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Ind-Hants
match
washed out

SOUTHAMPTON,. England.

J 1: India were frustrated in
bid to some practice
before the final Test with
England when rain washed out
the last day of

their match

with Hﬁr‘ﬂrﬁ on Monday,
reports /

Hampshire, resuming at

383 for nine in response to
India's total of 362 for five
made on the first day, added
75 runs with last Martin
Thursfield and Stuart Milbum
batting until lunch in a rain-in-
l'.l:-n;lﬂted :

burn took the opportu-
nity to record the first half
cent of his career and was
54 not out when the match
was declared a draw.

Milburn, whose previous
best was a modest 22, hit two
sixes off Sachin Tendulkar and
Anil Kumble and also struck
six fours.

Thursfield was unbeaten
with 37 and the last pair had
put on 91 when the rain came.

At this stage Hampshire
were '96 ahead but an

rospects of a sitive result
‘FH'EI'E washed uuPo by the down-
pour which left s of water
on the pitch and the outfield.

Earlier, Hampshire's Kevan
James, who tmﬂafnur wickets
from four balls against India on
Saturday. made history on
Sunday by hitting a century in
the same match.

The 35-year-old all-rounder
became the first player to take
four consecutive wickets and
chalk up a hundred in a single
first-class game.

James, who began the sec-
ond day of the three-day match
at Southampton on two. hit
three sixes and 10 fours dur-
ing his three-and-a-half hours
at the crease. He was finally
ca t at -on for 103.

ames shared a third-
wicket stand of 175 with
opening batsman Jason Laney
as Hampshire batted
throughout the day to reach
383 for nine a first innings
lead of 21.
fell for 100, caught at
leg-slip off the spin of Naren-
dra Hirwani. who had been
tipped for a call-up to the Tesi
team to face E d at Trent
Bridge on Th ay.

But Hirwani failed to im-

press, taking just one wicket

as India again struggled against

county oppesition.
Medium er Salil Ankola

was the pick of the bowlers,
finishing with four for 107
[rom 25 overs.

DeFreitas makes
Derby's day

LONDON. July 1: Former
England all-rounder Phil De-
Freitas sent Northamptonshire
to their second suceessive de- 4

feat in the Sunday League.
61 mot out from just

smashing
33 balls for Derbyshire at
Northampton. reports Reuter.

At 146 for six with the
overs running out the visitors
had looked to be heading for a
meagre total.

But DeFreitas and England
fast bowler Dominic Cork (17
not out) plundered 74 runs
from the last five overs of the
innings — including 24 off the
37th over — to give the visitors
a healthy final total of 222 for
s

DeFreitas hit three sixes
and five fours and then took
three for 38 on a rapidly dete
riorating pitch as the hosts
crumbled to 132 all out in re:

Defeat means Northamp
tonshire slip from the top to
be replaced Middlesex, who
enjoyed a comfortable 57-run
win at Lord's over county
champions Warwickshire '

Paul Weekes and ex Eng
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PONTYPRIDD,
Wales, July 1.
Saeed Anwar and
Inzamam-ul-Haq
set a new batting
record for Pakis-

=

L

lan on Sunday, sharing an
unbroken 362-run stand for
the third wicket ainst

Glamorgan's in experienced
bowling attack. report agen-

cies.

The -lhn.hm rrm.lp
surpassed the ruan -m-
ing stand ﬁ:ubn by
dassar Nazar Mohsin Khan

Sussex in 1982.

It was also the highest-ever
recorded for the third wicket
against Glamorgan.

Saeed was unbeaten on 219
when Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram declare with his
team's total on 461 for two,

scored in exactly 98 overs, for
a lead of 157.
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The left-handed ner was
in superb form, cutting and
driving the below-strength and
often below-par Glamorgan
bowling almost at will, picl%in
his shots and having little dif-
ficulty in placing them beyond
the reach of the increasingly
de fielders.

e had faced 286 balls and
hit a six and 31 fours when the
declaration came and he re-
fused to be overshadowed by
his partner's greater power
and immaculate timing.

