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NEWS BRIEFS

Maid found dead
at a city house

By Staff Correspondent

A maid was found dead in a

house at Asad Avenue in the
city Friday afternoon. police

F;nliq:t sent the body of the
victim. Yas_mm 30. to the

mediately. An unnatural death
case has been filed with Mo
thana.

Meanwhile., a hotel assis-
tamt. Abul Khair, 35, was elec-
trocuted while in the
hotel at ant yester-
day afternoon.

Salman Haider
meets Mizan

The visiting Indian Foreign
Secretary. Salman Haider
called on Jatiya Party acting
Chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury at his Guilshan res-
idence yesterday. During the

meeting, they exc views
on mattcru of mut interest
of the two countries. JP sour-
ces said. Indian Hi Comimi-

ssioner in Dhaka Dev Mukher-
jee was present on the occa-
sion. reports UNB

Fighting leaves
17 dead in Somalia

MOGADISHU . July 6: At
least 17 people were killed
and more than 69 wounded in
overnight fighting between
militiamen Jloyal to faction
leaders in the war-torn Soma-
lia's capital witnesses said to-
day. reports AP.
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World Bank draft Agenda for Action
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The World Bank (WB) has

ested gradual divestiture
s sector. pri-
vatisation of the T&T Board.
and restructuring of the Power
Development Board (PDB] to
pendent and corpo-
eneration.
istribution

It has also recommended
that labour force in the Railway
the Roads

Department be
into a mainte-
nance-oriented organisation
and the Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority be corporatised and
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By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

commercialised it man-
agement and financial auton-

These suggestions were

made in the Bank's draft doc-
ument, "Agenda for Action",
aimed at setting priorities for
the new government. These

were sent to the ministries

concerned last week.

The government should
restructure the PDB alon
functional lines and establis
independent and corporatised
entities for eneration,
transmission, and distribution
activities, the Bank said.

An independent regulatory

authority to oversee the reor-
ganised sector, including set-
ting of tariffs should also be
established, it maintained.

The Bank pointed out that a
'GDP growth rate of eight per
cent a year would require a
corresponding 16 to 20 per
cent ;ﬂmmh in power genera-
tion although it has been diffi-
cult to at:hi:w: a growth of over
seven per cent a year in the
last decade.

But still the power sector
has been the largest loss-
maker in the economy.

The Bank stressed that
since Taka 20 billion annual

Privatise gas, telecom sectors
and restructure PDB

capital investment is needed
for matching ex ansiun of the
power sector, t overnment
should move ulc y to radi-
cally improve the sector's per-
formance,

It said the government, to
cope with the situation, should
create an enabling environ-
ment for private sector partic-
ipation in build-own-operate
power generation plants.

About the Bangladesh
Telephone and Telegraph
Board (BTTB), the WB sug-
%t‘.ﬁl'.f'd privatisation of the

TTB saying, "This is likely to
See Page 12 Col 1
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Indo-Bangla official talks

We expect some quick
results : Sobhan

By Dipluﬁ:atic Correspondent

Bangladesh and India, both
now having new governments,
opened official talks at the
loreign secretary level yester-
day in a bid to forge a new
horizon of um:ierstarl.g

The nearly one and a half
hours meeting was led by For-
eign Secretary Faroogq Sobhan
on the home side and visiting
Indian External Affairs Secre-
tary Salman Haider, who ar-
rived in the city on Frlda}" on a
three-day visit.

Emerging from the talks,
Farooq Sobhan told waiting
newsmen “We are on pgood
track. We have marked a for-
ward movement."

Sobhan added that the two
sides have discussed every-
thing and "we expect some
quick results.”

Asked to explain, he said
that although the main objec-
tive of the Indian foreign sec-
retary's visit was to deliver a
message from Prime Minister
Deve Gowda to his Bangladesh
counterpart Sheikh Hasina "We
took the opportunity to discuss
bilateral as well as interna-
tional issues."”

Responding to a question if
there has been any agreement
on any issue such as water
sharing, Sobhan replied: "He
(Haider) has not come with
any mandate.”

