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It is a greal [eeling (o begin a
new Rolary year. As the District
Governor of the Rolary
International (R.1.) District 3280
Bangladesh. | have Lhe privilege
and honour to exchange my vi-
sion with the 2,500 dedicated
Rotarians ol Bangladesh so that
we can join hands to carry for-
ward the good work of Rotary
into yet another year.

At the 1996 Rl Assembly at
Anaheim, like all the lellow gov-
ernors | was reposed with a trust
by the 1996-97 Rl President,
Rtn. Luis Vicente Giay. He called
us the Governors "Plus.” [, in
turn. would name the Rotarians
of Bangladesh as the Rotarian
Plus. The word "Plus™ - which
has become so familiar to
Rolarians since 1985, thanks (o
the Polioplus programme - signi-
fies the challenge to maximum
eflort, additional eutput, the ex-
tra mile, achievements never be-
fore achieved that all of us hope
for and need. | am confident that
Rotarians of Bangladesh would
once again prove to be just that
and even more by providing ser-
vices in our communities. The
Rotarians ol Bangladesh would
work hand-in-hand with the
Government. NGOs, and other
service providers to help alleviate
the suflerings of our people.

In 1996-97. | wish and hope
for us to be a motivated, vibrant,
active, and visionary generation
We must carry Rotary’s flag and
its principles of service to ali cor-
ners of Bangladesh. We must
lead our Rotary District with
dedication, responsibilily, and
" commilmenl. We should rein-

force Rotary in all areas, giving
special emphasis to the member-
ship development campaign and

improve Lhe level of information
to the new Rolarians since a
substantial number of Rolarians
in our District have been club
members for less than fwo years.
We shall commemorate three im-
portani dates: the 30th anniver-
sary of Rotary's founder Paul
Harris' death, the 80Lh anniver-
sary of the endowment fund
called The Rotary Fogndation,
and 50 years of success in the
Scholarships programme of our
Foundation. Above all, we shall
support The Rotary Foundation
by all available means, especially
achieving the eradication of po-
Tio. These we wish (o undertake
both at the club and the district
levels during the 1996-97 Rolary
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year.
This year. the Rl President

chose "red brick” as the colour for
the jackels-that would be worn
by the 1996-97 class ol Rotary
leaders. To him. civilization is like
a big building made out of bricks
- thousands and thousands of
bricks. Each of us is a brick
supporting the grand structure
we call humanity. Brick is the
mosl versalile and vital element
of any structure. In essence, il

has the potential ol becoming
something more. Iis potential is
endless. Placed just right, bricks
can become a supreme crealion
of the human spirit. The only
limilations are those imposed on
it by the builder - the creativity,
energy, and lalent of the archi-
lect. My lellow Rotarian Plus: we
are the bricks of Rolary. We are
the base, the pillars. and the
foundation of the building we call
Rotary.

Today- we have no way of
changing the past. bul loday we
have endless ways of changing
the [uture. Destiny 1s not a mat-
ter of chance; it 1s a matler of
choice. The future is nol an op-

portunity to be wasted but rather
a work to be built.

Nobel scientist Jonas Salk
once said, "Our greatest respon-
sibility is to be good ancestors.”
We can best pay our own debt to
the past by building a better fu-
lure for new generations on the
[ramework our [orebears estab-
lished. :

Rolary has a vilal role Lo play
in the times thal lie ahead, Our
ideals are universal. Our global
organization is eflective, and our
programmes address the basic
needs of humankind. As
Rotarians. we are indeed archi-
lects of the luture to the extent
thal we acl on our commitment
10 serviee, |[ we are o achieve
our destiny, il we are o partici-
pate as archilects in the 21 st
century, il is lime now to uniold a
new blueprint. We must allix our
personal stamp (o a design for
lomorTow

Our [irst lask as archilecls 1s
o give our dream for the future a
solid underpinning. As a hiving

organizalion, our pillars are binll
on action. Every service we un
dertake 1s part ol our testimony
that Rotary < 111 valne hes in

Lthe work we do. Qur actions have
always spoken maore forcefully
than words.

As Rotlarians, we are indeed
architects of the future if we act
on our commitment lo service.
Our Rotary year is nol an oppor-
tunity to be wasted bul rather a
work to be built. I give a clarion

-call {o all of you to join with me as

we work together to: BUILD THE
FUTURE WITH ACTION AND
VISION. Without action, "service
above sell is merely an idealistic
phrase. That's why the full par-
licipation of every Rolariap is the
only way we can genuinely Build
the Future with Action. But we
also need vision. Action without
vision is oflen wasted, and vision
withoul action is jusl a dream.
Action with vision brings hope 1o
the world.

