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NBR planning to expand |

income tax net

Star Report

The National Board ol Rev-
enue is planning to make its
taxation policy progressive
from its current regressive
bias, according to sources in
the NBR.

In its plan for the next fis-
cal year. the NBR will be ex-

ways (o the net
of direct taxes like income tax
instead of relying mainly on
indirect taxes.

The percentage of income
tax is negligibly low in
Pangladesh compared to

ncBIﬁ bours. a highly placed
N source mentioned. As a
result, the country has to de-
pend on indirect taxes which
is regressive in nature and the
ultimate burden of such taxes
fall on the consumers, source

said
Emeka greets
Hasina

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
has felicitated Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for her assump-
tion of the office of the Prime
Minister, reports BSS.

The Commonwealth Secre-
tary General in his message
said, "l am writing to convey
my warmest [elicitations Lo you
on your assumption of office of
Prime Minister. This is. for
you, the culmination of a long
and illustrious carrier in public
life. Please accept my best
wishes as you embark on your
new and onerous responsibili-
ties. My colleagues and | look
forward to working closely
with your mment to fur-
ther s en the close links
between Bangladesh and the
Commonwealth and to pro-
mote shared objectives.’

G-7 summit

From Page 1

uve world” also issued a warn-
ing about the Middle East
peace process following the
ch of government in [s-
rael. ndcrﬁglng the need for
'renewed impetus' in the
peace process, the leaders

urged Prime Minister Ben-
Netanyahu and his Arab

muntﬂputu to continue to
seek a deal based on the
principle of "land for peace.”

"We u all the parties to
continue their efforts in favour
of a comprehensive peace on
the basis of the principle of
land for ce and other prin-
ciples enshrined in the rele-
vant UN Security Council reso-
lutions,"” It said.

The summit statement, the
traditional climax of the annual
meeting. plastered over some
of the main disagreements of
the three days of talks in a
high security bunker on the
banks of the river Rhone.

A key bone of contention
itted Washington st its
,G-7 allies over the US Helms-
Burton Law which penalises
foreign firms investing in the
Communist island nation of
Cuba.

Help for poor countries also
;rovldgd fuel for disputes, in
Germany was stand-
fast against its six allies
over old stocks to fi-
nance a al fund for poor
countries in Africa and Latin
America.

Russia was also discussed
with Russian Premier Viktor
Chernomyrdin who replaced
President Boris Yeltsin busy at
home with imminent elec-
tions, the final declaration
stated simply that the G-7
leaders the reform pro-
cess in Russia, whoever wins
the second round of Russia's
presidential vote.
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The secretarial meeting of
the Pl:lndrty which was adjorned
on ay night, resumed yes-
terdaﬁ mm and ended at 3
pm after ed deliberations
on post-election situation and
tional activities.

parg':

NP Joint Secretary Gen-
eral Abdullah Al Noman, Se-
lima Rahman, Mirza Abbas, NI
Khan, Shamsunnahar Khwaja
Ahsanullah, Zafarul Ahsan,
Kabir Murad, Maj (Rtd)
Hafizuddin MP, Khur Ja-
han Haq MP, AKA Firoz Noon,
Mafiqul Hasan Tripti, Abul
Kashem Chowdhury and Mayor
of Khulna Sheikh Tayebur
Rahman were among those
who spoke at the meeting to-

Binsdsas: aaiet that the Darty
nan e
had always worked furpatll.g

the labourers and

wellbeing
implemented various devel-

opment mm for their
welfare past five-year
rule of BNP.

Since the birth of BNP, it

has been relentlessly worki

for the workers as their friend,
he told the leaders of Jatiy-
atabadi Sramik Dal central, city
and national unions of the city

unit at BNP central office.
|

The l.hmh‘: du:.-sct ill'.l!:.’:ﬂnll'
lax is a t 14 to per
cent :f]ﬂk total revenue col-
lections. The target of income
tax collection for the next fis-
cal is Taka 1800 crore.

Meanwhile, the NBR
launched a survey in April to
identify new eligible tax pay-
ers. su directorate of
the NBR which was inactive for
a period for lack of initia-
tive has been reactivated for
the job.

cording to the sources,
over 6000 prospective income
tax payers have already been
identified.

The NER. in its bid to col-
lect more taxes in the next fis-
cal, will also launch a massive
publicity campaign soon and
will set up a counselling desk
at its Shantinagar office in the
city from where tax pavers
would seek advice without go-
ing to lawyers, the source said

It will also simplify the
forms for income tax returns
to make the process hassle
free and comprehensible.

