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Tangled in a Web of Differences

But time has come, says Adnan R Amin, for the politicians to eradicate their

perpetual struggle for power which has already been
proven hollow to the people |

OW that the much-aw-
aited parliamentary elec-
tions are over rather

peacefully — save a few unpre-
cedented occurrence of viole-
nce. the people of Bangladesh
have let out a sigh of relief. As
holding a free and fair election
is the most important event in
the democratic process, this
élection has no doubt, been

another great step towards .

achieving ene of our goals —
establishing democracy in the
country. ™
The election has been a
very difficult test for all the
political parties. and all the
candidates. And as the tri-
umphant party rejoices, they
\ too, feel relieved. But for them,
this was only the beginning.
The real task, that is expected
of them to perform is vet to
come.

The people at large of the
country often have their
dreams, hopes and aspirations
and expectations killed up
upon the ent. And the
success of the government de-
pends upon their living up to
these dreanis and expecta-
tions. Different classes of peo-
El: expect different things

the ruling party and natu-
rally' there are basic differ-
ences in their list of priorities.
hfﬂ this article :xplut}r:s the
possi taﬁxctauuns an av-
erage student. it would be
most imperative a positive en-

vironment for academic activi-
ties is the foremost thing in
our priority list.

he term positive envi-
ronment does not, in my view,
only mean a violence-iree
campus. but it also denotes
more institutions. better text-
books, and most important of
all. total improvement of our
present education system. It is
not that the importance of
freeing the educational institu-
tions from grip of terrorist is
being undermined,

But it is an effort to remind
us all that our education sys-
tem and institutions still re-
main t ed in a web of diffi-
culties. of various sorts.

In order to free the cam-
pus from violence, mass
awareness has to be created. It
is not only up to the govern-
ment to do all of it. Next the
ruling party has got to put an
end to the eternal vendetta
between the most prominent
two rival student groups (no
need to mention their names
here, 1 hope). It is not an eas
task. But first they should pu
back all the unruly partymen of

theirs . =

It is known to all that every
halls of residence at the Dhaka
University is dominated by one
party or the other. And this,

imperativelv, has to stop right
now. And to ensure the slu-
dents. the right to study in a
peaceful atmosphere and the

subsequent bright futures, this
is one liftle sacrifice that all
litical parties have to make.
t has got to stop somewhere.
Amopgst all the other
things | would hope for, from
the government is a guarantee
to undisrupted scope for the
students to attend the
classes. But then, this shoul
be what | should hope for,
from the opposition. We've
seen where t]l:;e politician's in-
decisive attitude and unprece-
dented political stunts have
brought the country to.

We've also witnessed how,
during the BNP regime, the
non-cooperation programme
initiated by the Awami League
had seriously disrupted and
hampereéd our studies. Even
the date of SSC exams had to
be shifted. These actions can-

*not possibly be condoned. It
must be understood, that as
students, we give our studies
the highest priority. And dur-
ing this stage, these political
causes of the political leaders,
who engage in the perpetual
struggle for power, seem
pretty hollow to us.

During the past few years,
the education system of the
country, has been tossed and
turned over, quite a few times
— never really settling down
on anmn ermanent system.
First o al]i) the 'question bank’
system was introduced, but
only to be abolished after three
years. In thg first place. the

.
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system was totally preposter-
ous and fatuous and went a
long way to demonstrate the
inherent caprice that lingered
on with the system all along

‘from it's inception.

Then all on a sudden, agri-
cultural science was included
in our curriculum as the
eleventh subject. The system
of college admission test was
made rule and void and selec-
tion on the basis of marks was
introduced. These whimsical
decisions, substantially, chan-
ged the system. At this sce-
nario, all we can hope for is,
sagacious policy-making on the
leaders port and a stable,
persistent and well-planned
education system.

