have made olur
croplands infertile by collect-
ing snails and shells as fish
feed.Obviously. snails and
shells are the prime ecological
source of calcium content for
our lands.We do not yet know
what other damages are being
caused to our environmental
life because of the massive
killing of marine snails and

sproduction in the past. In the .

varieties of nutritious fruit
trees as taal . bel. ataphal,

lichi. jambura, banana . mango, -

jackfruity, date tress, sajina,
papaw, kamranga, amra, fig,
aniphal. coconut, to name a,
ew . The nature has also pro-
vided Bangladesh many kinds
of medicinal timber trees such
as arjun, neem; harftaki, etc.
along with innumerable types
of creepers and medicinal
herbs .

However, ant agonism with
this aspect of ecosystem has
resulted to malnutrition for
our people, extinction of many
lypes ol beautiful birds and a
massive attack ol insects and

ests to our crops . All of us
now that birds control the
population of insects and
pests.

[f questioned. who are en-
couraging our governiment and
people in the present way of
pest control, chemical fertili-
sation, hatchery and piscicyl-
ture. lorestry, and also crop-
ping in the marshy khas lands?
Many people would answer:

shells. However. the cobbler “'NGOs'. This answer mav he a
farmers collect snails and paradox to some but a fact to
shells from the marshy crop- the most. However. without
lands, small rivers and haors. saying more about the dark

Some people are also dam-
aging environmental balances
in" botanical domain - both in
quantity and variety. They are
trying to increase the |:j|u;»i|h.t'ali:&r
of trees in the name of soci
forestry but. in reality. they are
mostly planting fruitless tim-
ber trees such as mulbery,
shishu and eucaliptus.. Their
whims have violated the norms
of nature in Bangladesh . The
country has been blessed with

side of NGOs activities in a
Bangladesh, let us suggest
them follow the following rules
to our ecosystem and resource
development aiming at. as the
basis of. poverty alleviation:

a} To stop pumping and
cropping the silied water
reservoirs. Instead,- reexcavate
them for matural fish breed-
ing.and introduce duck, dairy
and poultry farming by the oc-
cupational groups and skilled

leviation

yourl s, _

bl To reduce the number of
fruitless timber {rees and mas-
sively inerease forestry with
the native fruiter-cum-timber,
and medicinal trees and herbs
to make it a real social
forestry.

. ¢) To include all classes of

people especially the youth
groups from all strata of our
society. to, participate in the
activities, for national devel-
opment is indeed possible by
the joint efiorts of all people,
development not supporting
the "target people " only.

d) To give dividends equiva-
lent to the rate of interest
charged from the borrowers,
and maintain administrative
expenses out of hidden profit
made from revolving the
weekly instalments collected

| from the borrowers .

e) To seek participation, in
development activities, of the
charismatic leaderships exist-
ing in our society whom peo-
ple respect and ngey‘

fi To motivate people. spe-
cially about nutritional food
habit and actions towards the
ecosystemn development. effec-
tively through the sermons of
the said leaderships including
the relevant Baul Song. -

We are badly in need of an
exclusive NGO involving
greater community participa-
tion towards implementing the
above suggestions nationwide.
It is, them. hoped. that it
would be possible to recon-
struct ecosystem and achieve
sustainable resource develop-
ment for poverty alleviation
and prosperity resulting
"health and respectful solvency
for the most."

RIENCES with
Economic Reform : A
Review of Bangla-
desh’s Development 1995" — a
unique multi-disciplinary effort
some of our most creative
researchers and led by one of
our best economists, fessor

Rehman Sobhan — is probably
the most comprehensive do-

cument on the ecunum¥ of
Bangladesh since the four
volume “"Report of the Task
Forces om Bangladesh :
Dl:'rc!uymmt Strategies for the
1990s" in 1991. also, led by
Professor Sobhan during the
caretaker pgovernment of
President Shahabuddin Ah-
med. "Experiences with
Economic Reform" (EER} will,
hopefully, be able to capture
the imagination of not only
professionals and development
. workers. but also inquisitive
who are inierested in

devel ent licies which
have been undertaken by the
overnment over the last

cade and also major tasks
that need to be . urgently
addressed. -
EER is an effort of a pro-
ammeé - initiated by the
entre for Police Dialogue to
"present, every year, an inde-
pendent review of Bangla-
- 'desh's development. Although
not the first of its kind, EER is
a pioneering veniure -in the
sense that it is formed ex-

clusively, and independently,
of adeshis in viewing the
success and/or failure our

deve nt initiafives. There
have n other documents
which bave also tried teo
portray the Bangladesh

tvopoiny beth by the govern-

Book Review

Our Development: The Way We View It
Experience with Economic Reform — A ' ' - —
mﬂwmmmum

