i

US Defence Secretary William Perry (L) speaks during a joint press conference with Bosnian
President Alija Izetbegovic (R) following their talks at the presidency In Sarajevo on

Wednesday.

ERIErny

Perry

arrives in Slovenia: us pefence

Secretary William Perry said on Wednesday Slovenia was a
strong candidate to be in the first group of ex-communist

nations to join an enlarged NATO. Reuter reports from Bled.

Perry. who arrived in Slovenia from Bosnia on the third
day of a European tour. said a decision on the enlargement of
the 16-member Atlantic alliance could be made at a summit

of NATO government leaders in the first half of 1997 "It is
my estimate that they would be ready to move ahead with

accession at that summit meeting in the first half of 1997
Perry told a news conference in Slovenia's Alpine resort of

Bled. He was unable to say what the final outcome would be.

S Korean Parliament opens: south

Karea's National Assembly opened Thursday after being
paralysed for nearly a mont
elections, AP reports from Seoul.

Opposition legislators blocked the scheduled June 5

in a dispute over April's

ning. demanding that the government apologise for what

they said was its unfair handling of the legislative elections.

Physical clashes and shputing matches occurred several times

when ruling party lawmakers, whq enjoy a tnajority, tried in

vain to elect a new speaker, the legislature's ftrst order of
business.

US to honour u::l31 Peres:
Shimon Peres of Israel and Kin Huuacm of Jordan first met
secretly in 1987 in London to draft an agreement they hoped
would lead to a comprehensive peace, AP reports from
Philadelphia.

They met again clandestinely in 1993 to set the stage for a
Ff:'ll"? treaty. signed the next year, ending the state of war
between the two countries and laying the ground work for
economic cooperation. The two men's efloris are being
recognised Thursday with the Philadelphia Libe Medal. an
award intended to honor ple and groups that demonstrate
leadership and vision th tﬂcopursult of conscience or freedom
from oppression. ignorance or deprivation.

8 killed in Indian road mishagé

Eight persons. including seven-from a family, were killed
seven others seriously HHUI‘H‘I in a collision between a
matador and a truck near Ajang village on Dhule-Parola road
in Dhule distriet Wednesday, according to a report reaching
Nasik yesterday PT] reports from Nasik India.

Hiralal Gupta, hafling from hﬁ.li‘t?a'pur in Akola Taluka.
alorig with his family was proceeding in the matador to Shirdi
on a pilgrimage. The deceased have been identified as Sonam

Umashankar Gupta. Sharda Gupta, Gajanan Pophale, Santosh *

Gupta, Swaty Gupta, Sarika Gupta. Four persons died on the

spot, while lour others succumbed to their injuries on the
way to hospital

11 members of a Pak family killed:

Eleven members of a r.iml]r including rhiidr:n were knifed
to death by unknown assailants yesterday while they slept in
their home. the official Associated Press of Pakistan (APP)
news agency reported. AFP says from Islamabad.

Police have launched an investigation into the incident,
which took place In a village in the district of Faisalabad in
Punjab province

StOl‘e ﬁl‘e killﬁ 8 in Ohio: Eight pwople

were reportedly killed Wednesday when a lire swept throu
ain Ohio tireworks sitore possibly alter children played with

fireworks officials sald. AFP reports lrom Washington

Mathy Cosco spokeswoman for the nearby Cabell Hunting-
ton Hospital in West Virginia said there were reports that
eight people including several children l{)cnnhtd in the accl
dent. The blaze occurred al Ohio river {ireworks in Scottown
Ohio on the day before the US Independence Day holiday. In
advance of whichh many fireworks are sold

Sierra Leone army chief rﬂ)laced.

Sierra Leone s new civihan government has re ed the West
Alncan country's Chiel ol Defence Staff and army Chief of
Stafl, Information Minister George Branda Thomas said on
Wednesday Reuter reports from Freetown

Chief of Defence Staff Brigadier Joy Turay had been re
placed by Colonel Hassan Conteh, currently rector of Mili-
tary Operations the minister told a news conference

Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole (R/ shakes
hand with former US President Ronald Reagan (L) at
Reagan s office in Century City Wednesday Dole met with
Reagan during a campaign and book signing visit to Los

Angeles —AFP/UNB photo

— AFP/UNB phutur

. Tibet

organised mass

China flood death
toll rises to 206

HANGZHOU, China July 4 :
The death toll in China's worst
flooding for 50 years rose io
206 today, as the army mo-
bilised hundreds of thousands
of troops to with devasta-
tion that has left millions
homeless. reports AFP.