"The main theme of our
publicity will be that a good
man is also a good taxpayer.”
said the source while explain-
ing the campaign. "We should
remove the fear of payving taxes
from the eligible persons and
instill in the taxpayer's mind a
sense of honour ”

I have joined govt
of nat'l consensus
says Rab

A newly appointed minister
ASM Abdur Rab, yesterday said
he joined the Cabinet respond-
ing to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's call for forming a gov-
ernment of national consensus,
reports UNB.

"I have joined the govern
ment of national consensus
under the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina, the people's leader and
now the prime minister, to

materialise the hopes and
aspiration of the War ol Libera-
tion.” he said.

Rab. general secretary of his
faction of the Jativa Samaj
tantrik Dal (JSD), was in-
ducted in the Cabinet of Hasi-
na. raising the number of non-

Awami League ministers to
two.

EC staffs’ first
weekly holiday
in 6 months
By Staff Correspondent

The officials and employees
in the Election Commission

[EC) Secretariat had their 'first
weekend' yesterday (Friday) in

the last six months, an EC
source said.

About 100 EC staff had to
work without having any
weekly holiday since January
as two parliamentary elections
were held within only four

months one on February 15
and the other on June 12,

The EC Secretariat was
closed on account of the
weekly holiday yesterday for
the first time in six months.

One stabbed to
death for

assaulting girl

By DMCH Correspondent

A youngman was stabbed to
death allegedly for assaulting a
teenaged girl at East Goran in
the city yesterday.

Robiul Huq Khan alias
Monir, 27, a mechanic, was at-
tacked by local people after he
teased and severely assaulted
the girl. He died on the spot at
around 2 pm, police and hos-
pital sources said.

The pedestrians and a sec-
tion of local people became
an after Monir — had at-
lacked the girl of the same lo-
cality when she was going to
her aunt's house, at about 1:30
pm.

Witnesses said, the local
people caught Monir when he
tried to escape after injuring
the girl. They beat him up and
hit his throat with a sharp
weapon, hospital sources said.

5 BIRDEM rooms

~ ransacked
By Staff Correspondent

+ Unidentified miscreants
stole some documenis and
ransacked at least five office
rooms of the BIRDEM h

the rooms 304, 305, 306, 311
and 312 were broken by
miscreants,
said.

The reason behind the at-
tack, and how the incident oc-

police sources

curred could not be known

immediately.

ospital
at Shahbagh in the city early

The locks and almirahs of

the

| tion but a
' the death of
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ng oath of office to two ministers and four state ministers at Bangabhabhan

Govt to make
female edn free

upto HSC : PM

Frime Minister Shetikh
Hasina yesterday said her gov
ernment would fulfil its elec
lion pledges to make female

education free upto 12th grade
inn. order to empower the
women community. reports
UNB.

She also announced that

EWF‘H would be taken to create
sell-employment opportunities
for the women to make them
self-reliant in real sense.

The Prime Minister was
talking to a delegation ol the
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad,
which called on her at her of-
fice FParishad General Secre
tary Avesha Khanam led the
delegation.

Meanwhile, a 33-member
delegation of Bangladesh Book
Th'l(fﬁ‘l’ﬁ Association, led by
Fazlul Haq. called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her
office in the afternoon.

6 ex-army officers

recalled from
Overseas missions
By Staff Correspondent

The Foreign Ministry has
recalled six retired arnmnv ofh
cers posted i Bangladesh

missions abroad.

They were involved in the
military putsch on August 15
1975, in which Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
killed, according to official
SOUrces.

Five other ambassadors and
high commissioners,. who were
olitical appointees, have alsc

en served with notice to re-
turn home.

According to Foreign Min-
istry sources, the [ive are —
Julmat Ali Khan. Ambassador
to Thailand; Habibullah Khan.
Ambassador to South Africa:
Akhtar-ul-Alam, Ambassador to
Bahrain. Dr ASM Yousul, High
Commissioner to the UK and
Mir Mohammad Nasir Uddin.
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia

Meanwhile, Mir Mohammad
Nasir Uddin submitted his res-
ignation on June 24

Tk 75.90 cr Banisal
Poura budget
announced

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 29 A Tk
75,90,91,976/- crore budget
for Barisal Pourasava for the
fiscal year 1996-97 was an-
nounced today. No new tax has
been proposed in this budget.

