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NEWS BRIEFS

US embassy, USIS
closed

Offices of the American
and the United States
Information Service (USIS) in
Dhaka will remain closed today
on the occasion of the Inde
nce Day of the Uniled
of America. says a press
release yesterday.
L] L3 -
in Habiganj
HABIGANJ, July 3: An
Awami League activist was
killed and 25 people were In
jured during a clash between
two rival groups of _H:cnpir in
Lakhai thana today. victim
was identified as Fazal Mia
Witnesses sald the clash
erupled when the supportiers
of Nizamuddin., an indepen-
dent candidate of the June 12
election from Habiganj-3 seal
ly attacked another ac

tivist of Awami League in the
meomrming. reports UNB
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Viinistries,. Armed Forces on alert

More areas flooded, &
rivers swell further

The monsoon flood struck
more than 15 districts of the
country and the government
ordered the administration as
well as troops to remain pre-
pared for faclnﬁBnn}' eventuali-
ties,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
district administrations of
flood-hit areas to keep con-
stant surveillance over the sit-
uation and take &ffective mea-
SUres. r

She also directed the min-
istries concerned and armed
forces to remain alert and
prepared to face any eventuali-
ties.

Overall flood situation of the
country aggravated further as
fresh areas were inundated for
the onrush of hill waters and

the swcl]m of various rivers.

Five rivers in Meghna and
South Eastern Hill basins
which crossed their res
danger levels swelled further
due to heavy downpour duri
the last couple of days. Almos
all other rhrfrs in the country's
four basins recorded rise,
some of them sharply.

According to a ulletin of
the Flood Information Centre,
five rivers — four in Meghna
basin and one in South Eastern
Hill basin — are flowing above
danger marks.

In Cox's Bazar 26 villages in
Chokoria thana were sub-
merged in last two days, leav-
ing some 30,000 people
homeless. Flood situation in
the thana worsened due to
onrush of hill water and heavy

tive

rainfall during the period.
They said hundrcds
shrimp enclosures in Cha-
randwip and Palakata areas
were washed away, incurring a
huge loss to the farmers.
lood-affected people of
Purba Baravowla, Shaharbil,
Kariarbil, Triranga, Lakkhar-
char, Hatiakhali took shelter at
different cyclone centres and

- safer places. Thana adminis-

tration has sought 200 metric
tons of wheat for the flood vic-
tims.

Khagrachhari district ad-
ministration also sought ade-
quate relief materials from the
Eovernment.

An emergency meeting of
officials, elected representa-
tives and the local efu.e urged
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2500 vehicles
stranded at

rminals
M GANJ, July 3: Traffic
am at Aricha, Daulatdia and
agarbari ferry ghats remained
unchanged as six ferries went
out of order and the river ero-

sion continued near Aricha
ghat today, reports UNB.

Official sources said some
1.929 wvehicles, including
trucks carrying raw materials,
made a long queue at the three
ghats in the afternoon.

Unofficial sources, however,
said mmore than 2,500 vehicles
are now waiting to avail ferry
service at the three ghats.

BIWTC sources said the
traffic congestion was created
due to abnormal rise in the
water level of the Padma-
Jamuna and delay in loading
and unloading due to a 1.5
kilometre erosion at Aricha.

PM tells heads of UN missions

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ,,,-,_m;'

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN INTEHHATIGNAL LTIJ
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

Poverty alleviation
main objective

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina reaffirmed her govern-
ment's commitment to admin-
istrative reforms, reinforcin

the local governments an
poverty alleviation drive, re-
NB.

The Prime Minister was
talking to a delegation of UN
Agencies in Dhaka that called
on her at her office yesterday.

The delegation, led by
UNDP resident representative
Eimi Watanabe, included rep-
resentatives of UNESCO,
UNICEF, WFP, WHO, FAO,
UNHCR, ILO, World Bank and
ADB.

They congratulated Sheikh
Hasina on her assumption of
office of the Prime Minister
and hailed her government's
decision to improve public
sector management.

The delegation, however,
stressed simplification of pro-

cedures and improvement of
project implementation.

he heads of UN missions
also emphasised the need for
government's action plans in
primary and female education,
primary health care, nutrition,
women development, maternal
and child health, population
control, alleviation of poverty,
including urban poverty, and
other similar areas.

Prime Minister thanked the
heads of the UN agencies for
focussing on the issues of crit-
ical importance, which are also
drawing the government's due
attention.

