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Home Minister Major (Retd) Rafiqul Islam has
shown a rare degree of sensivity to the portfolio
he holds. During his return from Tungipara the
other day, he gave his insight to some journalists
in an informal chat with them as to how he
wanted to run his ministry. He is in favour of
treating criminals as individuals all of whose
character flaws may not have been hereditary.
Terrorists might have had in many cases such
reasons as social deprivation and family troubles
behind their choices of wrong ways of life. The
home minister is considerate enough to give the
wayward a chance to return to normal life.

This is not a radical idea as such. but for a min-
ister in charge of home affairs to think in this
line is really something new. When the initiative
comes from none other than the home ministry
it is bound to have a special significance for the
terrorists. Hopefully. many will feel inspired to
avail of the opportunity — provided that there is a
guarantee of their safe conduct, and for their
security — both financial and social as well.

So here is a hint of a qualitative change in
administration the home minister is talking
about. The emphasis is on the reform of

character. This however does not rule out strong
measures to deal with crimes and criminals of

NEMAP: Moving

HE National Environm-
ent Management Action
Plan (NE has heen
ublished recently by the
inistry of Environment and
Forest (MoEF) and Is currently
being distributed and shared
with all the stakeholders who
were consulted in ils
preparation. This is being done
through a series of worksho
in diflerent regions with t
assroots participants who
ad en their inputs during
the planning phase as well as
with different professional
Fruupa such as journalists,
ayers, researchers and
industries (both public and
private sector).

Already a number of re-
gional and professional group
workshops have been and
their results will be discussed
in a national level workshop to
be held within the next month
or so. The purpose of these
workshops is to i) dissemi-
nate the NEMAFP document to
all the relevant stakeholders,
ii} report back to the original
participants in the consulative
phase to let them judge
whether their inputs have ac-
tually been taken into account
or not, and iiil to ascertain the
interest of the different stake-
holders in being involved in
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Participatory Implementation

by Dr Saleemul Huq

stimulated to look for oppor-
tunities for them to ensure

“thit environmental issues are

taken into account In their
own activities, either through
unguinf activities or by
develo r:F new activities as
identified by NEMAP. The
results of the workshops and
sharing of the EMAP
document so {far has already
gw:n a few ln’u:rtatjnf lessons
indicate how the impleme-
ntation can be made in a
participatory manner which
are discussed below.
Grassroots and NGO Partic-
ipants: The grassroots partici-
ants organised through the
GOs who were brought to-
her and presented with the
EMAFP document reacted
very positively to the very fact
that they were invited to be
ven the results of their ear-
er participation This in itself
was perceived to be a novel
exercise as they did not really
have much expectation of ever
seeing the final product of
their earlier consultation. On
the issue of whether their
concerns were incorporated or
not their general feeling was
that the language of the
NEMAF document was still too
technocratic and cryptic and

did not specify in enough de-
tail the issues they had identi-
fied. although thg acknowl-
edged that most their con-
cerms had been addressed in a
. more general way,

On the issue of their partic-
ipation in fulure i ta-
tion of NEMAPFP there was ex
tremely positive response and
the challenge now would be to
ensure their active participa-
tion in implementation of
NEMAP

Industries: Both the public
and private sector industries
have expressed a positive and
mature attitude to taking some
responsibility for ensuring a
clean environment. However,
they have a number of legiti-
mate concerns about unneces-
aartlﬁ draconian measures
which put an unbearable eco-
nomic cost on them for com-
pliance. The way forward
seems to be to engage in a
constructive dia Oofl a sec-
tor by sector basis (e g . fer-
tiliser industries. cement in-
dustries, tanneries. textiles
industries, etc) to develop en-
vironmental guidelines includ-
ing needs for Environmental
Impact Assessments (ElAs),

initial Environmental Exami-
nations [(IEEs) and Environ-
mental Quality Standards
(EQS).

There 18 also a role for
promeotional activities within
the private secior in areas
such as environmental consul-
tancy. clean technology devel-
opment, waste management.
renewable energy (such as so-
lar., wind and biomass) all of
which have potential scope for
commercial development and
profits for the private sector
while improving the environ-
ment at the same time.