A revised budget of Tk
13.61.76.358 for the current
fiscal year was also presented.

Md Ahsan Habib Kamal,
chairman, Barisal Pourasava
announced the new budget in

resence of journalists and
ord Commissioner this after-
11001

In the new budget Tk
£60.63,00,000/- crore has been
allocated for the development
sectors. Revenue earning has
been shown as Tk
13.58.87.238/- while Tk
11,52.87.600 crore as expen-
diture.

CEC's letter

From Page ]

state that any election-related
complaint filed with the Elec-
tion Tribunal should be dis-
posed of within six months but
do not specify any conse-

uence case of failure to do so.
El"hémfure. it is widely thought
that an election dispute may be
resolved without any time-

frame, an EC source noted.
Sources concerned recalled

that Tariqul Islam (BNP) ver-
sus Roushan Ali (AL) election
dispute in the Jessore Sadar
constituency after the 1991
lis was resolved in 1993 and
hat too not through re-elec-
-election following
shan All.
Besides, the dispute be-
tween Suranjit Sen Gu and
Golam Jilani Chowdhury in
j-2 constituency fol-
lowing the 1979 elections
dr for nearly the whole
tenure of the parliament. The
verdict was, however, given in
favour of Suranijit.

Tk 359.5 cr DCC budget

From PPage |
lerent civic problems

The Mayor said the cor
ration had earmarked Tk
198 .13 crore in Lthe current
1995-96 fiscal year for devel
opment, repair of roads. reno
vation and construction of
drains. and foreign and gov
ernment-funded projects and
special projects in power seq
tor

The estimates, however
were later lowered to Tk
176 86 crore consideri the
‘real situation.” he said, ir
that works worth Tk 16
crore have already been com
pleted and the rest Is ex-
pected to be finished rapidly,

According to the budget es-
tunates for 1996-97, an
amount of Tk 182.94 crore
will come in revenue income,
including Tk 95 crore as rents
and tax. while the rest re-
sources will be available mainly
from the government and for
eign project funds.

The corporation expects Tk
32 33 crore as possession fees
and rents this year as "a num-
ber of markets in different ar-
eas under the city corporation
will be completed soon”. the
Mayor told the function.

A total of Tk 69 crore has
been earmarked for develop-
ment of the roads cut by dif-
ferent utility services with as-
phalt plants and improvement
ol drains and footpaths. Some
Tk 32 crore will be spent for
constructing multi-storied car-
parking lots.

An amount ol Tk 2 crore
has been allocated for genera

tion of sell-emp wnt for the
slum dwellers, ayor Hanil
sald and urged the donor

agrncies and non- governmen
tal organisations to assist the
DCC In providing the slum
dwellers with housing. sani
tary, waler supply and em
ployment opportunities

w corporation will spend
Tk 70 crore for the Environ

ment Development Project,
Dhaka Integrated Flood Pro
tection Project Dhaka City n
frastructural Development Pro

ject at Mirpur and Dholaikhal
mp Statorn

An amount of Tk 4.5 crore
has been earmarked for com
batting the mosquito menace
in the next fiscal year Special
dnve to control mosquito will
be taken up with the supervi
sion ol the Ward Commission
ers.

Ward Commissioners and
semwor officials ol the corpora
lion were present at the press
conference.

PP of Dhaka resigns

Public Prosecutor of Dhaka
Abdur Razzaque Khan has re-
signed from his post.

His resignation letter, sub-
mitted on June 4 to Ministry
of Law, will be effective [rom
today. Razzaque Khan who was
appointed PP in June 1991
said he quit the job to return
to his legal prolession, reports

UNB.
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Two ministers
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the ministers and state minis-
ters at a simple ceremony at
Bangabhaban in the evening.

C hief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, State Minister Satish
Chandra Hnr*,ﬂ Cabinet Secre-

tary Ayubur hman, Secretary
to the President. Nooruddin
Almasood Secretary to the PM

Lr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
Military Secretary to the Pres-
ident Llj Gen Ruhul  Alam
(_ howdhury and other senior
officials were also present on

the occasiorn

Fresident Hiswas and Prime
Minister Hasina congratulated
the newly appointed ministers
and stale ministers aflter the
oath-Lakis

Alter the swearing-in, the
new cabinet ministers and
stale ministers formally called
on President Biswas Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was
present.