In 1996-97, we can Build the
Future with Action and Vision if
e _

build the future by honouring

our past;

build the [uture by strengthen-
ing pur clubs and increasing
membership;

build the fulure by bringing
quality into vocational service;

build the future by supporting
The Rotary Foungation; and
above all,

build the future by preparing
the new generations.

We sland al the threshold of
making significant changes in all
our lives if we all cared 1o reach
out and touch those, who need
our supporl most. Rolary is a
wonder(ul forum for fellowship
and service. Let us spread the
message of Rolary's Service
Above Sell and help bring smiles
in the {ace of people in our re-
speclive communities. The ide-
als, plans and tools for our year
are in your hands. Just as in
your life you are the architects of
your destiny, you are now the ar-
chitects of Rotary's destiny

The future is not out there,
wailing to be mel. The [uture is
here. waiting 1o be created. |1 1s
in our hands. Today Rotarians
can acl as good anceslors by
linking our wdeal of service with
the generations to come. Join we
me as we work logether Lo BUILD
THE FUTURE WITH ACTION
AND VISION.

My wife. Gul Afruz joins me in
wishing you and your family joy,
happimess, and prosperitly May
the Almighty guide us o a great
Kotary year. Khoda Hafez

sul.i the first Rolary clue was
¢ clablished 1n Chicago in 1905
wi.is four like-minded persons.
the very first service project was
thal of providing a public toilet
facility to the city's residents.
Iniually, no projects were under-
laken for the youth by the Rotary
clubs. It was not until 1915,
when the first youth project was
adopled. R.C. Ohio adopted an
orphan boy Lo provide him with
decent standard of living
Subsequently, in the 1916
Rotary Convention. a commillee
was formed for boys. The male-
bias in project selection was not
broken until 1933 when in a
dramalic change giris were in-
cluded and the project was offi-
cially renamed as the youth
week. Thereaflter, Rotary has
earmarked Seplember as the
ynuth acintes month

Helping young people see Lhe

rid is one of the most impor-
v+l ways m which Rotary serves
youlh worldwide. While
Rotarians are sometimes urged
lo take the long view of youth
SeTVICE SINVIng Lo creale a betler
socety lor youth to mherit tomor-
row - they perform an equally
imporiani role by acting as men-
tors who help Lthe young achieve
involvement and full participa-
tion in the task of creating the
pesl possible world here and
now

Vocational Service

For exampie, vocational service
can be a service to youth. As re-
specied representatives of a wide
variety of professions and busi-
ness concerns within our com-
mumnity. Rotarians have many
opportunities Lo help young peo-
ple who are preparing to enter
the work force. Rotarians have
much 1o ofler the youth in our
communities. Our individual
skills and traiming may vary, and
the way we choose 10 aid young
people might differ. Some of us
might prefer 1o work through
Rotary's organised programmes
such as Interaét and Youth
Exchange Others might seek out
opportunities on an individual
basis

Seleriing vocation is not al-
ways an =asy maliter for y

| oung
peopie. especially those who have | 04 the

Rotary's programme for new |

generations in Bangladesh

1,31 been exposed o the many
oplions and opportunites that

exist i loday s complex world
Many Rotary clubs help out by

mainlaining career inlormaltion
shelves in schools and public i
pbraries stocking them with
gudebooks Lo careers and jobs,
and relevanl pamphlets (rade
Journals and audw-visual mate-
nals

1. Service o youth 1s essential
since

Serving youth keeps Rotanans
in siep with the changing char-
acter ol the society and commu-
nity in which they bve.

i Involvement with young
people helps integrate club
members into thew communities.

iii. Keeping in step with the
young helps Rotarians stay flex-
ible and hopeful-two vital quah
ties that become renewed when-
ever youlh and Rotary work (-

gether

No matter how ardehtly
Rotarians pursue their good

Rtn. Dr, Ishtiaque Zaman
District Editor

works in the local and world
community, these efTorts will re
cede mlo histery unless young
people are prepared Lo assume
the mantle of leadership and
service when Lhetr Lime comes
Thus, Rolartans lake special in
lerest in developing Lthe lalent
and enthysiasm ol youth, giving
them a sense of personal and
cnie responsibility

