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Birrny

Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic (R) shakes hand with
Japanese Foreign Minister Yukihiko lkeda (L), as they meet
for talks in the Bosnian Presidency building in Sarajevo on
Tuesday. lkeda currently tours several Eastern European
countries. — AFP/ UNB photo

Benazir to visit ROK from July 22:
Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto will make
visit to South Korea from July 22-24, a spokesman said in
Seoul yesterday, AFP m from Seoul.

Benazir will hold s with President Kim Young-Sam on
bilateral ties and economic cooperation, Kim's spokesman
said. Pakistani officials accom Benazir plan to hold a

business forum to promote investment in Pakistan, he said.

- L[] ] .
30 killed as tram derails in Ukraine:
A tram ran off the rails, smashed into a concrete barrier and
overturned in an eastern Ukrainian city on Tuesday, killing
30 people and injuring about 50. police said. Reuter reports
from Kiev. :
A police spokesman in the r n said the accident oc-
at abeut 6 p.m. rush hour, in the industrial city
of odzerzhinsk as the tram ‘was travel down a steep
slope. am no. 2 was going down a hill when the steerin
mechanism failed. It left the rails, hit the barrier and fli
over,” the spokesman said by telephone. “Thirty people have
been killed and about 50 injured.” .

- - L L L]
12 die in Mexico prison riot: rei
prisoners died and five were unded on Tuesday in the
northwestern city 'of Los Mochis as two gang
‘attled for coritrof of the mam prison, puthorities said, Reuler
reports from Mexide City.

A t statement from Los Mochis in Sinaloa State,
some 780 miles (1.250 kms) northwest of Mexico City, said
the turf war when a prisoner, Hipolito Rios Bojorquez.

ly murdered another inmate, o Vega Arellano. The

man's cronies it revenge and fighting broke out.
The battle "originated in a dispute for the control that some
immates have over the rest of the prisoners.” Francisco Frias,
Secretary General of Government in Sinaloa, said in a
statement. He did not say what weapons were used.

American jailed for 7 in Seoul:

An Amcrfu:mn civilian L-m#iu €e e US lilary was
se1ten to seven years | pk(mnn Vednesday lor beidting o

South Korean woman who lLier died of injuries. AP reports
from Seoul. '

Henry C. McKinmey, 36, dn electrician a
US Army based in Seoul. was convicted by a Seoul ertrain..
court of beating his live-in girlfriend in January during a qg::
rcpurl:dlilnantd her demand that they separate
woman., Kang Woon-Kyong, 39, died several hours later of a
cerebral hemorrhage. police said. Severe bruises were found
in her face, chest and neck.

2 . L
Russians held in US: 1. russian
immigrants have been arrested on charges they mounted the
biggest-ever scam to steal cellular phone numbers. secret
service officials said Tuesday, AFP says from New York.
Abraham Romy and his companion Irina Bashkavich are
accused of stealing and then reselling more than 80,000
cellular phone nu s and their secret codes, secret service
spokesman Brian Gimlett said. “It's the largest e of
compromised cellular telephone numbers in the US." said,
adding the thievery had been going on for at least a year.
. - - w L4
15 missing as ship c?dm in China:
_ people were missing aller a ship ca on the
Yangtze river in southwest China. the China s Service
reported on Wednesday. Reuter says from Beijing.
The Longhuaji 15. which was privately owned. was car
%‘ng 43 people when it colli with another vessel on
ay as il tned to anchor at the port of Yagque in south-
western Sichuan province's Fengdu county. it said. Of the
passengers. 28 were rescued but the others were still miss-
ing. the agency said.

Lankan PM in Madras: - s tankes

Prinse Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, arrived in Madras
yesterday ing from Colombe enroute to Puttaparthi on a
day's pilgrimage, reports from Madras.