Congratulating the new
ministers the President
hoped that they would con-
tribute their mite towards the
country's development and
people s welfare.

With the induction of the
new ministers, the number of
full ministers in Sheikh
Hasina's cabinet rose to 13 and
of state ministers to 12.

Earlier on June 23, a 20-
member council of ministers
headed by Awami League Chief
Sheikh Hasina comprising 11
full ministers and eight minis-
ters of state was sworn-in.

e

PM : Well-trained Armed Forces

From Page |
and other aspects including
transfer and promotion. will be
guided by rules and regulations
ol the respective forces.” she
saiud.

The Prime Minister em-
phatically said that there
would be no scope for politici-
sation of the Armed Forces and
she requested them to [orget if
there were any internal chaos
among them.

‘More importance would be
given on training to help build
up the Armed Forces as a more
smart and professional organi-
sation,” she stressed.

Sheikh Hasina described
the Armed Forces as the na-
tional force and praised their
work in the evelopment
fields side by side protecting
the national entity.

She hoped that the Armed
Forces would use their poten-
tials in greater degree by tak-
ing part in more constructive
work in future.

"The government will come
and go but the country. its
people, Constitution and the
national flag will remain.” she
said, adding that the Armed
Forces would protect them.

She said the government's
aims and objectives were to
formulate plans and strategies
for national targets while the
Armed Forces would remain
within their own jurisdiction
and do their administrative re-
sponsibility to help achieve
those largets.

"l as the head of the gov-
ernment and minister in
charge of the defence categor-
ically announce that the gov-
ernment is fully aware of its
duty towards the Armed
Forces," she said, adding that
the government would help
them with necessary guide-
lines to cf)cﬂunn their adminis-
trative duty and supply them
required resources including
food and other materials.

She reiterated her pre-
election commitment and said
that it would be certainly im-
plemented. "I want to say it
clearly that the Armed Forces
are not for any party or coterie
but it js a national force. Our
government did not try to

liticise them in the past and
t will not do it in the future
also." she said.

In this respect, the Prime
Minister referred to some false
propaganda being nrrcad by
some quarters that Awami
League had tried to weaken
the Armed Forces in the past
and it would do it in future also
it is a desi of meotivated
conspiracy,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina referred to
the state of the economy soon
after | Ang said

Bangabandhu had started or-

ganising the Armed Forces on

joining

privrity basis amid severe ad-
versities at that time.

She said Bangabandhu had
collected military hardware
from various friendly coun-
tries, arranged training at
home and abroad and set up
Bangladesh Military Academy
in 1973 after he realised the
importance of patriotic armed
forces for a sovereign country.

She also mentioned Banga-
bandhu’s first son joining the
reguiar army and the War of
Liberation and second son
the Bangladesh Army in
1975 after completing his reg-
ular training.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to the Father of the Na-
tion's confidence and trust on
the national Armed Forces
when he had requested the
Indian Premier Mrs Indira
Gandhi to arrange for with-
drawal of 'Mitra Bahini' from
Bﬂngladcsh within March 17 in
1972.

"It is an unprecedented in-
cident in the annuals of world
history that the 'Mitra Bahini’
has left within such a very
small time."” she said referring
to such forces who stayed for
years in Japan., West Germany
and East Germany even after
the war.

After the withdrawal of the
‘Mitra Bahini’ Sheikh Hasina
said, Bangabandhu started
building the Armed Forces
with the valiant fighters ol the
Liberation War and 30,000
members of the Armed Forces
repatriated from Pakistan.

The Prime Minister said
the Armed Forces had ex-
panded over the years but its
progress was impeded due to
using them in party and sell
interest different persons.

"Armed Forces' getting in-
volved in the internal politics
is not expected but our
heloved Armed Forces have
suffered much over the last 21
years only due to a few self
seekers and ambitious per-
sons," she pointed out.

At this, she said, the coun-
try has lost many golden sons
and the Armed Forces have
been deprived of making their
valuable contributions.

The Prime Minister said
the vested quarters had tired
tﬁ create chaos and confusion
through infusing mistrust and
doubt among the members of
the Armed Forces. As a result,
she said, the Armed Forces
had fallen victims to painful
and vnexpected incidents ii.-
cluding some bloody events
one after another over the last
21 years.

‘Many tragic incidents have
been included in the national
history.” she said adding that
the hhrmed F;rrcn wWere
marching towards prosperity
despite such conflicting avd

adverse situation.

