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Wimbledon
results

LONDON, July 6 (AP): Fol-
lowing are summarised Wim-
hledon results: Women's dou-
bles quarterfinal: Gigi Fernan-
dez. United States, and
Natasha Zvereva (2), Belarus,
def. Yayuk Basuki, Indonesia,
and Caroline Vis {12), Nether-
lands, 6-1, 6-4. =

ter %mh. Netherlands, def.
Paradorn Srichaphan,
Thailand, 6-4, 6-4.
Cyril Suk, Czaec ublic, an
Helena Sukova (7). Czech Re-
public. def David MacPherson.
Australia, and Rach‘flﬁhlﬁ uil-
lan, Australia. 6-1, , B-3.
! guarterfinal:
Ivan Ljubicic, Croatia, def,
Martin . Britain, 7-5, 6-4.
Doubles (2nd round): Yves
er:ﬁro Switzerland. and Jan-
Pequery, France, def.
Amir Hadad, Israel. and Harel
Levy, Israel, €-3. 7-6 (7-4).

A tinge of
ol g

LONDON, July 6: Around
2.000 of Wimbledon's supply of
5.000 towels for use by players
at the tournament have
missing. it was report
F‘ru:la]r says Reuter.

for Initial UK,
wl‘uch :lu lies the towels to
the All- and Club, said
many had

taken as me-
mentos by players.

"Quite a lot of the towels go
home with the famous play-
ers," the spokesman said.
"‘Thcr like to keep them as
souvenirs because they have
the of the championship
on

"We don't want to encour-
age them to take them away,
but we understand because
! are so nice."

All- Club spokes-
man commented: "It's the
same the world over. It hap-
pens at every major tennis
tournament.”

The towels, made of 100
cent cotton, are in All-
Club purple and green

for men and powder blue and

yellow for women.

Unheralded American Malivai Washington leaps in the air
to negotiate a back-hand slice shot against compatriot Todd
Martin during their semifinals at Wimbledon on July 6.
Malivai kept his giant-killing campaign by inflicting 5-7, 6-4,
6-7 (6-8), 10-8 defeat on Martin.

—AFP/UNB photo

OSLO, July 6: Fr-
ankie Fredericks
of Namibia han-
ded American
Michael Johnson
his first defeat in
any race for two when he
controversially won their 200
metres showdown at the
Bislett Games on Friday,
reports Reuter.

Fredericks, who is likely to
battle with Johnson for the

ﬁn id in Mlntl Iater
ARQI

flyinig start on tn
ning in 19.82 ncc::? hin
faﬂﬂt ever time.

Johnson, the world cham-
pion, who set a world record
of 19.66 on June 23, had to be
content with second place in
19.85.

Johnson had won 21 suc-
cessive 200 metres races since
his last defeat in Lausanne on
July 6, 1994 — when he fin-
ished fourth behind Fredericks
— and he had not been beaten
at either 200 or 400 metres
since then.

But TV replays seemed to
suggest that Fredericks went
too early.

ad build such a sub-
stantial lead by the end of the
bend that not even Johnson
could close it, although he
came back strongly over the
final few metres.

Even if he did get away to a
false or flying start, Fredericks
performance confirmed he is
in the form of his life fol
his 9.86 run in the 100 metres
in Lausanne on Wednesda
when he was just 0.01 -mond:
outside the world record.

While Johnson has looked
favourite for a unigue 200-400
gold double in Atlanta, Freder-
icks could well win the 100
and ch Johnson all the
way in the 200 if the decides
to run both sprints.

Later, both athletes main-
tained a diplomatic stance
about the start.

Fredericks said: "1
wanted to make sure |

gol a
start and that's what
- | was comcentrati
. 1 was relaxed and

Johnson said: "All | know is

that 1 SJI a bad start and that
it."*

In all Jolhmson had run 38

just

Frankie jolts Johnson

races over his two specialist
distances without defeat until
Friday.

!ta expected the race was
the highlight of the meeting
held on a mld. windy evening
with the crowd and athletes
periodically drenched by the
showers.

While Fredericks edged
home in the 200, American
Dennis Mitchell also had a nar-
row victory in the 100.

Mitchell., who won the US

Olympic trials in 9.92 sesands
tut month but finished last in

u field in Lausanne

m Mﬂty? clocked 10.10
running into a headwind to
just heat compatriot Tim
Harden. second in 10.11.

Jamaican Merlene Ottey,
the world 200 champion, got
the better of her old rival
Gwen Torrence, the Olympic
200 champion. in the women s
100 metres, with Ottey win-
ning in 10.95 and Torrence
finishing third in 11.06.

