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IX UN ncies — UN
DP, UNESCO. LINFPA,
' UNICEF, WHO and

World Bank decided in January
last to jeintly start an AIDS
(Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome) programme to
prevent the global spread ol
the deadly disease. The
urpose of the UNAIDS is to
elp and assist Lthe national
amr global programune for pre-
vention of the outbreak of
AIDS.

The UNAIDS programme
was formally launched in
Ba desh at a function held
on 8 at the National Press
Club. rts and repre-
sentatives tl;mm the six dUH
agencies who participated in
its said that although AIDS had
not spread extensively in
Bangladesh as yet, all the con-
ditions favourable for its out-
break existed here. They laid
siress en wide publicity pro-
gramme to create public
awareness about the disease. -

The UNDP President
Representative in Bangladesh
Ms Eimi Watanabe said the
number of HIV [(Human
Immunedeficiency Virus) in-
fected people in the world will
soar to four crore in the next
five years and 90 per cent of
them will be in the developin
countries. The number of AlD
affected ple in. the world
stood at two crore till 1995, Of

them, 50 lakh have already |
Associate |

died. Earlier,
Director of the World Healih
Organisation’'s Global Prog-
ramme on AIDS Dr. Peter Piott
in a report presented at the
Asian Health Ministers'
meeting held in Dhaka in
November 1993 said that one
crore 40 lakh people includin
10 lakh children were afflict

with HIV up to July 1993. The

statistics given Ms Watanabe
and Mr Piott sl?gw that in only
two-and-a-half years. 60 lakh

le were infected with
Al virus.This gives us an
idea about the dreadfulness of

the disease and the hurrtfy]ng
speed with which AID

Ms Watanabe said
Bangladesh Government esti-
mates put the number of AIDS
virus victims at 44 in the
country. Of them. three are al-
ready dead. She, however. said
the actual figure would be
much higher. The prevalent
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huge number of the

total population of den-
sely-populated Bangla-

desh are youth. We must
t them from HIV/AIDS.

IV has been detected in
almost every country
world. The World Health
tion (WHQ) estimated

that by now 18 million
had contracted HIV, 1

in 350 of the world's popula-
The lack of a cure or vac-
cine in the next five to 10
m means that HIV will con-
to spread. Although cam-
aign rogramime in
nnglndcng have had some
success in reducing transmis-

sion of the virus in small popu-
lationt groups., but in general
are not are about the
or to rescue the rate

which it :
There is uncertainty as to

the total number of je in-
fected by the HIV (Human
mmuno- Virus) and

AIDS (Aquired Immune Defi-
ciency ﬂg;’ldrnml:} in

h. far we, know a
little more than 33 persons
were known (o have con-

Lr:gtad HIV. Of these, lhmul:r
developed s ms o
- AIDS and died arﬂv:nmth was
ill but alive. The remaining 29

were symptom-free.
There is no way of knowing

how many people in

in the '

AIDS

A Terrible Threat

by Shahjahan Mian

conditions including abject
poverty, veneral disease and
drug-addiction among the ado-
lescents and youths are very
conducive to the spread ol
AIDS in Bangladesh. Asia is
the most vulnerable place in
the world at present. Although
Africa is on top in the infection
rate of AIDS virus. Asia will
surpass Alrica because ol the
uick spread ol the disease.
he rate of HIV infection is
higher mostly among the illit-
erate. neglected and helpless
poor women and most Asian
women fall in this category.
Little over 300 people every
hour, and over seven-and-a-
half thousand daily, get in-
fected with HIV in the world.

HIV indected people have
been found in great number in
neighbouring India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Thailand and Singapore.
With the ticking away of time
the intensity and severity of
the disease is assuming an
alarming magnitude. Generally,
AIDS virus spreads through
hetero-sexuality and inadver-
tent transfusion of blood from
the AIDS . alfilicted persons to
patients of other disease need-
ing blood. Fortunately enough.
HIV is not infected through
external contact like that of
cholera, pox, yellow fever and
influenza -ete. Otherwise, the
world would have run the risk
of becoming desolate of human
population in about 17 years
after AIDS virus was discov-
ered in the late 70s.

