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4th of July

The Dxily Star 9

Glorious Fourth

Continuel jrom page 7
did not tell his daughter (hat
some patriots threw rocks
through the windows ol several
houses that were nol illumi-
nated, but several of his con-
temporaries recorded that
fact. '
A Philadelphla ‘editor
summed up the celebration :
*Thus may the Fourth of July,
that glorious and ever memo-
rable day. be celebrated
through America by the sans of
freedom from age to age, 'till
time shall be no more.” That
was the origin of that enduring
appellation, the "Glorious
Fourth.”

After the Revolution and the
adoption of the Constitution,
the July 4 celebration grew

. and spread. Many disbanded

soldiers went west and occu-

pied land in or near small set-
tlements, and they gathered
on Independence Day to dis-
cuss their t in the struggle
for freedom. In 1788,

Philadelphia, then the new na-
tion's capltaj staged one of the
longest and most enduringly
talked-about Independence
Day parades in American his-
tory. Called "the Great Federal
Procession,” it was only a part
of the celebration, which
honoured both the signing of
the Declaration and adoption
of the Constitution.

As the' years passed, celebra-
tion of the Glorious Fourth
spread through every state and
territory. By 1810, there were
elaborate observances in all the
major cities. That year the offi-
cial celebration in Boston. held
in the morning at the Old
South Meeting House. was
. preceded by a huge military

ade from the statehouse
through the main streets of
the city. The address was de-
liver by Boston's noted
Reverend William Ellery
Channing. In the afternoon, a
second parade was staged by
the I?hunkcr Hill AasE:latiun
and ¢ Youn g Re icans
:rpuucrmd to

Eﬂﬂ pcrsnns in Fanueil Hall.
That evening on the common,
a great fireworks display was

by more than 10,000,

:lm‘iﬂuﬂ Fourth celebrations

throughout the nation largely
embraced the same general
events — parades. gun salutes,
bands, speeches, patriotic
songs, ball gamrs dinners and
picnics, an

— but from time to time and

place to place. unusual features

were enjoved. In rural areas,

walermelon-eating and pie-
eating contests. potato-sack

races and greased-pig-catching

competitions were popular. In
some tawns. children paraded
on decorated bicycles and
adults raced bicycles; in a few
areas of the West, rodeo exhi-

bitions and competitions were

the big attraction. In all com-
munities it was considered a

great honour to be chosen as

the main speaker of the day;
each year, Daniel Webster left
whatever duties he was occu-

ied with at the time in

ashington, DC, and hurried
back to his hometown,
Salisbury, New Hampshige. to
deliver a two-hour oration.

The town of Lititz, in east-
ern Pennsylvania, developed a

part_lc'ularlv beautiful manmer of

observing - the Fourth. Each
winter the residents made
thousands of tallow candles in
tin molds and saved them unfil
the fdllowing July te illumine
Lititz Spring Park on,k the
evening of the Fourth after the
afternoon Baby Parade. In that
parade many young children,
all dressed in patriotic cos-
tumes, rode around the park
on small. decorated floats. As
- darkness approached. boys lit
the candles, many of which
were set afloat, an ngs and
speeches and "playing in the
Park in candielight” continued
into the night.

On July 4, 1826, exactly 50
ears after the adoption of the
eclaration of Independence,
both Thomas Jefferson, the

chief designer of the docu-
ment. ahd John Adams, the

man who was so confident that |,
it would forever be celebrated.

died. (Jefferson, at his Virginia
home. Monticello, died a few
hours before Adams. in Quincy.

fireworks displays

Massachusetis. Adams was re-
gorted to have exclaimed, just
efore he died, "Thomas
Jefferson still' survives'). The
deaths of these survivors of the
signers, sald a Boston resident.
turned the patriotic obser-
vance "into a sad time of
mourning as well as of
Independence rf-itbratiun it
was a strange, mystifying mix-
fure that a t’l.t‘ us all sum-
ner. "

The Grand Centennial

The Glorious Fourth had a
sgler.did birthday party in
Philadelphia during the 1876
Centennial Exposition. The
exposition itself. which

opened on May 20 and ran for
six months, had a record at-

‘tendance of nearly ten million;

and, with its many cultural and
educational exhibits spread
over 465 acres (188ha) at
Fairmont Park, it served to
broaden the viewpoint of
Americans in many ways.

Th®e were other large cel-

ebrations around the country
on the centennial of the

Declaration, but most were
patterned more for enjovment
than education, and several
had unique features. One, at.

neighbouring settlements in
Southern California in which
all houses and businesses were
decorated with greenery, was
claimed to be the longest pa-

rade ever staged. The
marchers included veterans of

the Mexican War, people of
many nationalities, and mem-
bers of every organization in
the territory. Decorated flats
carried girls representin
Liberty, Peace, Columbia an

Plenty.
In Windsor, Connecticut, at

a large public meeting some
days before the 1876 Fourth,
thg town gratefully accepted

offer of residents of the

"Rainbow and Poquonock sec-

tion of Windsor" to provide a
"grand centennial picnic to be
held on the DBroad Street
green.” A public invitation was
issued to "all inhabitants of
Windsor, irrespective of,
colour, age. condition or pecu-

liarity of political and religious
opinions.” The host citizens
busied themselves renting
tents and tables and arranging

. lasted far into the night.

« were being killed and injured

fer music, bell ringing, cannon
firing and fireworks, Women -
from many sections of Windsor
joined in to prepare food.

