first definitive step to offer a clean administra-
tion. By a cabinet decision on Tuesday ministers
and state ministers have been
accounts of their wealth and property. The
following day in a tenor-setting statement before
the leaders and members of Sarkari Karmachari
Sanghati Parishad she pointed out that she would
not hesitate to take action against ministers if
they were found indulging in corruption. A news
item in a prominent Bangla daily had informed
the other day that efforts were underway to
strengthen the anti-corruption set-up and pro-
vide it with a greater freedom of action in mat-
ters of investigation.

tion of corruption, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has rightly begun at the top to ensure a clean im-
age of her government. The percolation effect is
expected to be felt across the officialdom. Also, it
is likely to impact positively on the minds of
business people.

measures to rid her governance of corruption or
any negative reputation, as she goes along, are
highly appreciated by us.

ago we tried to make out a case for a three-tier
public declaration of assets and liabilities by the
ministers and state ministers in the first place
followed by MPs of the Treasury Bench and by
those in the opposition and from other political
parties — in that order. Our point of emphasis
was that declarations be repeated every year for
»comparison with the original figures submitted. It
seems the process has just begun and we are
thankful to the government for the same hoping
that it will be taken to its logical conclusion.

the best guarantee for its success. There are two
ways of ensuring this: first, we build accountabil-
ity and transparency into the hierarchies of the
government; and second, the government re-
mains answerable to the parliamentary commit-
tees.

both in place to enrich and invigorate our demo-
cratic polity.

for bringing an end to her life. She did it because

The ill-fated student of Mirpur Ideal College, who
went to spend a few days at her home in Mandal-
para of Rangpur town before her tragic death, has

youths of her locality when she went to purchase |,

~her to make the ultimate protest. She hanged

“and made her protest by giving up her life. A few

U ar

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Al

Declaration of Assets

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has taken the

required to submit

Given our tradition of a pyramidal manifesta-

So the new PM's no-nonsense pre-emptive

In a front-page commentary less than a week

Unshakable public confidence in. a system is

By all sights and sounds, we are poised to have

Protest with Life

Romana Afroz Tandra made a conscious choice

she valued human dignity above everything else.

indeed put the entire society to shame.
She was not only assaulted by three perverted -

a match box but was also disrobed. Her cry for

help went in vain as no one dared come forward
to rescue her from the degenerated scions of in-

fluential men. In desperation Romana managed to

get herself free and gave the three assaulters a

chase with a boti (billhook). The mastans re-

ﬁpnncled with a thorough beating of the girl at her
ome,

That was the second time Romana was humili-
ated. But it was not the énd to her disgrace.
A shalish (sort of local council) humiliated her
for the third time over: It c®me up merely
with the decision that the three offenders ask
for Romania's forgiveness. The girl could not
take it any more. Her sense of dignity compelled

herself.

Noorjahan (Lakshmi) of Chhatrackhara, Ka-
malganj had felt the same aversion to injustice

other women in this insensitive and male-domi-
nated society also in their Himalayan indignation
over wrongs done to them put an end to their
lives.

Society hardly learns from such tragedies. Laws
too are often not enough or are made ineffective
by an unholy alliance between their enforcers and
influential groups. So much has to be done on
both counts. But in the meantime, exemplary
punitive measures can be taken against the per- -
petrators in the present case for a deterrent
message to get through. .

Ferry Headache

Aricha and the other two ferry terminals on
the opposite side have once again become points’
of intractable vehicular mess. On earlier pcca- }
sions, shoals and a drastic fall in the water level
of the Jamuna were responsible for bri the
ferry service to a virtual halt; now there is a long
list of problems — a couple of them being con-
trary to the previous ones.It is the sudden rise in
the water level.and the consequent erosiorf of the
river banks that have snapped the service,

There has been a frequent shifting of the ter-
minals hampering the movement of ferries and
traffic. Very little can be done about at now. An
advance plan would have helped though. A num-
ber of ferries otherwise capable of coping with
“the situation have been under repair. A few other
smaller types of older vintage are inoperable now
bringing about a drastic reduction in the fleet
strength. | N
~ If the authorities had kept in mind the ap-
proaching monsoon season, they might well have
staggered the repair work without crippling the
ferry service. They have now reportedly taken
away a few of them together for overhauling. We
do not kmow if there is any plan to increase the
number of the latest-model ferries. If not, such a
plan is all the more necessary. It is always better
to plan for the future rathér than respond in
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haste to an emergency.
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" UNDREDS of
have been of
their Maruti cars.

