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The DCC Budget

The Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) has an-
nounced its budget of Tk 359.46 crore for the
year 1996-97. A revised budget for the outgoing
1995-96 fiscal year showing a whittling down of
. the original allocation of Tk 303.48 crore to Tk
266.46 crore was also approved. Mayor Hanif,
who presented the budget, accorded priority to
increasing civic amenities for the city's growing
| number of inhabitants. A lion's share of the bud-
get amounting Tk 248.66 crore has been allo-
cated for an all-round uplift in the living condi-
tions of the metropolis.

® The thrust of this budget, like in the previous
one, is definitely on the development side. How-
ever, the downsizing of the previous (1995-96)
budget should leave a few lessons for the DCC.
According to the mayor's own admission, the re-
duction of the '95-96 budget was necessitated
mainly because of unrealised tax amounting to Tk
35 crore. Of this, the government, semi-govern-
ment and autonomous bodies themselves owe Tk
15 crore to the corporation. The budget for the
next fiscal year is reliant upon a grant of Tk 65
crore from the government and Tk 70 crore as a
component of foreign and government-funded
projects. So, there are latent variables that might
necessitate a revision of the next year's budget as
well.

The mayor is evidently in the best of positions
though to carry forward his programmes for the
metropolis. The change of government must
prove propitious for him in his relationship with
the local government ministry. On top of every-

thing, the prime minister's directive for an effec-
tive coordination among the different service .sec-
tors — desirably with the DCC acting as the hub—
should go a long way in doing away with overlap-
ping and repeat activities. If things fall in place,
we surely can expect the avoidance of resource
waste.

Let the DCC give more attention to its tradi-
tional job of conservancy. An allocation of Tk 70
crore to environment development projects is
heartening but their success will largely depend
on the efficiency of the DCC's garbage collection
and disposal. The provision for construction of
drains is there, but we do not know if the
strength of the garbage collecting fleet will also
be raised. This basic requirement has to get the

priority it deserves. Let the DCC give us a clean
and environment-wise congenial city.

Cellular Hopes

_ Possibly Dhaka's cellular buyers have hag to pay
the highest price in the world for their sets and
as well for the ‘calls, made and received. A" poor
nation's lot is replete with such ironies.

Now Grameen Bank, through its subsidiaries
| developed for the purpose, are trying first to
make the mobile telephone available to their or-
ganisational units spread over thousands of vil-
lages and also to the borrowing members of these
units. Their projection that the resulting huge
bulk of sets purchased and the matching net-
working would drastically reduce the price of the
sets, sounds very practicable indeed. If we com-
pare our situation with, say, Sri Lanka we shall
both be shocked and amazed. It is said there you
can get a cellular at just about any store and at
prices decidedly below Tk 5,000.

If that is that, why did we have to pay thruugh
our nose and burden our wired technology with
loads they cannot take within even decades? In
an atmosphere of free market getting freer and
fear all the time, who was it that played such a
cruel monopolistic blackmail? While this question
should not be allowed to peter out — the task at
hand is to reach our people with this benefit of

Be it through Grameen Phone or whatever, tele-
phones must be made available to all of our peo-
ple, irrespective of class and property and mone-
tary position. It must not remain a luxury afford-
able by the rich.

The Grameen thrust in the matter first broke
in the press as something resembling a utopia. All
small producers, breeders and stockists of the
rakhee business enquiring all over the plates for
a better price over their cellulars. That is quite a
dream but eminently realisable. Who will take
‘care of the city folks ? Some set-up called the

Nagoreen? ‘
Wage Award

On Saturday Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
spoke for -the first time of taking appropriate
, steps to implement the wage board for journal-
ists. For six years, however, government has not
modified its own advertisement tariff. During the
same period a newspaper's cost of production has
trebled or quadrupled — and price about doubled.
It is a silly idea to keep one's purse strings tight
and enjoin upon others to open theirs — when
the source and volume of money remains the
same. Till today government is by far the biggest
advertiser of all. If government is both stingy and
feisty over inflating its dues to newspapers, let it
| prove so by cutting wholesale on patronisation
ads. Advertisements must go to the truly and bet-
‘ter selling newspapers.