A ntwsgaper reported on
July 3 at everybody in
Windsor was going to pray that
night for good weather. The
next morning "the sun rose on
a cloudless day" that began
with cannon fire on Plymouth
Meadow and an hour of bell
ringing. Broad Street green
and al surr:ﬁnding buildings
were decorated with flags,
banners, flowers, and red,
white and bhlue drapery. The
several "main events" of the
day varied from "a grand caval-
cade of fantastics, represent-
ing all the character& ideous
and otherwise, that ever, ex-
isted or were supposed to have
existed” to a parade of huge,
decorated carriages — one
large enough to hold 66 pas-
sengers — carrying citizens
including 50 young women
representing the state and
military war veterans. Each
events was preceded by music,
much of which was vocal, with
the audience joining in. .

After the offficial pro-
gramme, an enormous picnic
meal was served in a tent seat-
ing a thousand: the remainder
of the diners sat in the shade
outside. After dinner there
were mbre speeches and more
music. The day ended, of
course, with fireworks that

For over a century following
1776, fireworks were a major
part of every Glorious Fourth
celebration. Only gradually did
the population become aware
of how many persons inexperi-
enced in hapd]ing fireworks

and how many fires wéte being
started. Nevertheless, the
move for "a safe and sane
Fourth” did not gain much
headway wuntil the Chicago
Tribune began to collect
statistics and demand a safer
way of celebrating. It took a
few years for the campaign to
be effective, but it did succeed,
The loss of life by fireworks
fell from 466 in 1903 to 215
in 1909; there . however,
nearly 5,000 inju by fire-
works in that period, the ma-
jority by giant firecrackers. In

1903, Springfield,
Massachusetts, forbade the
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AIRCONDITIONERS
CREATING A COMFORT ZONE

Over four decades
in
Bangladesh

Sole Agent

ali automobiles limited

sale of fireworks entirely, with
the result that threre were 10
deaths, injuries or fires on the
Fourth, Many states and most
communities eventually
banned the indiscriminate sale
of fireworks, substituting
lanned displays sponsored by
ocal organizations and han-
dled by experienced persons

Some old-timers com-
plained that they longed for
the "old. freewheeling, excit-
ing. 24 hours of nonstop hoise
and fire,” but nobody*paid any
attention. Thanks to the
Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution, |
Americans had the right to
complain if they chose, and
their fellow citizens had a
right to ignore those com-
plaints 1 ‘they consfdered that
the right thing to do. Happy
Birthday, America
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PEGGY ROBBINS has been
writing about America’s cul
tural and military heritage Jor
more than 30 years. She lives |
in Gulfport. Mississippi !
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Education in the US [ __ reommie:

School Expenditures (millions ol dollars-]1988)
$308.800

Continued from page 7

cent choose to altend privatle

schooling combined consists of
12 years ol classes (not coumnt
ing kindergarten) which meel
lor about 10 months a year
five days a week and f{ive hours
a day. Almost every elementary
school curriculum includes
English. mathematics, science
social studies, penmanship
music, art and physical educa
tion. Many include classes
teaching basic computer skills
Most secondary schools have a
core curriculum” of English
mathemaltics. science, social
studies and physical educatiorn

schools, for which their fami
lies pay special tuition [ees
Four out ol filve Amierican pri-
vate schools are run by
churches, synagogues or other
religious groups

in addition, schools have for
many vyears received lederal
aid for special purposes. such
as vocational training and
school lunches. In 1965
Congress approved a major
pFHﬁIdHL ol federal support lor
public schools, and federal aid
was extended (o private
schools for the [lirst time

+ Elementary and Secondary 8184 .800 » Colleges and
Universities-8124, 000 |

Enrollment (millions)

* Elementary-29.4 «High School-16.4 « College-12.5
Public and Private School Enrollment (nursery through
college. In millions)

#«Public-49.9 & Private-8.5

Number of Public Schools (] 946)

# Elementary-60 800 « Secondaryv-23.400

Public High School Graduates : 2. 419,700
Microcomputers in Public Schools (percent) : 96.4

» Elementary Schools-86 » Junior High School-98.6
w Sendor Migh Schools-99
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With best wishes from

1
2 Wiy A ey ARCY @racuating from sec Percent High School Graduates Enrolled in College |
subjects ondary school a growing num R = |
About B85 per cent ol ber of Americans go on lo L1986) : 54.8 | |
American students are en higher educaflon The per Earned Degrees : ; | |
rolled im public schools. which ceriiage of high school gradu » Bachelor's-987.823 » Magtler's 288,567 » Doctorate |
are supported by state and lo- ates enrolling in public and 11 £53
cal taxes. The other 15 per private colleges lor instance L ' _/
has increased lrom 404 per
& = k=i - : cent in 1960 to 54 8 per cent |
'I in 1986 American institutions ' |
| of higher education inclugde |« | .
lt ‘ Om lments technical training schools ||
which offer programs in fields | '

ranging frome hairsiyling 1o 1
compuler programming.

" COMMmunity IJ“-I."I.H'!!- which | | !
0 . provide two years ol semipro- 1
iessional training for some .

students ‘and the first two

vears ol college lor others; col- |
leges, offering lour-year bache- | ,
lor degree programs; and uni- |

AR E N CO LI M ' I E D | versities, which ful"llﬂ]h one or i | |
: more colleges and graduate ; |

L [*
. schools offerig masters fu,,| ;

- AND doctoral degree programs :
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On the Occasion of the
220th Anniversary of the

Declaration of Independence of the

| [ncludlng West Africa | the radios in the sand the hiss
} of pop-tops being pulled Not | [}
And all our deliberate and r‘.lfhdn? i
i | fun can quite hide the lon i
. Central Asia (EI'USSH) | day's dn.r4 American silence ‘ {|
; ; The clouds are high wisps of
f icy cirrus; it's cold up there j
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| and grimacing eagle outlined
in phosphorus rather [izzles |

| even though the Independence
Day Observance Commitiee in

| vestedd a cool thousand in it !
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