The amount ol ransom varies
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 75 lakh.
Many people have been
mercilessly tortured. Hun-

dreds of traders have closed

their shops and gone away to
other part of the eountry.
Trade, commerce and indus-
iry have been hit hard. Senior
executives of central public
sector corporations are reluc-
tant to stay. Some have already
left. Some of the tea compa-
nies are also without supervi-
sory stafl, many of them having
shifted to places outside the
stale .

This is what the Geovernor
at Guwahati reported to New
Delhi nearly six ycmtm, The
situation is no better y. In
lact, selective killings have in-
creased. This Salkia C ess
government. which h::-lﬂfn
ousted at the polls. did little
except to buy peace.

It distributed money and
favours to the militants It
constituted a corps of surren-
dered militants from among
the United Liberation Front of
Asom (ULFA) to fight mili-
tancy, a pattern followed first
in Punjab and then in Kashmir
But the outfit, SULFA ('S’ is for
surrendered), has turmed out
to be another armed group to
abduct pr_-uialt. to extort money
and to settle personal scores.
Some other forthations have
also come up due to the spread
of guii culture

e stales main worry is
still ULFA, which is the largest
armed p. It is an offshoot
of the Assam Movement
(1979-85). After the Rajiv
Gandhi-All Assam Students
Union (AASU) accord, a size-
able segment of the youth,
which was involved in violence
and sabotage during the
movement, broke away and

NE can hardly imagine

how dearly Titas Gas ie

being penalised lor a

fault it is not at all responsible
lor.

Majority of the city's inhabi-
tants do not have the confi-
dence that the water they are
supplied with is safe for con-
sumption. So they boil water
for drinking. Additignal gas
worth about TK 285 crore is
thus being burnt every year to
the concern of Titas Gas, the
state-owned company supply-
ing gas Lo lakhs of kitchens in
Dhaka.

The metropolis, we live in,
is expanding rapidly. But the
utility services it provides are
still in precarious stage. Water
supply is an example how weak
is the network of basic ameni-
ties in the capital city.
*‘Although the water supply
system was introduced in
Dhaka more than a century
back, the authorities are yet to
develop a safe supply network
for the city dwellers.

About 56 per cent of the

city's population have access to
wholesome water, but majority

are still suspicious, quite
rightly about its purity and
safety. Everyday thousands of
families in the metropolis boil
water for safety. Doctors advise
ple to drink boiled water.
ven WASA (Water and
Sewerage Authority] which is

-‘. 1

formed ULFA. Its tive has
been to “liberate” Assam from
S e

ULFA is said to have a "E::)
lar trained armed- of 5.
men, equipped with AK-47s
and AK-56s. In addition, they
have a large number of

persons
who act as informers. intelli-

. gence collectors, couriers,
camp 'followers, etc. Having
imparted training (o some
cadres in Burma, A is using

them to train others. There
are more than 50 camps
where training is given in
broad daylight, without fear
from any au y.

The Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) government, a few
week's old, faces the same

of violence that it did
du its earlier stint «1985-
90). of the militants are
colleagues from the movement
days. Three ministers in the
cabinet are the ULFA support-
ers. This embarrasses the
government. which has even
released some extremists to
give the message of a new be-

ginning.
Yet over the years, the gov-
ernment finds, ULFA has ac-

quired more guns, more fol-
lowing and more influence. It

has also develo close un-
drut:ndmf with the hostile
Khaplan [faction of National

Socialist Council of N d
INSCN) and the Meite ex-
tremists of Manipur,

such an array of mil-
itants, le in Assam are
more a than before.
feel insecure. Editors an
academics have been threat-
ened not to criticise ULFA. A

few brave ones have refused to

the fiat. "Anyone can be

killed at any time." an edi-
tor. Still, he has ULFA
writing: "A few more dea

bodies can never make theé
voice of reason or the need for
lasiing peace irrelevant.”