The Rotary Inlernational
President, Luis Vicente Giay's
worldwide theme for 1996-97 1s
o Build the Future with Action
and Viswon. He has highlighted
the need to build the future by
prepanng the New Generatlions
When we speak of children,
adolescents. and young adults.
we are referring Lo nearly half of
the world's population. And for
all of them. the ttme is today be-

cause Lomorrow 1s oflen oo late
Cratr vision of the future, now

m.ore than ever, is the differen:»
between success and [ailure
The New Generations are our -

vesiment in the future Let us
begin 1o build that future today

District Governor Rin. M. Al
Mahbub has urged upon all the
Kotary Club Presidenis to motli

vale theit club members and
community 1o sponsor their own
prograrime for the new genera-
lions, including an open Jorum Lo
listen o the concerns of our
young people and Lo share our
experiences with them. He has
also challenged every Rotary club
in the hstnet Lo sponsor al least
one Inleract or Rotaract club

For the [irst time, members of
Interact and Rotaract clubs will
receive presidential challenges
The areas targeted are internal
growth, expanded senice actni

lies and increased contributions
lo The Rotary Foundation. It 1s
hoped thal with our combined
ACTION and VISION the "Rotan
Programmes for New
Generations” will serve as Lhe
basis for building the luture we
all hope for in Bangladesh
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nternational cometay PolioPlus: Rotary's greatest

Legislation, with representatives
of all Rotary clubs in the world,
declared the eradication of polio
to be a goal of the highest prior-
ity. It was proposed by the
Trustees of The Rotary
Foundation and the Board of
Directors of Rotary International.
It passed unanimously. The sig-
nificance is great. The Council is
the same body that in 1986 au-
thorised the campaign to raise
the most ambitious that the rep-
resentatives of 27,370 clubs said

highest; not just the
International leaders although
they agreed. :

While the nations themselves
are providing about 80% of the
cosl lo eradicate polio in their
countries, il is not enough alone
lo immunise all their children.
The shortage will amount,
worldwide, to a about 650-750
million dollars in the critical years
[rom now until the year 2000.
Most of the money will be needed
lo purchase vaccines. Where will
il cgme [rom? Some from Rotary
International, may be as much
as $85.000,000. Rotary is the
largest non-governmental donor
and there are other donors. The
polio-endemic country govern-
ments themselves do the most.
However, il must be the govern-
ments of presently polio-free
countries, the governments of
those people who will benefit the
mosl. For instance, the United
Stales.can save a quarter of a
billion dollars a year, every year
alter polio is eradicatled, when it
no londer needs to 'mmunise its
children. Large amounts also
can be saved by the governments
of polio-free Japan. Korea,
Taiwan, France, Germany,
Canada, Italy, Great Britain,
and others.

Polio is preventable

Poliomyeitis is a virus disease
and is preventable. Government
ol Bangladesh and Rolarians
are jointly working logether with
EPl to eradicate Polio from
Bangladesh. Even if we remove
Polio by the year 2000 yel re-
mains Lhe posl polio problems
and effects.

Polio usually affects the chil-
dren below 5 years and may oc-
cur in some chiildren even afler
the vaccine duly taken. It alfects
the nervous system and tlhe
muscles of the body. Mostly the
lower limbs are eflected or paral-
ysed. This pohio virus was iso-
lated in 1957 and the injectable
vaceine was invented in Lhe year
1954 and in 1958 polio vaccine-
oral drops was invenled

Of 1007% patient 30% have no
residual elfect, 30% are mildly
allecied that is one/two limbs
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Rtn. PDG Iftekharul Alam
Chairman, Bangladesh National PolioPlus Committee

are partly allected, 30% patients
are severely paralysed and the
rest 10% dies. The allected
limbs may be surgically cor-
rected. Another method is lo give
aid by calipers (Surgery).
Rehabilitation and physical
fiedicine is one of the important
method ol treatment. Cold or-
thopaedic cases may be trealed
by very little expenditures.

Polio Eradication -
promising but
challenging goal

At the 1993 World Health
Assembly in Geneva,

500 millionth child through
Poliollus.

Both events underscore com-
mitment to achieving a polio-lree
world. But eradicating the dis-
ease also poses a iremendous
challenge. Vaccine shortages in
Asia and the former Soviet Union
could hamper eradication, ac-
cording to the World Health
Organisation (WHO). China,
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan
accotnt for about 70 percent of
the world's polio cases. India is
making progress in reducing the
incidence of polio and achieved a

Luis Vicente Giay, President, Rotary Intemational

Swilzerland, in May, member
nations unanifnously reaffirmed
the goal 4T eradicating polio
worldwide by the year 2000. Al
Rotary International's 1993
Convention in Melbourne,
Australian also in May,
Rolarians celebrated the sym-
bolic mmunisation ol the world's

93-percent level of child immuni-
sation in 1992. As for other
countries "the problem is not po-
litical will or organization,” says
Dr. Ralph Henderson, assistant
director-general of WH(O. "The
only thing they need is vaccine 10
move forward and we have not
heen able to mobilise that for
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them.”