She was accompanied by her son and opposition leader,
Anura Bandaranaike. Immediately she left for the pilgrim

town in Andhra Pradesh by an Indian Air Force Avro aircraft

- Ll ' L]
lekg;ll?hs China's Tibet region:
A stro quake measuring 6.0 on the Rich Scale
jolted China's southwestern Tibet region yesterday. the
Xinhua News Agency said. Reuter reports from Beijing. .

it did not say whether there were any casualties.

The earthquake joited Xaitongmoim county in Tibet's
Xigaze prefecture at 2.44 p.m. (0644 gmt) yesterday. Xinhua
quoted the state seismological bureau as saying.
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Blast in Dhahran
US offers $2m

reward for

information

WASHINGTON., July 3: The
United States on Tuesday of-
fered a 2 million dollar reward
for in tion 1 to the
truck-bombers who killed 19
Americans in Saudi Arabia, and
warned the perpetrators to

"sleep with one eye open." re- -

ports Reuter.

State Department spokes-
man Nicholas Burns
nounced the US reward at a
briefing, noting it would sup-
plement the miillion dollar
reward already offered by the
Saudi government.

"There will be no rest for
those who shed American
blood and the cowards who
comigitted this act had better
sleep with one eye open."
Burns said at a briefing. "We
will find them. They're not
gni:l-x*g to get away with this.”

e said information about
the US reward would be avail-
able through US embassies and
consulates, on the internet and
through "wanted" posters and
match s that were still be-

ing developed. _
11 more killed 1n
Karachi violence

KARACHI, July 3: Eleven
people, including a policeman
and five activists of the ethnic
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
(MQM), have been killed in
clashes with the police here in
mst three days, police of-

s said today, reports AFP.

Three MQM members and

policeman died late Tuesday in
unbattles in the industrial
istrict of Korangi. they said.

Another two MQOQM mem-
bers were killed on Monday:
while resisting arrest, the offi-
cials said.

Four other people died on
Monday and Tuesday but were
car thieves who in an ex-
change of fire with police and
did not belong to M, they
said.

Police added a fireman was
killed in a s

The MQM has frequentl
accused police and amili‘{Ir
tary rangers deployed in
Karachi killing its activists
inc ;

The authorities have denied
the charge, saying the killings
have taken place in encounters
between” criminal elemengs"
from the MQM and the police.

Benazir stresses
neutral role in
dealing with
Afghan factions

ISLAMABAD. July 3: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto
stressed Tuesday that Pakistan
would remain "strictly neutral”
in dealing with Afghanistan's
factions, officials said, reports
AFP. .

Responding to a m:n:lgt
from recently appointed -
han Prime Minister Gulbuddin

#

Hekmatyar, Benazir said
Pakistan was willing to any
role that could.cont te to

peace and stability in its war

ravaged neighbour.
In his , delivered by
special envoy airat Baheer.

Hekmatyar thanked Benazr for
sending a delegation to Kabul
to attend his oath taking cer-
emony on June 26.

NZ rejects China's
demand to ban

Dalai Lama's visit
WELLINGTON. New Zea-

land, July 3: New Zealand is
Ignori:
ban a
Lama, Tibet's spiritual leader,

reports AP

a Chinese demand to
visit by the Dalal

Chinese ambassador Huang

Guifang has said China's rela-
tions with New Zealand could
be harmed if the visit goes
ahead in September.

However, Foreign Minister
Wednesday

Huang said Tuesday the visit
can by no means be aﬂl:l;ﬁﬁ
80

able to us” and that it will
be unacceptable for
Zealand officials to meet the
Dalai Lama.

New

Dalai Lama

McKinnon and Prime Minister
Jim
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when he previously
Zealand in 1992.
the time. Bolger empha-

Al
sized the Dalai Lama's position
as_am:a!'iqrchgimu_lcm:leru‘d

under

didn't fall in."
said of Huang's

ar-

~ NEW_.DELHI, July 3: Infigh-
ting has already erupted wit

Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda's coalition vernment
just a month after he came to

?ower romising a better deal
or India's lower castes, rep-
orts AP,

At least three regional
politicians named federal min-
isters in Gowda's complex 13-
party alliance are unhapp®
about not being given senior
positions.