American newcomer |
Miller. likely to be in the
sprint relay squad in Atlanta,
was second in 10.98,

FRANKIE FREDERICKS
Despite the poor condi-
tions. five evenis produced
best performances in the
world this year with an excel-
lent run by Pertugal's world
10.000 metres Fer-
nanda Ribeiro in 5,000
metres which she won in the
third fastest time ever run.
Ribeire and Romania's
Gabriela Szabo were
in a thrilling duel over the last
lap with Ribeiro overtaking Sez-

abo 50 metres from the line to
win in 14 minutes 41.07 sec-
onds. Szabo clocked 14:41.12,
the fourth fastest ever.

Multi-world record holder
Algerian Noureddine Morceli
won Bislett's famous dream
mile, back on the agenda after
being cancelled last year but
upstaged by the sprints, in
three minutes 48.15 seconds,
the fastest time in the world
this :

e was paced his brother
Ali. apd  fellow erian
delvim .Benzi and finished
well clear of Olympic 1.500
metres champion Fermin Ca-
cho of Spain. who was second
in 3:48.56.

Wilson Kiketer, the former
Kenyan who now runs for
Denmark. improved on his
own 1996 world best of
1:43.13 with a dynamic finish
to win in 1:42.76.

There was also an impres-
sive performance from Ire-
land's 5 000 metres world
champion Sonia O'Sullivan who

won the 1.500 in a season's
best time of 3:50.91, edging
out Britain's Kelly Holmes

(4:01.13) who is likely to de-
cide after runni the 1,500 in
Stockholm and in London
next week whether to double-

up in Atlanta.
Meanwhile, Margaret
Crowley underlined her cre-

dentials beating the Australian
record by six seconds and fin-
ishing third in 4:01.34, ahead
of former world BOO metres
champion Maria Mulola ol

ue.

Paul Bitok of Kenya was also
involved in a tough battle for
supremacy in the 3,000 with
new Moroccan hopeful Salah
Hissou

Both men ran faster than
anyone else this year to finish
first and second in 7:29.55 and
7:30.46 respectively.

Only a strong tailwind de-

nied Ludmila Engquist a
world's best legal time of

12.48 seconds in the women's

Iwﬁr%}mfr Lyudmila

Narozhilenko of the Soviet
Union. a Swedish citizen since
June 20. looked in blistering
form and could repeat her
1991 world championship

winning performance for her
new country at Atlanta.

LﬂHDG ., Jul B

Two un pl-
ayers will contest
Sunday's Wim-

bledon men's fi-
nal, the first in
the history of the All-England
Club.

American Malivai Washing-
ton and Dutchman Richard
Krajicek had contras semi-
final victories on Saturday, re-

encies.

Todd Martin suffered the
biggest Centre Court colla nc
since Jana Novotna in 199

ve fellow Washington a htlp-
ng hand towards his first final.
Washington, who twice
came from a set down before
the match was halted by rain
on Friday, trailed 1-5 and a
controversial line call in the
decisive fifth set before al.nglnE
an extraordinary ﬂgh bac
which earned him a 6-4,

6-7, 6-3, 10-8 victory in three
ours 49 minutes.

It enabled W 27, to
become the first plnyartn
reach a Wimbledon men's final

since Arthur Ashe in 1975, and it

may take Martin at Iealt two
decades to recover from his

Krajicek, the 24-year-old
Dutchman, who put out de-
fending champion Pete Sam-
pras in the previous round,
slammed down another 15
aces to blast Australian Jason
Stoltenberg off the No 1 Show
Court 7-5, 6-2, 6-1.

He now tops the ace count
with 133 since the tournament
began.

Washington's victory over
Martin, the 13th seed, ensures
that Wimbledon will have its first
Becker in 1985,

The Washington-Martin
match., which was suspended
by rain for the fourth time at
two sets apiece Friday, ended
25 hours after it follow-
ing 3:49 of actual pla time.

After Washington hit a high

backhand volley for a cross-
court winner on his first
match point, he drnrﬂ:pcd to
both knees, clenched both
fists and looked towards his
friends and family in the play-
ers hox.

There were distinct echoes
ol Novotna's tearful loss to St-
effi Graf in the women's final
three years ago. and Martin's
]nrents in the players’ box

oked understandably devas-
tated as the two friends and
Davis Cu leammates em-
braced at the net.

But Washington, ranked
20th in-the world deserved his
victory.