LATEST

PONTYPRIDD, Wales, J
1: Only 43 deliveries were
ble on the final day of 's

opening first-class match
&hmorlm on Monday,
wlth re

rain depriving the tourists
of victory, reports Reuter.

During two short spells of
lay in the morning session,
took their

score for one to 60 for two.
Glamorgan opener Steves
James gloved a delivery
from Ataur Rehman to wicket-
keeper Rashid Latif for nine,
with the total on 42 after 16 overs.
Pakistan will next play
Somerset in a three-day match
starting on Wednesday.

Inzamam struck two sixes
and 24 boundaries to all parts
of the ground off the 220 balls
he received and was unbeaten
on 169 when Wasim relented.

Glamorgan were given a
glimmer ol hope in the first
session of the day. Anwar and
Aamir Sohail had taken their
u[?]ening partnership to 99
when Aamir, on 49, chopped
at a wide delivery from Darren
Thomas and Alan Evans took a

catch at point.

The luckless ljaz Ahmed

then fell to the first ball he re-
ceived — without doubt the
best delivery of the day
when he got a lifter that
moved across him late and
edged a catch to Robert Croft
at first slip.

It put Pakistan on 99 for
two and Thomas on a hattrick
but his next ball went gently
down leg side and Glamorgan
did not even sniff another
chance.

With captain Matthew May-
nard suffering from a virus, it
was left to Steve James to try
to marshall his limited bowli
resources and off-spinner Cro
will not have fond memories of
the unrewarded 129 runs he
conceded from his 27 overs.

Glamorgan lost opener
Evans for 18, caught off Wasim
in the slips, in reaching 34 for
one in their second innings at
the close of play.

INZAMAM ... 169 n.o.

LONDON, July 1:
Germany was in a
state of euphoria

after Oliver Bier-
m hoff scored the

“golden goal” that

clinch the 2-1
sudder-death victory over the
Czech Republic in the Euro '96
soccer final on Sunday night,
report agencies,

Fans ut Germany
poured into the streets to
dance and wave national flags.
Police said around 4,000 had

thered on the Kurfuersten-
amm, Berlin's main street, to
celebrate.

One television reporter de-
scribed the jubilant mood in
the city as reminiscent of the
night the Berlin Wall came
dowmn,

"German Chancetior Helmul

Kohl, who attended the final at
London's Wembley stadium,
led the tributes to his coun-
L°¥'s soccer hernes.

"They stood their ground,
they showed fighting spirit and
they showed team spirit.
Those are all great virtues”, he
told German television after
congratulating the players.

1'd like to celebrate all
night but I have to go to school
tomorrow.” said 18-year old
Caroline Reugler, proudly dis-
playing a German Il:'l:g she had

ainted on her face, as she
oined an impromptu street
party in central Bonn.

undreds of fans nearby
blocked the road. set off fire-
works and chanted, “It's all
over.”

In Frankfurt, Germany's fi-
nancial capital, stocks and
shares took second place to
soccer after the city set up
glant! screens on one of its
main streets to let fans see the

Celebration &
5 "t

It's a great feeling. I'm

very proud.,” said marketing

executive Martin Kueppers,
brandishing a bottle of cham-
pagne. "I'm not normally a big
soccer fan but this is some-
lhm‘l%elae."

ousands of fans were also
out in force in Munich, head-
ing for the city's famous tri-
umphal arch in celebration.

Around B8.000 people
watched the game on a huge
screen in the centre of Dort-
mund, home of Germany's
league champions.

In Prague, against the
fairy-tale setting the medieval
Old Town Square the miracle
did not happen.

"We were so close.” said
24-year-old fan Jaroslav

Sayrda. "Those were the worst -

sevenieen minutes of my life.”
he added, referring to the
German equaliser in the 73rd
minute.