He said that the Indian for-
eign secreta had shown
enormous goodwill of his gov-
ernment and emphasised solu-
tion of bilateral issues in the
interest ol improving relations

See Page 12 col 6

cated six seats.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina witnessing training exercise of Infantry and Artlllery troops of the 9th Division at the
Savar Cantonment yesterday.

— PID photo
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Permanent law commission
to be set up: Hasina

Prime Minister 5Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that a
permanent law commission
would be set up and a bill to
this effect be introduced in the
first session of Parliament, re-
ports UNB.

Exchanging views with a
group of lawyers who came to
meet her at her office in the
evening. the Prime Minister
said many existing laws need
to be reformed suiting the
present world order and
sought the lawyers suggestions
for improving the draft bill.

Referring to her pledge for
separating the judiciary from
the executive, Hasina also
sought suggestions of the
lawyers in this regard.

Earlier. State Minister for
Law. Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Advocate Abdul Matin
Khasru informed the meeting
that a draft bill had been sent

to all the district bars for their
consideration and suggestions
on it.

Reciprocating Barrister
Amirul Islam said a committee
had been formed for a review
of the draft bill.

The State Minister for Law
informed that the bill might be
introduced either in the first
or second session of Parlia-
ment.

Prime Minister Hasina as-
sured the lawyers., who came
under the banner of Lawyers
Coordination Council, that with
limited power her government
would try to establish rule of
law in the country.

"This government is your
government and we want your
cooperation in running the
admlmstratjun.“ she said.

nding to the demand
from tgg lawyers for repealing

See PE.E,E 12 Col 3

The overall flood situation
in the country further aggra-
vated yesierday as fresh areas
of the northern region were
inundated due to rise in water
level of the major rivers, re-
ports UNB.

Most rivers in the country's
four river basins swelled with
five rivers in the Brahamaputra
and Meghna basins flowing
above their respective danger
levels.

According to a Flood Infor-
mation Centre bulletin, the wa-
ter levels of 26 rivers in the

Brahamaputra, Ganges
na and South Elll:rn II
basins registered rise while
those of 16 others marked fall.

The Ganges at Bahigyakul
which was below its danger
mark on Friday rose by 10 cm
and was flowing six em above
the danger level. Brahamaputra
at Bahadurabad further swelled
by 16 cm during the period,
overflowing 19 c¢cm from (its
danger mark.

ushiyara at Sheola and

Ay rlumdypuints receded dur
ing the pertod by 10 cm and

[Lalmatia double murder case

Maid Rumana awarded

A court in Dhaka yesterday
convicted Rumana. the ac-
cused of Lalmatia double mur
der case and sentenced her to

death by hangin reports
UNB. € pe
Prosecution case, in short,

is that en October 2, 1994
Rumana, the maid servant of
Lalmatia Chowdhury family
brutally killed Hlluflr Amatul
Mauia. a lecturer of the Home
Economics College and her
m-up daughter Mahjaben
EJ 1:ih|ur3,ir Shoma, a second
year student of Mymensingh
Medical at their Lalma-
tia residence with a boti-da
Pelice arrested Rumnana
from her home at Char-
gobindapur of Shibalaya thana
See Page 12 col 8

Economic diplomacy must

death sentence

Rumal;d - t.ha mld

Fresh areas 1in northern region
looded as rivers swell further

31 cm respectively but re
mained 22 and 51 cm above
their respective danger levels.

Surma at Kanaighat rose by
three. cmn and was now flowing
above B2 cm of its red mark.

In Sirajganj. flood situation
turned serious as more areas
were inundated by the over-
[lowing Jamuna. irty more
villages of Kazipur thana were
submerged on Friday night
after flood water entered by
breaching 200 feet of Sin
grabari embankment.

Officials said standing crops
of somne |1.000 acres of land
were damaged due to the
flood

Flood situation also wors
ened in Shahjadpur, Chowhali
and Tarash thanas due to
swelling of the Jamuna. Some
25 villages were submerged in
the three thanas,

A total of 195 villages In six

thanas of the district have
heen flooded so far, officials
sald.