No coordinated effort has
been made to stop spread of
the disease in Bangladesh. The
first AIDS patient was detected
in the country about seven
years back after an AIDS pa-
tient returned home from a
Middle Eastern country and
died subsequently. After that
two more similar patients who
came back home also died.

All will be an exercise in fu-
tility if no programme is taken
up before an ouibreak of the,
disease in the country. The
entire population of the coun-
trv will be at risk if, God for
bid the disease assumes a pan-
demic height. The menace has
io be laced with measures

taken on war [footing.
Moreover, we doén't really
know how many people by now
are affected with the disease.
No one can say it [lirmly
whether it is only 44 as was
said by the government, or it is
44 hundred! Because, there is
no sincere éffort nor there is
any ellective system to deter-
mine the figure. And for that
reason one estimate also puts
the number of HIV infected
eople in Bangladesh at
0. !

The Chairman of the AIDS
Technical Committee Major
General (Retd) M R
Chowdhury told the May 8
meeting that there may be an
AIDS epidemic in desh.
He said there are 23 lakh ven-
eral disease patients in the
country. Of them 70
are students. The statisties put
forward by General Chiowdhury
gives us a broad hint about our
youths' illegal sexual contacts.

AIDS has spread alarmingly
in Thailand and India. €
brothels there are depots of
AIDS-afflicted prostitutes.
Thailand has eight lakh and
India at least five lakh HIV
positive people. About 15 lakh
people from- Bangladesh work
abroad and over 70 thousand
Bangladeshis go abroad ﬂveg

. _year on employment. About

thousand visit India and over
10 thousand go to Thailand,
Singapore, Nepal and other
foreign countries every year on
business and recreational pur-
pose. Some also go on official
visit. T
The suggestion might sound
very rude ugh, the authori-
ties should give serious

" thought about screening blood

of those returning home after a
long time. lf, unfortunately,
anyone is found HIV positive,
appropriate measures can be
taken and members of his or
her. family can also be made
awarg of the fact. If no effective
steps are taken to stop the
?'pn:ad of the most dreaded
i

sease, the country m;v]/ be in -

danger. Se, we should play our
part of build an AIDS:free
Bangladesh with the help and
assistance from UNAIDS.
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Bangladesh at Crossroads

by Mahbubuddin Chowdhury

Bangladesh are actually in-
fected. To find this out, every
one of the country's 120 mil

lion people would have to have
their blood tested. This is a fi-
nancial and physical jmpossi-
bility, furthermore, human
sight's arguments and practical
considerations make it difficult
to test people without their
consent.

The National AIDS Commit-
tcﬂcngcullﬂﬂlthat Bm:;it ;ml:;
20, people in Banglades
— about one in 6000 of the

lation — are infected. The

O suggests that in

h approximately a lit-
tle over than 23,000 JJE{:I le
are currently infected. The
WHO predicts that between
147,000 and 703,000 people
may contract HIV by the year
2000, Of these, between
dvssbogsd sympionns 'of ATDS

L] toms o
or would die from the disease.
The difference in the numbers
depends on how urgently and
how effective action is taken to
prevent further spread of the

virus

The HIV infection is known
to be transmitted within the
couniry, but many Bangla-
deshis, specially youths get

infected while living abroad.
Migrant workers in particular,
who may spend several years
away from [riends and lamily,
may seek comfort [rom other
sexual partners-male ‘or
female. They may ' then
contract HIV ' and' returm to
pass the virus on to their wives
or other women. Because men
who have become inf#tted in
Bangladesh or abroad ecan
transmit HIV to their wives,
but women who have been
sleeping with one person all
their lives are nonetheless at
risk of i :

