NEWS BRIEFS
Nurse jumps from

By Staff Correspondent

Hospital allegedly committed
suicide by | ] from the
roal top of the hospital build-

ing day. police and hos
ﬁmﬂmms said. Afroza Sul-
. 25, breathed her last at
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Flood may hit three more
thanas in Munshiganj and
three in Dhaka due to swelling
of Padma and Jamuna rivers
with water rolling down from
the u ams, reports UNB.

Flood Furecastin@ Centre
said more areas of Srinagar,
Louhajang and Tongibari of
Munshiganj district, Dohar,
Nawa j and Keraniganj of
Dhaka district and Hariram-

ur, Dﬂ“]ag’“r' Shibalaya and

anikganj Sadar of Manikganj
district are likely
inundated by today.

The forecast said gr.nterday
that the Padma at Goalunda
and Bhagyakul nts and the
Jamuna at Aricha were likely

to be

wing 30 centimetre above

danhger level at Bhagyakul if
there is no rain. If rain occurs,

g rise by B ceniliinetres each
He river Padma might bHé
flo

Flood affected Kazipur thana of Sirajganj district yesterday.

.....
A
AR

may go under water

the situation may deteriorate,
it said.

Rainfall may increasé in the
next two days, weathermen
[orecast.

Overall flood situation in
Bogra. Kurigram and Sylhet is
now improving, according to
the Centre.

Flood situation in Sirajganj
and Jamalpur districts wors-
ened further due to the rise of
water levels in the Jamuna and
Brahmaputra., Situation in
other alfected districts re-
mained static., wunofficial
sources said.

Most of the rivers in coun-
iry's three basins receded but
five in Brahmaputra and
Meghna baging were still flow-
lngEEHﬁF hE respect an-
ger levels J:&L:rda}'.

Accor m(g, to a Flood
Information Centre bulletin, all

— Star photo by Sheikh Enamul Haq

Padma, Jamuna swell further

More areas in Munshiganyj

the rivers in Ganges basin
swelled but most of the rivers
in Brahmaputra, Meghna and
South Eastern Hill basins re-
ceded during the last 24 hours
till 6 am yesterday.

The Brahmaputra at
Bahadurabad further swelled b
2 ¢cm during the period an
now flowing 21 cm above its
danger mark while Ganges at
Bhagyakul rose further by 8 em
and was flowing 14 cm above
the danger level.

But the bulletin shewed
that Kushiyara at Amalshid and
Sheola points receded further
but still remained 24 cm and
nine cm above their respective
danger mark
___The Surma at Kanaigbhat
aldo féceded by 26 cin and was
now flowing above 56 cm of its
red mark.
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Delhi considering water
for transit : Indian FS

Foreign policy planners in
New Delhi are keen on seeking
transit facilities from Bang-
ladesh, Indian External Affairs
Secretary Salman Haider has
said.

He was talking to The Daily
Star yesterday at state guest
house Padma after his press
conference. Later, he leit for
home in the evening on con-
clusion of a three-day visit to
Bangladesh.

When asked about specula-
tions that the issue is being
linked with the water-sharing
problem, Salman Haider said :
'Yes, it is correct that transit
occupies a pivotal considera-
tion in our thinking."

Salman Haider noted that
India had a serious problem in
transporting goods and com-
modities to the seven eastern
states.

"Because of the absence of
transit facilities, transportation
of goods from other parts of
India to our north-eastern

By M Anwarul Haq

states are very expensive.
Prices of most items there are
often higher by 15 or 20 per
cent and sometimes even
more," he said.

Bangladesh. he felt "could
benefit economically from the
use of its port and by providing
transit user facilities."

When told that transit
might pose a threat to Bang-
ladesh’'s security, Haider did
not agree and said, "There is
absolutely no security threat.
There would be no passage of
military convoys or equip-
ment.”

Continu he felt, "It would

just open the economic lifeline

of the Indian states in the
eastern region and would also
be an economic boon for
Bangladesh.”

Asked if providing transit
facilities was central to a per-
manent solution of the water
sharing issue, the Indian for-
eign secretary evaded a direct
reply and said. "I would not say

it is connected with some par-
ticular issue, but definitely it is
a subject which needs to be
addressed."