And an influential member
of the coalition. Maneka Gan-

dhi, daughter-in-law of former

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,

began openly criticising Gowda

on Tuesday for clearing a
power project that she says
will damage the environment.
The project, by the US
company Cogentrix Energ
Inc. in Karnataka State, wi
burn coal. And Gandhi sajd
Gowda cleared it without the
required approval of the
Environment Ministry.

International s .
Infighting erupts within|
Gowda's coaliti

Many obsetrvers re-
dicted that Gowda's govern-
ment wouldn't survive long be-
cause of the many diverse
components of his 13-party al-
liance of socialists. commu-
nists and activists from the
many lower-caste parties.

But few expected the dif-
ferences to surface so soon,
only a month after figurehead
President Shankar Dayal Shar-
ma named Gowda prime
ministers
Gowda's government is the
to rule since a parlia-
election in May
oust e centrist Congress
Party, which had ruled India
for most of the [ive decades
since it gained independence
from Britain.

The Congress Part fin-
ished second in the election,
and the right-wing Hindu na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party,
which came in first, tried to
form a government.

But it failed to win enough

t

on govt

support to shore up its lack of

a majority. and many criticised
it for whipping up tension be-
tween the nation's Hindu ma-
jnﬁg and Muslim minority.
owda has tried to hold his
céalition together by focusing
attention on widespread prob-
lems such as the poverty that
leaves many vﬂlaﬁfra without
drinking water, health care
and public education.
Newspapers said Tuesday
that Gowda was planning to
expand his Cabinet again to
sat{‘i’l]‘{ sulking members.
en Gowda expanded his
Cabinet on Friday, new minis-
ter R. L Jalappa walked out of
the presidential palace in a
huff, without waiting for a cer-
emonial photograph with the
president, because he was only
named a junior minister. .
Another appointee, Raghu-
vansh Prasad Singh, didn't
even bother to show up fer the
searing in, for the same
reasorl. '
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=
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Beth Beisel leads a small crowd of anti-death penalty p

e e
i
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rotesters in front of the US Supre

me

Court building on Tuwesday in Washington: The protest, organised by Murder Victims'
Families for Reconciliation (MVFR), marks the 20th anniversary of the 1976 Supreme Court

decision Greg vs. Georgia which reinstituted the death penalty in the US.— AFP/ UNB photo

Bosnia calls for arrest of war crimes suspects

Russia challenges IFOR's right

to arrest Karadzic

MOSCOW, July 3: Russia on
Tuesday challenged the right
of the NATO-led IFOR prace
force In Bosnia to arrest the
Bosnian Serb Leader Radovan
Karadzic, wanted on suspicion
of war crimes and crimes
against humanity, reports AFP.

A Foreign Ministry spokes-
man was quoted by Interfax
agency as saying: “lhe instru
ctions ol he Hague In-
ternatienal tribunal on former
Yugoslavia cannot serve as a le-
gal basis for the actions ol
IFOR. in particular the forceful
detention of someonc.”

A Russian contingent Is
serving with IFOR in Bosnia

Karadzic has left his poslt
and he will not take part in the
Bosnian elections, but that
does not prevent him from be
ing leader of one of the biggesi
Bosnlan Serb parties,” spokes
man®* Vadim Lukov added,

according to the report.
Karadzic has confirined in
writing Lhat he has transferred
his rs as president of the
Republika Srpska. the Serb en-
tity in Bosnia. to his vice-
president. Biljana Plavsic.
However the United States
considers this gesture inade-
quate and has called on
Karadzic to rrsatﬁn fumplrtrl{l.
The new leatlership of the
Serb Democratic Party, meet-

ing at the Bosnian Serb he -
quarters in Pale near Sarajevo.

called on Karadzic on Monday
lo stand in election scheduled

lor September in Bosnia-
Herzegovina.
AP adds. Bosnia said

Tuesday that suspected war
criminals must be arrested and
extradited If the country is Lo
hold Iree and fair elections.

l1i a letter to the Security
Council, Bosnian Ambassador

Muhamed Sacirbey demanded
that the council i sanc-
tions agdainst mnations that
refuse to cooperate with the
international war crimes tri-
bumal in the Hague.