"You work hard for mo-
ments like this." Washington
said. "You just want to seize the
opportunity when it's in your
reach. | could see it. When 1
was down 5-1, it looked like it

was ™ the other . Fm
just glhd 1 waS ablé to patch up
with it."

‘Martin being a'

Washington was 6 years old
when Ashe won Wimbledon.

"I'm sure I'll get a good re-
ception when [ get back

home," he said. "I have a lot of
sup from the black com-
munity in the States and

around the world .... It's an
honour to be the first black
man Arthur to be in a Slam fi-
nal.” Martin, who played tenta-
tively on many big points, said
he never felt tighter during a
tennis match.

"I froze up a little bit and
Mal played well when he
needed to,” he said. "It's a
game ['ve Practlccd a lot of
times but I've never felt a feel-
ing like today."

While there was little sus-

EE during Friday's four sets

rda}rs fth set was full of

Martln raced out to a 5-1
lead but couldn't convert.
Twice he served for the match
and both times Washington
broke him and eventually
evened the set at 6-6.

With no tiebreaker in the
fifth set, controversy arose
with Martin serving in the
13th game.

loser

LONDON, July 6: Todd Ma-
rtin, dignified in defeat, wis-
hed his opponent and ‘friendly
neighbour’ Malivai Washin
the best of luck in his bid to
become the first black
American to win Wimbledon in
21 years after crashing to a
five-set defeat in the semifinals
on Saturday, reports AFP.

The 13th-seeded Martin,
finally beaten 7-5, 4-6, 7-6
(B/6), 3/6, 8-10., recently
moved into a new house close
to Washington's home in
Florida.

"After this he'd better
throw me a house-warmin
party.” grinned the 25- -ol
Martin, the last of the men's
seeds at the championship.

Martin, who went off the
boil after surging 5-1 clear
when the final set resumed on
Saturday, admitted: "1 obviously
froze a little bit, but Mal played
well when he needed to.

Asked what he thought
about Washington becoming
the first black American since
Arthur Ashe to reach the final
Martin replied: "It's got to be a
great feeling to be in the finals

at Wimbledon — whether
youre black. white, brown or
green.

"I think he's done a great
job of playing tennis and I
don't think anybody should let
the colour of his skin over-
shadow what he's done on the

lennis court. |

"Obviously his victory is
something the whole black
mtnnuni can 'therish and 1

points before servi

won the

beuh,

think lhat s exciting ™ _)

Martin saved twe break
what a

eared to be his 11th dnuhﬂ
ault that would given Washing-

ton a third chance to break.

The electronic - called
"cyclops” - didn't beep on the

second serve, which seemed
on television re
slightly long.
signaled the

Tﬁlayn to land
e line judge
all out,

Washington believed he

oint and Martin
thought he% ad.

Martin marched over to
French chair umpire Bruno
Rebeuh and said, e cyclops.
C'mon.”

The line judge got out of
his seat and went over to Re-
explaining that he over-
ruled the cycl (PE Washington
CAaIme over, the discussion
centered on whether the ball
landed beyond the range of the
cyclops.

Rebeuh ruled in favour of
Martin that since the cyclops
didn't bleep it wasn't a double
fault. Rebeuh is one of the
most experienced umpires,
but also among the most con-
troversial. He was embroiled in
a flap last year that led to Jeff
Tarango's default.

"You can't do thaL" Wash-
ington arFm:d “If you're going
to overrule and say the ball is
out, OK we play two. But you're

not even doing that. You didn't
overrule. Are we just playing
on for the hell of it? He saw it

out, but you're not overruling

him?"

Just at that moment, the
first rain since the match had
resumed began to fall lightly.

Martin then served an ace,
his 23rd, down the middle
which Washington barely
moved for. On the next point, a
still-rattled Washington
clubbed a backhand wide to fall
behind again 7-6.

As the players sat down on
the changeover. Washington.
usually one of the most mild-
mannered players on the tour,
responded to a comment from
Rebeuh, saying, "You didn't
overrule it. Don't talk that crap
to me. That's b.s.”

The rain picked up. send-
ing the players off the court
while it was covered.

After a 35-minute inter-

ruption, a more composed
Washington came out held
serve at love, capping the

game with an overhead smash,
to level the set at 7-7.

After both players held
easily in the next two games,
Waszingtnn got the decisive
break in the 17th game.
Martin saved three break
points before serving his 11th
double fault to give Washington
a fourth chance. This time,
Martin netted a forehand vol-
ley to give Washington a 9-8
lead.

ﬁc.rvmg_ for the match,

hington fell behind 0-30
ré winning four ‘straight
points to elose out the contest.