Training, Education and
Awareness: One of the ma
cross-cutting themes that
came out of the NEMAP exer-
cise was the need for more
training education and aware-
ness-raising on environmental
issues. However, the interest-
ing aspect about the need for
awareness raising was that
people were generally quite
aware about environmental is-
sues and problems and did not
need any more general mes-
sages on environment. What
they needed was cific in-
formation on what they could.
or should do which went be-

yond mere siogans 1o P{ant
more irees ¢ challenge
ahead. therefore. is to prepare
and disseminate specific in-
formation for ordinary citizens
to empower them to become
active agents in /mproving en-

vironmental conditions around

them.
Similarly, in the area of ed-

ucation and trai there was
a strong desire to ate
environmental : of a

more practical type into the
curricula at all levels

from the NGO inwnffﬂrm
schools. to primary. secondary

| and tertiary Hﬂ:h‘u-ﬂiu

on-the-job training for peopie
already working in government
nofl - govermment sectors
who need some environmental
training. The interesting
aspect of the education and

training issue was the level of

enthusiasm reflected by both
the students as well as teach-
. professionals. The aim.
will. therefore., have to be to
incorporate environmental
courses of a suitably practical
nature into all levels of educa-
tion in the countsy This is no
douht a lengthy and arduous
task but w1 the long run. may
be the most rifective.

Government Agencies: The

from Participatory Planning to

NEMAPF exercise has been imi-
liated and guided by the MoEF
with the involvement of all rel-
evant governument ministries
NGOs. educationists private
sector, lawyers. and other pro-
fessional groups. It is there-
fore, only natural that the
MoEF would continue to play
the leading role in ensu
the implementation of ,
However, it is neither
nor desirable for the MoEF to
take sole responsibility for im-
ﬂié:mentmg all aspects of
NEMAF. Rather its role is to
implement key activities relat-
ng to monitoring of NEMAP
activities, addressing some of
the cross sectoral policy is-
sues, address the international
environmental issues |
with fhe Foreign Ministry and
other national subject experts)
arnd oversee the dissemination
activities during the imple-
mentation of NEMAP.
Thus the rele of MpEF,
rather than being the conduc-
tor of a ony orchestra
where every single instrument
and musician has to play ex-
actly as per their prescribed
music sheet. is more in the na-
ture of the leader of a jazz band
where every musician is free to
play their own way within the
general theme of the musical

the implementation of NEMAP
and if so, then how their in-
volvement can be ensured

At the same lime the dif-
ferent government agencies
and ministries are being

SCOTEe.

The writer is the executive
Director of the Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies. a
non-government policy and re- |

On the issue of whether their concerns were incorporated or not their general feeling was that the language
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they had identified, although they acknowledged that most of their concerns had been
addressed in a more general way

incorrigible kinds. In fact, the administration that
keeps open the process for correction has a

greater right to get tough with criminals.
The home minister's focus is on a more hu-

mane and civilised society. The minister is aware
of police excesses and the legal loopholes for
some of these to thrive on. So he has made it a
point to instruct policemen to behave well with

search institute. !

SAARC, SAPTA, SADF: Names of the Game for a Viable Alliance

all and to take special care in dealing with N il_i_ﬂﬁm when the US was ' on 7 December 1995 with 10 by AFG Mohiuddin ing board by taking r eEling rhsirding Uie lhaiin
women and children. The minister sees the acute ﬂuuﬂingﬁ ltn:m__ Eﬁ rtiara:«;- mﬂz;%r t;rm larlﬂl r;:iu{;unru it Taiolli b P”?‘“f"" with India and al military exercise and #t was

called Faclites e Wort o1 iems — India to re ndia is of Bangladesh It was ment in SAPTA. Direct trade o harness water resources to Y ;
need for some Iega'l reforms to 1mpmve upon the was used by US Ambassador, duce tarifl. on 106 items 422 million US dollars in 1993 measiires are conducive to our mutual advantage. By rais- gecldac  Lhat (he * two toun

colonial legacy. He has in mind the important in-

Chester Bowls), countries were

Pakistan on 35. Sri Lanka on

as against 37 million in 1986,

promoting mutual trade of

ing adequate funds from do-

tries would sign a nnn-aﬁrt-
sion agreement to get rid . of
ssion

gredlent of governance — the lice-public rela- goaded to lorm groups o 31, the Maldives on 1B, Nepal This deficit will continue to  Contracting States such as long mestic sources and interna- the fear of military a
" g P P protect themselves flrom on 14 E!ungimltsh_un 12 and rise i we do not take some and medium-term contracts tional institutions like the on each other. r{mﬁnu the
tions. ideological threats or Bhutan on 10 items. The contalning import and supply World Bank and ADB. SADF can founding SAARC summit at