The former government was found in a very
awkward position during the newsprint crisis
that still continues for the new government to
address. What happened to the green jute
newsprint revolution? And ‘what indeed hap-
pened to the green jute sticks purchased in huge

An eminently solvable equipment-cum-spares
problem is plaguing the industry in a manner that
calls for urgent resolution.

By a stroke of pen government can bring down
the prices of spares and other materiel. This
should cushion the award implementation.

 Commumist movement
.regarded by
. the national media and other

the STR — scientific and technological revolution.

lots at different mill-gates more than a year back?

Foreign Policy Establishment : Bangladesh Experience

I N his mmeeting with Pri-
nee Sadruddin Aga Khan
in August 1972, Foreign
Minister Syed Abdus Samad

Azad made some important
remarks on the foreign policy
of the new count hile
Uw:lrtcutmg the role of the

HCR, headed by the prince,
Bangladesh Furfi 11 Minister
laid_emphasis on the spirit of
the 'War of Liberation as the
embodiment of the policy
objectives of the government.
The prince's courtesy call on -
B bandhu convalescing in
Hotel La Reserve in Geneva
also reflected the same
resonance. Earlier Foreign
Minister Azad's letter to Vit-
torio Winspeare-Guicciardi,
the UN ¢ in Geneva and his
personal note to me on our
admission to the World Health
Organisation reflected the
same spirit. President Justice

Sayed Chowdhury's letter

une 1972 o me only re-
Emghllllﬂd the same vibes.

oreign policy of a state is
the reflection of the domestic
policy objectives of the country
— as the embodiment of the
coummry s history and the aspi-
rations of the people that go
with it. As American July 4
independence Day celebration
cannot be visualised without
George Washington and the
declaration of Independence
in 1776, so the French July
14th celebration cannot be
seen as isolated from the
storming of the Bastille and
the slogan of "Liberty. Equality
and Fraternity "

In Bangladesh. the post-'75
Tiod — roughly. a hiatus of
| years — presents a differ-

ent pictuge. liberate efforts
were made to distort the his

tory of the War of Liberation;
war heroes were slaughtered,

anybody connected with the
War of Liberation was a target
of character assassination.

Conscious eflorts were made
to create division among the
freedom fighters — both civil
and military. In this process of

"We the mkafmwm“r independence on the 26th day of March ‘71 and,
through a historic struggile for national liberation, established the independent, sovereign
People's Republic of Bangladesh.”

baudlerising our history, the
projonmo was dished out
trytbooks concealing the true
Iistory of and tHe
siruggle that went with Iit.
Bengalee homeland was not
achieved in a nine months of
war. Be ee resistance of
thousand years before that
: the ground

the achievement of a n
in 1971 under the leadership
of Bangabandhu. Many leaders
and I;!illi]'l:td:i &:r;%
tributed to that day: Raja

as much as King Shos
GCorashandha as much as

Preetilata Wadiddar; Khudi-
ram as much as Shubash Bose;
Mir Musharral Hossain as
much as Nazrul Islam and
Alawal; Tagore as much as
Madhusudan Dutt. The pasture
was further cultivated by Hos-
sein Shaheed Suhrawardy.
Maulana Abdul Hamid Bhasani
and Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Huq. Ban u Sheikh Mu-
jib gave concrete shape to the
thousand-year-old ngalee
dreams by giving a gcngraphic
uration to the country a

our homeland. As expressed In
the preamble of the [irst
Constitution of Bangladesh;
"We the of Bangladesh,
having proclaimed our inde-

ndence on the 26th day of

arch '71. and, thr a his-
toric struggle for national Mb-
eration, established the inde-

ndent. sovereign People's

blic of Ba
The distortion of the his-

tory of B adesh and with it
the Bangladesh foreign policy
objectives started with the

amendment of this part of the
Constitution.