Nearly one core ple of

50 worsl affected villages in
Kazipur, Sadar. Chowhall
Belkuchi and Shahjadpur
thanas have been marooned
while 78 000 le affected.

Over 10 amilies ol
Kawakola union in sadar thana
have lost their homes due Lo
erosion by the Jamuna. accord-

lns to UP chairman Azizur

Flood situation in Jamalpur
district aggravated further as
six more unions in four thanas
were inundated due to rise in
water level of the Jamuna.

The newly flooded unions

See Page 12 col 5

for progress: Samad Azad

Foreign Minister. Abdus
Samad Azad. said yesterday
that the Awami League pgov-
ernment! would make endeav-
ours to strengthen relations
with all countries for achieving
u{cxpcditmus eCONOMmMIicC progress

Emphasising the need for
economic diplomacy he said
the foreign pelicy objective
will best be served through all-
out efforts to promote trade
and economic relations with
the Western. neighbouring and
Muslim countries.

In an interview with BSS at
his office he said foreign pohcy
must reflect int:rnaj
the government. and he ad—
ded, economic self-reliance
helps the country to assert its
sovereignty.

"We ourselves have to take
all-out initiative to achieve a
self-reliant economy using
modern technology and creat-
ing employment opportunities
in a faster pace with participa-
tion of all sections t}fp'the peo-
ple.” he said

He said in the present day

| context economic diplomacy

was needed to develop the
country s economy by expand-

ing external trade creating
market for Bangladesh com-
rrmdura abroad and creating
mpiloyment opportunities

at home abroad.
Samad Azad said the foreign
miri would work in accor-
dance with the need of the
time and people working here

must have accountability

Replying to tg.::ﬂ.lon he said
priority would given to re-

solve all outstanding problems
with the n éqhbﬂunng courn
tries inclu India with
which Bangladtsh has a long
common border. In this con-
text. he stressed the need to
arrive at solution of the long
standing Ganges water
problem and said scarcity
water during lean period has
been affecting the economy of
Bangladesh. The balance of
trade between the two coun-
tries is also an important issue,

he added
He said India has shown
interest to resolve bilateral

problems with Bangladesh

Asked about the reaction to
the message sent to him by his
indian counterpart | K Gujral
he said it was a ' of a

‘beginning
new avenue to be explored by

both the
ernmienils

Samad Azad said he was
confident that the bilateral
problems with India would be
resolved to the mutual benefit
of the two countries.

He said that now both the
sides should make renewed ef
forts to meet frequently and
discuss all bilateral issues to
reach solutions.

The foreign minister em-
Fhasiud on strengthening

rther the economic coopera-
tion the SAARC mem
ber countries for common

benefit

He said Bangladesh's rela-
lions with Muslim countries
would be strengthened further
In this context., he recalled
that it was Bang u's gov-
ernment which laid the foun
dation of prumuunﬁl Bangla-
desh's relations Muslim
countries immediately after
liberation. He said Banga-
bandhu attended the 1C
summit in Pakistan in 1973
following which relations with
Muslim countries was
strengthened.

Asked what would be the

See Page 12 col 7

newly-elected gov

Protocol at airport
: '
during PM's
departure,
arrival-amended

The- government yesterday
approved amendment to the
existing protocol. downsizin
the number of ministers an
dignitaries to be present at the
airport during the prime min-
ister's departure for and arrival
from trips abroad. reports
UNB

According to official sour-
ces. 16 ministers. civil and
military officials, and diplo-
mats would be present at the
airport during departure for
and arrival of the prime
minister from official visits.

From now. three senior
ministers, Dhaka City Corpora-
tion Mayor. Chiefs of three
services, four secretaries, chiel
of the diplomatic corps and
mission chief of the host coun
try or countries would be pre
senit at the airport ceremony

The existing protocol has
been revised to make it consis
tent with the present govern
ment's abstenuous policies ol
rurhing wastage. puarsiing
austerity and avoiding « olouriul
ceremonies. said a Cabinet Di
vision source.