Paying tribute to all on be
hall of her government and
herself. the Prime Minister re-
ferred to the expansion and
professional development in
the Armed Forces over the last
21 years and admitted the
contribution in this regard
made by her predecessors.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to the Armed Forces'
active involvement in various
activities including facing the
natural disasters, relief works,
disease control, accidents and
restoration of communications.

She said the Armed Forces
were also making commend-
able jobs in maintaining law
and order, curbing terrorism
and helping the civil adminis-
tration in time of need.

She referred to Bangladesh
Army's activities under UN
missions as peacekeeping
force and said their dutifulness
had earned appreciation for
the country. "Still we are re-
ceiving offer for the service of
Bangladesh Army for peace-
keeping purpose in various war
fronts of other parts of the
world." she said.

The Prime Minister in an
unequivocal term praised the
role of the Armed Forces who
helped the last elections held
under a free and fair atmo-
sphere.

“I myself and on behalf of
the nation and my government
congratulate you all for your
role during the last elections,”
she said.

She said. the Armed Forces
is a national institution which
is to ¢ out the responsibil-
ity of protecting the country's
hard-earned independence
and sovereignty.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
arrived at the old airport
where she was recetved by the
Chiefs of the three services
and the Principal Staff Officer
of the Armed Forces Division.

The Prime Minister was
chaenttd with a guard of

onour by smart contingents of
Bangladesh Army, Navy and Air
Force. She took salute and in-
spected the guard.

She then proceeded to the
Shikha Anirban (the eternal
flame). She placed wreath at
the memorial and stood in
solemn silence to homage
lo the members nﬁg. Armed
Forces who embraced martyr-

dom in the War of Liberation in
1971 .

The Prime Minister also
signed the visitors book.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina then went teo the
Armed Forces Division heac-
gquarter where she was re-

ceived by the PSO of the
Armed Forces Division Major
General M S A Bhuiyan.

LYON. France. June 29 President Clinton at the ¢
the G-7 summit. pledged 20 million US dollars

with rec in Bosnia.

todav assist
mthlgarmﬂdfwﬂtumtﬂi&liﬂh

help erase the horrors of war in the Balkans. reports AP

_Ershad’s_letler_
Zinat to select
nominees for

women's seats

By Mizan Ak

Jailed former president and
-J:tf;n }l:'lny JP) chief H M Er-
sha as empowered part
presidium member Zinat Hnl’-r
sain to select the party nomi-
nees for the reserved women's
seats in the Jatiya Sangsad.

in a letter to a party leader
recently, the JP chief said.
"Zinat should be allowed to
deal with the reserved wo-
men s seats, according to party
BOUTCES.

The sources further said
that JP is likely to get three
weats out of the 30 reserved for
woinen. Starting the negotia
lion seeking five seats. with
the majority party Awami
League, JP has settled down
for three, they added

IF sources yesterday said
that the aspiranis lor parly
tuniination lor wormen's seats
ind lude Zinnat Hossaln, Razia
Fayez Shaliga Mahmud. Tow-
lika Karim, Afroza Alam and
Mansura Mohiuddin.

Hectic lobbyi was going

on in this regard but the part
leadership is yet to take a drr

ciston, the sources added.

In his letier. Ershad reiter
ated that the losers in the
June 12 election would not be
rehabilitated in the by-elec-
tion, the sources said

Meanwhile in their bid te
restructure career some of
the disgruntled JP stalwarts
were rallying around Begum
Roushan Ershad. wife the
lormer president, and opposed

JP ,,“]P rt lor Awanu League
(AL] following the June 12
elections, a presidium member

of the party pointed out. But
their move failed as Ershad

reaffirmed unconditional sup-
port for the AL, the added.

He recalled that at a meet-
ing of the parliamentary party
of JP. while on parole recently,
Ershad hinted not to ‘rehabi-
litate the heavyweight los=rs’
in the by-election 2

Evaluating JP politics in the

osl lis days, some party
Ft‘tldtfl‘guﬁﬂjd had it waited to
announce support for AL, il's
bargaining sirength of JP
wolld have come down to that
ol parties with only one seat
each.

The unconditional support
for AL which has the highest
number of seats in the JS
proved JPs firm belief in the
constitutional process, they
argued.

O Ansars held on
charge of dacoity

NARAYANGANJ. June 29:
Police arrested nine Ansars
from a village in Sonargaon
thana on charge of dacoity
early today, reports UNB.