In the Zhejiang, in the
sﬁuthcast officials reuerated

peals for international aid
tr:r confirming that 43 -
ple had been killed and 13
were still missing as the result
of severe flooding in northern
areas of the TiCE.

Around 6,000 troops had
been braught in to cope with
the disaster that has already
caused damage estimated at
3.758 hjllion yuan (450 million
dollars). said Li Shimin, Q:(Fu
ty Director of the foreign -
rs Department in the provi-
ncial capital, Zheji

More than 10 mil ion peo-
ple have been affected in east-
ern and southern Chin?_d aft?r
waters began rising Satu n
the provinces uf Anhui, Zl."rx
jiang. Jiangzi and Guizhou.
with some 764,000 people
completely cut off.

Thai govt
reshuffles
cabinet

BANGKOK., July 4: Thai
Prime Minister Banharn Silpa-
archa reshuffled his Cabinet
Thursday for the fourth time in
his first year in office. reports
AP,

The move was necessary to

s#pravide mintsterial sts to
~the Prachakorn Thai ai Cit-
izens) Party, which pulled out

of the ruling coalition in mid-
June only to announce Sunday

‘ that it was returning to the

fold.

Banharn's seven-party
coalition, which now com-
mands 232 ol the 39] seats in
the Lower House of Parlia-
ment. has suffered from insta-
bility since it came to power In
a July 1995 election.

Several parties within the

coalition are rivals. and fac
tions within the prime minis-
ter's own Chart al (Thal Na-

tion) Party have pressured him
for more power within the
government

Those ifactions occasional
have threatened Lo bolt. whic
would leave Banharn's party
without a majority in Parlia
men! and force a new election

‘Nepal's foreign
policy making
China suspicious’

KATHMANDU, July 4: A ke

opposition leader here sa

ednesday Nepals loreign
policy was making China sus-

picious articularly with re
gard m betan refugees, re-
ports AP

‘China is suspicious with
the present government be-
cause it thinks Nepal is allow-
ing Tibetan refugees sheltered
here to carry on anti-China ac
tivities as well as their "free
movement.” sald Man
Mohan Aclhi car

The leader of the Nepal
Communist Party-United
Marxist and Leninist, the main
opposition party, told parlia-
ment in Kathmandu that the
ruling coalition pgovernment
should ensure it retains cordial

relations with both China and

India
The Himalayan Kingdom
should also stick to its non-
aligned policy and think more
about its involvement in the
South Asian Association f{or
jonal Cooperation [(SAARC)
kan said

Bomb explodes
In Yangon

YANGON, July 4. A bomb
exploded in the centre of the
capital under a government-
erected billboard denocuncing
pro-democracy activists, state
media said Thursday reports

AP
A radio and television
Announcement said the

expiosion occurred Wednesday
afternoon in a p.lrk fmnung
the US Embassy No casualties
or arrests were rrpurtrd The
bomb went off under a billb-
oard with slogans attacking
foreign interference in Myan
mar s internal affairs and
stooges of foreign elements.”
The board had been t up
June 9 along with ot in
Yangon criticising a prr:n
democracy movement headed
by Aung San Suu Kyi, The
military run government also

rallies to
attark her

MOSCOW, July 4: President
Boris Yeltsin, father of Russia's
reforms, won a resounding
election wvictory over his
Communist rival today and
headed back to the Kremlin
for four more years. reports
Reuter. '

With 92 per cent of the vote
counted from Wednesday's
second round run off, electoral
officials said Yeltsin had an
unassailable lead of 53.55 per
cent to 40.55 for Communist
challenger Gennady Zyuganov.

"We can say with absolute
confidénce Yhat Boris Yeltsin
has been re-elected for a sec-
ond tesm."” a Russian television
commentator said.