If the youths, (boys and
girls) stay away until marriage.
and later, remain sexually
faithful to their s during
marital lives until they die,
sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs) would have no opper-

tunity to spread. In
Bangladesh, as In e other
country, the presence of STDs
such as s and gonorrhea

indicates t many men and

WOITe ence inltercourse
before and after - '
The HIV can also be

iransmitted through blood in-
fected with the virus — it can
be ransmitted by contami
nated eguipment used in the

r cent

Bangladesh prostitutes,
particularly those living in the
renied houses and flats, in dis-
guise, in posh areas in towns
and cities, have foreign clients
from among one lakh tourists
who visit the country every
year. About one lakh prosti-
tutes live in the country's
brothels. There are numerous
others who roam around the
sfreets in the tities and towns
te attract customers. The

blood of 4ll these categories of

prostituies has.to be examined
on emergency basis and if any-
one is found HIV positive, she
has to be separaled from
others. And the healthy prosti-
tutes have to be made con-
scious to convince their clients
and customers about the use
and utility of contraceptives
duﬁngTEhysltal contacts with
them. They have to be assured
about the preventive device
against AIDS infection.
Measures should also be taken
to rehabilitate the floating
prostitttes. If the attempt fails
they should be sent to broth-
els. '

It should be mentioned
here that World Health
Organisation (WHQ) in a survey
conducted in 1991 screened
the blood of 9) prostitutes of
Banishanta brothel situatéd on
the west bank of river Pashur

neay Mongla port .in Khulna
and detected one HIV positive
case there. But as the infected
woman was not idengified and
separated from others. she
still miﬁl;(t:.l be living there
undistur and spreading the

‘virus among her clients!

Secondly, many patients.
particularly during operation.
need blopd. Before transfusion,
blood should be checked to be
sure that it is HIV-free.

Thirdly, some write-ups on
the dreadfulness of AIDS and
ill-effects of other addictions
may be included in the syllabus
of the students from class nine
on wards to make them. con-
scious of the curse nl'.lh:
ViCEeS.

In all considerations. all out
resistance and prevention of
AIDS have become very ur-
gent. Eveg body in the societ
expects the government an
authorities to take immmediate
and appropriate measures (o
stop any spread of 'AIDS in the
country.

TR R E "

injection of drugs. A huge por-
tion ol Bangladeshi youths are
drugs addict. Therefore the
chances of HIV transmjssion
through illegal drug use in
Bangladesh continue to grow.
Besides youths, women are at
great risk of infection than
men. Some NGOs have pro-
grammes inarming women
about STDs and AIDS with
their conderted éfforts cur-
rently directed towards prosti-
tutes. Jhe women's wing of the
National AIDS Committee runs
similar me(rammts on a lim-
ited scale. It is believed that a
national effort similar to that of
lamily planning, using the ex-
perience and resources of fam-
iy planning workers, can pre-
vent a major HIV/AIDS epi-
demic in Bangladesh. Because
there is still no cure, no vac-
cine and no long-term treat-
ment lor HIV/AIDS, experts
agree that the only means of
limiting further spread of the
virus is widespread informa
Lion
To spread information
about HIV/AIDS, the media can
rlay an important role
jangladesh is at a crossroads.
iI the country with its peopile,
specially youth, take action
now, there is a possibility limit
spread of AIDS.
The writer (s Secretary
General of National Association
of Unesco Clubs in Bangladesh

“ J ISITING = new places
always  enhances the
chances of m new

differences.

identify the
their

between peoples and
habits. = - :

When our trave ent of-
fered a three-day jungle safari
at the Royal Nepal Chitwan
National Park, we gladly acg-
-cepted. Thoughts of being all
alone in. the jungle with an
added bonus of watching wild
animals at wilderness were
simply electrifying. All the
proposed jungle activities:
jungle drive, jungle walk, ele-
phant ride, canoeing, ‘bird
watching, visiting crocodile
hnrﬂe:«:un%l centre and Tharu
tribes, held out hopes of a
respite far from-the madding
crowd.