It will take an estimated 11
biltion doses of vaccine over the
nexl len years Lo eliminate polie,
WHO estimates. That means,
says Dr. Henderson, that the de-
veloped world will have to see po-
lio eradication as a sound, jong-
lerm investment if the necessary
funding is to be found.

Since 1985, Rotarians of the
world have worked to fulfill a
dream - to protect all the world's,
children from a cruel, crippling
disease, poliomyelitis. By raising .
more than US$ 247 million, they
enabled The Rotary Foundation
lo provide a five-year supply of
vaccine for any developing coun-
ry lo immunise its children. (One

. hundred countries have received

PolioPlus grants. The Founda-
lion's commitment, thus far, is
more than $200 million to buy
vaccine, lo improve vaccine
quality. and o support mobiliza-
tion efforts. The resulls have
been impressive.

Millions of children are alive
and heallhy today because of
PolioPlus. But unless the virus
thal causes po1lin is eradicated,
future children will be at risk and
hundreds of millions of dollars
will have Lo be spenl every yeay 1o
vaccinate them. To hefp the
world end the threat of this dis-
ease once and for all, Rotary has
embarked on a new phase of ac-
tion. In addition lo encouraging
regular immunisation programs,
1L now is encouraging and sup-
porting national immunization
days twice a year for Lthree years,
sysiemalic reporting of all sus-
pected cases, laboratory net-
works to track the virus, and
community wide vaccination ac-
liviti€s lo contain outbreaks of
the disease, '

Through PolioPlus, Rotary is
part of a strong international
partnership that is working to
eliminate polio. The global Polio
Eradication Nelwork or partner-
ship includes the World Health
Organisation, the Pan American
Health Organisation, UNICEF,,
Task Force for Child Survival
and Development, Lhe US
Centersfor Disease Conwrol and
Prevention.

Foundation Committee 1996-97
Arch Klumph, the sixth
President of Rotary inlernational.
called for the establishment of
an endowment [und for the pur-
of "doing good in the world.”
e said, "....we should look at
the Foundation as being not
something of loday or tomorTow,
but think of it in terms of the
years and generations Lo come,
Rotary 1s a movement for the
centunes.
Rotarians, the world over,
reaclily recognize and identify the

The Rotary Foundation

PDG Aziz-Ul Haq |
Chairman, The Rotary

name ol Paul I’. Harris as the
Founder of Rotary, Less known,
even 1o the Rolanans, is the
name of Arch Klumph. He was
President of Rotary International
n 1916-17. It was he who pro-
posed Lo the 1917 convention ol
Rotary in Atlanta, Georgia, USA,
the creation ol an endowment
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Rotary is the biggest service
organization of all tmes. |t made
a very humbile beginning in 1905

with four men in Chic Its
founder, Paul P, Harns, t
of building eternity. He to

our everyday life the idea that
every man has a posilive obliga-
tion - concern for the well-being
of his neighbour. "Service above
sell” has been the guiding spirit
of Rotary to inspire millions in
170 Natiops and geographical
areas lo dedicale themselves 1o
creale world neiyghbourhood into
a worid brotherhood

in Bangladesh Rotary symbol-
1ses new hormzons of hope, with a
humbile beginning through the
founding of Rotary Club of
Dhaka in 1937. Rotary has
recorded a steady growth despite
difliculties, which at times
seemed unsurmountable. The
2nd World War, the partition of
India, the creation of Pakistan
War of Liberation of

Rotary movement in Bangladesh

Bangladeth in 1971 stalled the
proggess of Rolary al relevant
limes bul the mdomitable spirit
of volumlary personal involve-
men! mn selflless service enabled
Rotanans nol only to survive but
also 1o move [orward with de-
lermmation and commitment.
Rotary Club of Dhaka was or

ganized by Rin. Herbert Bryant
under the sponsorship of Rotary
Club of Calcutta, India of R.1.
[istnct 329 (the then District
89 Kin Pharoze Sethna was the
District Governor of R 1. District
B9 {Indhal at thal ime The chub
held iis first ever meeling, at
lended by 17 Rotanans. on 22nd
December 1937 of the first floor
of the Imperial Bank of India

PDG Dr. Mohammad Moniruzzaman
District Trainer 1996-97

Building al Victoria Park
(renamed Bahadur Shah Park),
Dhaka. The Club was admitted
lo Rolary Inlernational on 26th