We find all this extremely encouraging. Now we
would like to suggest that before the home min-
istry actually gets on with the business, let him
call for a national conference on all the issues
involved in the maintenance of law and order.
This conference should include representatives
from the opposition, former inspectors general of
police, legal experts, human rights and women

public debate will help formulate right policies in

Much-awaited Push

The G-7, nicknamed 'rich men's club’, has
shown an increased understanding for the plight
of the world's 40 poorest countries at its Lyon
summit this year. The group of the seven leading
industrial democracies in the world adopted a
package of debt-relief measures for the LDCs.
This is featured by: a) going beyond a two-thirds
write-off of the bilateral debts; and b) subsidisa-

cumulated debt burden of the world's most im-
poverished nations.
The sympathetic tone and temper of the move

the least competitive advantages in terms of

Inequalities grow during the adjustment phase.

have had a fuller sigh of relief if the level of ODA
flow to them were upped by the industrial nations

territorial invasions. But with
the end of the Cold War. the
roupings transtormed into
ora of economic development.
Such groupings are now the
building blacs to the emerging
world order. If GATT s Uruguay
Round ol negotiations have
sown the seed ol One World,
these fora will hasten
ermination of the seed into a

the world. The villain wdll,

would know ne hunger, no war
and no exploitation.

One of the building blocks
to form One World is the
South Asian Associatlion of
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
comprising of one-fifth of the
world population spreading
over the seven countries of
South Asia — India. Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal. Bhutan,
Srilanka anpd the Maldives
Although born late (1985). it is

regional groupings will logi-
cally end up in such integra-
tion. Following the suit, the
sevenn nations of South Asia

amun%} the member-states:.
F |

Trade Area (SAFTA) preferably

world.
In this backdrop, the de-
gree of economic power that a

ilems may be as many as
5 500, The tariff reductions
cover items which account for
only about 1 per cent of the
regional trade. It is just the
beginning. Decision has already
been taken to extend the list
to the maxmum possible ex-
tent to make substantial
progress in beginning SAFTA
within the agreed time frame.

the second round of trade ne-

trate on removal of all para-
tariff. non-tariff and other
trade control barriers within
speciflic timeframes. The
commerce ministers also felt
that the IGG should consider
adoption of sectoral and-
across-the-board approaches
in addition to the product-by-

prﬂﬁmauc steps to halance our
trade with India The steps

may be as lollows:

1) We should allow Indian
oods 1o transil through
%augladr’nh The iransit lee
that we would earn will ofiset
the trade deficit 10 some ex
lent

2] We should join the miss-
ing hnks of our railway lines
with those of lundia not only to

India.

goods which are in demand
across the border and can be
exported cheap compared (o
those of India.

4) We should set up clinics
and educational institutions
under joint ventures with
Indians and allow Indian doc-
tors. technicians and teachers

commitments in respect of
specific products, buy-back ar
rangements. state trading op
erations. and government and
public procurement.

) As the founding force of
SAARC. B adesh id en-
sure full' implementation of
SAPTA in the quickest ble
time so that the launching ol
SAFTA Is not delayed beyond

Republic of Sri Lanka rightly

"Preferential trading ar-
rangements are a primary ao
a loose form of economic ca-
operation. which is somewhat
outdated. Today what is in
vogue is free trade areas or
even higher stages of eco-
nonuc integration such as cus-
toms unions or common mar-

create waler reserveirs in

Nepal to au flows in the

Ganges /Padma during the

winter and produce enough

hydal power all through lge

mr lo feed Bangladesh and
a.