But, when we got down
from the bus at Tandi Bazar.
some 115 km off" the capital
Kathmundu, we realised we
were not alone. A' cosmopoli-
tan: crowd had followed. Even
the guest house for which we
had registered had guests
from Israel, Britain and Japan.
And there weve 40 more guest
houses or lodges in the vicin-

. ity, all having boarders from
| every part of the world. :

As hours went by. the face
in the crowd became [amiliar

ST

The faily Mar 5

Chitwan

people, new cultures. It gives  §
one thé rare opportunity to.

A locil guide showing = uby riine Sagured by

i

rhinoes do not care much
about the gaps in the planking.

Nestled in the foothills of
Churiya and Mahabharat range,
Chitwan is the natural habitat
of rhino, _ tiger. byson, bear,
board, elephant, deer, monkey

and many others. The tourist
agents are very canlrous about
¢ loopheles in their

bedving

e e e
.....

a tiger at thePn.'rith

was found in a critical condition by ferest rangers, and was

We met one another in the
jungle while meandering
through thée dusty’ roads-in
open jeeép, or cruising in dug-
out canoes in the Rapti river,
or mounting on elephant tops.
Meeting became frequent and
obvious since most of the guest
houses offered similar pro-
grammes maintaining almost a
similar schedule.

“What about Bangladesh?"
asked one German tourist
pointing al a tourist graph at
the Chitwan Park museum.

May be they should start fig-

| wring from now on." our lsraeli

friend came up with the
solation.

In the huge Chitwan Park.
spread over an area of 976 sq
km. the existence of two
Bangladeshi passport holders.
we inferred. was in the miscel-
laneous category. But that did
not deter me or my wife from
enjoying the fun and exeite
ment of the safari. Along with
others. we climmbed up trees to
avoid possible attack from
rhino or panted heavily on the
wooden bridge knowing that

COTl-

undergoing treatment at the sanctuary museum pavement.

-— Shahnaz Gazi
promises, saying. there are
chances of waiching this and

_ that. For the local guides. how-

ever. meeting such wild ani-
mals at wilderness depends on
the karma of the tourists.
When we ended our safari,
watching almost everything
except byson and tiger. we
thanEed our karma. We regreéet -
ted that we were not allowed
entry further deep into the
jungle which. who knows,
would have put us before a
herd of bysons or a couple of
majestic tigers (for lunch or
snacks¥. And the military men
who were posted inside the
jungle seemed very prompt in
regulating the entry of the
tourtsts in the jungle. The ex-
tra vigil is for the poachers. of
course.,

One Germmian consultant,
working at the Nepalese Agri
ciltuge Department, on our
way to the guest house la-
mented the poaching that is
endangering rare species. "The
army se€izes the poaching
goods during the day. and at
mighit. he gave a meaningliul

Park : Points

g by Shamsad Mortuza

Jungle Lodge, Chitwan N

ational
wink, and added,

"you aré
from Bangladesh, you should
know it better."

Yes, yes, say it ﬁ‘ln. We are
€

root of al] evils, r all, we
are black, cried out my post-
coloniial self. This realisation,
however, came to me, (albeit,
lor the first time), when a
scven-year old white girl, sit-
ling opposite to me in the
jeep. held out her arms against
me. She was matching her
complexion against mine, as is
later told by my wife, She did
the same with our Nepalese
guide. Well, this might he her
childhood curiosity since it
was first trip to tnis part of the
world. She was travelling
around the world in 60 weeks
with her parents and six-year-
old brother, Hansie,

| remember the last name,
in particular, because this dare
devil boy dnce sneezed while
all the other passengers of the
jeep broke into laughter. I
missed the joke,
learnt that Hansie sneezed into
the ears of Probhakaran, an
Indian businessman sitting in
the front, completely startled
nearly jumped off the jeep.