it is interesting (o note
that in the past quarter-cen-
tury of our independent na-
tionhood, all major foreign
policy achievements  have

been made by ts con-
nected with the War of Lib-
eration. It was For Minis-
ler Samad Azad u whose
leadership this writer took
Bangladesh to all the UN
agencies in Geneva, Vienna

and Rome overcoming the ob-
stacles created by, some
powerful countries between
1972 to 1974 who did not yet

recognise Ban esh. It was
B—angahimdhu heikh Mujibur
Rahman who took the new
country to the United Nations

on ember 17, 1974. S A M
S Kibria foreign secretary
piloted Bangladesh's admission

to the Security Council for the

ENCHIRIDION

Walhiur B

1979-1981.
occupied the senior-most t

period He also
(in the UN system f[rom
Bangl:d:uh as ESCAP
Executive Director. Again. it
was another freedom fighter
diplomat Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury whe adorned the
presidency of the UN General
Assembly at it 40th session.
We have of course some of our
fimest officers amongst those
who for circumstances could
not contribute to our War of
Liberation.

Bangladesh hl.l never been
friendless. We have never
been defeated in an ﬁr in-
ternational bodies. zluil
riod between 1991 and ) 5
saw perhur. the nadir In our

cy

foreign poli Except for the

abhman

admm:lm to the FAO council
b& dtffatin powerful
laysia. agam by a freedom
ﬂghttr diplomat. the foreign
policy establishment between
91 to '95 was as it were. hoist
by its own petard. Cyhics may
cast as on our officers.
But the fact is that our officers
most of whom are serious and
dedicated workers had

little chance of cnntﬂbuung
towards our for

policy ob-
ectives during this period
were made to work in a
very unhealthy atmosphere.
They were reduced to the yes
men’ of the establishment,
Their creativity was snuffed

ot

An with ability to in-
novate a contribute was ob-
structed. Diplomats with lib-
eral hﬂLk?ﬂUﬂd and attitude
were carefully screened out
The result was horrendously
obvious. Who would believe
that Bangladesh would secure
only two votes in FAD election
for Director Genemal? Who
would countenance that in the
ECOSOC and UPU elections
Bangladesh received less than
South Pacific micro-states?
Our traditional friends in Mus-
Hm countries and OIC felt g
nored. our friends in the
donor community, including
foreign establishments like
World Bank and IMF were
sidelined, internal contradic-

tions in foreign policy pro-
our
about our

urpose. We even
andle our neutral

SAARC
y making deroga-
tory remarks about some of our

nouncements made
friends wonder
clarity of
could not
relationshi

countries

with the

neighbours. Anti-India

started looking larger than
Our young boys and

dLH‘:uvr
sence  of

regime. What
reality!

any

and historic necessity -
forging a closer relationship
The S forum presents an

ideal npf)oﬂumry The region

ulation. now
icts and dis-
can easily become a re-
gion of peace and through
n of economic
It is the historic
Anyan-Draividian synthesis that
nurtured. The
logic of co-operation is to be
rediscovered in our commeon

of a bil
riven with con
trust.

peace. a regio
lneomotive

needs to be

heritage and
article — Aryan-Dravidian
thesis. December 11. ]
The
mades by Prime
Sheikh Hasina

new  direction. On all

must have a bi
proach. Begum
of economic diplor
address to the Bang]
voys in London.

iie.
\ girls in
schools and colleges started
looking at India as our enemy
number one. At the same time,
Indian merchandise was al-
lowed to flood our markets, at

a heavy cosl to our own pro-
industries in the ab-
regulatory
a travesty of the

v! The countries of the
SAARC region have a natural

g common his-
toric experience. (The author's

pronouncements
Minister
and the For-
eign Minister certainly give a
major
foreign policy objectives. we

artisan ap-
also ;poft

in her
sh en-
Ironically for
her she threw out those peo-
ple who actually achieved suc-

cess in various endeayours. na-

tional and international. and
promoted those, particularly in
the [ﬂ-.rn%ln policy establish-
ment., who were connected
with the tragic events of Au-
pgust 1975 and ethers who ac-
Livity of the creation of
Bangladesh! The lack of foreign
policy directives did not allow
SoImne points in the Mor-
shed mmittee to be imple-
mented. Foreign Secretary Fa-
rook Sobhan was intimidated
when he tried to speak about
some of the recommendations.