At a seminar in Nawgaon a
few days nﬁo I found the
AASU h leaders confused.
They ended the ULFA mili-
tants as their family members
but, at the same time, as-
sailed them for their -
chant for vielence. In no
does AASU support the ULFA

is fu from Guwahati

itselfl. right under the nose of

the government. A monthly
levy is collected from traders

and businessmen. "We have to

PI{ o many other groups as
well,

" an association of
Marwari traders twﬂ
Significantly, the N has

spread its activities to Assam:
north Cachar is one of the dis-
tricts where it collects money

Chief Minister Prafulla ‘Ku-
masr Mohanta does not belittle
the situation. But he finds the

pressures and problems multi-

BETWE

EN THE

LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

demand for a sovereign state of
Assam. But they do not like
the to be used nst it.
EhL;'i a':;ml:r talks tween
t :
| wonder ii ULFA would
come (o the negotiating table.
it runs practically a parallel
overnment in 11 out of 29
istricts in the state — three
on the south bank of Brahma-
tra and eight on the north
. Tea associations. traders,
small and big, and even petty
government servants are
summoned before ULFA func-
tionaries at various places to
negotiate the quantum of ran-
som. One state governor esti-
mated in November: | 990 that
the collection was between Rs
400 and Rs 500 crore.
So pervasive is ULFA that it

plying even before his gov-
ernment has had time to settle
down. No sooner did the de-
bacle of ess in elections
in the state ent
than the chief secretary. the
director al of and
two key officers disappeared
leaving the administration and
lice on their own. Ethnic
ngs. particularly in Kokra-
jhar district, began to take
place. An anti-establishment
journalist. Parag Das. was mur-
dered at noon in Guwahati.
ULFA., SULFA and others
stepped up their violence. Po-
lice. partly tired. and
demoralised, stood inactive.
Despite the earlier e
o se the back to the
basracks. the ment
had to press the lorce into
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@he Dail The Eerie Scene of Assam

it

draw.” says Mohanta, "What do  Paratively less
I do if the Centre is not send- e state's economic devel-
ing me apy police force?” He | The Assamese admit
has been asking for more { many businessmen are
amilitary companies but UYil€ (0 leave and no new in-
R:rwndhilmrﬂw vestment is coming. They are
so far (Mohanta has met the Convinced that the climate of
prime minister since). How- M“WM'E
ever. the of forces, 2r¢ helpless. With more
which were stationed during m% and girls
Saikia regmt has been re- muﬂ into the
duced to 75 per cent. ﬂ#ﬁhp‘l:&:ﬂ‘::-
One of the sops that the 13- l:w GT.
mmwnm m P
Centre S ACP for sup- o L R Ry
port was the undertaking to viglence. Nor
send more paramilitary com h:‘l 8
pandes. But it said 'no” because PI;mm a word affixed to
nfitlldcoh%:ldﬁcrmmt i ) ey
with the BJP. BJP has also tend.

Safe Water Crisis: City Burns 2.
Million cft Gas Everyday

By A S M Oaliullah

responsible for supplying pure
drinking water in the

metropolis, itself often advises
e 10 boil water for drink-
pu !

A News Network sample
survey, conducted recently,
disclosed that more than JO
per cent of the families, living
in the capital,’use boiled water
for drinking and some other
household works. Even in
some slum areas, where there
are gas connections, people
drink boiled water. Thus city
people altogether boil one
crore litre water a day —
based on the estimate that per
person per day consumption is
two litre or eight glasses.

Doctors say water could be
freed of harmful germs only if
it is boiled at 120 degree
Celsius for about half an hour.
Accor to Titas Gas, 0.27
cft gas is required to boil a
litre of water for 30 minutes.
So, 2.7 million cft gas is
needed to make one crore
litres water free. Citizens

of Dhaka thus burn extra gas -

wofth Tk 78.30 lakh everyday.
By this estimate, additional gas
worth about Tk 285 crore and
80 lakh is being burnt a year
only to boil dri water.