;113} We Ihﬂ;.lld endeavour to
m a viable food security sys-
tem under the SAARC so that
we can drastically lower our

level and in such manner that

after the cyclone of 29 April
1941, Bangladesh received
40.000 tons of wheat from the

Critics say that in the face
ol disquieting bilateral prob-
lems like the Kashmir issue
between India and Pakistan.
water-sharing problem be-

We shmldguﬁr;vm: ventures with Indian investors in the field of textiles, mﬂ;eﬁqmm
leather, tea, cotton, rubber, jute and sugar cultivation, horticulture, agro-processing, poultry, livestock,

product tariff reductions to
accelerate progress.

The agreement on SAPTA
provided for trade liberalisa-

uct basis. The political will to

about the efficacy of SAPTA,
because of the reason that the
iradeables between the coun-

to work in there.

5) We should encourage
students from India and other
SAARC countries to study in

jute and sugar cultivation. hor-

pion. These joint ventures will

strategies in such a manner
that tradeables of individual
couniries become complimen-

kets. We clearly see such ad-
vaniced and mature economic
integration arrangements both
in the developed and develop-

for the full implementation of

measures.”

ventures between the en-
trepreneurs of the SAARC
countries, keeping in view the

iween India and Bangladesh,
the SAARC charter of binding
its member-countries to take
all the decisions of the SAARC

How hollow is this criti-

its one decade of existence.

brought to the table during
the second SAARC Summit
held at Bangalore in 1986. As

Dhaka in December, 1985 and
at the second Summit at
Bangalore Rajib Gandhi and
General la, the then
President -of Pakistan held in-
formal meetings between them
and decided that they would
not attack on each other's nu-
clear installations and would
solve bilateral problems by
mutual discussion

activists, prominent advocates of children's ll_'Jg t[rect: tgthr rall;:c:!_:hfwuﬁlg Ehf‘ l'irstM ever SAARC I’anluail‘: traxI];-ll Igg [tx: ti;m }hr year 2000 ¢ Minister requirement ulm.nintn.l:nl.r%‘: ™ |

nite ates of the Wor ‘ommerce Ministers meeting  goods throu angladesh, but  for [uternal and External  big stock of foodgrains. EE WEE AR tRAN)
rlghts will have to be there at the conference. with branches to be named held in New Delhi on January also to enable us to reduce our Trade. Commerce and Food of 'SLRE Food El‘:l:'ugl"rtl Stock” 91 goodwill that are creat in
This meeting of minds, to be followed. by open after individual countries of 8 and 9 , 1996 agreed that cost of unporting goods from the Democralic Socialist should be maintai at such SAARC summits offering op-

of understa

portunities

however, stand in the way. But  pgotiations of the inter-govern- 3} We should set up indus- said in his inaugural address ' an member-coun uir- and united stand both at home
this vital area. the world will move ahead to  mental group (IGG) on trade tries along the eastern border at the first meets of the IGG ing}ruu ly of food ﬁ.n::! 4 and _abroad. The seventh
form one single nation that liberalisation should ceoncen- of Bangladesh to produce those in Colombo on 14 March 1996, in 15 '2-;3?& time. Immediately SAARC summit held at Dhaka

on 10 April, 1993 decided to
stand unitedly ig international
fora on such issues as
enhance the internatio
profile of South Asia
would enable the member
countiries to articulate their
position om them more
effectively. Pursuant to this
decision., collective positions
were formulated by the seven

nations and were presented at
the World Conference on

set to catch up with other re- . 3 : . ' : Natural Disaster Reduction,
tion of the relief coming largely through the use gional aliances 6f theweni. fisheries, tourism, hotehundhmsporw:m:. Thmmtmnft:mw:nmbky:tomﬂmuIMafthemﬂ fhe World Sumaiit for Social
of IMF resources. In other words, both bilateral | The European Union (EU) is | Indian market and reduce our imports from India. Development held in
and multilateral options are taken to ease the ac- | ‘' the ideal trend-setter and all - - E - — Copenhagen in March 199§

and the Fourth World
Conference on Women held in
Beijing in September. 1995.