Transparency in civil ad-
ministration has to be matched

with accounta in the for-
eign as . It is in this
context t the new foreign

minister's pronouncements
give us reason for hope in the
coming days. The minister and
his deputy. Kaiser .
are both committed politi-
cians. will. | am sure,
take demonstrative action to
lift the morale of the
minist and reactivate
esta A
other ways, in order to re-in-
vent our true identity at home
and abroad. The American
Declaration of Independence
had a strong moral connota-
tions; so have we in the
reambile to our Constitution.
cs may not like it — but
do not build cathedrals.
e must define over critical
choices to jlend vibrancy and

gnamimtnmrformpnl—

Robert _ the first
American secretary for
affairs. selected in January 10.
1781, experienced a consider-
able amount frustration in of-
fice beeause his duties ‘were
sl s ot Daparimans
start te
with 14 officials — 4 domestic
and 10 overseas. Foreign Min-
ister hhdu!?ﬁlml Azad
started in -1972, M indepen-
dent Bangladesh perha
with less than 14 officials.
could thereiore. be a better

and

UCH media attention
has focussed on the
role of the left, more

rticularly of the Communist
arty of India (Marxist), during
the. recent goings-on in New
Delhi in connection with the
formation of a new gove-
rnment. The Leftists and
Marxists, in other words, have
come to gain overwhelming
recognition as an integral ele-
ment in the nation's main-
siream. This by itself is a
remarkable development. Till
only a few years ago, the
was
large sections ol

opinion shapers as an alien
corn; the ideoclogy of the Left
was supposedly not quite rec-
nncilahﬂ with the nation's po-
litical ethos. All that is
changed. This change is all the
more significant in the context
of the general erosion of Left
activism all over the world fol-
lowing the collapse of the So-
viet Union and the eastern
bloc. '

One outcome of this trans-
formation of attitude toward
the Left has been the disap-
pointment genuinely felt in
many quarters at the decision
of the Central Committee of
the CPI(M) not to join formally
the United Front government
and thereby forgo the oppor-
tunity of having its Politbureau
member, Shri Jyoti Basu, in-
stalled as the nation's prime
minister. Even those sections
of the media. who otherwise
strongly disapprove of the Left.
have ressed distress at the
CPI{M) decision. in their view,
it would have been to the best
interests of the country in case

A Salute to the Left?

Ashok Mitra writes from New Delhi

the West Bengal chiel minis-

ter. with his nr:hly deserved

reputation dlnr Iﬂdmlli“llll'ﬂﬂ\-f

acumen and political sagacil

could be persuaded to lak:

char%}enf the government in
thi.

The sense of anguish has
been paruculaﬂ dee ) among

those who strong that
the only way out nf the tical
quagmire the country finds it-

self in is a secular non-

Congress government at the
Centre which could assure
both efficiency and stability.
Given the track record of the
Left Front in Wesi Be . a
Jyoti Basu-led coalition
regime. it was widely believed
would have been the best an-
swer (0 the nation's prayers.
According to some of these
commentatoers, by tak:ing the

dered one or two sentimental-
ists have proceeded to lament,
is an opportunity which is

never going to re-visit India’s
Left.

In this cacophony, a few

olther points of view have
tenided to be missed out. Ar-
guments ted in sup of

the desirability of the CPI(M)'s
joining the United Front gov-
ernment, — and of Shri Jyou
Basu assuming its leadership —
without question contained
I:H.u-[‘hj Iluhilam‘::. It hil
nonetheless prisi that
there has brc:?ur:'u l"cfl:rngnnt at
all in the discussigns that en-
sued to another aspect of the
CPl(M)'s resolve to ltl{ away
from power. The ie uf
principle. the Marx!ltdp

phy ol lile says. shoul alwn]n

gurllnt ministerial port-folios.
litics have been reduced,
ane is almosl persuaded to
cenclude, to the sharing of
spoils. The rate race for
power, and for pelf that
seizure c;f power ensures, does
not any longer evoke any lar
scale miscomYort or fa: I:'f
astonishment : the nation
come (o expect such cmuiuﬂ
from politicians and polilk
parties. The craze currently in
vogue for the pragmatic phi-
losophy of liberalisation has

lent extra acceptability to the

politicians' bid for and
loyment of that to
ect material them-

selves and their near and dear

ones: the core of the liberali-
sation message, after all, is to
urge each citizen to enrich