Hasina said the principal
ﬂb{ﬂctive of her government
policies and programmes is
poverty alleviation and her
government would not spare
any efforts to achieve this ob-
jective.

See Page 12 col 7

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

| EU move to check

Kibria yesterday hinted that
the new government is un-
likely to lower the existing
duty rates as it needs more
revenue for development and
alleviation of poverty, reports
UNB.

"We will have to realise
more tax revenue if we want to
make successful our develop-
ment programmes, mcludlng
allﬂiauun of poverty.” he said,
calling for consensus on eco-
nomic issues to speed up the
economic h.

Kibria also assured that the
government would not only
carry on the on-going eco-
pemir reform programmes,
put also intensify them, and no
private sector establishment
will be nationalised.

The finance minister was
addressing the 17th meeting
of the Consultative Committee
of National Board of Revenue
INBR} at the NEC conferenee

el —— s

B‘eglmBnﬁcha
dacoity: 3
arrested

By Staff Correspondent
Police yesterday recovered
Tk 14, and some of the
ld ornaments looted from a
8¢ al Segun Bagicha in the
cily Tuesday. Three persons
were also arrested in this con-
nection from Keranigoni
A gang of dacoits looted
money and gold ormaments
worth about 9.55 lakh from
the house of Md Nazrul Huq at
Segun Bagicha under Ramna
thana in the early hours of
Tuesday. according to ice
The gang of about ?mr acoits
entered the house by breaking
the grills of the kitchen and
took away the goods at gun
point.
Meanwhile, a special team
of Ramna thana raided Khalpar
Charail village under Kerani

ganj thana early yesterday and
arrested the main accused

| Altaf Hossain alias Yunus and

his associates Latif and Mintu
police said
See Page 12 col 6

Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most ideally located Commercial-cum-
Residential Plot Nos. 9 and 11 of Sector No 6,
Shahjalal Avenue, Uttara Model Town, Dhaka
measuring more or less 1194 5qr. metre (17
katha 13 chattak 24 sft) each will be allotted for
99 years lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form with terms
and conditions to be obtained from Sonali
Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on
payment of Tk. 500/ - (Taka five hundred) only
in cash for each set (non-refundable) and will
be received by the Deputy Director (Estates)
from the intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on

13-7-96.

The auction will be held on 14-7-96 in the

Conference Room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk
Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 A.M.

Chairman

prr-4sss1/7 Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

C-816

Dhaka.

room {hat discussed various
proposals on tax. duty and
value added tax (VAT) for the
1996-97 fiscal.

He said the government is
committed to forming pay
commission for government
officials and employees and
providing fertilizer, seed, pes-
ticides, irrigation machinary
and other agricultural inputs at
fair prices.

e'll need additional rev-
enue to implement these pro-
grammes,” Kibria told the
meeting, where different
chambers and trade associa-
tions proposed further reduc-
tion in the existing duty and
tax rates to make them more

titive.

"Since our direct taxation
system is still weak and our tax
revenue requirement is crit-
cally extreme, there should be
a close review of the proposals
for duty reduction.” he said in
a velled relaction of the pro-

Govt to gear up on-going
reforms, says Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS

Th‘, finance minister, how-
ever, assured the business
leaders to Eiw: a positive
thought to the proposals for
raising the duty rates to pro-
tect the domestic industries.

Instead of seeki protec-
tion behind high tarift wall, he
said, the domestic industry
would have to compete inter-
nationally finding out cheap
source of raw materials, in-
creasing productivity, building
institutions and using new
technologies.

While advocating for close
cooperation between tax-pay-
ers and the tax administration
in realising tax revenue, Kibria
said the government wanted to
activate the tax realisation ac-
tivities.

He said the government is
commiited to necessary ad-
ministrative and systemaltic re-
forms and change in rules and

See Pare 12 Col 2

Three persons were arrested yesterday with cash and
valuables looted from a house at Segun Bagicha in the aty

early hours on Tuesday

— Star photo
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Khaleda to take
oath as MP
tomorrow

BNF chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will take oath as
member of parliament tomor-
row altl 5 pm at the Jatiya
Sa Bhaban. sources

yesterday. reports UNB.

Begum Zia returned from all
five constituencies — Feni-1,
Laxmipur-2. Bogra-6 &7 and

Chittagong-1 — she contested
the June 12 parliamentary
elections.

A source close to the BNP
chairperson and former prime
minister said Begum Zia will
represent the Feni-1 con-
stituency and vacate the other
four sealts

Mobilise youths to
strengthen Jubo
Dal: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has mnlrudﬂfthr
leaders of her party's youth

| front — Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal —

to devote themselves (o
strengthening the organisation
at all Is.