The Ansars knocked at the
door of rickshawpuller Abdul
Aziz Mia at village Bargaon at
about 2 am. But villagers
gheraoed them as the house-
owner raised hue and cry.

They beat up the sus ed
dacoits and later handed over
them to Sonargaon police.

The arrested Ansars are: Al
Amin. Rashed Ali. Mukul Hos-
sain, Mansur Ali, Masud. Omar
Farook Milon Hossain. Mizanur
Rahman and Raham Ali.

PM tells newsmen

Govt to take steps
for implementing
Wage Board Award

Prime Minister

steps for implementing the
Wage Board award for news-
men and offloading the trust
. reports UNB.
said a committee would
be brmed to take necessary
measures for granting auton-
omy to radio. television and
the state-run news agency and
disposing of government-
owned new : ,
The Primme Minister stated
this when a 40 member dele-
tion of journalists union
rs and senior newsmen
called on her at PM's office
yesierday evening

To err is human”, and nat-
urally there might be some
wrongdoings while runn
the government. Hasina
the newsmen urging them to
point out all mistakes and er-

rors, if any.

She also assured the mem-
hers of the tion that she
would try to to the news-
men at intervals on

i mational issues.
WFH assured the
journalists that necessary sieps
would be taken to stop any
kind of police harassment on
newsmen. The new govern-
ment has already discussed the
issue, she informed them.
Replying to a question, the
Prime Minister said steps
would be taken as per coun-
try's law t all sorts of
corruption and the corrupt.
“The national economy has

been ravaged by widespread

plundering.”

Earlier, BFUJ President
Igbal Sebhan Chowdhury con-
ﬂatuhtﬂd Sheikh Hasina o

r assumption of the office

Prime Minister,
he~ 1 bouqguet.

. "hantibahini
. From Page 1

Tl : ceasefire has been ex-
tended in CHT for 24 times
since the declaration of the
first ceasefire on August ] %,
1992, ¢

Meanwhile, Shantibah, ™
leaders in their reply also
urged the new government to
set up a parliamentary com-
mittee for CHT to continue
peace talks for finding out a
political solution to the CHT
problem, the sources in-
lormed,

Fire at BB |
electric sub

station
By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out at the elec-
iric Sub Station of the
Bangladesh Bank at Motijheel
in the city early yesterday.

The flame could not spread
as the fire service personnel
soon rushed to the spot and
extinguished the blaze in about
an hour's time, Fire Service
sources said. Two units of the
Fire Brigade were used in
fighting the fire.

The fire that broke out at
about 4:30am did not cause any

major damage.

presenting

Grameen's 6-year plan

From Page 1

the bank and Managing Direc-
tor of Grameen Telecom.

‘It will create an opportu-
nity for many individuals to
sell-employ themselves and
will bring services to those
who can not afford to subscribe
an on-going service but can af-
ford to buy occasionally from a
retailer," said Ashraful H
Chowdhury, Project Manager
of the GT.

The Grameen has several

advantages in buil up such
a network, argue halid
Shams.

With 1056 branches, the
Grameen can provide the
"most extensive" or sational

network in the country and
can ensure telephone services
at "negligible.” cost, he
pointed.

“If has an unmatched capac-
ity to provide consumer fi-
nance to allow thousands of

ople to purchase hand-sets.

or instance, financing one
phone for each of the country's
villages would represent a
small part of Grameen's loan
portiolio of around 400 million
dollars,” he added.

Shams said that his bank's
human network could also en-
sure collection of bills. The
loan-repayment rate in
Grameen Bank is 98 per cent.

Although cellular servige
telephone is expensive. the
Grameen officials argued that
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they would be able to provide
it at relatively cheap cost in
the rural areas. "Purchase of
air-time in bulk and retailing
through Grameen borrowers
will minimise the cost.” said
an official. ,

The flat t aphy of the
coun and its dense ula-
tion will allow relatively simple
and cheap coverage, they
added.

“The high unmet demand
for telephones is likely to
make a cellular service sue-
cessful in cities, requiring only
a marginal additional invest-
ment for rural coverage.”
Ch added.

The partners eof the
Grameen will provide all nec-
#5533 and financial
assistance to build the iniras-
tructure, the officials said.

Chowdhury also said that
GT's partner, Telenor,
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the Global
(GSM).
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statistics, there is only one
telephone per 500 peaple in
Ban
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