precedence over the
of uunlnttrial

has

preferred to covet., Such absti-

nence has been rendered into
an unfamiliar quality in recent
times. It is an altogether un-
commmon sight. this courage of
political party
which enables Lo express its
disinterestedness in the office
of the nation's prime minister
evert when it is offered to it on
a platter. The international en-
ropitious

the ev-

is country
reluse to be daunted; they have
proclaiming

conviction of a

vironment is hardly
for them, but, goi
idence the Left in t

no hesitation in
that, in their lexicon. com-
mitment to ideology

This nation, wkwhmmmh Twmwmmmuymmyﬁmmm

mornings thanks to the spread of the notion that enjoyment of the good things in life is the
quintessential objective, all else is dross

decision it has taken. the
CPI{M) has shirked a respon-
sibility the nation was keen to
see it assume,
sympathisers of the Left, on
l{muﬂmr hand, are full of re-
grets for a different reason :
with a communist as Prime
Minister, the course of history,
they maintains could have been
greatly hastened in the eoun-
try. and the objective of usher-
ing in an economically pros-
perous, egalitarian popular
democracy would have been
almost within reach. Such a
development was, in their
judgement, bound to have a
trﬂnenduus global impact as

well. The opportunity surren- -

Traditional

be in command; whatever the
teniptations. it 'would be wrong
for a communist te ditch his
principles for the sake of some
im iate, seemingly alluring
material gains. The past few

ears have witnessed the put-

eak of a moral blight; grab-
bing power for and using this
power for accumulation per-
sonal wealth and fortune have
emerged as the outstanding
political culture in“the country.

This calture has an infec-
tious quality. Even amongst
parties which comprise the
United Front, a scramble was
much in evidence during the
past lew weeks to oceupy min-
isterial berths and capture im-

himself or herself without ex-
pending too much thought on
the means.

How many in the circle of
political commentators have
stopped to admit that, in this
cloying climate. the decision of
the country’'s leading Left party
to turn down the inwitation to
enter government strikes an
altogether different chord?
This decision on the part of
the CPI(M) Central Committee
could prove “right or wrong
over the long run. What is
however of equal. or even
greater importance in today's

conlext is. a political party -

demonstrating to the world
that the principle it cherishes

considerations.

This nation. which once
swore by Tagore and Gandhi,
has gradually slipped away
from most e hltaf
thanks to the spread of thl:
notion that enjoyment of the
good things in ljfe
quintessential objective, all
else is dross. A different kind
of riposte has now been served
by the Left.
the Central Commiitee of the
CPHM) may have at the mo-
ment few takers in this a-
moral nation; it still stands out
in its a distinct splendour.

Fimally, one other notice-
worthy feature in the CPl{M)

Ez-:tinnl To h-r
even more, explicit, to for sake,
the party is asserting, is to be

— and to
the strategy that ideology is
stiggestive of supersedes other

mornings

is the

The resolution of

decision has also eluded no-

lice. The party's Central Com-
mittee, exemplifying the basics
ol inner- . ve-

mocracy

toed the recommendation of
the su body. the Politbu-
reau, that Shri Jyoti Basu be
permitted to accept the office
of prime minister. This too is -
quite unheard of in the pater-
nalistic climate nurtured in
the country.

Should not one connect this
lack of avarice on the part of
the Left also with that other
n1;1_1iL.revtlatinn i:‘_ recent
mon ans acti-
cally’ all &uﬁ. F y
reputation sullied hy tmr'nh\l |
ment in the hawala transae-
tions not one Left leader has
however been found to be in-
volved in these sorded exer-
cises in venality. The conclu-
sion his ulll'~tﬂd?1th: adherence
to the policy of the prlnclﬁc
also impliti:yldhﬂ:nct to in-
tegrity and truthfulness.

‘The Left still ¢
a minor mﬂmmmir?m]dmm!

try. They have nonetheless
n cceeded to gain entry into
e national mainstream. And.

Wh{l knows. at the next

their assertion and rcal-nu'hm
of old-fashioned values. such as
dedication to ideology. resis-
tance to lemptations. and
sticking to the straight and
narrow path of ethical
hebaviour. might win over for
them the allegiance of millions
and millions of countrymen.