The endorsement of
Yeltsin, 65, as supreme leader
in the world s biggest country
represented a huge personal
triumph for the pro-reform
president who in the last
stages of campaigning was also
battling ill health.

The Burly, white-haired
former construction engineer,

International

Yeltsin re-elected president

first elected in June 1991, had
urged his people not to allow
the Communists back into the
Kremlin,

But he was f[ought every
step of the campaign by
Zyuganov, a 5H52-year-old na-
tionalist-leaning Communist,
who tapped a deep pool of re-
seniment among millions at
the hardships caused by
Yeltsin's reforms. :

Some analysts said that
though Zyuganov had beep

ndly beaten, to win two
fifths of the vote could still be
seell as a strong success for a
party which [ive years ago
seemed destined for the dust-
bin of history.

Despite unceriainty over
Yeltsin's health as he embarks
on four more years in power,
his Western backers and finan-
cial markets breathed a sigh of
relief at the outcome.

Western pgovernments had
been nervous at the prospect
of the Communists regaining
contrpl of Russia and its nu-

clear arsenal and rolling back

reforms. despite £yuganov's

denials that he would/do so.
F'I'EEiI-ldEl'll‘ Bill Clinton pra-

ised the election as a "triumph
for democracy’. The Japanese
Foreign Ministry welcomed
the outcome but expressed
concern over Yeltsin's health.
Yeltsin picked up votes

from supporters of law-and-
order a
Lebed,
third in the first round. Yeltsin
had won them over by promot-
ing Lebed, a retired paratroop
general, to a top security job in
the Kremlin.

vocate Alexander
who finished a strong

"The gap ... grew in

Yeltsin's favour mainly because
of supporters of Alexander

Lebed.” said Dmitry Oreshkin,

~a top analyst for the Central

Electoral Commission.

Yeltsin won most districts
in the Far Easl and Siberia and
his native Urals region and
more than 70 per cent of t
vote in Moscow and St
Petersburg, bedrock of his
support. He even carried some
areas won by Zyuganov in the
June 16 first round.

Zyuganov took areas south
of Moscow in the communist
"red belt" and in disaffected
Siberian mining districts.

Yellsin was back at work in
the Kremlin early today, Itar-
Tass news agency said.

aie Lhaily Mar 5

Zyuganov avoided reporters’all
night and declined substantive
comment when finally corn-
ered.

Yeltsin, a former Soviet
Politburo member who dum-
ped Communism to preside
over democratic reforms in
independent Russia, clawed
back Irom new year opinion
ratings which had given him
less than 10 per cent ol the
vote.

Meanwhile Boris Yeltsin, re-
elected Russian president,
reappointed Victor Cherno-
myrdin as his prime minister
today and asked him to form a
new government, ltar-Tass
news agency said.

President Boris Yeltsin ap-
eared on Russian television

today to thank voters for re-
turning him to power and said
the elections had bheen free

and fair.

International ohservers saicl
today that Russia's second
round presidential election
had been Iree and fair.

China is a tested, trusted
friend of Pakistan: Leghari

ISLM{ABAD July 4: Military

cﬂ?ératmn between Pakistan

China has’gained "greater

significance” since the United

States halted arms sales, ac-

t:urding to Pakistani President
D%Lcﬂ;han reports AFP.

ari made thf: remarks

late

here, in which he also made a
veiled warning Pakistan would
balk at signing a global nuclear
test-ban treaty unless rival In-
dia was also committed to it.

In a slap at the United
States. which suspended mili-
tary cooperation with Pakistan
"in October 1990 in punish-
ment for its nuclear 0-
gramme, Leghari said: "China
is a tested and trusted friend.”

"It has extended suppeort to
Pakistan in many ways and at

ednesday in a speech to 4
the National Defence College

critical times in our history."
he said.

"Cooperation with China in
the defence and strategic fie-
lds has acquired even greater
significance in the context of
the wvirtual rupture of our
defence relationship with the
us.”

The remarks came only
nine days after Chinese Pre-
mier Li Peng mel in Beijjing
with Pakistan's Army Chief of
Stall, General Jehanpir Kara-
niat, and declared the friendly
Lies between their two armed
lorces would continue.