Probhakaran, whose mem-
ory was still fresh with the
elephant ride, explained that
Hansie's sneeze reminded him
of the rhino he met that
morning. When Probhakaran
afterwards showed nie a strip
of 8 inches long rhino skin
bought from a tribal man for Rs
1000, | guessed a second rea-

son .for his start: may be, he
thought the dead rhino was
coming after him !

Riding on elephant top or
walking into the jungle is in-

deed dangerous. But what
about the jeep ride? We have
ilready heard that five per-

sons. including one tourist
from Hong Keng, two guides
angd two military men., were
killed by wild animals in 1995.
So the logical question that we
could ask Yagya. the guide,
was- about the saféty of the i[e(‘.p
drive. "Last year, a group ol In-
dian boys went into the jungle
i a jeep. The
rhino which dashed head-on,
forcing their vehicle to move
some 10 yards back. Luckily.

and latef.

met an angry .

Ponder

three teeth of the rhino which
left the scene in deep pain.”
Yagya informed.

he forest rangers later
discovered that one tiger at-
tacked the cub of the rhine.
The mothér rhinp., blinded
with anger thought the jeep as
the assailant and eharged. The
radiator of the jeep was totally
crunched and later the me-
chanics found the teeth of the
rhino inside it.

Tigers perhaps like baby
rhino as an easy prey. While
visiting the museum we saw
one such poor tiger-victim, ly-
ing unconscious for nearly 12
days. The officials told us that
there were about 466 rhinoes
in the park, and the number of
the tigers cannot be ascer-
tained since Chitwan Park
has a common border with
Indian forests. :

When, after the safari, we
got back to Kathmundu, we
asked to ourselves what does
Chitwan have that we do not
have in Bangladesh, in Sundar-
‘bons, in Bandarban or even in
the shaalbons? Rhino is possi-
bly the only difference. But. na-
ture has compensated us with
something more.

We paid 50-70 dollars each
to avail the Chitwan safari, for
the three days package trip
and stay. But. mark my words,
I would probaBly never be in-
terested in a programme ar-

ranged like that in the Sun-
darbons, ner would the
tourists who visifed Nepal.

Why? The answer is simple.
Nepal has proved itself
tourist-friendly. They have
trained themselves to behave
with tourists. Even in the re-
mote village children will say
'Hi' to a foreigner. They will
not run after the jeep for
nothing or bother you for, say,
alms

This observation is that of a
British lady. Truly. Nepal has
done everything to cash on the

demands ol the tourists. They
have been innovative and  per-
suasive. Most ol the guides we
met at Chitwan can communi-
cate in English and know a lit-
tle bit of German, Japanese or
even Hebrew, enough to stun
the visitors.

Holding a 'Tourism Month'
once a year or giving adver-
tisement do not atiract
tourists. Our tourism depart-
ment must prove itself sin-
cere and capable enough of
providing some memorable
moments worth paying for.
Package trip like this includ-
ing steamer journey, staying or
camping inside the jungle with
professional guides available,
can certainly help our impov-
erished tourism industry. At
the same time, the law and
order situation must keep a
steady profile, if we really want
to mean business. -

Incidentally, the first  half
of the globe-trottering German
family we met at Chitwan was
in Dhaka. They arrived here
when political agitation was at
its height. They keplt them-
selves locked inside the hotel,
and left for Kathmundu at the
earliest possible chance. 1 felt
sorry for the man and his fam-
ilv* when he niodestly said, "t
w.is lerrthle lor thie Kids.”

.................

..........

the eollision cavised the loss of

............

Tiger Camp Complex and Bear Garden
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cal Music 7:00 Saptahiki 7-30
Bangla Sambad B:00 Chor Chor
8:25 TBA 900 Policer Diavy

Thake 9:30 Surer Asac 10:00
(Dramal 10:38 News ana Bengali
Sambad

ZEE CINEMA

830 Tarana 9:00 Hn Ha Fitha
930 Fim 12:15 Shooting
Shooting 12:45 Fim - 3:30 Na
Jane Kyon 4:00 Fim - 645 Fim -

9:30 Songs 10:00 Fim - 1215
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