Earlier, some 50 ministers
dignitanes, diplomats and offi
cials used to present at the
airport on such occasions.

They had lo be present al
Lthe airport according to a di
rective of the Cabinet Division
issued on September 2, 1992
following the introduction ol
the parllamentary democracy
in the country in 1991].

The presence of a huge
number of ministers, officials
and dignitaries used lo cause
hindrance to normal function

See Page 12 Col 4

Police lathicharge
copy suppliers at

exam centre: 50 hurt

NARSINGDI, July 6: Al least
50 people were injured. 15 of
them seriously, when police
resorted to lathicharge at the
Kali Kumar High School Centre
in the district headquarters
today. reports LUNB

Seven people were also ar-
rested from the examination
centre for supplying copies at
the hall of female students. Lo
cal people alleged that supply-
ing of copies were rampant
since the examination began at
the centre.

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner today visited the centre.

Police lathicharged on the
copy suppliers to bring the sit-
uation under control and as a
result some 50 people were

injured.

Of them Alamgir. 22, Liton,
25 Jahanﬁl Iq Selim. 23.
Arad 17 amal 26 Sanuar
20 Yeasmin, 23. and Nazma,
20, were admitted to Sadar
Hospital with serious Iinjury

and while others were rushed

Lo g‘lvnlt clinics
olice arrested Asaduzza

man, 23. Atigul Islam. 23
Ashraful. 20, Rezaul Islam. 18,
Jashim. 18 Manik, 17, and

Abdul A, 23. from the centre
while they were uupplﬁ
copies in the examination

o
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. securing 942

42.2 pc pass SSC exams
in DB, 43.9 pcin JB

The resstts -of  the  See-
ondarvy School Certificale
(SSC) Examinations held un-
der Dhaka and Jessore Boards
in 1996 were published yes-
terday. reporis BSS.

According to an official an-
nouncement here. the com-
bined percentage of pass of the
science and social science
roups was 42.20 under Dhaka

oard and 43 99 under Jessore

In the Dhaka Board's
Science Group. the percentage
of pass was 59.94 and under
the Jessore board. It was
65 88

In the social science group

DB merit list

Rana of
Laboratory

stood first
marks in the
rombined merit list of
the science group under
Dhaka Board. The second posi
tion was obtained by Sayeed
Farrukh Siddicky of the same
school with 936 marks Mo-
hammad Merajul Islam Molla
ol the Ideal School and College

catne tard i the comnned
merit list with 935 marks fol
lowed by Fahmida Nusrat of
thr Mymensingh Girls Cadet

College scoring 934 marks
The fifth position was secured
by Sarah Hussain of the same
institution with 933 marks
The sixth position was secured
by Md Iftekhar Husain of the
Ideal School and College who
scored 932 marks Nancy De

Shibazi Sarker
the Government

High School

. wanjee came seventh from the

Mohammadpur Preparalory
See Page |12 col 8 .

viider the Dhaka Board, the

rcentage ol pass was 27.38
while it was 35.01 under the
Jessore Board.

A total of 1.38.400 exami-
nees, including 77.946 male
and 60,454 [emale. appeared
under the Dhaka Board. Of
them 58.411 came out suc-
cessful.

Under the Jessore Board as
many as 74,951 examinees ap-
peared in the examinations of
whom 32,971 came out suc-
cessful. Of the examinees,
44 029 were male and 30,922
female.

I/nder Dhaka Board 33 281

See Page 12 Col 4

JB merit hist

Mohammad Rokonu-
zzman of the Jhenidah
Cadet College (JCC) topped

the combined merit list ol
the science group securing
335 marks under Jessore
Hoard. The second position

was oblained by Suman Mah-
mud Sanchay of the same col
lege. He secured 931 marks.
The third position went to
Partha Halder of the same in-
stitution. He got 928 marks.
The students of cadet colleges
under the Jessore Board ob
tained the top ten positions in
the combined merit list with
the first three places going to
the Jhenidah Cadel College.
Hahiz Al Asad of the Barisal
Cadet College [(BCC) and
Ahmed Ryadh Hasan ol the JCC
jointly become fourth with 920
marks Susmita Shaha ol the
Government Coronation SecC-
ondary Girls School secured

See Page 12 col 6
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Members of a Finish forensic medicine team retneve a skull

for identification

P ﬁ"" &

The skull was discovered in the hills above

the village of Kravie, about 70-km southeast of Tuzla July 5.