All the other discrepancies
and failures can be condoned
by the people. but when the

liticians let a vital process
ike education be hampered. it
is one aspect we cannot pos-
sibly overlook. The Parliament
building was made to study in.
So it would be our earmest re-
quest gnd hope, that this time,
politics is contained within it's
own boundary: let the process
ol education persislt in a
peaceful manner and positive

environment — for the poster- |

ity's sake, for the country's
sake, =

L
The writer has appeared in
SSC exams this year

ITH the elections
over, and rather pe-

acefully, the nation
n ks to the future with
‘great expectations’. One must

say that this was an unambigu-
honest and fair election.
The results were in favour of
Bangladesh Awami Ltagu;}
Despite repeated assurances
the observers that the
clection was fair and free of
prejudice, there were certain
rumours of irregularities ‘and
rminﬁ;‘ But 1 personally be-
lieve that these rumours are
baseless. Giving any impor-
tance to such rumours would
‘be foolish. Needless to say that
the June 12 election has con-
solidated the foundation of the
fledgling and wvolatile democ-
racy of Bangladesh, Though it

is a mﬁm appointment ior
BN

ers but the re-
ts - be Ii'..‘tl!pltd in a
manner.
e fact that the BNP lost
the election after being iIn
r for five years indicates
that the former government
did not restore to any unfair
means to win the elections,
nor did they adopt any nefari-
ous measures to rig the polls.
The results were genuine and
reflected . considerably upon
the opinion of the masses.
However, wtnninf or losing
are not the main [actors m-
volved. To steer the eountry
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 Greater
Expectations

The election has been fair. Now, please
start working together, writes
Towheed
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Right political theme

towards prosperity and devel-
opment should be given the

foremost priority. People don'i
want to see the continuation of

bitterness between the two
political parties — BNP and
Awami League. The unfortunate
bitterness between Lhe (wo
partiés only results in strikes.
non-cooperation movements,
hartals etc. These hartals and
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strikes a great threat to
the overall socio-economic de-
velopment of the country,

Lets not see such acrimo-
nious and Absinthian attitude
anymore. Lets make the pro-
gress of the nation in all
spheres of life the main issue.
Lets just forget party interesis,
lets discard our greed flor
power, autherity strive to-

ether to give a permanent
orm to our infant democracy.
After years of tireless efforts
and insurmountable odds, we
2;;:: finally found democracy.
Jove,

to hﬂlﬂ on to this ]Eu: :
be it under BNP rule or Awami
League rule.

I have stated earlier our
democracy is still in its infancy
and it is the sacred duty of our
leaders (BNP and AL alike) to
see to it that it matures prop-
erly and in the right process.
Therefore. who has won the
election is immaterial. Can we
not expect to see BNP and
Awami League leaders working
together for a  better
Bangladesh? It Is a matter of
great honour for us for being
able to hold two successive fair
elections one in 1991 and the
other in 1996. Let us increase
that hofiout by working to-
gether. The non-cooperation
movement earlier this r was
a devastat blow to the eco-
nomic growth of thé nation.
We earnestly hope that there
will be no repetition of such
deplorable incidents.

Let us sincerely hope that
the BNP and Awami League
leaders will bury their petty
differences and engage in
forming an ideal nation worth

mmg-
writér studies history al
the Dhaka Usitversity
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‘have seen large-scale

“tools and refugees

HE enormous changes

brought about by the end

of the Cold War .are trigg-
ering new mass movements of
people across the globe. These
refugee movements are com-
manding the attention of pol-
icy makers and scholars not
only for purely humanitarian
reasons and also because of the
serious consequences that re-
fugee and mass migrations
mean for international security
and the world as a whole.-

The television images of
people fleeing persecution,
massacres and killings or
simply unbearable living condi-
tions both economic and social
in the Horn -of Africa, Libgria,
Rwanda and in other parts of
the world have hunted us in
the comfort of our living forms.
The parts of former Yugoslavia
and the former USSR and
other regions of the world
pula-
tion movements which have
challenged the sanctity of bor-
ders and have controlled to
the disintegration of nations.
National and international sta-
bility and security are im-
mensely influenced by these
ISSuES.