Earlier, when he was asked
at the press conference if the
subject of transit was dis-
cussed in his talks with the
Bangladesh side. Salman rep-
lied, "Transit issue was not
discussed in any concrete
terms.”

Meanwhile. the present
Indian External Allairs Minis-
ter JKGujral ha#relerred to In-
dia's transit needs earlier also
in an interview with this cor-
respondent during a private
visit to Dhaka in February,
1994. ]

Gujral said, "The water
problem cannot be seen or
solved in isolation. May be In-
dia can give some ‘water, but it
can also expect some conces-
sions in return.”

Gujral, who had by then al-
ready served a stint as Exter-
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the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday morning
She was admitted there with
serious injuries late previous
night. The cause of her suicide
was not known. But her sister,
who filed a case with H%&ml
thana that Saifur -
man, h of Afroza had
ofien beaten her mercilesslv.

in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, July 7: One
former outlawed party leader,
who retwrned to a normal life.
as shot dead at Panami village
in Sadar thana of the district
today. Police said a of
armed miscreants sta and
later shot Sirajul Islam Chow-
dhury, 35, to death this
moming when he was sleeping
in a rice mill at Bijoypur, adja-

cent to his village., reports
UNB.

Flood situation
in Assam grave
GUWAHATI. 7: The

flood situation in Assam con-
tinued to be even as the

turbulent Br a dis-
pla ar trend thou-
ﬂ:mﬂmmm:m
mark at places, official

sources sajd rml’;!'li
Traffic congestion
at 2 ghats

SIRAJGAN) . July 7: Traffic
mng;l;m gripped the Siraj
a day

only a day after Lrry service

resuined between the
poinis after nearly
months. reports UNB

two
two

Accord on water-sharing most
likely, says Abdur Razzak

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak expressed his
optimism that the nment
would be able to reach an
agreement with the Indian

vernment on the sharing of

anges water soor,

"I strongly believe that the

ernment Ymadﬂd by Sheikh

sina would be able to reach
an agreement with India on
the issue of sharing of Ganges
water, the minister said in an
interview with The Daily Star
al his official residence on Sat

li%e minister observed that
the post- 1975 governments of
the country did not take any
"effective” indtiative to resolve
the water sharing problem
crealed by the Far barrage
in India. "They have only tried
te politically benefit them
selves by using the issue.”

Explaining the reasons for
his ut:cptmunm about a solution
Lo water -sharing problem
Razzak said the pffﬂ-l:ﬂl gov-
ernment of India had already
prenounced its commiument
io resolve various problems
with the :;ghhnun coun -
tries. "In ition to t. the
present foreign minister of In-
dia. | K Gueral before taking

By Nurul Kabir
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Ahdor Razzak
office, had, on record, showed
a ixu-mw attitude towards re
solving the problem.” the min
ister said

When asked whether tLhe
government would fulfil the
reported Indian pre-condition
of allowing her transit facility
in exchange of Ganges waler
the minister said, "Once the
Farakka problem is resolved,
the relationship between the
two countries would improve
further. In a more | y sit

uation we would be in a posi
tion to discuss other problems
including the transit issue "
Razzak was hopeful aboult a
meeting of the JRC (Joint
River Commission) “very soon ’
The JRC comprises represen
tatives of both Bangladesh and
India. The last meeting of the
JRC was held in 1990
Meanwhile, the minister
expressed the apprehension
that the country was likely to
experience a devastating flood
Lhis year
Ft{:mif ing siltation of the
rivers 1o be a major cause for
devastating floods, the minis-
ter said only construction and
repairing of embankments
were nolt the answer 1o the
flood l!:uuhl.cm in the country

*The Farakka barrage has an
indirect role behind floods in
Bar S he also saidd.