He alsc asked the courncii to
call on NATO-led troops to ap-
prehend suspected war crimi-
nals.

The letter came after Bos-
nian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic, who has been in-
dicted for war crimes. handed
over his duties as president to
a hard-lin~ deputy.

“The removal of war crimi-
nals from positions of nominal
Eolluf:.al power is not enough,”
Sacirbey wrote. "Apprehension
and extradition... are absolutely
necessary for free and fair
democratic elections, reinte-
gratiom reronciliation ar ! -
ace in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina.”

Filipinos soldiers block some 10,000 anti-Muslim demonstrators from reaching President

R

Fidel Ramos after they invaded a military air force base in protest of Ramos provisional peace
settlement with Muslim guerillas of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) on Tuesday.
Ramos is on a two-day tour in this southern Philippines region to canvass support for the

peace accord with the MNLF.

— AFP/UNB photo

Charles, Di agree to divorce

LONDON, dJuly 3: The
Prince and Princess of Wales
have reached eement on
their divorce am
Palace will announge the fact
in two weeks, the DH){IFYPMI”M

, says ;

The tabloid said Princess

Diana would obtain 15 million
pounds (22.5 million dollars)

and would keep her title of
royal highness and her home
at Kensington Palace.

"With the backlnﬁ of the
Prime-Minister and the whole
i{ﬂvermnent. she will be al-
owed the role she has battled

for" as a sort of Goodwill
Ambassador for Britain abroad.
the paper said-

¢ paper said the Princess
would receive details of the
alzlcal f_rummhr;‘d husband's
a on ur ay or Fliday.
and the divorce t:m]:ld become
effective six weeks after the
official announcement.

The Mirror added that the
announcement could have

been made earlier but was be- ~
ing held back so as not to clash
with South African President
Nelson Mandela state visit to
Britain from July 9 to 12.

Off the Record

ficlal said Wednesda
The Urban Land X

as they ho
Anng e

blebonk or hﬂnllu
and the spade-iooted toad.

The amphibians make the trip from a frog habitat at La
Trobe University, but the authority
been killed since the road was built to access a new housing

estate six months

0.
The concrete unaﬁerpass has been landscaped with pebbles
and vegetation to lure them to a safe crossirg.
"There have been enough deaths for us to build this spe-
cially designed underpass. A lot of scientific research has
gone into it," the official said.

. -
. Believe it or not
SAO PAULO, Brazil: July 3: Disembodied voices speaking in
unknown tongues. People who vanished into thin air.

Telephones that dialed themselves. reports AP,
It was enough to make work disconcerting at the Sao Paulo

city Council buiildi

"Councilor Paul:]ﬁinbertﬂ Faria Lima didn't believe the ghost

$ 32,000 for road safety
for frogs

- MELBOURNE: Local authorities here are spending 40,000
Australian dollars (32,000 US) on road safety for froJs, an of-
AFP.

n this eastern cit
30-meter (yard) underpass to cut the death toll among frogs
across a road to an adjacent lake, -
those being killed were the growling grassfrog,
Australia’'s biggest, which preys on fellow fregs, auclf

frog which makes noise lik: the instrument

, reports
uthority i

is building a

the pob-

said that too many have

stories. But he thandg:d his mind after his own uncomfortably

close encounter, an

decided to do something about it.