- AFP/UNB photo
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BNPPP leader

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia was elected unop-

posed the leader of the party's

parliamentary party yesterda
reports UNB. 5 % 4

At the first meeting of the
BNPPFP held at the nganguad
Bhaban in the evening, she was
also entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of selecting deputy
leader, chief whip and whips
of the Opposition.

BNP finished second in the
June 12 parliamentary election
with 116 seats, emerging as
the largest ever opposition
party in parliament after inde-
pendence. It has now 110
members as Begum Zia and

two other party leaders va-

The part chairman
presided over the first BNPPP
meeting that lasted nearly
three hours from 8 pm at the
cabinet room of the Sangsad
Bhaban with lhe participation
of 86 MPs, party sources said.

In her brief address at the
meeting, Leader of the Opposi-
tion K a]eda Zia thanked the
BNPPP members apnd asked
them to attend the parliament
sessions regularly and in time
to "play a responsible opposi-
tion in the House."

Bangabandhu's
portrait removed

before BNPPP meet

By Staff Correspondent

The portrait of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was removed
from the cabinet room of the
Sangsad Bhaban before the
first meeting of the BNP par-
liamentary party (BNPPP) be-
gan there at about 8:00 pm
yesterday.

The portrait was hung on
Friday.

Some Sangsad staff. who
removed the portrait at about
7.40 pm. salc[whc',r did so un-
der nrdcrs from former chief
whip of the BNP and now an
MP from the party Khandakar
Delwar Hossain,

See Page 12 col 7

Tk 29 lakh
snatched
in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, July 6: Anned da-
coils snatched Taka 29 lakh
and 25 thousand from the ac-
counts officer of the Satbhira
Foods Ltd here today.

Police said, the dacoits
stopped a microbus of the fish
firm at gun point and de-
camped with the money.

Five decoits who came by
three motorcycles followed the
microbus from the Notunbazar
fish depot, stopped driver
Shamsur Rahman at pistal
point and snatched the brief
case containing the money
from the accounts officer,
Sheikh Asad Ali.

Police laler recovered a mo-
tor cycle (Dhaka Met 402-
5172).

According to police. the ve-
hicle ‘'found abandoned at
Bogra road is one of the three
motor cycles used in the rob-
bery.
Police took into custody all
bus passengers of the mi-
crobus, including the accounts
officer and the driver.

Police suspect involvement
of the driver in the robbery
committed in full view of the
hundreds of people _in
Gallamari area.

Dacoity in Ctg
3 policemen
suspended:
4 more held

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 6: Thr-
ee police personnel, including
one ASI were suspended today

| Tor negligence of duty during

lhe looting of four shops in a
city markel yesterday
Police said. four youths. of a

political cadre. whose names
are mentioned in the FIR,
were arrested irom

Feringhibazar area todav. They
are: Ekramul Huq alias Chuttu,
Golam Sarwar, Md Musa and
Nurul Alam.

But the looted goods have
not been recovered so far.

Two other suspects were

| arrested on Friday.

JCD calls strike
at DMC today

By Staff Correspondent

The pro BNP Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) has called a
students’ strike at the Dhaka
Medical College (DMC) today
to protest what it said threat
on the life of a JCD worker by
activists of the Awami League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL] on the campus
yesterday

The call was given at a JCD
protest rally in front of the
Jativa Press Club yesterda
afternoon. Speakers at the ral
warned that they would go for
an indefinite strike at the col-
lege from July 9 if stern action
was not taken against those in-
volved in the incident.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
students union of the DMC in a
statement condemned the in-
cident and demanded trial of
the persons Involved |In
violence.’