But the victorious Czech
march through the champi-
onship created a wave of na-
tional pride unprecedented in
this country that is just over

three 1}’!:I.I‘l old.
e feeling in the square

was incredible " said Michaela
Petakova a 2] -vear-old student
from Dobrichovice "There was
no much solidarity and sympa
thy with the players *
indeed as the fans marched
towards Prague's downtown
Wenceslas Square, another
popular rallying point., there
were two chants as "Cechy,
Cechy” (Czech lands. Czech
lands) prevailed over “"Hosi
Dekujem’ or "Thank you boys ”
¢ whole countiry was
lued to TV screens and the
uro 96 saga. became even a

political topic.

'Czeth were h

lection

The
names praised the Czech per-
formance in talks shows and
president Vaclav Havel flew to

country s biggest

Wembley straight from a state
visit to Ireland.

Pop singers dedicated
songs to the team on every op-
portunity and the city's pic-
turesque Charles Bridge be-
came the site of all night par-
ties, getting bigger with every
victory.

Following a hint from one
of the cartoonists premiesr
Klaus. struggling with forming
the country's new government
said the proposed cabinet
might include names like
Poborsky. Smicer or Kuka. the
team's biggest stars.

Coming into the champi-
onship as 80-1 underdogs,
16 even
in England. t. as they
knocked out fancied Italy, Por-
tugal and France, the dream
seemed never-ending.

"1t was too to be true. ..
they simply did not have it in
them anymore,” said another
fan in an attempt to be realis.
tic.

"But isn't it great even so.”
he added.

The defeat was a letdown
for the town's visitors. too

Prague's sports bars were
overflowing with tourists eager
to party in the winner's capital.

‘It's too bad, we wanted to
celebrate with you.” said Marco
a tourist from Geneva. "But we
may have a few beers anyway.”

Some of the fans, already
overpowered with that beer
had less complimentary things
to say about the Germans and
riot police was on hand to
squash occasional fights, but
no major incidents were re-
ported.

—

land batsman Mark Ram
prakash set Middlesex on their
way with a century first-wicket
stand, and former England
captain Mike Gatting Ja-
son Pooley added 94 for the
third wicket as the home side
cruised to 241

Warwickshire batted poorly
in reply and were all out for
184 ings were closer at Old
Trafiord re a dramatic final
over ended with Somerset
beating Lancashire by one run

Somerset batted first and
hit a modest 175-7. but Lan-
cashire faltered and needed 2|
to win from the final over

They cracked 18 from Aus-
tralian Shane Lees first five
deliveries but Gary Yates failed
to connect with the final ball
and although he ran a bye it

Was nol

Surrey failed to take advantage
of Norl.tnmﬁnnnhirt's loss as
Stuart Law hit his second cen-
tury for Essex in the space of
24 hours.

The 27-year-old Australian
followed up his 125 in a

champi hip match with 110
to help his side to a 27-run
triumph.

At the bottom. Durham |
looked as if they were cruising
to their first win of the season
against Gloucestershire at Ch-
ester-le-Street. Durham were
at 81 for one in reply to
Gloucestershire's 180 for

seven. but slumped to 176 for
eight to lose by four runs.

'98 Asian Games
from Dec 6

BANGKOK, July 1: The
1998 Asian Games will open
on Demmhzg 6 and close on
cials said on Sk =

. Monday, report
Deputy prime minister
chairman of

the Asian Games Organisi

Committee, toid ers
per cemt of the | were
now compilete and a city ex-
pressway linking two main
sporis venues would be ready

RIO DE JANEIRO
July 1: Flamengo
maintained their
undefeated re
cord and won the
Rio state c -
onship Sunday with a il:ll;'..mp‘dﬁl
fHe against arch-rivals Vasco.
oM

It took | =

_p Years for 1994

mario delivers

At Southend. fourth-placed || = &

on time. |

ROMARIO
FIFA pla]):r-—uf—th:-y:ar Ro-
mario to fulfill his promise to
Flamengo fans to lead the
country's most popular club to
a title.