&

Ruhdrd Krajlcek of the Netherlands sets up £ Hunday s final

showdown with Malivai Washington, beating Australian
Jason Stoltenberg 7-5, 6-2, 6-1 in the semifinals at Wimble-

don yesterday.

—AFP/UNB photo

Jamaica's Merlene Ottey (R) crosses Lh ﬁmih In in the women's 100 metres dash at the
Bislett athletics meet in Norway on July 5. Ottey won with 10.95 seconds ahead of third placed

American Gwen Torrence (L).

—AFP/UNB photo

'Dark Continent'
dreaming

JOHANNESBURG
. July 6 (Reuter) :
African success at
past Olympic Ga-
Atlanta mes has been lar-

¥

| pgely confined to
the track. The continent is
hoping to stretch its medal-
winning horizons a little wider
in Atlanta this month.

In Barcelona four years ago,
Afriean athletes won medals in

jrrat fonr - disciplinea o+ athlet-

ics, boxing, seoceer and a
bronze in the men's doubles

__ | tennis.
: ‘B

This time round Africa is
aiming to break new ground
away from the Olympic sta-
dium in Atlanta.

South Africa's re-entry to
the Olym |i|]ir.: fold in Barcelona
heralded hopes of added gold
for the continent but a mere
two medals [or the returnees
was a bitter disappointment.

In Atlanta, South Africa are
expected to fare better. led by
the swimming talent of 21-
year-old Penny Heyns in the
women's 100 metres breast-
stroke.

Heyns, who is based at the

| University of Nebraska. set a

new world record ol one
minute 07.46 seconds in the
event at the South African
Championships in March and
is widely tipped to become the
first South African gold medal-
ist since the Helsinki games
44 years ago.

She says she is expecting to
break that record in the pool
in Atlanta.

"l guess |I'll be disappointed
if | don't do something around
| 06." she said

South Alrica will also be

hnpm%{ for a canoeing medal

| from Ruth Nortje in the 500

. metres event, where she is

ranked third in the world this
year

Boxer Masibulele "Hawk"

' Makepula is another medal

hands while team coach Bobby Robson

5. Baia signed for the club for the next eight seasons

chief Josep Liuis Nunez (L) and Portuguese godlkeeper Vitor Baia (R) shake
looks on during signing ceremony in Barcelona on July

—AFP/ UNB photo

| accor

| season,

MLS confounds critics

ZURICH. July 6

/ American prnlc

ssional soccer. a
sport derided by
SO Many as a non-
starter in the la-

nd of baseball, basketball and
American football, has taken
off beyond all expectations.
ing to the league's
owners, reports Reuter.

Half way through its first
Major League Soccer
(MLS) is drawing more fans to
the stadiums and attracting a
higger television audience than
its creators had dared to ex-
pect.

The 10-team professional
league is in advance of all its
major tar and has silenced
detractors who doubted it
uruuldh ever happen after its
launch was t twice.

It took mﬁ"ﬂmhﬂ to
draw a mi fans. six weeks
earlier than . Aver
crowds are just under 20,
when projections were for
10.600 fans.

MLS chairman Alan Rothen-
h;‘r said the average at the
e of the season was ex-

toe be between 16 000
and lB 000

“That's
above
rific.” he said.

But MLS officials admitted
the real test for the ing
league., which kicked off only
in April. will be next year

40-60 per cent
s which is ter-

when it is no longer a curiosity
driven by a huge marketing
and publicity machine.
ou cnur:l.nt ask for a bet-

ter start but at the same time
none of us are saying the job is
done and that we can sit back
and rest on our laurels,”
Rothenberg said.

“There's a lot of work to be
done to keep it up and im-
prove on the standard. But we
couldn't be happier with the
first half of our lirst season.”

He said the league was
ahead of its projections on
ticket revenues, sponsorship
and licensing revenues,
although it was by no means
moving into profit.

"From a business stance it's
very encouragi it's been
great and | would never com-
ﬁ:m about anything that's

ed. It's just been awe-
some. Bul | think of a truer
test as being a year from now,”
he added.