[t was about two months ago. he recalled. He had staved
late with his wife to update his computer files. '

"At 12:30 am we wanted to leave but couldn’t ppen the
doors. It was weird because it can only be locked from the in-
side.” Faria Lima said Tuesday in a phone interview.

“Then we started hearing voices speaking in an unidentifi-
able tongue and heard furniture moving around. | phoned se-
curity and a guard came up and opened the door with no
problem. He told me that we were the only ones in the 12-

storied building.”

Many who have spent time in the 27-year old buﬂcﬁﬁg have

weird tales to tell.

Elevator operator Aristides de Paula says he will never for-
get the day when "three people walked into the elevator and

only two

got out. One simply disappeared.”

it is nol clear, however. whether the two people riding the
elevator noticed anything out of the ordinary.

. Nude-model show

SEOUL: Controversy has erupted over South Korea's first

nude-model show, prompting

lice to consult legal experts

‘'on whether or not to press obscenity charges. newspapers

said on Sunday, rts AFP.

A dozen female models appeared naked Friday night at"a

Seoul hotel for a show commemoratin

the inauguration of

the nation's first-ever Association of Nude Models.
The show triggered public criticism and debate over how
much sex and nudity should be allowed in, public perfor-

mances.

But unlike

previous cases, police faced difficulties in

pressing obscenity charges against directors of the show,

which was non-commercial and presented (o promote the
wellare of nude models, newspapers said.

Netanyahu drops previous
plan to fence off West Bank

JARUSALEM. July 3: Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
calling for economic "open-
ness” with the Palestinians,
says he is not committed to
the previous government's

lan to fence off the West
ank, reports AP

Netanyahu has already eased
a four-month closure that has
crippled the Palestinian econ-
omy by keeping tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians from
their jobs in Israel.

But in contrast to his liberal
stance on economic dealings
with the Palestinians, Netan-
gahu stuck Tuesday to his

ardline against Palestinian
demands for an independent
state, saying Israel would agree
only to some form of autonomy.

e don't oppose an ar-
rangement whereby the
Palestinians would have an en-
tity. an autonomous entity. that
would give them all the free-
doms to run- their affairs ...

without those aspects of
sovereignty that we believe
threaten the existence of
Israel.” he said.

Many in Netanyahu's Likud

party — which generally fav-
ours a tough lme on security —
are ambivalent about the clo-"
sure policy because they feel it
creates a de facto border that
could be a first step toward the
creation of a Palestinian state.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence, the new prime minister
said he didn't agree with the
previous labour government's
200 million dlirs project Lo
build a separation zone be-

tween Israel and ithe West
Bank
The plan would have

erected fences, watch towers
and electronic surveillance
along the 360 kilometres (220
miles) [rontier between Israel
and the West Bank to make
sure only Palestinians with
permits enter lsrael

"We are not committed to
this line of. thinking,® the
prime told the Foreign Press
Association.

“The economic component
of peace is very beneficial, very
stabilising and good from the
human point of view

Kidnapping of four

SRINAGAR. July 3: By any
gauge. it was a long shot: mail-
ing love letters to her husband
in care of his kidnappers,
without even knowing where
they were, reports AP.

But Jane Schelly. an ele-
mentary schools teacher from
Spokane, Washington. was i

agree to stop

war of words

MANAMA.  Bahrain. JL;H 3:
Bahrain and lran. spurred by
Syrian 'mediating efforts.

eed on Tuesday to sto
their war of words and see
better relations, the govern-

ment-run Guif News Agen
AP 4 termined to do

But when your husband is
snatched away from you and
kept hostage for a year, you do
anything to reach him "

office.
All efforts to free the four

it said Syrian Foreign could to free Donald Hutc men have failed. In fact. after
Minister F. al-Sharaa suc- and three other Westerners an elaborate and costly search.
ceeded in getting Manama and | taken one year ago by basic gquestions in the case
Tehran to su:ﬂ;rhg campai Kashrmiri r S, remain unanswered .
launched by t Newe mu:ﬁlf She addressed her letiers Despite repeated diplo