"My soul has been
cleansed.” Romario said after
the game. "Whatever ha
now. Flamengo fans know |
kept my word.”

Romario. who led Brazil to
their fourth World Cup in
lﬂgl.ldg:ned Flamengo in
1995-"11 st;'ﬁuhmj Sea-
sons power house
Barcelona, who he helped win
two league titles

Romario was the Rio state
championship's top scorer
with goals — 11 more than
his closest rival, Bentinho of

More than 65000 fans.
most clad in red and black

Flamengo jerseys, braved a
cold and damp afternoon In
Maracana Stadium on Sunday
to see their club win their first
title since the 1992 Brazilian
championship

Vasco had three scoring
opportunities in the game's
last ten minutes A line drive
by Brenner at 80 minutes hit
the left goal post and shots by
Junuritho at 81 minutes and
Pimentel at 82 minutles were
grabbed by Flamengo goal-
tender Roger.

Flamengo's d ic duo of
Romario and Savio missed
H_mﬂﬂﬂg chances in the first

Fl head coach Joel
Santana won his second
straight Rio state champi-
onship. He coached Flumi-
nense to the 1995 title. beat-
ing Flamengo 3-2 in the title
game cliffhanger

Flamengo fans praised Ro-
mario s play this year, but he
failed to earn a spot on the na-
tional Olympic squad. an-
nounced ursday komario
will play in Giants Stadium in
New York on July 14 for the
World All Stars against Brazil's
Otympians

Many would like to see
anariupi:nntmuc on Fla-
Mengo. alongside Be-
beto. who mﬂﬂm up four sea-
sons at Deportivo de la Coruna
to rejoin the Brazilian club
which launched him to star-

The two will team up
Wednesday in the Amazon port
capital of Manaus as
plays a friendly against
Corinthians, recreating the
mystigue which excited soccer

fans worldwide in the 1994
World Cup.
But after that. Romario's

future is uncertain Valecia
club chairman Francisco Roig
after travelling to Brazil earlier
this month, said the nish
league club had signed Ro-
mario to a one-year contract
for an undisc sLm

e goods

Barcelona., however, might
loil Valencia's plan by enforc-
ing a clause written into Ro-
mario's sale contract to Fla-
mengo stating that any sh
Club wishing to buy him
1997 would have to pay 900
milllon pesetas (7 mﬂﬂ:ﬁn dol-
lars) to Barcelona.

An AFP file photo shows British Olympic 100 m-trl;

Sport

Pakistanis turn up heat

Graf, Sanchez

» o

in last eight

WIKBLEDON, England, Jul
1: Defending champion Ste
Gral beat 15-year-old Martina
Hingis in straight sets Monday
to become the first player to
reach the Wimbledon quarter-
finals on a rainy, blustery day,
reports AP.

The victory on a day of spo-
radic showers that made
match a stop-start affair, too
the German a step closer to a
seventh title and thrust her
into a probable quarter-final

inst the woman she beat for
the fifth of those titles in
1993, Czech Jana Novotna.

In a Centre Court match
twice suspended by rain, the

top-seeded Graf used her big

serve and forehand to beat the
No 16 Hingis 6-1, 6-4. The
match lasted 55 minutes of ac-
tual playing time but took 1:45
because of the rain breaks.

The victory avenged the
only tournament defeat Graf
has suffered this year, a three-
set loss to Hingis at the Italian
Open in May.

“l think 1 was probably on
top of right from the beginning
on.” Gral said. "Because | lost
my last match against her, 1|
didn't want to give her the
chance to get into the match."

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario,
the fourth seed and last year's
runner-up, rallied from a set
Eni:liﬂ-z dsml\;n to overcome

elgium’'s Sabine Imans,
3-6, 6-2, 6-1. S

Graf showed her superiority
Orn grass once again against
Hingis. Last year, Graf beat the
Swiss teenager in straight sets
in the first round. This time,
she gave up one more game
but still had a much more
powerful game.