Publisher Publisher Centre for Policy
Dialogue and University Press Limited, 1995
Pages 470+xxviii, Price Tk 595

ment and/or donors. However,
their dissemination of informa-

tion has been constrained due

to various reasons and access
to such documents, in most
cases, is not satisfactory. The
vision of the EER came from
the experience gathered in the

29 task forces., cited above.

that there is a wealth of under-
employed talent in Bangladesh
who. if organised p (Y, can
“nake valuable sontribution o
how Bangladeshis view their
nfmlt development and/or lack
EER. 1995 has brpadly fo-
cused on 10 areas of our econ-
omy : macreo-economy, finan-
cial sector, fiscal sector, agri-
culture, industry external sec-
tor, pepulation, health, educa-
tion, and poverty. It will not he
possible to focus on all arenas
in the present narrative. We
thus resort to focussing a few.
The Macro-Economy:
Although the government has
successfully mana to raise
the rate of savings. harness the
rate of inflation. and impro
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our balance of payments in re-
cent years. there is not satis-
factory indication which sup-
poris such boisterous eco-
nomic growth and indicates
improvement in the well-beifi
of the people. In order to fin
out what is going wrong, we
need a comprehensive analysis
of our macro-economic man-
agement which, unfortunately.
IS not in a pleasing situation ‘31":
Banglndesh. ' JR

ulture: Bangladesh has
exhibited satisfying perfor-
mance if adoption and spread
of HYV [High Yielding Variety)
agriculture and also promising

growth in_ Non-Crop Agri-
cultural [NCA) activities.
However, there I8 no current

information on NCA to guide
our policy makers. in, the
issue of crop production stag-
natiop has seemed to escape

daciurg industries, gonkned Lo

a,few industries. especially
ready-made garments. have
exhibited high rates of growth
in the last two to three years
which is stupendous by any
standard. However. our indus-
trial growth is constrained by a
narrow, base, lack of diversifi-
cation and a score of other fac-
tors. The government seems to
be quifte on the performance of
puhﬁir-nwnﬂ! industries and
there is also no serious strat-

the eyes of our {Jﬂuw makers egyv i this regard . Althouvigh we
Moreover we should explore have been trying to attract for
the causes of our r at- elgn investmen! for the lasi
temnpis al crop divers icatjon. iwo decades. there 1s no sulll-

Industry: Large scale manu cient in=depth analvsis of why
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we have failed to make a
prominent mark in compari-
son to our Asian neighbours.
__ Poverty Alleviation: Poverty
is the outcome and interplay of
various socio-economic factors.
In spite of huge expansion of
credit. to the rural .poor in
Eﬁﬂ:icular. over the years, we
ow little about poverty cre-
ation and also its annihilation n
Bangladesh. As we have tar-
geted to abolish poverty by the
year 2005, an independently
derived report should be annu-
ally presented to both the
Parliament and the people
which puts special stress on
the impact of rural credit on
th:a]inrnme distribution of the
rural poaor.

Swan : No matter how
honest, ambitious, in-depth
and rigorous attempts are
made by our researchers in re-
viewing our development’ ex:
pertences, all efforts will go
waste and be confined to sem-
inars and symposiums if we {ail
to put the ts of endeavours
such as EER te practice. This
will, however. required an
honest and bold initiative from
every citizen of this country.
EER is no doubt a courageous.
yet creative, attempt at show-
ing the peoples of the world
that we know what's best for
us! We need bread. not cake!
Whether or not the objectives
ol EER blossom into a beautiful
rose is. however, yet teo be
scern. Nevertheless. the ven-
ture of Professor Sobhan and
company is praiseworthy and
EER should be widely read
who are interested in the de-
velopment of our wanderful
et herland. Bomglac <)

Angry Ghosts Cast Shadow
over OAU Summit

Nde Patrice Ateh writes from Yaounde

Cameroonian authorities face an uphill struggle to maintain' stability
in the run-up to this year's Organisation of African Unity heads sf
' government conference 8-10 July. Student rioting has followed
opposition-led strikes and further trouble threatens to erupt.

ROTESTS against the

policies of the Camero-

on Govérnment have
spread from a "ghost town'
campaign of strikes to a "ghost
campus” stoppage by students
at the University of Yaounde.

The strikes, called by the
Opposition, turned several
large cities into ghost towns in
May, while the student action
which followed has already
flared into violence -and
threatens to erupt again.

The unrest is a bad omen for
President Paul Biya and his
government, who are desper-
ate to project an atmosphere
of calm for the Organisation of
African Unity summit meeting
this month.

Tension was heightened at
the University of Yaounde fol-
lowing the Government's armi-
ilzﬁ of students from Biya's Beti
ethnic group to counter the
activities of strikers. This
sparked fears of a repeat of
campus unrest in the early

1990s, which left several peo-

ple dead.

The current trouble began
when students called a strike
over fee increases at the Uni-
vVErsi
doubling of examination levies
and a range of new charges for
facilities such as sports facili-
ties, the library and the toilets.