Addressing a meeting ol the
leaders of city Jubo Dal and its
thana units at BNF's Kakrail of-
fice last night, Begum Zia said.
“¥You will have 10 lransforin the
massive public support to the

| BNP inte our organisational

| strength and start the job just

now"

The Jube Dal leaders. im
bued with patriotism and
Bangladeshi nationalism. would
mobilise the youlh community
and strengthen their organisa-

See Page 12 col 6

Poverty alleviation seminar told

Govt should check wastage of
resources, improve efficiency

‘alkers al a semunar yes

| terday observed that plann:nﬁ

| for poverty

alleviation shoul

take into consideration the

drastic changes that will be

taking place in the future be
cause of technology changes

They also viewed that
checking wastage of resources
and improving efficiency are
the t:ha.ﬁcngﬁ for any govern
menit to be addressed to

They were speaking at a
panel discussion at a seminar
titled "1987-94 amics of
rural poverty in Bangladesh
organised hv.r the Bangladesh
institute of Development Stud
tes (BIDS) The discussion was
moder ated by Dr Hossain Zillur

| Rahman

Prof Mohammad Yunus
openi g the discussion said

By Staff Correspondent ®

there are four preconditions
for poverty alleviation — the
first is law and order and sec-
ond a stable democratic gov
ernment

But Prof Yunus said the real
objective shguld be a forward-
looking plaff so that the mas-
sive changes in technology that
will occur in the future can be
properly exploited for poverty
alleviathion

He said technologies like
the Internet are opportunities
that must be taken to the vil-
lages as he envisaged that a
Bangladeshi may be working
for a US firm in the future as
physical proximity will be re
dundamnt then with the inte
gration of Internet

Prof Yunus said, for poverty
alleviation. an alternative to

free market economy should
be “social conscience-driven
economy”’. He said capitalist
institutions can as well be so-
cial conscienceness-driven
such as the Grameen Bank

"The stock market does not
need to belong to greedy peo

le who manipulate it. but to
armers.” he said.

Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud.
formes finance adviser of the
caretaker government said
altho the srmment's An-
nual Development Programme
(ADP) is aimed at poverty alle
viation, there are huge wastage
of resources that deter the
goal of the programme

"I am convinced of huge
wastage and drainage ol re
sources from Lhe ADF,” said Dr

See Page 12 col B
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Awami League nnmins for reserved seats for women in the Jatiya Sangsad submitted ir
' nomination papers to the returning officer at the Flection Commission mtﬂ'l!ﬂj' — Star photo

All nominations for JS

women's seats vahd

The Election Commission
EC yesterday received 30 nom-
ination papers for election to
the 3C reserved Jatiya Sangsad
seats for women and all ol
them were found valid after
scrutiny, reports BSS.

The nominations were re-
ceived by the Additional Secre-
tary of the Election Commis-
sion Secretariat and r=turning
officer for the reserved women
scats, Abdul Mannan

Of the 30 seats. the Awami
League filed nomination papers
for 27 seats while the Jatiya
Party liled three nomination
papers for the remaining three

ALPP discusses
selection of

Speaker Saturday
By Reaz Ahmad

Members of the Jatiya
Sangsad belonging to the rul
ing Awaml League (AL) will
discuss party choices for the
2(}'“."1 of Speaker and Deputy

eaker on Saturday. party
sources said

The AL Parliamentary Party
IALPP) is scheduled to have an
emergency meeting on the day
with party chief and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair

Hasina, who was elected
leader of the ALPP on June 20,
would share her views with
gdrry MPs on the choices for
Speaker, Deput aker,

ity Leader of t and
ruling iy Whips in Parlia-
mentl. Lhe sources said.

See Page 12 col B

Exit poll: Yeltsin
leading race

MOSCOW . July 3. Russians
voted in presidential show-
down today. early trends show
ing incumbent Boris Yeltsin
ahead ol communist challenger
Gennady Zyuganov as electors
chose between continued free
market reform and a return to
Sovietera lices, reports AFP

An early exit II taking in
just 118 r_-f 93 i)(gn ) polling sta-
tions, showed Yeltsin leading
the race, despite serious new
doubis about his health, Cable
News Network television re
ported

The exit poll. conducted by
the US Mitofsky Institute, the
Russian Cessi and German
Forsc hungsgrouppe-Wahlen,
gave no [igures

Early partial vote counts
[rom tl?:e_- far easl, a Yeltsin
stronghold. also showed the
|:rrni ent ahead of Zyuganov,
nterfax news agency reported
However, turnoutl among the
106 million registered volers
was slacker than expected. ac
cording to initial figures, In
what Yeltsin advisors feared
could be a boost for Zyuganov s
chances

seats,

The Awami League leaders
including Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat )ﬂ:dullah. State Minis-
ter for Land Alhaj Rashed
Mosharraf, and KM Jahangir,
MP, were present during the
filing of nomination papers and
scrutiny.