“We have to scientifically
combine dredging as well as
training of rivers with the
construction of embankments
lo resolve the problem.” the
minister observed

Replying to a question the
minister said that his ministry
was now busy facing the cur-
rent flood “But | have plans to

See Page 12 Col |

The
recovered by police yesterday

arrested persons along with part of the money and arms

— Star photo

Tk 25 lakh

in Mirpur:
6 arrested

By Staff Correspondent
Armed dacoits snatched Tk
25 lakh from a business execu-
tive at Sheorapara in the city
yesterday.
A gang ol dacoits hurled ex-
losives at the car carryi

eazul Kabir, commercia
man r of Sweater and
snatc two cases and
one bag con Tk 25 lakh

:;ﬂahuul 2.30 pm witnesses

Rezaul, along with other of-
ficers of the company, was re-
turning to his factory after

dra the money from the
IFIC Bank af Motijheel for

payment of salaries to employ-
s

The of 7 to 8 snaich-
ers on two microbuses
followed the car and attacked
g‘ﬂdlhtfﬂ;;'r Sk
went into action tely.
seized the (wo micro-buses

and arrested five , In-
cluding a woman. lrom Mirpur
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| Khaleda made i

Leader of the
Opposition

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia was given official
recognition as Leader of the
Opposition in the Jativa San-
gsad yesterday, reports UNB.

The Speaker gave the
recognition under Rules of
Procedure of the Jatiya Sangs-
ad as Begum Zia is the parliam-
entary leader of the opposition
party with the largest number
of MPs. said a Parliament
Secretariat press release.

Court orders probe
into death of
shopkeeper

The Chiefl Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court. Dhaka has
ordered lﬂudiﬂal enquiry into
the death of Faruq Hossain, a
voung shopkeeper reportedly
loliewing police . torture., a
press release of the Banglad-
esh Seociety for the Eniorce-
ment of Human Rights
(BSEHR) said here yesterday.
reports BSS.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magist-
rate Mortuza Ahmed issued the
order as a tition case was
liled by BSEHR after its own
investigation which found the
officer-in-charge of Shabujbag
ABM Manwarul Islam. Sub-
Inspector Mesbahuddin and
Deputy Insx-rr:tnr General ol
Frison minul Islam
responsible for the death ol
Faruqg.

The BSEHR press release
sald, Faruq. son of a autorick-
shaw driver in Shabujbag area.
was picked up by police when
he was going to his shop on
June 24 He was produced be-
fore the court next day in a se

rious condition as he could not
even stand on his leet

The court sent him to jail

refusing the police request for
remand in view of his condi-
tion, the press release said

Faruq died on June 26
night while undergoing treat-
ment at Dhaka Central Jail
hospital

Ershad may be
freed on parole

on June 13 to
attend JS

By Mizan Ah

Jalled former president and
Jatiya Party (JP) chief H M Er
shad is likely to be released on
parole on June 13 for altend
ing the first session of the
Jatiya Sangsad, according to
m% ced official sources.

ile on parole, Ershad
would be allowed to stay at his
residence but some resiric
tions might be imposed on his
ineeting the press and his
Puhh{- appearance. Parole ma
»e granted to him for a couple
ol weeks, the sources added.

Under the jail code. con-
"ic's or the under-trial prison-
ers are given parole either
after the roll call in the morn-
ing or in the afternoon. the
sources out.

Earlier on Saturday. Begum
Roushan Ershad had met her
husband at the Dhaka Central
Jail. m Ershad confirmed
the meeting with her husband
and said if given parole, Er-
shad would be staying in their
house in the city,

In another ment the
scheduled of Ershad's
in the suit and

in the Janata Tower cash were
not held yesterday. said Er
shad's counsel.

Burglary at
Dhanmondi
By Staff Correspondent

Burgiars decamped with
valuables worth over Tk one
lakh from a ground Neoor
apartment at West Dhanmond|
in the early hours yesterday
family members of the house

sajd
See Page 12 Col |

Govt for free flow of
information : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged the
country's mass media to make
constructive and objective
criticism of her government's
activities to help it implement
ils plans and programmes in
the greater national interest,
reports BSS,

"Our government believes in
free flow of information and we
will never impede it whatever
critical the situation might be",
she said while exchanging
views with editors. publishers
and owners of national dailies
and news agencies at the
“oime Minister's Office.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and State Minister
for Information Prof Abu Say-
eed were present.