That would be given tidings for

imany others though.
— Mandira.

The author is a former Fi-
nance Minister of West
and noe. a Member of
niecrit . Reajrper Saable,

An earnest appeal

Sir, The coumtry has re-
cently overcome a deep crisis.
After the free and fair elec-
tions under a neutral caretaker
government, a new govern-
ment has come to power. What
1s interesting to note here is
that the roles of the erstwhile
leadership and o ition have
reversed! The B under the
leadership of Begum Khaleda
Zia will be the largest ever
opposition party to sit in Par-
liament. Their decision to

. form a shadow cabinet is cer-

tainly laudable.

Under the present circum-
stances, we make an earnest
appeal to the oppesition to
keep to their election pledges
and not resort to hurta &
strikes, walk-outs, ete. The
more “"constructive" and
"reasonable” their opposition
in parliament will be tﬁg more
appreciable will be their ef-
forts outside. For once, give
importance to our wishes —
the dream of the people of
Bangladesh and engage in
healthy politics.

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
27, Dhanmondi, Rd. No. 2,
Dhalkaa 3

Assets and property
~ of ministers, MPs

and government
officials

Sir, The population of our
country is 12 crore and the
number of our MPs is only 300.

On average an MP represents .
about 40 lakh people. While .

majority of the people live be-
low tht‘: poverty line, some of
the MPs lead an ostentatious
life and their affluence need no
description. So is the case
with some of our ministers and
top government officials.
Article 19 (2) of our Consti-
tution aafy "The State shall
adopt effective measures to

remove social and ‘economic
inequality between man and

man and to ensure the
equitable distribution of wealth
among citizens, and of oppor-
tunities in order to attain a
uniform level of economic de-
velopment throughout the Re-
public.”

We strongly feel that all our
MPs, ministers and top gov-
ernment officials must declare
their assets and property on
yearly basis for the uaﬁc of ac-
countability and transparency.
In this connection a special
cell in the Ministry of Finance
may be o

e are hnpcful and confi-
dent that the newly-elected
government which is suppos-
edly pledged bound to run the
administration of the country
on consensus on national is-
sues would take effective steps
to alleviate the long-standing
tmffeﬂngs of the people.

OH .Kﬂh[r
6. Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Housing defeats
Sir, A Enntr age news item
appearing in %aﬂy Star of

June 26, 1996 has drawn
altention and in a bid to settle

the misunderstood feelings
among the residents in and

around Dhanmondi, | am com-

pelled to write a few lines.
Now we can oHroudly say
Dhanmondi has that turned
into a Commercial Area.

A pldce that had been
planned for two-storied build-
ings only\ can boast of having
six to eight storied buildings
with shops of all kinds irre-
spective of place, location or
needs. Most of the house own-
ers found it to be highly lucra-
tive to expand their 'business’

Bulldln or constructing
muiu-stnried buildings all over

the area.

When the owners them-
sclves did not bother to care
fer the beauty’ of the area, how
do they claim that 'only to ac-
cmnmndate«a few high officials'
two five-storied buildings by
the Public Works Department
shall "defeat the greenery” in
and around the Dhanmondi
Residential Area? How much
care had the residents of this
area taken during all these
years?

Did not the owners con-
nect their sewerage pipelines
to the lake allﬂiﬁng all the
waste materials to pour into
the water of the lake only to
satisfy their own selfish needs?
The fishes in the lake proved
inedible and poisonous. Only
the Almighty knows how man
human beings came dnwn wit
various diseases, some of them
fatal, from those fishes.

The Daily Star office being
in (I re
office] Dhanmondi, the news-
paper found the news to be of
importance for which it ap-
peared as a front-page item
along with a photograph. But
what about the lying all
over the area? The loitering
cattle heads. Of course, the
basti and the illegal oecupanis
in and around the locality must
be a great help to the residing
populace indeed!

Last, but not in the least, |
would rather feel much obliged
il some residents do express
themselves through this paper
accordingly and clearly write
with meaningful reasons why
or why nat any Building should
be constructéd in the Dhan-
mondi Commercial Area. I ...
feel there oughtto e more
buildings constructed so that
more citizens can have the op-
portunity of accommodation.