The Jatiya Party leaders
including TI M Fazle Rabbi.
MP. Tajul Islam MP, and Go-
lam Faruk Ovi. MP. were pre-
sent during the liling of nomi-
nation papers by the JF candi-
dales.

An Election Commission
press release said that with
the expiry of the withdrawal
date. loday as per the sched-
ule, the names of the elected
women members of the Jatiya
Sangsad will
through gazette notification.

The nominations received '

and found valid after scrutiny
by the
are: Shrimati Bharati Nandi
(Sarkar) (Panchagarh-Thakur-
gaon and Dinajpur),

See Page 12 col 7

be announced .

Election Commission

Farida,

fraud over textile
import from
Bangladesh

BRUSSELS. July 3: The
European Union has resorted
to the highest technology to
combat fraud surrounding tex-
tile import from South Asia,
reports Reuter.

The European Commission
said yesterday it had intro-
duced new export licence
forms in Bangladesh which
were as counterfeit-proof as
the most sophisticated bank
notes.

Bangladesh is often the un-
witting source of a great deal
of the fraud, a Commission

spoliesman said, because it has
no textile quotas and no tariffs
on exports to the EU,

Unscrﬂruluua operators
have forged textile licences on
products frnm third countries

to suggest ci originated in
Bangladesh, e spokesman
said.

He could not say how
widespread the fraud was, but

See Page 12 col 6

SC Bar body on
draft bill for
judicial
Magistracy
By SC Correspondent

'lI‘he Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation at a meeting yester
constituted a S&m:mher
committee to give sugges-
tions and recommendations to
the government regarding the
draft bill for introducing Olludl-
cial magistracy in place
present magistracy. The Min-
istry of Law, Justice and Par-
liament Affairs earlier sent
the draft bill to the SC Bar and
sought suggestions.

The meeting was chaired by
Barrister Shaukat Ali Khan.
president of the association.

The committee includes
Senior Advocate SR Pal. As-
rarur Hossain., Dr Rafigur
Rahman, Sira!ul Hug,
tiag Ahmed mb
Uddin Ahmed Dr Kamal Hos-
sain. Abdul Malek, Md Amir-ul
Islam, Shudhanshu Shekhar

Halder, Khandker Mahbub

Hossain. Mahmudul Islam.
Shafiq Ahmed.

The president and the sée-
See. Pagic i2 Lol 2

Appointment of
AG: SC Bar

suggests 4 names
By SC Correspondent

The Supreme Court Bar
Association [yesterday referred
the names of four senior advo-
catles to the Ministry of Law,
Justice and Parliamentar
Affairs for appointment o
Attorney General from among
them.

President of the SC Bar
Barrister Shaukat Ali Khan,
Secretary Advocate Nazrul
Islam Chowdhury and Vice-
President Barrister Mozammel
Hossain h: nded over the Lst of
names to State Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru at the Ministry.

The government on Tues-

| day invited the Bar Council and

the SC Bar to aug%m a panel
of five advocates [rom amoﬁ
whem one would be appoint
Attorney General.

An earlier move to appoint
Attorney (Ceneral withoutl anwv
consultation with the Bar
Council and the SC bar created
adverse reaction among the
lawyers.

basis.
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Rajuk Commercial Plot

Auction Notice

Most ideally located Commercial Plot Nos
7 and 9 measuring more or less 640.14 Sqr.
metre (9 katha 9 chattak) and 560.59 Sqr. metre
(8 katha 6 chattak) respectively on Saidabad-
Jatrabari main road, Dhaka will be allotted for
99 years lease on open auction as it as where

Application on prescribed form to be
obtained with terms and conditions from Janata
Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on payment
of Tk. 500/~ (Taka five hundred) only in cash
for each set (non-refundable) and will be
received by the Deputy Director (Estates) from
the intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on 13-7-96.

The auction will be held on 14-7-96 In
the Conference Room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk
Bhaban Dhaka at 11.00 A M.

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Chairman

Dhaka.