US intelligence has con-
cluded that Pakistan has de-
ployed nuclear-capable Chi-
nese M-11 missiles, the Wash-
ington Times newspaper said

last month, in a report denied
by Pakistan.

Washington also suspects
China sold Paklstan specialised
ring magnets used in produc-
ing nuclear weapons. Bult it de-
cided against sanctions, after it
concluded that top Chinese ol-
ficiuls were unaware of the
sale. and agreed to stop such
technology transfers in the fu-
ture.

Leghari also gave the clear-
est signal about Islamabad's
slance on the test-ban treaty
being negotiated in Geneva,
where a deadline has been set
for conclusion by the year's
r:nd

"Pakistan's signature and
adherence to the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
would depend on our confi-
dence that all nuclear- weapon
and r:apah.'[e states would join
the treaty”. he warned

US, European govts urge
Al-Faran to free hostages

NEW DELHI. July 4: The USs
and three European govern-
ments appealed Thursday to
Kashmiri militants to prove
their, four Western hostages
are still alive, one year after
they were abducted while hik-
ing in the Indian Himalayas,
reports AP,

There were conflicting ac-
counts of whether the kidnap-
pers belonging to the Al-Faran
separalist group had carried
out their threat to kill the

hostages if India refused to re-

lease jailed militants in ex-
rhanqt‘ for their freedom.

"End the uncertainty that
causes so much pain to their
families and loved ones.” said
the US Embassy in a statement
released also 'on behalf of Bri-
tain, Germany and Norway.

The statement condemned
the spate of kidnappings.
which began last July 4. as "an
assault on free people every-

where.”

It said "kidnapping. terror-
ism and murder are tactics
that discredit those who seed
a better future for Kashmir and
gain nothing lor those who
ernploy them.

Releasing the hostages
would "aid the cause of peace
and reconciliation in Kashmir."

Other recent appeals by the
f',nvernmtnts and by the
1ostages families have bheen
met with silence from Al-
Faran.,

In Washington. State De-
partment spokesman Nicholas
Burns said Werdnesday the
United States was operating on
the assumption that hostages
were still alive.

There has been no direct
contact with the kidnappers
since last November.

In December. the guerillas
claimed the hostages were
killed during a raid

'Y

. said today. repo

College seniors pick up leaflets of recruitment guide after a seminar offered by Tokvo

metropolitan governgrent Thursday

The

spring officially kicked off July |

e
recruiting season for students to graduate next

AFP/UNB photo

[sraeli PM creates new post for Sharon

Netanyahu W1]]1ng to meet
Assad to revive peace talks

WﬁHHIHHTl(}N July 4
Israeld Prime Minister Ben
jarmin Netanyahu says he Is
willing to meet Syrian Pres
ident Halez Assad anywhere
even in Damascus, in order to
revive the stalled peace
process between the (two
countries, reports AV

In an appearance o1 (NN s
"“Larry King Live.” Netanyahu
sald he would be prepared 1o
make a historic trip to Syria_ al
‘any ume,

!{Iflan ahu Laped the inter
view early Wednesday for i
terna*ional broadcast

US-mediated peace talks in
Maryland between 'Israel and
Syria broke off in March after a
series of suicide bomb attacks
in Israel by Arab mililants
claimed 63 lives

The prospects for renewing
the talks are remote and
there is no indication Assad
would be willing to meet
Netanyahu, anytime soor
Damascus is seething al
Netanyahus vow not to return
the Golan Heights., which

Israel captured from  Syria in

1967 in return lor 4 peace
ireaty between the two na
Hons

Asked by King whether he
woirlld be willing to enmalate
Egyvptian leader Anwar Sadit
who Iin 1997 stunned the
world by making the lirst Lrip
by arn Arab leader to Israel
Netlanyahu repled Yes, Lhe
ATNSWED IS Vs

1 the past, Netanyahu has
blatmed Syria lor a serigs ol al
tacks by Arab guerillas on
Israeli troops in ai lsraeli o«
cupied zone i1l southerrs
Lebanon in which ddozens ol
soldters have died

In the interview  Netanyahu
stressed tharl his top priornty
11}, any evelitial talks with the
Syriarns would be an agreement
o prevent turther attacks in
the bhulfer zone