- = i — - =

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Survivor of the week

. Sir, Neil Ray's sensitive es-
say on humans struggling to
survive on the streets of Dhaka

inspires me to add an extraor-
dinary example to those he al-

[

ready cites ("All That Meets
the e,” Daily Star, June 24,
1996). Neil Ray describes a

rickshaw puller, “just bones
and skin — paddling for a pit-
tance in this city's dangerous

streets." He should see the
rickshaw puller who recently
taxied a-friend and myself to

where we needed. to go,
"paddling” us through Dh&a
traffic with only one leg, the
other one a mere stump! It
ght-provoking

and soul-inspiring project for
The © Daily Star to run a
"Survivor of the Week" picture.
There is much to ponder over
these sights. . :
M MES Dunham
11 Siddheswari Road
Dhaka-1217 | '
GB's solar power

Sir, The Grameen Bank's
two innovative rojects
namely, the ruralp cellu-
tele-
phone system, and the solar
Fim:l g&\:ﬂf units in the wil-
ages | Magazine, June 28)
deserve wider national and in-
ternational publicity. In the
write-up, there were some in-

formation gaps, which may be -
rv the authorities
or

clariﬂcdbd
tion.

The government's support
and back-up i::wnrdu the solar

wer project, appears to be
E.?kewann vis-a-vis any polic
indication in the PPP &'eoplc'yn
the ‘outdoing regimel. In. the
* (¥ re . In the
SAARC region, according to
press r s, India is 1
ahead with !t:duﬁgﬂr projects to
ﬂ:'ovtde isolated electric power

the rural homes/area
solar panels (some compo-

public apprecia-

‘velopment?
A Zabr

nents are indigenous). Ex-
ch of information might
be u

India and China may be able
to mass produce the pan-
els/sets more economically for
use im the developing coun-
tries in Asia and elsewhere,
provided there is local official
commitment to the idea. CKD
import will reduce the cost, if
the solar els are not classi-
fied as luxury items in the na-
tional tariff — in other words,
the import levies have to be:
redu drastically.

GB's Sﬂm projects are not
being adequately publicised
through the miass media, sem-
inars and workshops. The con-
tributions of the physics de-
partments of the universities
are also not covered by the
press or the electronic media,
although the students are ac-
tively e ed in eriments
for Bposui le local application.
PDB is silent on the issue.
What the REB is doing? Are GB
and REB pooling the resources
and know-how?

Like the GB banking philos-
ophy, there might be an ulti-
mate breakthrou here (as
also in village cell ‘phones),

., What is the national priority: °

confrontational politics or de-

Dhalkaa

roundtable on SAARC

Sir, It came to my
an article ;uhﬁuhtﬂ in your
daily on 25th June regard
counterveiling duties impo
by the Indian customs on
Bangladeshi products. This is
outr us and is slighting to
the A and . fﬁ.l

thermore, it is demeaning for

ﬁd. are ent our market
ough legal channels.
far as 1 i:nowicm fé’;ﬁ?

notice in .

r-

Extra gaS consumption is
thus heavily burdening Titas
Gas which is already facing
shortage of ﬁ: Titas
getting the tariff for this extra
consumption because it
charges the customers fixed

rales Tk 160-a month for sin-
gle burner and Tk 250 for
double burner.

Titas Gas M Director
Maj (rtd) Md Muktakir Ali who
himself consumes boiled water
ﬁlpﬂm cnﬂg;._trn that such

wastage on water
buuﬁ:ng nrﬁ a:nﬂlh%?I purposes
might invite severe gas crisis
in near future. He pointed out
a double burner oven in Dhaka
city was consumn ., ON an av-
erage, 147 cft gas a month
against an estimated require-
ment of 86.56 cft. "Wastage is
enormous”, he said.

WASA. however, claims the
water they supple hundred
per cent pure. Md Anwarul
Karim, Superintendent
Engineer of WASA, said the
water being pum out from
the under-groun uifer was
usually pure. In aat?ditinn. he

said. bleaching powder and

EVeEr, there are some
Bangladeshi manufacturers
who are t[Il;ﬂarm to export
some of their products to In-
dia. According to them the
hindrance is not only this
coufiterveiling duty but also re-
strictive import regulations in
India. ;

I am of the opinion that The
Daily Star sh have a round-
table conference on trade issue
within SAARC countries to
{;ilghlight the above issue fur-

er.