Protesters complained ‘to
Prime Minister Simon Achidi
Achu about the university au-
thorities’ "extortionate de-
mands”. But when Higher Edu-
cation Minister Agbor Tabi was
sent to address the students
he made matters worse by re-

rtedly telling them : "You

now me and the sanctions I
can take against any of you
caught striking.”

He implied that disruptive
action would be ruthlessly
dealt with, saying : "If you want
to march you can march, but |
would advise you to run and
even fly instead of marching.”

The Minister, who intro-

of Yaounde, including a .

duced student fees in 1992 °

when he was chancellor of the
univerait{; was jeered off the
campus by the strikers. who
regarded his statements as
provocative.

Protests turned nasty. an
amphitheatre was burnt down,
cars were damaged in nearby

streets and piles of tyres were

set ablaze. At one point, the
rotesters took the Rector,
rofessor Dominigue Obounou
Akong, hostage.

Riol police were sent in
with lear-gas, waler cannons
and batons. More than 100 ar-
rests were made. Some stu-
dents were said to have been
badly beaten before being
taken into custody.

“After the disturbances,
Premier Achu promised to
Took imnto student grievances,
and urged them to "show pa-
triotism by going back to
class”. |

But the students vowed to
continue their action and have
now formed their own
'parliament” to coordinate ac-
tion.

Rival self-defence groups —
supported by the Government
and Opposition — have also
been formed on campus. These
are largely ethnically based,
and their existence has fuelled
fears of more violence.

Meanwhile, the Opposition's
ghost-town campaign was re-
ported to have been a success
in major urban areas in seven
of Cameroon's 10 provinces.

The 48-hour action was largely -

peaceful, although a few people
were reported injured in mi-
nor outbreaks of violence.
Stoppages were called by
the Social Democratic Front
(SDF) and the National Union
for Democracy and Progress
(UNDP) to protest against the
aAppointment by decree of gov-
ernment delegates to head lc-
cal councils,. some of which
were worn by opposition parties
in January municipal elections.

The protesters are also
pressing for the establishiment
of an independent electoral
commission.

Bamenda, an SDF stronghold
in the north-west, was paral-
ysed and strike organisers re-

rted a 100 per cent success.

dio broadcasts by President

Biya's Cameroon People's
Democratic Movement aimed
at dissuading people from
striking only hardened the
mood ol protest.

In Douala, Cameroon's eco-
nomic capital, where the SDF
controls fﬂur of five councils,
party chairman John Fru Ndi
cltaimed an 85 per cent suc-
cess for the stoppage. In Akwa,
the commercial heart of

- Douala, nearly all shops were

locked.

Bafoussam, another SDF
stronghold, largely observed
the strike call, while in the
main towns of the northern
provinces, particularly Maroua
and Garoua. the national
chairman of the UNDP, Maigari
Bello Bouba, rated the success
at 70 per cent.

However, the operation did
nol score impressive results in
places such as Kumbo, the
second largest town in the
north-west, where the main
market was locked but traffic
flowed as usual. Life in the
capital, Yaounde, was near
normal.

In Kumba, aneother SDF
stronghold, armed pro-gov-
ernment youths assistef by
riot police roamed the streets
trying to thwart any efforts to
intimidate people into observ-
in]:'é the strike. '

tate-controlled radio and
television have been plaving
down the success of the ghost-
town campaign. Local adminis-
trators have reportedly
pressed. some traders into
signing undertakings to ignore
any further strike action under

threat of permanent closure.
—Gemini News
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CIDA-Funded "RD-12" Project

MENA Begum is a young
coop member in sadar
thana of Panchagarh
district. She and her husband
to a landiess tamily and
used to lead a miserable life.
There was very little work for
day labourers like them. The
dry sandy soil of the area
produced poor and uncertain
crops. That bleak scenario has
fortunately changed in just
about three to four years.
RD-12 coop society mem-
bers, backed by intensive skill
development training and cr-
edit on easy terms. have tran-
sformed the area into a very
productive vegetable growing
zone Abundant supplies of
lealy and other vegetables are
now daily transported 1o the
disirict markets allowing the

Stur Entertainment Guide

rowers a fairy good return for
their inputs and labour.

Amena has read up to fifth
class and has only one child.
She and her husband have
taken a couple of plots of land
on lease and have been raising
a variety of seasonal vegetables
almost year round. Her loan
repayment record is excellent
and that qualifies her to take
new loans easily.

She has of late displayed a
keen sense of marketing by in-
troducing a new variety of
tomato which gives year-round
yield. The off-season tomato
gives her a commanding posi-
tion over the supply and price.
The crop ripens gradually, so
slie does not have to sell 11 in.a
liurry at a low price. Amena
now easfly earns about Tk
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Amena Earns Tk 50,000 a Ye_ar_

20,000 a year by selling veg-
elables.
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