‘February. 1938. Those charter

member s displayed worthiness of
their select in encouraging
and the ideal of service
as a basis of worthy enterprise in
response (o Lhe need of the soci

ety. Instead of weekly meetings,
in those days the regular club
meetings were held fortnightly
and the Founder Members used
0 meet al each member's place
by rotation - in real Rotary fash-
ion. It was indeed an exciting

mun of Rotary in

Bangladesh is indeed a (ribute 1o

the worlthy pioneers, who
founded the first Club - the
Kotary Club of Dhaka. These pi-
oneers have been succeeded year
afler year by persons, whose
leadership faith and devotion
has built a glorious traditon of
sellless service, f[ellowship,
goodwill and understanding. To
know the past is (o build for the
future. Contemporary Rotary
the present-day Rolary in
Bangladesh is a dynamic, evolv
ing movement, which has left a
mark of excellence by providing
services o (hose who need 1t
mosi

The spirit of Rotary's sellless
service found in Bangladesh as a
land ready for speedy and

steady growth. While it took 38
years since 1937 lo establish
seven Rotlary Clubs, it took only
20 year to eslablish B4 new
Rotary Clubs. This speaks elo-

quently for the acceplance of
this message of Rotary by the
people of Bangladesh Today.

Bangladesh has a Rolary
District and boasts a member
ship of 2500 dedicaled
Rotarians united in the ideal of
service.

Rotarfans have played vital
roles in communily service in
Hangladesh. It is not possible (1o
describe Lhem in details. The
significance of the endeavours of
the Rotarians Nes in the fact that

they played the role of ploneers in

mte Cnay at R 1 Convention Alco

n (il hl"ru'.{r Mabbub

many fields In 1955 there was
no facility in the country for pro-
viding education (o the blind
Rotary Club of Dhaka estab.
ished the first School for the
blind. It had a very humble be-
@nning but the sc hool suiceeeded

in providing much-needed edu -

caliom Lo blind children. It is
worth menlioning that. a young
blind boy. who got his education
in the Rotary School. 18 new a
successful voung man and a
dedicaled Rotarian The school
has been handed over lo the
Government

Education has always received
keen altention of Rotarlans
Aboul 40 years ago. Rotary Club
of Dhaka established the first
Adult Literacy Centre in Dhaka
AL first. the Cenire did nol receive
Lthe expected response but grad
ually succeeded In allracting in
leresied adulls Later Rotary
Club founded a Night School for
the adulls also

e |

fund for the purpose ‘of promot-
ing education and other services
for communily progress. The
fund started with a contribution
of only US dollar 26.50 from
Rotary club ol Kansas City,
Missouri, USA, the surplus of
funds left over from the 1918
Convention of Rotary. The initial
vears did not show any
encouraging sign ol big success.
But since the death of Paul
Harris in 1947, Rolarians all aver
the world started making
contributions to the Rotary
Foundation in honour of their
founder. The first significant
International Service Programme
The Foundation was the grant of
18 Graduale Scholarships. Since
then, millions of dollars has been
spent on programmed Today.,
those who continue the tradition
of honoring Paul Harris by
contributing US$ 1.000 - or for
whom US$ 1,000 is donated in
their honour or memory -- are
designated Maul Harns Fellows.
_The Foundation is supported
by voluntary centributions [rom
Rotanans and friends of Rotary

world over. Such contributions
are initially invested for a three-

year period before they are ex-
pended on programmed

All Rotary Foundation awards
and grants are made in conjunc-
tion with Rotary clubs' and
Districts’ international service
activities. Application for funding
musl be initialed by a Rotary
Club or a Rotary District.

Rotary Fcundation pro-
grammes supporl various hu-
manilarian services, such as,
Ambassadorial Scholarships,
Grants for University Teachers to
serve in developing counlries,
Group Study Exchange,
Matching Grants, Health, Hunger
and Humanily Grants, Rotary
Volunteers (o serve in countries
other than their own, Polio eradi-
cation, Peace Forum, elc.

Scholarships

Started in 1947, ‘Igu- Rotary
Foundation Scholarships pro-
gramme supports about 1,200
scholars each year for graduate
or undergraduate study in van-
ous discipline. So lar approxi
mately 25,000 scholars from
about 130 countries have re-
cetved scholarships at a cost of
about US Dollar 250 million. The
scholarships are ambassadorial
in nature, and scholars have a
responsibility to speak to Rotary
Clubs in their home and host
countries.