'This ts something that |
think would be conducive to
wace and to o bullding ol trust
wiween Israel and 5Syria,
Metanyvahu said

“Netanvahu refused Lo say

whelher he would order Lthe
withdrawal of lsraeli lroops
fromi Hebron the last West
Hank city under lsraell occon
pPatiorn saying only that he
would handle the situation
wisely, | hope, and certainly
verv caretully

PEdte a2 the Apreemenl

signed between lsrael and the
Falestinian Liberation
Orpanisalion last fall the
Israehi lroops were supposed
to pull out freen Palestinian ar
eas O the city by March

Meanwhile Prime Minister
Benjarmin Netanvahu has cre
atecd a powerful post in his
governniesn! lor Artel Sharon
the combative X gf-ur'l‘rﬂ A
hiampron ol lewish settlers in
the West Bank and (Gaza Strip
Igrael relio sak] Thiursday

Sharon accepted the paost
that wall put ham in charge of
whal was previously ralled the

Energy and Infrastructure
Ministry as well as rallroads
wadater and sewage. the radio
Aclclerd

Telecast of adult movies banned

Court urges Indian govt to
stop 'cultural invasion'

NEW DELHI, July 4: An [n-

dian ecourt has banned the
telecast of adult movies on
state-owned television and
urged the government to stop
the “cultural invasion' by for-
eign channels, newspapers
rts AFP.
Chiel Metropolitan M:-IEIE
trate Prem Kumar also said in
a3 rulimg on Wednesday that
even soap operas and adver-
tisements on television would
henceforth need to obtain cer-
tificates from the Censor
Boartl.

The judge urged Doordar-
shan the Indian television sta-
tion. to file a report by July 31
detailing its compliance of the
court order.

Kumar said "every serial,
programme, film... and adver-
tisement’ would have to dis-
play a "U" certificate from the
Lensor Board to prove that it
was it for universal viewing

He asked the censors 1g be

‘extra sensitive so that scenes
degrading or denigrating
women are not presented in
any manner and that songs
carrying dual meanings cater-
ing to the basic instincts are
not allowed”,

The judge pressed the gov-

ernment to take measures 1o

stop “ebseene’ and wurlgar pro-
ramimges’ abdegedly beamed by
oreign television channels

The government will have
to initiate a clear policy to stop
the cultural invasion "he said
in a 24-page order in respoise
lo a petition by an activist, who
alleged that adult movies and
serials were flooding televi-
sior,

"Threats to the ageless In-
dian culture and ethos are not
less serious than threats to its
political sovereignty and inde-
pendence. Kumar said.

Kumar's order comes three
days alter the first adult telewvi-
sion channel began.

Off the Record

Nanny controversy

WASHINGTON

lsrael’'s new Prime Mimister Benjamin Ne

tanvahu i1s turning his tirst official visit to Washington next
week into a family trip. and he says it's partly because of his

Loany controversy: reporis AP,
talk show host Larry King about the altatr,

Asked by CNN

which Netanvahu's wile Sarah allegedly tired their children s
nanny lor hlirTI'FI'II..' 5 ;H'lt 'l"lf "rU'll‘ the prime minister H"[lli[‘!]
¥

that! the media blew

Lire

domestic matter ont ol

proportion because he's a |Hih]|| ligure

']l bet

saicl

that among your worldwide
severdl thousand maids being fired right now '
And they would not make 'Larry King Live

there are
Netanvahu

audience

When King asked why the newly elected prime minister
was bringing his family along on his first official visit to the

Linited States next wee
Will for the thing.

. Netanyahu replied
| don't have

a nannyt”

Real crocodile in luggage!