Zahed Rasul :
Siddheshwari, Dhaka

Objective history of
Bangladesh

Sir, I felt compulsion to
write this letter after reading
Mr A M Mahmood's letter pub-
lished in June 29, 1996 issue
of The Daily Star under the ti-
tle "Never underestimate...”. |
fail to understand why Awami
League government's agenda to
amend the school textbooks to
stop distortion of the history of
Bangladesh "sounds ominous"
to Mr Mahmood. Do not the
school students of Bangladesh
have the right to know undis-
torted history of their coun
Is it not the responsibility of a
government committed to the
ﬁirit of our glorious Liberation

ar to put an end to the
planned disinformation and
mggmfnrg;aupn campaign car-
ried on those in power for
the last 21 87?7
Mr Mahmood writes: "The
children must not be confused
and should be presented with
only I;hn::u.ﬁ-w: facts -that are ac-
ceptable to eve like the
1971 war of i:-u:I'g"l::u?i‘t:fl'}|r Pakistan
without exaggeration, but in
the process we should net try
to t whole of Pakistan as a
nation of wvillains, or for that
matter, whole of India as a na-
tion of angels for all times to
come.” Should not the school
students be told the historic
fact that Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman declared the
independence of Bangladesh
and General (then Major) Ziaur
Rahman announced it over ra-
dio on behalf of bandhu
simply because a number
of people don't feel comfort-
able with the fact?
. should not the school
ren be told that Pakistani

is not

chlorine are periodically used
in water tanks. Interest :
Karim admitted he drinks
boiled water at home

According to Kartm and his

c ues, water gets contam-
inat in s lines and
thereafter in underground

reservoirs or in water tanks of
the customers. "In many of the

houses, tanks are not cleaned
regularly, many of them re-
main unwash for years to-
ether,” said Kabiruddin

med, Public Information

Officer of WASA. uently,
bacteria and va:incuo:‘ﬁcmi
ganisms grow in the tanks-and
reservoirs that contaminate

water with germs causing vari-
ous con ous diseases like
diarrhgea and dysenteries.

Dr Moinul Hossain of the
Department of Appropriate
Technology
University of Engineering and
Technology (BU said leak-
age in supply lines was con-
taminating water. He said wa-
ter pipes were weak and de-
veloped innumerable leaks.

According to experts in
WASA, old water lines. in-

occupation forces committed
genocide and raped our
women du nine months of
war in 1971 and that India
helped us in our war against
occupation forces? Which facts
are " eration” to Mr Mah-
meod — that Pakistani occupa-
tion forces and their collabora-
tors killed 3 million Bangalees
including intellectuals and
raped thousands of women?
Mr Mahmood mentions our
liberation war as "1971 war of
ours with Pakistan"”.

Enamul Hug
340. Free School Street,

Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Iskander Mirza

Sir, Iskander Mirza of Mur--
shidabad was the governor of
East Pakistan and later presi-
dent of Pakistan. Recently, I
had the opportunity to r an
article about Iskander Mirza as
published in a premier daily of
Dhaka. The writer has por-
trayed Iskander Mirza S-

ing his darkside as a politician. '

However, the university of
Dhaka conferred Honora
Doctorate of PhﬂusnTh_‘,r (PhD
to this personality. | want to
knew through your columns
what was the reason behind
this PhD degree and what are
the contents or citation pre-

by learned educationists
Dhaka University while
proposing such honour? |1 am
sure that many of those educa-
tionists are still alive and they
may like to throw some -111_th

er

of

- on this tnPic this PhD o

ings !

Ahmedul Alam :
14, Eskatan Garden, Dhaka

1000

Peace and prosperity

Sir, We are very happy to
know that Begum Khaleda Zia
had sent flowers to Sheikh
Hasina with congratulations
and hest wishes on her success
i the election. This gesture
was gracious and implys her
willingness to remain in good
terms. :

We hope that as the leader
of the opposition political
party m Khaleda Zia will
act sensibly and will be able to
erase the grim picture we have
about opposition political par-
ties. People s know that

of Bangladesh -

“ the history of

stalled 50 ago, are mainly
rnponﬂbl!fnrnmumm

of water as they deve
cracks. Due to lack of

equipment and fund con-

straints, WASA finds it diffi-

cult to detect the leaks and

most cases, contaminated wa-

ter into the WASA pipes
through leaks.