established the SAARC tion in accordance with any or adesh. ing worlds, which have been nimousl d : Bringing all the heads of

is perceptible in the official recognition of the Preferential Trading a combination of the bases: 6) We should go for joint t'uﬁctinning successfully over troversinl and al:[m}la;naildissn:::]s Slate or government to the

diﬂ'enng 1mpacts of _glnbahsatjun on countries in Arrangement (SAPTA) duﬁnlg product-by-product basis; ventures with Indian investors the years. Therefore. this in SAARC deliberations have discussion tﬂﬂlt, SV }’trﬂl't::

varying stages of development. While it yields in- their seventh summit held in atcrnsrs—lhe-bnard _lzlrriﬂ' reduc-  in the field of textiles. ma- mee , which is only a sten- reduced the organisation to a H?HE:;E f;;_fmg; r?u L],
t benefi th Dhaka on 11 April, 1993 to tions: sectoral basis; and direct chineries. power generation, ping stone for the SAFTA nas talking club the summit to : ping :

stan neiits to the rich nations, countries with exchange trade concessions trade measures. leather, tea, cotton. rubber. lo take courageous decisiorrs a picnic party. hatix, HEIRApy. couia Iniog

their heads of state or -
ernment together

They have further conceived ' SAARC countries agreed to ticulture, agro-processing. SAPTA components, IS | ‘ i 3e
technology. trade and investment, tend, by con- | (haf this “arrangement” will aciobiate. lanfl orefereriis St H“Egmcf_' b e e AT Hamely i isevident Iron the AARG  Quently than the SAARC. The
trast. to b : NEE p pouilry arilis. para-tarifl, not tari itive steps that the SAAR ASEAN 1d

. ast, to be marginalised wunder globalisation. transform into the SAARC Free initially on a product-by-prod- tourism, hotels and transporta- measures and direct trade ave been able to take during JEVED Haduihe i

bring their heads of state or

; by the year 2000, but not later go ahead is not lacking. With enable us to capture a share of 10) “The Executive Even bilateral issues were dis- government together only 5

That the poor countries' trial over the tEEﬂling than 2005. Most of the re- the launching of the South  the vast Indian market and re- Committee of the SMRE cussed in SAARC meetings and Hmes dmnﬁ-ﬁhgﬂﬁﬂ Y"irﬂfﬂ of
time has received a consideration of the leaders gional alliances will, by then, Asian Development Fund  duce our imports from India. Chamber of Commerce and  positive results came out of aNp Al Ly te “_ha ﬂmsmtc
of supcr-rich nations is. to our mind. the most develop into free trade areas (SADF) on 17 June 1996 from 7) Political decision at the Industries [SCCI) which held those djscussions. India and tﬂll{'_} %{D;fggmﬁl 0 ::m.ﬂdhna-t
1 e — f and the post-Uruguay Round its present headquarters at the summit level should be taken its sixth meeting on 20 June Sri Lanka discussed the : nen i
pleasing aspect of the outcome of G-7 summitry. trade liberalisation” efforts  ICB office in Dhaka, SAARC got to find out areas of compara- 1996 under the chairmanship Tamil problem in SAARC V€€l In 6 years since Iraq an-
Highly welcome as the steps to write off the will remove barriers of trade another boost to move for- tive advant?e in each SAARC  of Salman F. Rahman shou'" meetings and the Tamil Tg;ﬁd ¥E:ai:nefnmﬁug§:t 229:
debts of the poorest countries are, they-would between the nations of the ward. But critics have doubts country and the production adopt a master plan of joint insurgent leaders were JUHEI]E'BEYiﬂ baive fc}irr S o

day summit. but they exciluded
Iraq keeping a vacant chair for

regional grouping will master  tries are mostly not compli- tary to each other in both re- complementarity of each a result, tension reduced in L€ I the venue of the con-

of the world simultaneously. In fact, the Official 3.1-1!'[!1 determine their progress mentary to Cih Biher aril | BloHALSnd ititeinationg) Biat- e needs and}rcapabmues.' Sri Lanka. The Indian saldiers TS ;
Development Assistance as percentage of their | in the community of nations.  they compete in most cases in ts. 11) We should avail of the were withdrawn from Sri  pepome, 52Y SAARC Is slow.
GNP has only declined in collective terms. A | Question. therefore. arises:  the world market. Only India 8) We should persuade the full benefits of the SADF Lanka following discussion  aoy orh "a“‘?‘ M ,}‘ e E‘Eahf-
i eater fanahisl i f _ : { What economic power the has the edge over all other inter-governmental group on  which held its first meeting at between the two countries at l wg ”"Efj"“, Itll?‘”l a‘l:';
gr sion ol development funds into the SAARC will be by the turn of member-states of SAARC. trade liberalisation to make, in Dhaka on June 17-18, 1996 the said Summit meeting. ~°v 2nd steady wins the race:

the century? It all depends on
lf'mw SAPTA and SAFTA will
air. ;