LOS ANGELES When lederal agents stopped Toru Hatton

At the airpert
real crocodile inside
The croc didnt survive

it wasnt to admire his luggage,
authorities said, reports AP
(On Wednesday

but to rescue a

LIS Attorney Nors

Manella announced a three-connt indictment against the 349

vear old

officials

Japsan
Hiut on

Japanese citizen
that he wasnt

lune 149

Hattori allegedly told US Customs
bringing

any hive animals i trom

agents discovered a hive Siamese crocodile

iiside his checked luggage, a proseciutor said The replile can

be {ound in Southeast Asia

mostly

in Vietnam. The reptile

can survive [or davs without food or water

The little crocodile was inside a cloth bag i a bux lapped
shiuit but with airholes punched tlirough one side. prosecutor

Fatricia Beaman said

Int'l confce

BOSTON, July 4. The ]1th
iInternational Conlerence on
AIDS opens Sunday in Canada
with something entirely new
in the brief history of the epi
demic' a barely containable
sense of optimism, reports AP

The euphoric shift in mood
s as dramatir — and as sur

I SAn as the scientific
E:eakt roughs that triggered
it For the first time. the idea
is beginning to sink in that
HIV I not be a death sen
tenice after all

People are much more
enthusiastic about what we
have to offer.” said Dr_ John G
Bartlett of Johns Houpkins Uni
versity in Maryland "We have
had an avalanche of new drigs
The pe on is that we (an
mucm'::: effectively deal
with the virus ~

There might even be and
this word is at last being said
out loud — the possibility of a

CLUTre
Moreover, experts see the
first i;]nmnr-r ithat AIDS can be

turnéd back 1n the developing
world., teo. even in places
where the new AIDS drugs are
too expensive to make much
difference. Condom campaigns
at last ap,_rear to be slowing the
spread of the virus in Alrica
and Asia

Such changes weoere virtually
unimaginable two years ago
when the conference was last
held in Yokohama Japan. The
outlook then could hardly have
heenn more bleak The avallable
AIDS medicines warked po
r}r|"1|l' if at all 411¢d mothing
much better seemed likely

Hut in the last six months
the momentum has turned
(e news has surldenly become
m.iuni‘ ingly guod  As 15 000
yeop Hiur in Vancouver
lﬂihh ( -tlll.ll'l‘i.h!!l from 125 co

untries to talk about AlLYS
‘

almosi
ble

The key discovery is the
power of combining AIDS me
dicines. Alone. none ol these
drugs does much Together
they seem 1a stop the virus
cold

We now know that the
drugs we have can work lai
hetter than we had hoped. For
many patients. this will be a
much more treatable iliness
said Ir Cal Cohen. who treats
AllYS at the Harvard Comimu
nity Health Plan in Boslon

anything seems possi

|

How treatable? More spe
cilic evidence is r*u]u-:lﬂl al
this woeek s mweeting Huat niany

of those o the tront lines ol
AlDYS seem Lo agrvee o with [y
William: Paul he.' af the LIS

(MMNice oA AIDS idesci o h

I can dmagine that e e
theraples will put us Tt
sition where AlIDS Iwog

I'mne 5

chronic. manageable dise
he sand

in these doctors view. AlDS
mav well become something
like diabetes or high hlood
yresstre  (linesses that can be
Lrpl in check with careful
lifelong treatnent

In all nine AIDS drugs are
o1 the LIS market, {ive ol them
introduced in the past hall
vear The most important are
three In & nNew rL.:.-. call-r
wolease Iinhibitors wiitcl
[-Im k one step in HIV's repro
ductive cyecle When combined
with two older AIDS drugs. the
viTus Appears 1o slop
reproducing

People have
vartous three drug combina
Lionis fos about 1R months, and
Y but not all CVery
trace of HIV disappears from
e bloodstiream

We are talking about a
brand new paradigm, which is

*aSe

been taking

on AIDS to begin Sunday in Canada with optimism

1o completely suppress virus
repheation.” saiwd Dr Dovglas D
Richman of the University of
California-San Diego

If the wvirus cannot make
new copies ol itsell, it cannot
destroy Lhe inmmmune systeimm
So in theory, patients should
he able (o hive reasonably
healthy lives, il AlLXS has not
already done inneparable dam
Age

Even though undetectable
however. the virus Is not gone
It lingers quietly inside cells
Butl in time, many ol these in
tected cells will die ofl

If the patient suppresses il
long enough. will the last em
bers ol the virus become ex
tinct so the virus is cured?”
Richman asks "We don't know
(it can be or not.”

A cure S0 seemingly
unachievable, the word bevame
all but taboo. and it still gives
some researchers Lhe shivieers