"When | started to play my
better game, it was second set
already.” Hingis said. "By then
it was too late."

10C allows
Fernandez in

LONDON, July 1: Mary Joe
Fernandez will allowed to
compete in this month's
Summer Games following a
change of heart by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee
(I0C), reports Reuter.

The American had wanted
to enter the doubles with Gigi
Fernandez, defending
they won in Barcelona in 1992,
but was told she would be un-
able to compete because the
United States team already had
a maximum four team mem-
bers.

Monica Seles was among
those who campaigned for the
decision to be reviewed and
the International Tennis Fed-
eration (ITF) announced on
Monday that "exceptional cir-
cumstances”’ had led the 10C
to agree to Fernandez's re-
quest,

Linford's
bombshell

LONDON. July 1: Linford
Christie said here on Monday
he would defend his Olympic
100 metres title in Atlanta in
three weeks, reports AFP.

The 36-year-old. who lost
his world title to Canada's
Donovan Bailey in Gothenburg.
Sweden, last year., had been
agonising over the decision to
run in the Olympics.

“The Olympics come only
once every four years and ['ve
not got too far to ﬁ he said.

¢ said the public response
had made up his mind.

“They are the people that
matters, who make what | amn
today,” he said.

‘Also my coach has spent
the last 10, 15 years or so
grooming me for this occasion.

“It's finale and lly I'm
ﬁ:inﬂ to go out there and bring
the medal back."

He said he would be going
lo Atlanta to win.

'l go Into every race believ-
ing | can win. You've got to be
conflident, If you're not confl-
dent in this world you get into
trouble.” he said.

"l believe I'm capable of
rinning as [ast as it takes to
win

Christie lost to Canada's
world champion Balley and
Bruny Surin in Paris last Friday
in the biggest race of the sea
son so far.

........
............
__________

champion Linford Christie in action during an interna-
tional meeting in Gateshead, l.ondon.

the title .

A TRUE GERMAN MOMENT: Tennis ace Boris Becker (L), who retired from the Wimbledon
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Championships due to injury, leaves behind his disappointments to join in his country's

celebrations. He is congratulating Stefan Kuntz after the Euro '96 final.

—AFP/UNB photo

THE WIMBLEDON DIARY

LONDON, July 1 (AFP): Wimbledon diary on Monday :
Triple Wimbledon champion Pete Sampras, renowned for his methodical and professional

approach to his s

rt. leaves little to chance.

He has six rackets strung every day, whether or not he gets on court,

Sampras, chasing a fourth straight win at this year's championships, also has his rackets
strung at the highest tension of all players — 32 kilos.

The higher the tension the more control a player has, less tension means more power. Stefan

Edberg has his strung to 23 kilos and Derrick Rusta%m to 15 kilos.
*

Monica Seles shock early exist from Wimbledon and the French Open has prompted the joint
world number-one to search for a full time fitness trainer.
Seles. 22, who failed to survive the first week at Roland Garros, crashed out in the second
round of Wimbledon last week when she was beaten in three sets by Slovakia's Katarina

Studenikova.

She also failed in the first round of the women's doubles. Since returning to the tour after a
27-month absence after being stabbed in Hamburg in 1993, Seles has looked out of shape. She
will continue to be coached by her father Karolj but she wants to find somebody who can get her

back into peak condition.
Her doubles

partner Betsy Nagelsen said: "Monica has found it difficult to switch back on again

at will after being shut down for two years. She is aware that she is not as fit as she used to be

and she wants to do something

about it.

‘It has been a catch 22 situation.” Nagelsen added. "She wants to work out but picks up

injuries and the injuries then stop her wurkinpiInut.
ad will always be her coach,
with her to train her and look after her body."