However, WASA ex="
pect that the

likely to undertake a
with financial assistance
the World Bank to detect the
leaks in water lines.

Some experts, however,
said the gystem of centrally
controlled water supply was
not workable for a ﬁ city
like Dhaka. They said decen-
tralisation of supply with area-
wise distribution of grid was
the answer. Detection of faults
in lines and their correction
will be far easier in a decen-
tralised system. :

Safety of water in university

opposition does not mean that

it will oppose everything the
government does, as we have -

seen in the last few years, but
they will oppose those stepg of
the government which in their
judgement may not be benefi-
cial to the country. The oppo-
sition should give ideas and
cooperate with the govern-
ment where country’'s welfare
is concerned.

We hope that present =
sition p cal party will be
able to erase the fears we have
about opposition activities —
hartals, blockades, ashahajog
andolon aanxfd des Xy of gov-
ernment C 5
They may say pﬂl:at thprﬂhl::drtfn
do it to materialise de-
mand of a caretaker govern-
ment to hold a free and fair
election. But does the end al-
ways justify the means?

I wonder why people want
to come to wer. We see in
Bangladesh
those who were in power had
to sulfer a vegr grim fate,

May the Illl%hlj' Allah be

with the people of Bangladesh.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad

Chittagong
Secularism and
nationalism
Sir, Every
harbours le of diverge be-
liefs. Therefore no modern
state can morally be commu-
nal, Our motherland
Bangladesh — harbours about
86 per cent Muslims and 14
per cent non-Muslims. The
constitution of the People's
Republie of Bangladesh had
secularism as one of the four
state principles. But through
the 5th amendment our secu-
lar state has been made half-
communal and through the 8th
amendment we became a
cormmunal nation. The consti-
tution builder AL is back te
power. So we wish that our
state policy will not discrimi-
nate against even a citi-
zen, let alone about 16 million
non-Muslims. However, our
majority Muslims will perform

their religious rights faithfully
and the minority non-Muslims

will do their's si . In his
final h to the nation. the
Chief r of the outgoing

in
parallel with lelrtnfe
augments the prob cm’ilpﬁ:

modern state -

caretaker governmen! had
ernment to formulate some

mm IBmﬁahlJ ﬁ:rh mﬂlte l:-d
clf did his seif-styied job
se S -

well). _

" incorporated B-:
galee nationalism as one of our
state principles. However
B hi nationalism re-

laced nationalism

T!ht:r by the 5th amendment.
; t must
(Rt Twice Tatoe che

our nationality. Because

the s are not B.n-ni
galees, about 3 per *cent
them are nnnﬂlnfllan. while
many Bangalees live beyond
our glttﬂl&tiﬂﬂ] border.

As secularism cannot snatch
majority Muslim's Islam so
cannot i nationality
our age-old culture.
Both secularism and
Bangladeshi nationalism are

required to guard against racial
d?gcrimlnaﬂon.

M A S Molla
Member, BAAS, Dhaka

Is Iraq mightiest in
the world?

Sir, Everytime UN Inspect-
ing officials visiting Iraq and
co back with a statement

cmﬂdmtmlpmt-l‘
the arsenals and

weapons.
is still hiding ; :I‘;’ﬂ

to understand the reason of
hiding the wea from the
in s. [raq has al-
ready destroyed many of fts
weapons and chemicals. It is

that they

not known how many more
arsenals are there. ether
those stocks and are

weapons
sufficient enough te destroy
one or two countries.

] know there are man
countries in the world whie

are npunyﬁ‘ testing nuclear
we s. There are
in world which openly

clined to signt the nuclear
treaty. What UN could
these countries. It is only
case of Iraq economic sanc-
tions is going on the plea of
hidden weapons.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhary
153 Lake Circus, Kalabagan.
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