Referring to her govern-
ment's immediate plans and
programmes underiaken to
evercome the
]i:vr!; accumuhi:: over the

stL 21 rmn, the prime minis-
ter said the present govern-
ment had given top priority to

ds at. all,

removing terrorism and im-
proving law and order situation
in the country.

The newspapermen con-
gratulated the me Minister
on her announcement to give
autonomy to radio and televi-
sion, assess the property of
ministers and str:amfifm the
airport protocol and for direc-
tive not to create traffic jams
to help movement of her own
motorcade.

Speaking about the news-
papers, they requested the
Prime Minister for declarin
newspapers as an industry an
announcing the newspaper ad-
vertisement distribution poli-
cies.

The editors informed the
Prime Minister that the news-
papers and the journalists had
suffered most by terrorism as
well as political repression

-dmmlwmﬁ. =
They alst requested the

Prime Minister to hold at least
one IJI'EHE CBIIIEI'L'I]CE E‘H’EI‘}T
See Page 12 Col 2

BNP may offer Dr Kamal,
others by-polls tickets

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) is taking all out
prepartions to establish itself
as a "strong and effective op-
position” in the Jatiya Sangsad,
according to party sources.

The parliament goes into its
first session on July 14.

Having fixed its strategy to
be followed in the parliament.
the largest-ever opposition
party in the House is now
Plannln to nominate some
outspoken and seasoned’
politicians in the by-elections
to the six JS seats vacated by
some Jxarty leaders who were
elected from more than one
constituency.

According to the sources,
BNFP has decided to nominate
Barrister Moudud Ahmed to
contest the by-election from
Laxmipur-2 constituency, one
ol the four seats vacated by

party chief Begum Khaleda Zia.

If elected, Moudud will be
made the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in parliament, the
sources said.

The BNP is also con-
templalin offering some
return politicians includin

Gano Forum chief Dr Kama
Hossain to contest on party
tickets the by-elections to the
three other seats vacated by
Begum Zia. Dr Kamal Hossain
was also offered earlier to
contest the June 12 polls from
Dhaka-11 on BNP ticket.

Begum Zia was elected from
Feni-1, Laximipur-2, Chit-
tagong- 1. Bogra-6 and Bogra-7
constituencies. She retained
the Feni- 1 seat and vacated the
rest

Hegum Zia yesterday left
Dhaka for a three-day tour of
Feni, Laximpur and Mirer-
sharai [(Chittagongl] — the

See Page 12 Col 2

Remo vg_l of portrai?

JS caretaker

suspended,
today

Cauretaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad secretariat Moham-
mad Ruhul Amin has been sus-
pended from service for re-
moving the picture of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man [rom the cabinet room of
the Jatiya Sangsad Saturday
without the permission of the
authority, a JS secretariat
press release said yesterday.
reports BSS.

The picture has been prop-

erly refixed at its earlier posi-
tion.
. Meanwhile, a 3-member
committee headed by Joint
Secretary (Admn) of Jatiya
Sangsad secretariaat Moham-
mad Mujibur Rahman Chowd-
hury has been constituted to
submit a detail report on the
removing of the picture by 12
noon today.

. The other memberg of the
committee are: M A Mannan.
Deputy Secretary [(Accounts)
and M A Mannan. sergeant at

See Page 12 Col 3

Reign of terror

has gripped
country, says
Khaleda

LAXMIPUR. July 7: Khaleda
Zia today said her y would
cooperate with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's government if
it continues the trend of de-
velopment and prosperity ini-
tiated by the former BNFP gov-
ernment, reports UNB.

Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia said this while ad-
dressing three public meetings
at Dalalbazar, Raipur Merchant
Academy playground and Char
Ababil Jasimuddin High School
ground of the district in the
evening.

Begum Zia, during her first
mass contact tour alter bei
elected leader of the BN
Parliamentary Party on Satur-
day. warned that her party
would resist any attempt to foil
the country's independence
and democracy

See Page 12 col 6
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Prime Bank

Opens its

8th Branch

) at i
BARISAL

On Monday, July 8,1996
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Besides general banking operations, Pnme Bank has introduced
new Savings and Investment Schemes which have created
enormous enthusiasm among the people

Prime Bank aims at modern, progressive and welfare banking.

Prime Bank Limited

Bank with a difference

O