"Although her

somebody travelling

she has come to the conclusion that she needs

Nagelsen. 39. is the wife of International Management Group (IMG) boss Mark McCormack.
She joined up with Seles in the doubles but they were beaten by Pam Shriver of the United States
and Rosalyn Nideffer of South Africa.

Britain's greatest tennis

The chairmen of the four Grand Slam tournaments, in association with Perry
present the Fred Perry award to the player who amasses the greatest number of

Perry. will

L

points in the Grand Slam rankings.

Perry died last

one each at the French and Australian Opens.

* x K

player, Fred Perry, is to be remembered with a new award.

's widow, Bobhy

year at the age of 85. He claimed three Wimbledon and US Open titles, plus

Japanese number one Shuzo Matsuoka. who took a set off tenth seed Michael Stich before
losing in the second-round, remains the fastest server at Wimbledon so far this year with a 133
miles per hour (214 kms per hour) effort.

* x K

German Alexander Radulescu tops the ace count at this year's Wimbledon with a total of 91

[rom three matches. Fourth seeded Goran lvanisevic with 67

; the Netherlands who has hit 76,
nisevic. who has served 650 aces at the tournament in his eight visits, has not yet dropped

a set at the tournament.

. 18 third in the list behind Hi{:hal‘(_l

Radulescu, however, has been involved in three five set marathons.

An apology to football's fantasy

LONDON. July 1:
Germany's 2-1
sudden-death vic-
tory over the

2 |

diireves

St

the Euro '96 final

\ Czech Republic in

killed off football

lantasy. their ruthlessly effi

the
the

cient machine wrecking
romantic dreams of
underdogs. reports Reuter

As a;i:ilnsl Italy, Croatia and
England, the Germans found
themselves playing second fid
dle to a team playing better
football.

But, as ever. when the final
whistle blew. it was the Ger
mans who emerged as win
ners, this time thanks to the
timely introduction of substi
tute Oliver Bierhoff. who
scored both goals

Neutral judges would have
voted Germany into second
[Jlacr. in Sunday's final after a
ivr}y and imaginative Czech
performance which saw the
gulaid:r;ttakr the lead from a

atric rger penalty early in
the second aerC : 4

But the Germans know it is
only goals that count. not in
spiration

it was the first time a so

called "golden goal” in extra
time had decided a major final
The Czechs, ranked 66-1

outsiders at the start of Euro
96, delighted fans throughout
the tournament with their re
laxed attitude to soccer and to
life and came close as a
whisker to adding Germany to
an un‘l;vrculve list of scalps —
Italy, Portugal and France
ut there was something

inevitable about Germany's tri-
umph even when "k fw
once, went inst them. The
gcnahy A which led to the

zech goal was clearly shown
to be a refereeing error by
television ays which indi-
cated Matthias Sammer's foul
on Karel Poborsky was well
outside the box.

In the end, it would be hard
to be grudge them their win as
they took the field with a team
severely depleted by injuries
and suspensions anci still came
out on top.

If the Czechs were the true
revelation, several other teams
flattered only to deceive in a
tournament which ultimately
did much the same.

England. France and Spain
all flickered brightly for a
while and bowed out without
losing a match as such,
their exits only after penalty
shoot -outs.

Hosts much
stronger than even home fans
H anticipated, earning [ll‘l::'l-

al su . time 1
lwurepdp:tﬂw as an m}'
tire nation caught up in foot-
ball fever held its collective
breath

Their devastating 4-1 win
over the Netherlands and pul

sating 1-1 draw with Germany
in the semifinals, marred only
by the hapless Gareth South-
gate's penalty miss, were
:’::_:’ﬁnﬂn;{ the high points of Euro

In Alan Shearer, with his
live goals and incisive ap-
proach, they had the tourna-
ment s top scorer

In David Seaman, the best
keeper and in Paul Gascoigne,
they had the least predictable
soccer genius.

But, in the end, they won
just two games out of five de-
spite lp-layin all of them at
Wembley and lacked the little
hit extra which might have
given a triumphant finish to
Terry Venables' reign as coach.