Refugee movements can
both create or exacerbate con-
flict between states and influ-
ence their relations in many
other ways as well. Refugees
and other migranis are fre-
guently seen by both receiving
and sending states as a threat
to stability and as a problem
with serious national security
implications. With a growth in
unwanted and often uncgn-
trolled population movements
refugees are increasingly per-
ceived as a challenge to the in-
tegrity and security of both the
sending and receiving states.
Mass migrations are frequently
employed as furtlgn-pﬂlic}r

ave be-
come instruments of warfare
and military strategy. Armed
exiles have been used instru-
mentally as "freedom fighters”
and guerrillas to € wars on
all continents and interna
tional assistance to refugees in
some instances serves to sus-
tain armed rebel movements.

All these can become
sources of international con-
flict. Offering cross-border
sanctuary and support to mi-
grants and refugees frequently
causes military retaliation and
draws countries into conflict.
In many Third World regions
of conflict, fighters often min-
gle with refugee population,
using their camps for rest and
megdical treatment. and for re-
cruitment. In res to the
real or perceived' threats of
refugee warrior communities.
refugee c and settlements
have increasingly become mili-
tary targets. South Africa, for
example, regularly attacked
camps in la, Botswana,
Zambia and Lesotho before the
dismantling of the apartheid
regime, while Soviet planes
and missiles hit Pakistan terri-
tory during 4he Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan.

Claiming that refugee
camps were sheltering guerril-
las. the Guatemalan army
crossed the border into
Mexico in hot pursuit in the
early 1980s and ruthlessly at-
tacked refugee settlements in
Chiapas. Refugees on the Thai-
Myanmar border have [re-

_months.
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Not Alive,

Not Kicking

Md Rasheduzzaman looks at how mass
migration has become a political
as well as an economic problem

all over the world

quently been bombed by troops
of Myanmar. On several occa-
sions in recent years the
Honduran army entered camps
for Salvadorians within its own
territory and killed or injured
refugees.

ost governments also fear
that refugee communities will
turn against them if they were
unwilling to assist in their op-
position to the government of
their country of origin. This
danger may be particularly
great if the host country arms
the refugee against the send-
ing state. Relugee war com-
munities, in particular, often
pursue independent foreign
policies which prove difficult
to contrel. US support for the
unsuccessiul Bay of Pigs attack
against Cuba in 1961 resulted
in subsequent commitment by
the US to provide political asy-
lum for the participants. Over
the past several decades some
of these groups have been in.
volved in clandestine subver-
sive activities against the
Cuban regime thus blocking
the path to a cause of tensions
between the two countries.

The recent shooting down
of two cessna aircraft of exiled
Jose Basultos "Brothers to the
Rescue” group by Cuban air-
force and retaliatory action by
USA including the passing of
Helms-Burton bill which seeks
to tighten trade sanctions
against Cuba all helped in rais-
ing the temperature on both
sides and destroying the calm
other relationship was
w'itntsain% in the last few

n addition. some
have been engaged in the
enormous narcotics trade in
Miami. During the 1980s,
Miami also became a centre for
the recruitment of Nicaraguan
Contra Forces. who like the
Cuban Freedom fighters were
difficult to control once they

began their armed and
litical struggle against the
ormer Sandinista regime in

Managua from their exile bases
in Florida.

Unwanted migration can
frequently threaten ‘intra-:
communal harmony and un-
dermine major social values br
altering the ethnic, ¢ultural,
religious and linguistic compo-
sitions of the host populations.
Most societies have resulted
from earlier human migrations
and already rflpres:nt a mix-
ture. Many welcome, up to a
point, the cultural” diversity
that further migration brings.
But beyond some point. migra-
tion becomes a question of
numbers. Too much of foreign
influx may threaten the ability
of the existing soclety to re-

produce itself in the old wa
which can easily create a polit-
ical constituent for immigra-
tion control. Uncontrolled im-
migration eventually swamps
the existing culture. This is
one way of looking at the
European migrations from the
16th e¢eritury onwards in North
and South Americas, Ausiralia
and New Zealand. It is what
Estonians and Kazaks fear
about Russians. Palestinians
about Jews (and vice versa),
Baluchs about Panjabis and so
Orl.