te the militants. and

which are government -guided gave the

in both nations. address simply as the remote tary ations by India.
Syria enjoys good. relations | tourist town in northern India Unit States. England and
with beth Bahrain and lran and where her husband was kid- — no

al-Sharaa has been shuttli
ﬁwun them to try to en
the hostile exchanges between
the two Gulf states

napped. -

‘It may look childlike to
some.” Mrs. Schelly said in a
recent interview in Srinagar -

las. who br
with India
still in Kashmir

about Al-Faran. the
unknown

ou
r:mﬂhlﬁkm r the kidnap-

Musiim majority in
nantly Hindu India .
independence or union with
Islamic Pakistan.

did a fifth captive. Norwegian
Hans Christian Ostro
was decapilated near Lhe re-
mole kidnapping site his sev
ered head
tween his thighs.

Ostro

leit balanced be
No one knows if the gueril
off negotiations
November, are

And no one knows much
previously
that claimed

and anded freedom
ailed Muslim militants
gens of Muslim rebel

ETPI are fighting in Jammu-

hmir, the only state with a
redomi-
want

Some believe that Al-Faran
is really the militant rebel
Irou Fﬁirkat al- Ansar. which
ﬁraa idnapped foreigners be-
fore

Others believe it is a group
of mercenaries hire by
Pakistan in an effort to [ree
jailed pro-Pakistani mrilitants

S others believe that Al-
Faran is made uT of former
militants  whom India freed
from jail and ordered to kid-
nap the Westerners to blacken
the image of Kashmirs sepa-
ratists and of Pakistan, India's
arch enemy.

Harkat al-Ansar, Pakistan
and India all have denied an
role i the kidnappings an
urged Al-Faran to free Lhe cap
tives,

in addition te Hutchigns,

& . .
Westerners remains mystery in

43, a neuropsycholgist who
specialises in therapy for -
pf::'_ with serious brain in um.
the hostages are Paul Wells,
23. of London; Keith Hl:f:,
33, ol Middlesborough, Engla-
nd; and Dirk Hasert, 26, of
Erfurt. Germany.

Another American, John
Childs. of Simsbury, Connec-

ticut, escaped three days after
Tri‘tli-f_ kidna _
e last Mrs. Schelly heard

from her husband was in a
taped mes released by Al-
Faran on July 17. 1905

Mrs. Schelly traveled to the
Kashmiri rebel stronghold of
Srinagar Jast week. On her
trip, she urged Al-Faran to
have mercy and free the cap-
tives. She also met with ether
Kashmiri militant groups, po-

Kashmir

Flash flood 1n

China kills 107

BEIJING, July 3; Al
L 107 ple have been killed
and rens more left missing

litical leaders and Indian offi-
cials

But there was no response
from AhFarap. which released
the last picture of the captives
in August. All of them looked
well at the time, but on Dec-
ember 4, il released a statl-
ement saying it no longer held
the hostages afler an Indian
patrol attacked and killed four

of the militants.
In June, a man who sald he

had lo »'l.l-l"n.rn:j dt;‘r
ing the kidnappings said the
ﬂ::llll had killed the hos-

weekend, news reports said
tocday. reports AFP.

Sixty seven people were re-
ported dead in the southern

beration Daily of Shanghai

said,
There were at least 40 dead

in the eastern provinces ol
Anhul and Zhejiang, accordin
to the China Daily, which ha

in Zheljian.

A landslide in a ratlway sta
tion In Guiyang, the Guizhou
provincial capital, killed 16

Wint:rn embassies had
sniffer dogs search the area he
identified, but found nothing.

"No one can tell me where ple and another

ﬂjhum is." Mrs. Schelly missing, the Befjing Youth
' . Daily said.

least

in Mloods that have hit southern
and eastern China since the

rovince of Guighou alone, the

there were at least 29 missing

13 were