France, who also won just
two ol their five matches, were
better organised defensivel
but too cautious going forwards
and ended the tournament by
failing to score — or concede —
a goal in four hours of unin-
spired play.

The 0-0 draws after extra
time in the quarter-final with
the Netherlands and in the
semifinal against the Czech
Republic living by the shoot-
out sword in the first and
ing by it in the second, re-
vealed a jaded team tired by a
long season.

ut there was a positive
side. They extended their un-
beaten run to 28 matches, un-
lrashed one of the tourna
ment s best players in Yourl
Djorkaefl and laid the founda-
tions for what they hope will
be a successful hosting of the
1953 World Cup.
Spain scored only four goals

Navratilova
niggles Graf
LONDON., Jul 1: Tennis
veteran Martina

one Steffi Graf of faking
injury, reports Reuter.

"Steffi Graf could run in the

EILI_':HT'H!‘T-I‘I"I"I'.' at the Olympics
e knee injury is just an ex

ruse ahead of time in case she

needs it,” said the nine-times
Wimbledon singles champion.

Navratilova, who is com-
mrntltlng at
the American HBO television

network, told viewers, “lf you

read the newspapers youd

think she belongs in the hospi-
tal. if you look at her today

she's running like a le.”
Navratilova and

due to pllgﬂ in the

doubles al

last year, but the

pull oul for (ear

straining her back.

of over-

the mixed doubles

Jonathan Stark, who partnered

her 1o the title last year.

view, Rui Costa delighting

avratilova on
Monday accused world number
a knee

Wimbledon for

iral were
women s
mbiledon together
CGerman

Navratilova, 39, s pl.lrln1 I::
witl

in four matches but shaped up
as one of the best teams in the
tournament until the
ily went out to En
penalty shoot-out after looking
the better side.

unluck-
and in a

Portugal and Croatia played
the most cultured football on
for
the Portuguese with his intel-
ligent midfield artistry and Da-
vor Suker combining Croat

cunning with finishing finesse

to emerge as the star of the

championship.
But Portugal got lost too
often in their own intricate

Fassing patterns and Croatia
ell victims to their indisci-
pline, Lgor Stimac foolishly
ﬁ:tung himself sent off when

is side seemed to have the
Germans on the ropes in the
quarter-finals.

The Dutch were decided]
disappointing, orange mid-
fielder Edgar Davids finding
himself sent home after some
blue language about coach Guus
Hiddink while their normally
cohesive team play coagulated.

italy, potential champions.
scored the metaphorical own
goal of the tournament. perpe-
irated by a man who never
even got on the pitch — coach
Am#n Sacchi.

is decision to rest five of
his first team after an opening
win against Russia probably
cost his side dear A shock de
feat to a grateful Czech Repub-
lic started the East Europeans
on their unlikely path to the
final and left the stylish Ital-
lans unable to reach the last
eight

If Sacchi started the tour-
nament foolhardily. leaving
Roberto Baggio behind, he
ended it courageously. daring
to fly home to a peninsula in
which he had become the
most non grata of any of its

I'SOIA.

World Cup semifinalists
Bulgaria also llopped at group
stage despite a goal a game
from the irrepressible Hristo
Stoichkov and both Romania
and Russia failed to deliver too.

Denmark, fairy tale winners
four years ago, had to leave the
tales of the unexpected story
lines to the Czechs this time
while Scotland, Switzerland
and Turkey turned up, scored
two goals between them in
nine games and went home
sadder and perhaps wiser.

In the ofl-pitch tournament,
the police trounced the hooll
gans, Iﬂllﬂﬁ just one match
when a few hundred ran riot in
London after England were
knocked out.

Ultimately, that was proba
bly the best news that non-
stop soccer throughout June

in a tournament with
outstanding Il between
fans but an unimpressive tally

ol and no truly remark-
el oescls "