For the past five centuries it
has been mostly migratory
Europeans that have posed
threats to other peoples. But
today incentives are rising for
more permanent mass migra-
tion movement in the other
direction from South to North.
The economic disparity be-
lween the two regions pro-
vides hit incentives for mass
migration. As the Vietnamege
boat people demonstrated,
even a substantial risk of death
or an unpleasant reception are
weak deterrents to deter-
mined economic migrants.

An aeute migration problem
between societies can hardly
avoid raising barriers and ten-
sions between them. In de-
fending itself against unwantedy
human influx, a country has
not only to construct legal and
physical barriers to entry. but
also to emphasise its ditferen-
tiation from the society whose
members it seeks to exclude.
Questions of status and race
are impossible to avoid. The
treatment of migrants as.a
kind of criminal class creates
easy ground for antagonism
between the countries of both
sides.

Immigration policies, the-
refore, can have unavoidable
impact on interstate relations.
For example. when a xeno-
phobic US Congress banned all
immigration of Japanese in
1924, this slight to Japanese
Emmﬂr had an enormously

impact in Ja and
contaibuted > wgmBcant der
terioration in relations be-
tween Washington and Tokyo
durings the interwar period.
More recently, when the
United States reformed _its
immigration legislation in
1986.1 the domestic political
and economic tmpact of the
new law was debated at length,
just how immigration reform
would affect the stability of
Mexico or El Salvador or the
ncighhuuﬂnﬁ countries played
no rule at all. But immigration
portliness are no longer an-
thers that can be determined
solely by domestic considera-
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tions without taking into ac-

count foreign policy factors
and the political and cultural
sensitivgs of their govern-

ments. -

Sirice the 1980s. the issue
of illegal Mexican immigration
has figured prominently in ‘ev-
ery summit-meeting between
US and Mexican presidents.
The r=cent ltﬁ!‘slatlun passed
by California whereby some ba-
sic rights were to be with-
drawr: from illegal immigrants,
the brutal beatings of illegal
Mexican immigrants by Cali-
fornia State Police have all
contriouted to deterioration ol
relation between the two
countries. Although this will
not to any conflict between the
t countries, it does show
how immigration, foreign pol-
icy and foreign relations have
become interconnected. The
continuing departure or Viet-
namese boat people from Hong
Kong and its impact on the
relations between Vietnam and
UK, Hong Kong and a number
of ASEAN governments, Anglo-
American relations serve to
reinforce this view.

What is very clear is that it
is no longer sufficient to dis-
cuss the subject or refugees
within a narrow national con-
text or as strictly humanitarian
problem requiring humanitar-
ian solutions. Too often refu-

ees are perceived as a matter
or international charity orga-
nizations and not as a political
and security problem. Yet refu-
gee problems are in fact inte-
nsely political} mass migrations
.create domestic instability.
generate interstate tension
and more a mother of intense
negotiation and sometimes
confrontation between nations.
Refugee and mass migration
issues have become inexorably
linked with the question of
international security.

The end of Cold War has
given rise to a new issue --

elthnic conflicts. The demise of

Soviet Communism has put the
concept of state, rigid territo-
rial boundaries and national
sovereignty under enormous
strain. The state composing of
many different ethnic commu-
nities are breaking up or are
simply sliding into anarchy.
These ethnic conflicts are
creating refugees and now it
apparent that any solution to-
wards solving the worldwide
refugee problem must resolve
the problems of ethnic com-
munities spread all over the
world,

The ecanomic disparity
which is wide.t1ln§ rapidly
throughout the world is caus-
ing people to leave their
homes and seek a better ‘future
in other countries; Mass mi-
gration has now become both

litical and economic prob-
ems’ and many developed
countries are enforcing draco-
nian measures to stop this mi-
gration which in turn is re-
sponsible for deterioration in
inter-state relationship. Issues

[

ol economic inequality. eco--

nomic uplift of less developed
regions must be addressed be-
fore expecting any solutions of
the refugee problem.

The writer is an MSS Final
Year student of International
Relations Department. Dhaka
Uniiversity. '
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