SAFTA became operatignal

Trade deficit with India is.
therefore, widening: Among
the SAARC countries, the
greatest trade deficit with

poor economies would have lessened their very
need for borrowing money on stiff terms from the
developed world. Rather than periodically going
| through the motions of writing off the debts in a
charitable fashion, why not make the missing

their third round of negotia-
tions. a recommendation to in-
voke Article 5(1) (d) (Direct
Trade measuresj of the agree-

Diseussion between Indian
Prime Minister Rajib Gandhi
and Pakistan's Prime Minister
Jimejo took place in the said

under the chairmanship of
Rhairul Huda, the Manaﬁlng
Director of ICB and the first
chairman of the SADF govern-

The writer is a Joint
Secretary to the Government
of Bavloelesl
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‘critical investment to help the poorest countries
to their feet?

Stem Speculations
Hopefully, BNP chief Begum Khaleda Zia would
| formalise her status as the Opposition Leader in
Parliament by taking oath as MP sooner than
later. This is so much expected of her that none
needs be surprised if it es place today.

Her delay in taking oath has admittedly been a
| matter of animated suspense and, therefore, of

some speculation, even though BNP secreta
ﬁcneral
to

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan has spared no ef-

1 explain it away.

She was said to be sick, and has had difficulty
in deciding which one of the five seats she had
l won in the June 12 elections she would retain,

Now that she is back to party meetings she has
obviously recovered from her illness and should
be in a position to take oath. | :

Begum Zia is the opposition leader for the .
whole country anyway, so how does it matter
which of the constituencies she vacates for the
by-elections and which one she keeps to formally
represent? It does not reflect very well on the

hierarchy that so much time elapsed in

itancy to give advice to Begum Zia on the

t. Yes, there must have been pressures from

my;:ng}lmﬂ;i tu% had won in not to drop
' at is exa where her

party aides come in to yarulgt.ly_ P

Zia needs the oath immediatel
to put the sneaking sp to rest. * |

country ...

5ir, 1 take the opportunity
to inform you that on an un-
scheduled programme of 9th
June 1996, | was able to wit-
ness the show "Shabinaye

Jante Chai" organised by the-

Bangladesh Television and Ra-
dio Bangladesh. This was an
epoch-making change in the
programme of B for the
purpose of democratisation of
the parliamentary system of
election which, at the same
time, will justify the necessity
of autonomy of Radio and TV in
this country. Moreover, this
sort of impartial programmes
will bring a silent revolution
for eradication of social nui-
sance and reconstruction of its
structure in the country.

I am sure than for the sake
of public interest, the notable
process of questioning on vari-
ous issues adopted by you in-
cluding celumnist Khan,
Matiur Rahman, Atiqur Rah-
man, man and others before
the. different political leaders
is, no doubt, a praise-worthy

attempt.
Particularly, it is to be

. noted with interest that the

questions asked to the BNP

ders have definitely exposed
their theory of power politics
in this country with special
emphasis on the distortion of
real historical events of

Bangladesh, suppressing fun-

of the Freedom Movement,
unkind disregards to the pa-
triotic zeal of the leaders, con-

spiracy on fair politics, indul-
gence on hooliganism and

unauthorised arms politirs,

expansion of social corruption
and abrupt misuse of power in
every sphere of our soclety un-
der a democratic government.
1 am of the opinion that the
%Eﬂtl‘ﬂl mass will realise the
ackground of power politics
of a ruling party by this pro-
gramme.
In fact, while the questions
were being asked during the
programme on the TV, 1 could

.not check my tears, at the age

of 60 which has prompted me
to write this letter. I pray to
Allah that all of you would do
well to find out thke truth
thruuﬁh you journalistic ao-
Ernac which will enrich yau
ighly in our country.