Nahtasha Kamal
Weari.

Dihaka

.. The Daily Star--

-than

Post-election
.] bebe |
Sir. The recently-held
election had undoubtedly cre-

ated lot of enthusiasm among
the people which could be evi-

dent from the ever-highest
. participation of voters.

ut it
cannotl be straightaway claimed
that it was more free and fair
the election of 1991.

thiu election was by,
and larg aceful and well
mrlicipate yel there have

en numerous allegations of
casting of false votes, forcible
ouster of polling agents of one
party by another, throwing out
ol sealed ballot papers, influ-
encing voters to put seal on a
particular mark the polling
officers, number of votes cast
found to be more than the
number of registered voters
and many other such irregu-
larities.

In the face of such allega-
tions raised by almost all the
parties including even the vic-
torious one, the Election
Commission should have given
a comprehensive clarification
refuting the allegations at least
for those places where somé
material evidences were cited.
But instead of doing that the
EC was found to be over-com-
placent with the observation of
the polls observers from
abroad that the election was
free and fair. By doing so the
Election Commission simply
ignored the fact that it was not
possible for the handful of ob-
servers to visit even five per
cend of the total polling cen-
tres and moreover the large

articipation itself bears no
ndication that there could not
be any irregularities. So the EC
appeared to have given more
importance on the certificate
of foreign observers than the
objections raised by almost all
the parties. The complete
overlooking of the numerous
allegations can reasonably cast

Though
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a shuadow of doubt that the
eleciion was not absolutely iree
and [air everywhere. In 1991
there was no allegation rzised
by any guarter except one
comment of a respectable
leader which was also repudi-
'ated by the other senior mem-
bers of the same party. No
with-holding of result and no
repolling was necessary unlike
this time when repolling had
to be conducted in as much as
27 constituencies.

However, we are happy that
all the parties have graceiully
accepted the result of the
election and the 7th Parlia-
ment is going to start function-
ing. Let us hope and pray that
the Parliament is takcn gy all
parties as the only forum ‘to
settle all national issues and it
becomes the main platform for
all political debates.

We should not however for-
et that, the very purpose of
ast two years continuous
movement which almost de-

" stroyed the national economy

was to install a caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct the gen-
eral election under an abso-
lutely neutral atmosphere. This
election has Iet‘t enough
ground to ponder whether
people had been really able to
enjoy that right and whether
there was no interference on
exercising their voting right,
The new Parliament should
take up the issue in all
ecarnestness alt a convenient
time and find out ways and
means so that the future elec-
lions are held free from all
controversies. The introduc-
tion of identity cards o all vot-
ers and other necessary mea-
sures to effect a flawless voting
system must have to be taken
1ip before we go for another
national election.

M A Zahir
A63. Kozyxara,
Dhaka

Allegatmm n-f BNP

Sir, The much-awaited
elections are over under the.
caretaker government.
the eleciion was reported to
be a fair one on the surface,
there were some irregularities
involved in the process. Un-
precedented turnout of tLhe
voters might have encouraged
some contestants to send fake
volers to the polling centres. °
In some constituencies the
leading candidates were ulti-
mately defeated during the an-
nouncement of results over the
Radm arid Television. The BNP

1 the sufferer of these

eeds called for proper in-
vrstlgauﬂn specifically men-
tioning number of constituén-
cies where irregularities had
occurred. But noraction has yet
been taken either from the
government or the EC in this
regard which tantamounts to
injustice to the party. The gov-
ernment and the EC must pay
head to the allegations made
by the second largest partv of
JS to prove their neutrality a:
well as to salisfy Lthe people in
general.

We hope that the govern-
ment and the EC would make
prompt and proper investiga-
unns and give their dmhl:r;
a eserves this as (
had li)lcl:c?' complaints before the
authority reportedly with
‘evidences’ in accordance with
the law.

In this connection we like
to thank the BNP leadership
for making complaints offi-
cially to the EC. and net to
come onto the streets h
slogan of 'subitle or, masxc

pﬁ'lng This is a positive atti-
tu towards politics and

as well
Saok v assain
(et Howwl
Dhaka 1207