The United States was
awarded the 1994 World Cup
by FIFA. soccer's governing
body, on condition that a pro-
fessional be set up be-
fore the . That falled to
materialise and then the pro-
pon'f! lﬂﬂlﬂwkéck -ofl was post-

to

“For a few years before the
World Cup the n#:ﬂ- ve
I tive, saying .
l‘cl'l"llllllkt awar World Cup
‘94 to a Third World soccer

nation and that we'd never pull
it off." said Rothenberg. the
driving force behind the 1994
Worwl Cup and the hugely suc-
cessful 1984 Olympic soccer
lournament
"Well we did that bul then
there was the notion that a
pro-league would never hap-
that we would never get il
off the ground.” he said

But once the league started
and the fans flocked to watch
the games, the media detrac
tors were won over, said
Rothenberg. in Zurich for a
FIFA

“The reaction has been uni-
versally positive. | have not
read one commentary that has
said that crowds are not big

moufh They have been mostly

ﬁglilvc or without opinion,
lay has been of high

lml an w:ry entertaining and

the fans have reacted posi-

t
tlfviulnn stations ESPN

and Spanish language channel

Univision are also IIinq more
viewers than eit anticl-
pated.

"ESPN are ahead of their

target at the top end of their

expectations. Univision ratings

are up the charts. MLS is oul

Mexican league games

driwtng

which has been the mainstay of
Univision's sport broadcast-
ing.” sald Rothenberg

~ division and potentiall

(]
!

. evershadowed

| ond fastest

| tance is the 2

own in t

I

prospect in the light ﬂ}'wc!igll.ljt
the
first black to win a medal for
South Africa in Olympic his-
tory

In track and field, pole
vaulter Okkert Brits and dis
tance runner Elana Meyer hold
out further hope of medals but
the South Alricans will be
here by two
leading personalities from
neighbouring countries.

Namibian sprinter Frankie
Fredericks, who ran the sec
|00 metres of all
time at the Lausanne Grand
Prix on Wednesday. has yet to
confirm he will attempt a
sprint double but will be the
favourite to dethrone training
partner and defending cham-
pion Linford Christie

Frederick's preferred dis-
metres where
he won the world title at the
1993 Stuttgart World Champi-
onships

Mozambique's Maria Mutola
has also to decide on whether
she will go for a double of her
women's 800 and
1.500 metres.

The former world 800 me-
tres champion. who was dis-
qualified in her semifinal at
last year's Gothenburg World

Championships. should have
little trouble over two pals but
the longer event will be a

much tougher test for Mozam-
bique's leading sporting per-
sonality

Nigeria is again putti
gether strong teams lor
the men's and women's rela
te be anchored by Davison E2-
inwa and Christy a. who
both broke records at the
Nigerian championships last

month
But in West Africa the real

th

focus of Olympic attention will
be on the soccer tournament
where both Ghana and Nigeria
have strong ambitions of a
[irst-ever African

old.
Ghana finished with bronze

medals in Barcelona and be-
lieve they can do betier this
time round.

But it is the star-studded

Nigerian squad who will be
Africa’'s real trump card; The

| v
pr Esﬂmngh -

cludin

Nwan

bangida, Belgian-based Celes-

tian Babayaro of Anderlecht

and German Bundesliga stars

3.;.1-5{111 Okocha and Oliseh Sun
y.

Ajax Amsterdam's
o Kanu and Tijani Ba-:

Bursting with confidence,

the ngt‘:]‘iﬂﬂs could banish
memories of their disappoint-
ing early exit from the knock-
out stage of the World Cup in
the US two

years ago just when
they were threatening to

establish African soccer on the
international map.

——

MOHAMMAD ALl
Ali to regain
Olympic gold!

LEXINGTON, Kentucky.
July 6: A reproduction of the
long-lost 1960 Olympic boxing
old medal won by Muhammad
i.li has been obtained by a fan
of the fighter.
present his hero
replica, reports AFP.

"It has been long journey
that has required a lot ol per-
severance. But it has been
worth it.” said Chris Slninr
who met Ali in 1992 ile

who vows O
with the

working on a sculpture of the
former world heavyweight
champion.

"l asked him if he regretted
not having his medal and hr
said he did." Sininger said.
then told him, "] am going to
get your medal back to you
some kind of way."

Sininger returned home
here from Switzerland after

spending four years in the ef-

fort. He need help from the
US government, which con-
tacted the International

Olympic Commitiee.

10C officials voted to have
the medal recast by Huguenin
Medailleurs, a Swiss firm that
makes all Olympic medals
Sininger went to collect the
medal and will not be satisfied
until he presents it to Ali

"I would love to present it
to him at the 96 Olympics.
Sininger said. "We will jusi
have to wailt and see what hap
pens. But the important thing
is just to make sure he gets il

As long as he gets it back, |
doesn't really matter where
What happened to the orig

inal is uncertain. Al won it in
Rome while named Cassius
Clay. But he has suffered from
Parkinson's syndrome in re
cent years and somehow lost
the medal.