Syed Abdul Baqui

ead Master
Rafiqguddin Memorial High
School,
Katabeel, Post and Dist;
Comilla

Winning an election
' is no victory

Sir, The waves congratu-
lation, presently engulfing
these who won elections
for seats in the Seventh Par-

=

liamnent, have given rise to a
sense of euphoria in the coun-

- try without a basis.

It must not be forgotten
that a person who wins an
election, does it by one or a
combination of several gquali-
ties such as popularity, elo-
q]uence. organising capabll{ly
plans and programmes cal ed
manilesto. money power, Imu-
scle power. family or parental
lineage, et¢. Promises made
with elogquence or emotion oft-
en work as magic — sometimes
called charisma.

Congratulations are pouring
in on the winners of elections
ust like the winners of games.

ut winning an election is not
always a-victory. It only means
that the winner occupies a slot
of position and the actual game
starts after he or she takes
oath as a member of the par-
liament (MP). Whether he or
she achieves victory or con-
demnation as an MP. will de-
end on how he or she per-
orms or plays the during
the five Ktzara of his or her
membership. If the person is
honest, sincere and renders
services for the people of the
country in general and his or
her constituency in particular,
the MP will earn their grati-
tude. If he or she fails to per-
form as he promised, perse-
cutes ple or abeis in perse-
cution, the person is cursed. It

is very simple.

Winning an election places
a big burden of responsibility
on the winner. Most people
think winning an election by a
person gives him/her adpas-sa

rt to high position and high
ife. Yes it does. But at the
same time, it clears the way
for many to earn damnation.
We have seen in our lifetime
what happens sometimes to
those who were once high and
mighty.

Without any reservation,
this writer wishes best to all
those who won the elections,
irrespective of their parties,
and prays that they serve the

people of this country instead
ol becoming their rulers.

Mohammad Yusuf
4 /2 Zikatala
Dhaka

Pension at old age

Sir, Both the Awarni ue
chief and BNF chairperson
continued to pledge for old age
pension while the were
seeking votes at the JS elec-
tion of June '96. It is a socialist
approach. If we look back to
our history we will see that
with the introduction of na-
tional pay and service com-
mission r Liberation, sector
corporation employees were
deprived drastically as their
rrz];nd benefits were curtailed

pay scales with govern-

former Prime
Probhabar Rao is being
rogated in connection with

tribution
money-making of around.
500 crore continued to be de-

—

ment pensionable Jobs. Thus
sector corporation employees
ot pay in government scale
ut they were not entitled to
pension. The total benefits on
retirement in the form of gra-
tuity, provident fund etc., is
not even equal to benefits re-
ceived by identical employees
of government on retirement
leaving aside the question of
life-long pension. Let the 4n-
coming do something for the
senior citizens as promised!

Ahmed Alam
14 Estaton Garden
Dhaka

Sir, A number of articles
continue to be published in
various dailies regularly regar- -
ding money-making by abusing
political itions in India as
unearthed by CBIl. Several cab-
inet ministers re ed, some
have been arres while the
Minister's son
inter-

133 crore urea fertiliser

import scandal. In this context

on urea dis-
invol

each
scandal

bers during Jauva Party rule
but the JS member was
honoured through appeoint-
ment of chairman of a public
sector bank. Under the above
backdrop set the incoming
government do something
concrete so as to confiscate

. those black money generated

illegally be it by urea scandal or
similar other money-making
machines or so.

Ahmed Alam
14 Estaton Garden

Dhalaa

For a healthy
environment

Sir. Recently certain road-
repairing organisation had set-
up furnaces to melt coaltar in
the residential areas and in
frc-nh of re;idtnnnl houses. The
smoke an ngent smell : 0
duced by tpl:lt ﬁrnatta m
caused serious sufferings to
the residents especially to the
asthma patients.

H:iv I request the con-
cerned authority to please take
necessary measures so that
such furnaces may not be
erected in the resi tial ar-
eas and in fromt of the houses
in order to ensure a healthy
environment? ;

M Zahidul
Agstt Prof. BAL. Dhaka.



